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Report of the Secretary of Var
in compliance with
A resolution of the Benate of the 2lst ultimoy calling for copiles of
2ll the letters of the governor of Washingtom Terrilory, addressed to
him during the present yeers and copiles ol all the corresp ondence
relative to the Indien disturbances in the Territories of Washington
and Oregon,

May 12, 1856, = Read, referred to the Commitiee on lillitery Affairs, and
' Orederd to be printed.

esslotter of transmittal from Fefi'm Davis, secxe tary of war, to Hon,
Je Do Bright, president of the senate ~-copiecs of communications from
governors of Oregon and Weshington Territories, and from Brevet Injor
General Wool, commanding the Pacific division,

irom Geos L, Curry, governor of Oregon, Yortland, February 5, 1856,
tranemittal of & certified copy of & memerial adepted by the legislative
apsenbly.. &t last regular scssione.ee to the Yresident of the ilinided
States,

The memorial, passed by the council, Januwmry 350, 16856, by the house,
January 50, '06, signeg by Delazon Smith, speaker of the house of reps,
and by Ae Te Dennison, president of the councll; ccrtifded by Be Fe
Herding, secleray of the territory of Orxegon, Jan, 31, 18866,

Memorial statee that early in October of '55, the pecople of Wash,
and Oregon territories were "startled by a gemeral outbreak cmong nearly
all the Indian tribes in the western and middle portion of those terri-
tories," Hostilities umprovoked by whites and charagterized by usual
modes of Indian warfare, indiscriminate sloughter, pillaging, burning of
dwellings, destruction of propertyes Voluntcers "have nobly discharged
their duties,. &nd &re gtill in the heart of the enemy's country, com=
bating the Indians, or holding possession of the country which they have
conquerede “

"In this distressing state of affairs,; and while tho Oregon wolune
teers were surrounded by Indians, it was with no little satisfaction
that your memorialisis, as well as the people of Oregon, heiled the arrival
in this Territory of lHejor Geuneral John E, Vool, of the Unitecd States
army. iHig past services had led us to hope thathe would at once have sent
heve gent the forces under his command to the essistence and relief of our
volunteers, who were desirpus of Yeturning to their homes, It is with
regretiwe confess thot, in this respect, our hopes hove been disappointed,
It la with regret that we are compelled to scy thet General Vool hag hither:
%0 remained inacilve, and hos refusednto send the United States troops to
the relief of the volunteers, or to supply them with arms and ammunition
in their time of needsy that he has gone into winter quarters and left our
settlements exposed to the raveges of owr enomiesi that he has removed the
greater portion of his troops from the Indian Terrilory to Vancouver, a
military point removed from the pcenes of war, and that too, vhile our
volunteers were threatened by an overwhelming force of Indiansg that he
refused to go to the reliecf of & number of our citizens who had settled in
the Waella=Walle valley, and who had fled from their homes for safety, end
that hic refused to send any of the forces under his command to protect the
people of southern Oregon, whoagnéivea and property were almost daily being
destroyed or endengered by the QNS .
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“Your memorialists would have borne all these grievances in silence,
and left these public acts and omissions of Genmeral Wool bo the just
Judgnent of the people of Tregon and Washington Territories, and to the
approvel or disapprovel of the proper officers of the United States gove
ernments but so it is, that Generadl Vool, not content with the inactive
and incfficient course which he hog hitherto thought proper to pursue in
this war, has departed from hip inactive policy only to censure the gov-
ernor and peoplo of this Territory for their commendable zeal in defending
their gountry, and to thwart 211 their efforts to procure supplies and the
meang of subsistence for the Oregon wolunteers now in the field, TInstead o;
offering aid and encourggenment to our people, he hog & own a disgraceful
activity in his endeaveurs to persuade our merchants end those of Californi:
not to furnish ammunition and supplics for our volunteers in this trying
time of their weced, Instead of attonding to the duties of his high office,
he has become an intermeddler betwecn the people of Oregon and the govern=
ment of the United States, ond publicly declared that hip influence will
be exerted to prevemt the waymeut, by the Urited States, of the justclaims
incurrsd in prosecution of this war,

"Therefore, irasmuch as your memorialists, as well as the people of
Oregons have lost 21l confidence in the willingness of General Vool to
agpiot and defend them in their present Indisn difficulties, thoy most
respectfully ask that kr may be recalled from the command of the military
department of the Pacific, ond your memorialists will ever pray,”

