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YES., just one hour from Helena

. . . thirty minutes drive to the north over Highway No.
91 and thirty minutes by excursion boat through the
sensational Canyon of the Missouri—lies Meriwether
Canyon. This is the western entrance to one of the
most recently-designated of our national forest primi-
tive regions, the Gates of the Mountains Wild Area.

Here, entrapped between the forbidding Missouri
River Canyon to the west and the glowering ramparts
of the Big Belt mountain range to the east, fifty square
miles of agonized limestone writhe and buckle in mag-
nificent torment. A labyrinth of enchanting canyons
and gulches gash the area. Many of them are tra-
versed or connected by foot trails.

Meriwether Canyon is characteristic of the place.
The chasm is a fantasy in green and gold. In cloistered
confusion, the madness of four miles of condemned
limestone pierce the heavens in sunlit glory. Temples
and fortresses, castles and cathedrals tower more than
a thousand feet above a rejected cloak of pine and fir
forest. :

Grotesque stone figures people the canyon and lurk
in surprising places. Weird caves and caverns pock
the walls, some of which contain primitive sign writing
by a people long gone. The canyons are saturated

Y Piéroid McClellan

“"Meriwether Boat Dock”

EXCURSION TRIPS
From Lewis and Clark Landing

Sundays and Holidays
During the Summer Months

10 AM, 12 N.,, 2 P.M,, 4 P.M,,
6 P. M.
With Stop Over Privilege
at
MERIWETHER CANYON
Daily Trip 2 P. M.

Trips Other Days by Special
Arrangement. Inquire
Helena Chamber of Commerce

with stillness. Echoes audibly eddy in prolonged and
charming response. It is a bewildering land—a land
of tumultuous silences clamoring to be heard.

Meriwether Campground, on the river shore, is main-
tained by the U. S. Forest Service. It is an ideal spot to
picnic or camp. From here it is but a short walk to
reach or see many of the wonders indicated on the
map within this folder. The campground is furnished
with rustic tables and benches, fireplaces, fuel and
drinking water. It is located on the site of the first
camp established by a white man in this areq, that of
Captain Meriwether Lewis of the famous Lewis and
Clark Expedition.

The atmosphere of the two canyons, Missouri River
and Meriwether, is so heavy with majestic solitude
that one readily feels that he is deep within the wilds,
far from everyday life. Actually, Meriwether Camp-
ground is, in a straight line, no more than five miles
from the Helena-Great Falls Highway No. 91.

The Gates of the Mountains Wild Area, of which
Meriwether Canyon is a part, was, on March 25, 1948,
dedicated by the Chief of the U. S. Forest Service to
remain in its primitive condition. Containing more
than 5,000 acres but less than 100,000 acres, it is called
a wild area. Had it contained more than 100,000 acres
it would have been termed a wilderness area.
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.., Associated Press Photo
“Meriwether Trail”

HELENANATIONALFOREST

Created on April 12, 1906, by proclamation of President
Theodore Roosevelt. It straddles the Continental Divide
for seventy-four miles, from Lewis and Clark Pass on the
north to Thunderbolt Mountain on the south, and has a
gross area of 1,154,358 acres.

The headquarters of the Forest Supervisor are in the City
of Helena.

There are an average of about 50 forest fires on the Hel-
ena annually, and one-third of these are man-caused.

ALL THOSE WHO TRAVERSE THE FOREST ARE
URGED TO FOLLOW THESE SIX RULES:

1. Matches. Be sure your match is out. Break it in two be-
fore you throw it away.

2. Tobacco. Stop to smoke in safe places that are cleared of
dry or inflammable material. Be sure pipe ashes and cigar
or cigarette stubs are dead before throwing them away.
Never throw them into brush, leaves, or needles.

3. Making Camp. Before building a fire scrape away all in-
flammable material from a spot 5 feet in diameter. Dig a
hole in the center, and in it build your camp fire. Keep
your fire small and never build it against trees, logs or
near brush.

4. Breaking Camp. Never break camp until your fire is out
—dead out. Leaving any unextinguished fire is dangerous
as well as unlawful.

5. Brush Burning. Never burn slash or brush in windy
weather or while there is the slightest danger that the fire
will get away. Burning permits are required between May
1 and September 30 of each year.

6. How to Put Out a Camp Fire. Stir the coals while soak-
ing them with water. Turn small sticks and drench both
sides. Wet the ground around the fire. If you can’t get
water, stir in earth and tread it down until packed tight
over and around the fire. Be sure the last spark is dead.
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