The Governor of ashington to the Secretary of Var
Axecutive 0ffice, Olympia, Washington Territory,
February 19, 1856,

Sir: laving heen comstantly =2nd closely occuplcd since my return from the
Blackfeet council, I avail myself of this my first opportunity to inform
the department fully of the condition of the Tervitory in the existing
Indian war, And in order to arrive at a full understanding of the state
of affeirs, it is deemed necessary to state the facts connected with my
return from the lissouri, vhere & treaty of pence oand fricndship hoad been
concluded with the Blackfeet ond other tribes of Indians,

On the 2%th day of Ostober, when two days march from Fort Benton on
my rcturn to this plece,; V. . Pearson reached my comp with an express
from Acting Governor iason, bringing the startling intelligence that the
Yokima Indians, with whom I hed concluded a trecty in June last, had murder
a number of whites in their country, their agent, A, J, Bolan, end had
finally broken out inte open wari hed defeated o detachment of United State
treops, under Major Haller, ond hed declaved their imkmmkiom determination
to exterminote all the vhites in the country,

It was supposed thaet the Cayuses, Walla«VWollas, and Umatillas, would
join, and that the Spokanes ond Coeur d'Alencc were disposed to hostilities

At this time my perty of twenty-five men were in this condition: Our
onimals were poor and jaded from the constant express service in which they
had been employed in the operations preliminary te the Blackfeet council,
four our expresses had ranged from the Seskatchewanon the nadrth to the
Yellow Stone on the south, They possessed but few arms and 1little ammni~-
tion, a8 we had in coming up found no use for them, passing through the
territory of friendly Indians,
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tnder thosc circumstances I halted ghe train, desputched my seoretary,
lir, Doty, to Forts Benton and Campbell to procure arms, emsunition, and
fresh cnimalsg and, on October 31, I pushed forward to the Bitter Root
velley, mkeroxirubommiabitehedorngzesny to meke arrangements for fresh
enimals and supplies, instructing llr, Doty to come on asg rapidly as the
condition of the train would permit,

I reached the valley lNovember 4, making the distance of 230 miles in
fourrand o half days,

The train left the lissoouri November 4, ond rgoched Hell Gate, in the Bit:
gggt yglley, vhere I had established my camp, in eight days, o distance of

milee,

I had overtaken, before renching the valley, the delegation of lNesz
Porces chiefs, who had atiended the Blackfect council, A conferecnce was
held with them at Hell Gate,

They hed already heard, through Indian rumors, of the wer below, I
stoted to them fully the stnte of affeirs, ond requested thaot certein of
their number would aceompouy me, it being my dterminntion to push forward
by wmoy of the Coeur d'Alene poss, although it wos declared to be impractic-
able on account of snow,

The result of cwur conference was most satisfactory., The whole party,
nunbering fourteen men, among whe were Spotted Iogle, Looking Glass, and
Three Feathers, principal chiefs among the Moz Perces, expressed their
determination to accompany ug, and share any dongers %o be encountered,

They expressed & desire that, after c¢rogeling the mountains, I should go
to their country, whence & large force of their young men would accompeny
me S0 the Dalles, and protect us with their lives against ony cnemy,

Having replenished my trroin with all the enimals to be bhad, on Hovember
14th we pushed forward, crossing the Bitter Root mountains the 20th, in
snow two and a half to three feet deep, and reeched the Coeur d'Alene
migeion the 25th, teking the Cocur B'Alenes ontirely by surprise, They had
not thought it possible we would cross the mountaing so late in the secson,
With the Cocur d'Alones I had 2 gouncil, and found them much excited; on a
balance for peace or for war, and a chance word might turn them either way,

Rumprs of all kinds met ue heres that the troops had fought a hattle
with the Yokimes, end had driven them acrosas the Columbia towards the
Spokane, end that the Walle«Wnllas, Cayuses, ~nd Umatillas, wvere in arms,
end tha% they had been joincd by @ portion of the ez Perces,

The accounts were of s¢ contradictory a noture thet nothing certain
could be ascertoined from them, cxeepting the evident fact thot several of
the tribes below were in arms, blocking up our road, and had threatend to
cut off my party in any event., However, I detcrmined to push forward,
heving first dispotched 1, Croig, my Nez Perce interpreter, with all but
four of the llez Perces, who remained to accompany me, to the Nez Perces
country, with instructlons to collect the Nez Perces, tell them I was
coming, end wighed & gtrong porty to accompeny me to the Dallemj andg
having done this, to dispatch an cxpress to me at the SBpokeme, on the 27th
TMovembery accompenied by the four Hez Perces, we made e forced merch to the
Spokane, reaching it the next day,

The Spokanes were e¥en more surprised than the Coeur d'Alenes at seeing .
us, Three hours befors my orrivel, they heard I was going to the mettle-
ments by way of New York, I irmediately called 2 council, sent to Fobt
Colville for lir, MeDonald, in charge of that post of the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany, and alzo for the Jesult fathers at thet point,

They arrived, A council was held, et which the whole Spokare nation was
represented, The Coeur d'Alecnes and Colvilles alse were present .

The Spokones end Colvilles evinced extreme hositility of feelingz, spoke o
the wer below, wanted it stoppeds said the whites were wrong. The belief




4/

was current Pee-u-pee-mox-mox would cut off my party, as he had repeatedly
threatened, They had not joined in the war, but yet would male no prowises
to remein neutral, If the Indiens now at war were driven into their
country, they would not angwer for the consequencesj probably many of the
Spolkenes would join them, :

After o stormy council of several deys, the Spokenes, Coeur d'Alenes,
and Colvilles werc entirely conciliated, and promised that they would reject
all the overtures of the hostlle Indiens, end continue firm friends of the
Whi’teﬁl.

Hoving added to my party twenty mem on their way from Colville to the
Delles, who had delayed some woeks at this point through fecxr of the hostile
Indiens below, I organized ny party os volunteors of the Territory, and
mustered them into the gervice,

I thern wade & forced march to the MNez Perces' cnuntry, striking the
Clewr Weter ot ILapevai, Here we found sssembled the whole Yez Perces nation,
excepling those in the buflcle country, ,

ir, Craig had received letters which informed me theat the vhole Vallae
Viella velley vms blocked up with hostile Indions, ond the Nez Perces gaid
it was impozsible to go thrsugh,

I called @ couuclil; and proposed to them that 150 of their young men
should accoupany me to the Dalles, '

Without hesitation they agreed to go, Vhilst in councll, making the
errangements for our movement, news came thet o force of grnllant Oregon
volunteers, four hundred strong, hod met the Indimng in the Valla-Valla
valley, end after four dsys of hard fighting, hoving o number of officers
end men killed and weounded, had completely routed the enemy, driving them
ecross Snale viver, and townrds the Wez Percos country.

The next doy I pushed forward, accompenicd by 69 Hez Perces well
armed, ond reached Valla-Walle without encountering any hostile Imdions,
They had all been driven across Snalke river below us, by the Oregon trocps.

It is now proper to imquire what would have been the condition of uy
party hed net the Oregon trooms pushed vigorously into the fleld, and
gallantly defeated the eneny,

The country between the Blue mountains ond the Columbia was coverrun with
Indiang, nwnbering 1,000 to 1,200 werriors, including the force at Priest's
Repida, undor Kameti~-ae-kun, wvho had sworn to cut us off -« it wes completely
blocled up.

One effect of the compaign of the regulars end volunteers in the Yakims
countey, uwder Brigadier General Raines, was to drive Eanm-ai-o-lkun ond his
people upon ocur side of the Columbia riwver, and thus endanfering our move-
ment from the Spokane to the ez Perces cowmtbry,

Thus we had been hemmed in by & body of hostile Indimns, through whom we
could only have foroed our woy with extreme difficunliy, and at great loss
of life, Ve might all have been sacrificed in the attempt, ¥or the opening
the way to my party I am sclely indebted to tho Oregon voluntecrs,

Peg=Uu=pee-mox-mox, the celebrated Wallaw=Wolla chief, cntertoirs an
extreme hostility towerd mpself and party, owving to imaginary wrongs he
supposed had been infliocted upoen him in the treaty concluded with the Cayuse
and Walle-Vailes last June, end had heen kmown to threeten repeatedly that
I should never reach the Delles, He was the first to commence hostilities,
by plundering TFort Walle=Uolla, =nd desiroying o lorge amount of property
belonging to the United Stetecs Indian Department,

This chief was token prisoner by the Oregon volunteers, while endeavor=
ing to leed them into an ambush, During the heat of the first day's battle,
he and four other prisoners ottempted to egscope by ferociowsly ottaecking
the guard, and were at once shob down,

At Walla=Talla I found some twenty-five sottlers, the remainder having
fled to the Dalles for proteccition, With these were 100 frisndly Indians,
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Special Indien Agent, Be. Fe Shaw, oolonel in the Washington Territory
nmilitie, was on the ground, and I at once orgenized the district, placed
him in commend, and directed him, if necessary, to fortify, but at all
events to maintein his growund, should the Oregon troops be disbhbanded before
another force could teke the Tield, _

The Nes Perce auxiliaries were dighanded and returned home,

Thus we hed reached & ploce 6f safety, uwnelded, excepting by the
fortunate movements of the Oregon troopse 2ot & single man had been pushed
forweard to meet us, althouzh it wes well knowvm we should oross the mounte
3%26 about & oartain time, agﬁ arrive at Walle=Welle about the time we

L ]

Vhy was this? Arvengements had been mode with s jor Raines, by Acting
Gowvernor Masem, to push forward o force under Colonel Shaw, to meet me at
the Spokene sbout the time of my arrival there, 4 company had been enlisted
organized, and merched to Tort Vancouver, to obtain equipments, retions
and tramsportation, vhich ¥ajor Raines had promised both Governor Mason and
Col, Shew should be promptly furnished them, Some little delay cnsued, end
in the meantime lMnjor General Wool arrived, who lmmediately declined '
equipping the compewy, 88 promised by Major Roines, and stated that he
could not in eny mamner recognize volunteers, or furnish them eduipments or
tronsportation, ent declining to supply their place with reguler troops,
when ot Vencouver alone were some 350 men,

Then remonstrated with by Captoin Williem M'Eay, in command of the
compony roised to push forwerd to my sssistonce, when informed of the object
for which this company wes onlisted, amt that if it wes not pushed forwerd
2t onoe, or if some other force were not sent, Govermor Stevens and his
perty would be in the most imminent danger, the general replied that in his
opinion the danger wap greatly exaggerateds that probably Governor Gtevens
would be able to protect himself, but that if he could not, then Governor:
Stevens could obtein en escort from General Harney.

Vhet & reply was this? A molety of the Indians now in arms had defeatec
a detachment of 100 United States regulers,

injor Reines had plaeced on record his opinion, that an insufflclent
force would he defeated by these Indisng, ond my party was supposed to numbe
no more them 25 men, Yet ilnjor General Vool very coolly cays, Governor
Stevens can teke care of himself, So, too, in the remark, that I could
ob%ain aid from General Harney, Did General Wool lmow that the distence fre
Tort Benton to the supposed pogition of General Harney was greater than the
distance from Fort Benton to the Delles, ond that to obiein 2id from him
would require not lese then six months: end that en ecxpress to reach him
must poass through the entire bireadth of the Sioum country? Such ignorance
ghows greet incapacity, and is inexcusable,

1%, Secretery, lajor Ceneral Wool, commanding the Pacific dlvision,
neglected and refused tosend & force to the relief of myself and party,
when Imowm to be in imminent danger, and believed, by those who are best
capeble of judging, to be coming on to certain death; and this, vhen he
hod a2t his command an efficient force of regular troops.

He hes refused to sanction the agreement made between Governor lMason
and Major Ruines for troops to be sent to my assistance, and ordered them i
be dipbanded, It was reserved for the Oregon volunteers to rescue us,

There has been & breach of faith gomewheres I 28k for an investigation
into the whole matter,

The only demonstiration made by Major Raines resulted in showing his utt
incapacity to commend in the fileld, As has been heretofore gaid his expedi
tion ageingt the Yakimas effected nothing but driving the Indians into the
very country through which I must pass to reach the settlements, I have,
Eggrcforo to prcfgg charzes against General Woole I accuse him of utter

ANkl Ingeons y’
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and signal incepeeity, of criminel neglect of my safety, I agk for am
investigation into his conduct amd for his removael from commend, :

Affer making my arrangements in the Walla-Vella La;l.lay, I pushed te
Vencouver, coming down the trail, the river being still closed, conferssd
with I jor Raines, and then hagtened to Olympia as reoidly as possible,
reaching ny home on the 19th Januwery, The logisloture was still in sessilon,
The greatest alerm prevailed throughout the sownds The people were living 1
blook houses, The enemy had goined the adventoge, and our regulars and
volunteers hed retired beforc them, DReinfoicements were coming from the
other side of the mountains %o the hostile Indisns, In obedience to my own
cdonvictions of duty, and in response to the gentiments of this entire come
munity, I issued my proclametion, calling for six cempanies of volunteers
for the defence of the sound, appointed recruiting officers for the raising
of three companies on the Columbile river, to operate sast of the Coscrdes,
end after remaining in my office but two deys, went dowm the Sound to visit
the friendly Indians, confer with the lnhabitanis, and make the necessary
arrangements for the troops to take the fileld,

gince my arvivel on the Sound, Sealtlec hoso been atiacked end overything
outside of its line of defonce durned, exoept o small place nomed Alki, on
the pame bay with Seatile, The whole county of King has been devastatled,
Rumors of 2ll ou z places being attacked have reached us daily, The norther
Indians have commenced malking dcgred&tiona. They are now mediteting to send
sixteen wor oonoes ageinst ugs, Theso canoes c¢arry seventy-five mon each,
and can be wrged with great velocity through stormy seas, To meet which
dangerz I have requested Captoln Gansevoori, now commanding the navalxX
forces in the Scund, to keep the steamer Actlyve cruising between Fort
Townsend, Bellingham bay, ond Seattle, eand I hove advised Governor Dougles
of Vancouver's islend, of the faol, and requested him to keep one of the
Hudson's bay zteemers vruising in the waters of his jurisdlctiom, and to
keep me advised of the movements of the Indiong alleged to bo hostile,

I have alsoraised a force of friendiy Indiong to operete againsti the
hostiles from the line of the Snow-hou-mish, They are already in the
field, are supported by all the avallable strength of the northern battalw
ion of the Washington Territory voluniteers, ond have struck two decisive
blowse The ceunbral battalion have moved from thig quarter, and are now
establishing & depet at lontgomery's, They will on Friday or Saturday move
on the Puyallup, and will also be mziiexedx roinforced by friendly Indinns,

The most cordial relntions exist between myseclf omd Tieutenant Colonel
Casey, commanding the Puget Sound district, vho appreciates fully the
imminence of our denger, &nd who urges me to push into the field all the
volunteers in ny pewer, Ve shall act in concert throughout, -

Since my arrival at the Scund I have reviglted the Colupbia river,
and conferred with Colomel Wrighit, 9th iafantry, in commend of the Columbie
river district, By letter I have uwrfed both Colonmel Wright and i jor Bains,
previcusly in commaad of the district, to dispatch troops to the interlor,.
They are not permitted to do =0 by the stringent orders of General Wool, and
knowing the necessily of prompt action, I have had no zlternztive bhut o
call out voluntecrs,

In Colonel Wright I have entire confidence, and if he was allowed %o
aot cocording to his owa Jjudgment there would be nothing to apprehend,

Bub it seoms to be the determination of Genoral Wool to play the part of the
dog in the manger, neither io zcct himself nor to let others act,

As gommonder-in-chief of the militie of Washington, and in view of uy
oath of office, I have taken the responsibllity to act, Ivery energy will
be devoted to the work, The Indisss now hostile on this side of the moune
gaing. will soon, I trust; be struck, and peace be restored to our destracted
Sound,

&
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For my full views in reference to operations esst of the Casahdes, I
enclose & cony of & memolr which I have addressed to General Wool, with an
oxtract of & letter to Colonel Viright, modifying my views in certain
particulars, in consequence of the lateness of the season and the condition
of affairs on the Sowmd,

I also send & copy of my message to the legislature, and of the message
of Governor lingon,; when that legislature first assembled,

Governoxr lagon will soon be in Washingtor, from whem you will be able
to geln every Information which this office could furnidh,

I have the horor to rem=in, very respectfutly, your obedient servant,

ISSAC I. STELVENH,
Governor and Sup't Indian Affairs, W, T,
Hon, Jef'ferson Davis,
Seoretary of VWar,

Hendquarters, Camp Vashington Territory Volunteers,
Valla=Wella Valley, V. T., December 23, 1855,

Sire I reached this peint, some thiry miles to the eastward of Fort
Walle-Walle, on the Columbir, on the 20th instant, We have had extraordin
success in our long march rom the waters of the dssouri, and I trust sha
the conferences with the Indian tribes on my woy will have some effect in
preventing the trribes now peaceable from becoming hostile,

A wery important result hes been gained by the operations of the
volunteers of Oregon in this valley, The Cayuses, Vella-Wellss, Unatilles,
the Tye of Deshute, and & portion of the Palouse Indians, mustering five to
8ix hundred werriors, have been defeated and driven across the Snale river,
They ore now seattered along the north benk of the Snake from its mouth to
the Yez Perce country, end the bulk of them ore helieved %o he in camp in the
first wood on the Palouse river, From the hest information I eon gain, I
anm of the opinion that not more than five %o nix hundred Indicns participated
in the fight; these Indians are in constent comrmnication with the Yalimas,
under Xam-i-.a<han, and we hove reporta thet e ig meditating on attack with
their combined forcez upon the troops in this wolley, These reports I do not
oredit; I cm of the opinion that the Indians desire the wer to be put off
ti1ll spring, in the hope that their mmmbers moy be augmented by the Spolanes,
Omahones, Colvilles, Coeur d'Alenes, and the tribes north of the line, and
in case of defeat, hy having the m ans of retreat to the north and across
the mountains eagtiward to the buffaleo country,

The Coeur d'Alemes, Spoknnes, Colyilles snd Omshanes number obout 2,100
gouls, =nd some 400 to 500 warriors, only a portion amed with guns, The
formerciribes, numbering about 1,700, I ealled into enuncil on tho Spolane,
early this menth, end have received from them the most wnquelifiied 28psurances
that they would reject all the overtures of the hostile tribes, and maintain
relations of frviendship with the govermment; but they hwve heen very much
shuken by the efforts mado to invoke them in the wer, and if operations are
guspended i1l spring there would be great denser that they then would be met

n arms,

The llez Perces mre staunch snd entirely relisble, Some seventy of these
warriors, well armed, sccompenied me from their owm country and are now in
my camp, I crossed the mountoins with tventy-five men, tnd by cccossions from
the mines, and citizens who had fled for protection to the Nez Percescountry,
and from other sources, we have o force of velunteers, organiged in two
companies and numbering in 21l Ffifiy-two men, The vohinteers of Oregon in
this valley number about fonr hundred men,

I am of the opinion that all the tribes, from the Dalles to the lez Perces
country, and f.
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from the Blue lbuntaing to the Spokeme river, now in arms ageinst the
government, have npt over iwelve hundred 2dult males, and that they
cannot bring into the field more then ome thousand effective men, Uy
sources of information are good, and I write with much confidence, The
hestile tyibes, throwing out bands known to be friendly and in charge of
local agenta, do not number quite five thousond soulges

On rseching this point, I exceedingly regretied to learn that the
Yakima country had beer abdudoned, In my opinion, i¥ could have been
held by two hundred mern, and have been swpnlied by WalloeWalla, There is
o good road from Volla-Ualla to the Yakime micgienj; the distance is ebout
ninety miles, ILittle or no smow lays on gho ground for more than twoe
thirds of the distonce, ond ot the mission the snov is seldom more then
8ix inches deep.

This whole valley is remerkably favorable for winter operationse
Grags and water are abundant, and there are numerouws streams of excellent
water, The snow loys on the _youn€ but 2 short itime, ond then but & few
inches deep, and scayccly interfering with the graszing of animals,

North of the Snake, the Palousem and its tributaries, the grass is
2lso good, and theyw iz o lerge quentity of pine, The pine on the Palouse
is found eighteen miles from lts moulh,

From the Palouse to the Columbia, north of the 3nake, the country
is not so favorabley,s thore is not much wood, nor much ruaning weier, amd
the grass ls of inferior qualiity, There is nothing but drift wood om the
Snake, enough, however, for camping purpossg, There is nothing but drift
wood on the Columbia 111l you reoch the mouth of the Veewnatechapwpam,
where the pine commences,

From the mouth of the Palouse, and from the several croosings above,
there is no difficulty in wmoving to the Bpokone country 2ll through the
wintere, The grapgs is uwniformly good, there iz obundant pine in the
Spokane; ond there will be wood for fuel ot all the intermediate camps on
all the routes, here

This informoation im given so minutely is wholly the result of
personal examination, and I con vouch for the accuracy of 1t all,

I gend you & map of the country from the Cascades to the Bittex Root
mountaing, shewing the Indian tribes, their numbers, thelr worriors,the
points ithose hostile arc now believed te occupy, the severcl routes for
the movement ¢f troops, points for depot comps, vherc there is 2bundant
grass ond @bundant pinme within reagh, the scveral crossings of the Bnake
river, and the winter sxnowv line, over which the Indians canrot cross when
pursued by troops, and the line within which troops cem operate 2ll throug
the winter,

I will respectfully recommend that you urge forvard your preparations
with all possible despatch, get el 1l your disposable force in thiz valley
in 811 of January, esteblish a large depot coamp here, sccupy Tort Wollo-
Valla, and be ready in February to take the Tielde

February is generally 2 mild and open month, Tebruory and lrch ere
faverable months for oporatinge, All the Indiens are destitute of food, ik
rivers are easy to crosso, the mountain posses are closed, In April the
Indisng can retreat in the Pearl d'Oreille route eastward of the mountains
In May the Coeur d'Alenes route ie also open, In June roots are abundant,
end the streams west difficuli to cross, If operations be prpzeowkeR
vigorourly presesuted in February and March, theye is 1ittle probability
of any of ¥he tribes now peoceable taking port in the war, This is the
conelusicn to whickh I woag brought by the rccent council held by me with
the Indian tribes on the Spokone,

I do not entertain the idea that all operations can be brought to a
clese in these two months, The strength of the combination can, however,
be broken, but the country sheould e held 2ll through the eunsuing year,
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As to the transportation, I would urge that a line of b ges be

established on the Columbiaj thet supplies be harled in wogons from
the Dallesm to the mouth of the De Chutes, and thence by water to Fort
WalloeWalla, then to the Yokima country, (the Mission:) to the crossing
at the mouth of the Palouze, end to any point which may be selected in
this valley 2s 2 depot camp, cupplies can be hauled in wagonse The
roads are all goode

When operatioms ®re extended to north of the Snake, and the notth
banl is held, & new depot comp ean be established, cand the water line
extended,e

The ifudson Bay barge should be adopted, only be increacsed in silze,
The barge mostly commonly in use carries 6,000 pounds and r=duires geen
men, But Fhe great difficulty im the rlver is at the Fealls, at the moufh
of the De Chutes river, which is avoided by houling in wegons to above
that point, A harge should be consiructed whick would carry 12,000
pounds, reauire eight men, and make two round=-trips & month from the De
Chutes to Fort WallaeWzllo, Supplies of 500 men, say four pounds axi=gx
per day, ineluding clo® ing, ammumit on, cto,, wnkdxmegmizs ond forage
for 500 cnimals, 12 pounds a day, each animal, would reduire 10 of these
barges, 80 men, &haut iten (10) three-yoke ox tecmg, running from the
Dalles to the DeChhtes, An ox team could not make more than three round
trips from the Dalles to Fort Valla~Wallo, in twe months, and this would
be more thoen ought reasonchbly to be expoctcd, To transport the ahove
emount of supplies and forage in wagons would require 100 ox tecoms and
100 men, Unless foraged ecm the road, oxen, ofter moking one round irip, m
must have rest, ond a lorge number of spore oxen must be at hand at both
ends of the line to keep the teams congtontly in motion, It will probably
be very diffigg%@ to get carly into the field oo large a traing a pack |
train will bE°hbire expens ive, and it will be wonted in advance, Supplies,
in my Jjudgment, will mostly have to be tronsported from the depot inthis
valley by pack traing, -

The Tudsom Bay people ot Fort Vancouver con put their honds on the
men who understand making these barges, T estimate that five barges
gcould be built at Portland ond be in readiness for their loads at the
mouth of the DeChutes in 20 dayns, ond five more im 30 days, It is a smell
affair to meke theuw, !

I derive my kmawimdms informetion in regard to the barges from lir,
Sinelair, of the Hudsom Bay Company, o gentlemen of cound judgment and
large experience, and most foverably lkmowm to all the citizens of the
Columbia valley.

I believe it 18 procticable to rum stern-vhecl sieomers mx from the
mouth of thie De Chutes %o obove Walla=Wolle, cnd as far as the Priests®
rapidss but time will be required to get o sultable oue on the route,
angt to establish wood yords, There is nothing but drift wood on the inm-
mediate bonln of the Columbia, below the mouth of the Vec-nat-chap-pan,

I would respectfully urge, however, that your early attention be given
to the motter,

The plan of campoign which occurs to me as feasible is as followal
Ococupy the Waelle-Walla valley in Jamary; establish a large depot camp
on the Touchets hold TFort VollaeWallaj get up supplies by o line of harges
on the Columbiaj hove an advance post on the Tueanon, and pickets &t the
croosings of the Palouse ond opposite the bend of the Tucanen, This
disposit% n of the troops will make you master of the VWalla=Walle valley,
give you“ttntrol of the country of the Snake, ond ensble you to get
information of the enemy, In Pebruary cross the Snake, attack the enerny
on the Polouse, establish o depot camp at the first wood, cxtend the line
of barges up the Snake tc the Palouse, and push forward a column te below
Okinahono,

These operctions will probably drive 1l the hostile Indians inte the
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Yakimae country, west of the Columbia rivers when more down the Columbia,
cross into the Yakima country and put the enemy to his last battle. He
cannol crosc the mountains till May, and all the troops left behind at
Tort Wella=Walla ond at depot comps, exceot indispensable guards,
morched up seasonably from Fort WelleeWalla by the line of the Yaldma
river, would, with the movement of the columm {rom north of the Snaks,
drive him into & cormer, from which he could not eagily escapCe

There will be no diffielty whatever in maling the crossing of the
Snake, To the upper crossings canoces could be brought from the Nes Perces
gou ntry, TFor the Palouse crossing, with a few itoolsy boats could be
mede in & few days, on the touchet, and be transported thither on wheela, .
My Indie rubber boats for the Indien service were uniortunately cut to
picces by the Indisms, at Fort Walla=Wallae During the winter months the
rivers ore loW,

The question eccurs, is the plan compatible with the force at your
command} :

In my judgment, 500 to 400 effective troops will signally defeati any
force which the enermy could bring together from the tribes now hgstiles In
my plen of operaticns at Fort WallaeWalla, ot the depet samp of the valley,
and to hold the river crossings, H00 men would be reuuired, I1f a smeller
foree were left, it might tempt the Vakimes, under Kemee-o-~hum, to meve
rapidly inmto his own countyy, if not already there, cross ule Columbia
below the mouth of the Snske, steal all the animals, end break up the
conmunications, If very much reduced, he might guccesslully attempt an
attack upon the troops, Vith 200 meny, I do not think he would attempt
anything on this side of the Columbia, The borges in brigude of five
cach, manned by 40 men, I do not think, vith a small force ofl the Umatilla,
would be in dongex of attock, They could destroy all the canoes, end take
from the enemy the means of crossing the river below Wallawiullas

In the advounce movement on the Palouse, there should be five hundred
men, This whole force wiil be disposable for the Iirst blow on the Felouse
200 men will hold the line on the Snake, ond 00 will be leit Tor the
advanee movement omn the Golumbia, below Okinahane,

Vhen the enemy is driven into the Yalkimo coumniry, from the depotl
camps north and south of the Snalke, say <200 men, which, with 150 from this
colwm moving towerds Okimchene, will give 350 mene I would advise that
150 of that column be left toc cut off retweut in bny attempi to recross the
river, !

In this plan of campeign, the troops are intexposed between the hostil
tribes and tle friendly ones, and they are brought to a final stend, wie re
there is scarcely & possibility of escape, If the Yekima coeuntry were Xm
held simulteneously with thie valley and with operations upon the Palouse,
might drive the enemy upon the Spokene, and thus couss them to ewbark in
the wer, The holding of the Yaikima countyy would, however, effectually
protect the line of the Columbie, and render it unnecessary to leave 80
lsre a force in this valleye But this plaw would require more troops thay
the other,

By the WallaVWalle valley on this paper, I mean thzs whole couvntry in

the re-cntering of the Snake,

With 2 smnll force on the Umatillo, ond the troops recuired at the
Dalles, 800 cffective men will be required, wnd making allowances for the
sick list and for cosualties, 1,000 men should be in the figld, Therc
are here, or on their way, 500 volunteers from Oregons I hear that you
heve, or will hove soon, 500 to 600 regulaors,

The volunteers with me have been mustered into the service of the
Territory for a gpecifie dvuty, ond will be diccherged vher I go down to the
Dallces, On the Spokene, I was able to learn nothimnz of the plan of the
campaign, and only lmew that EKommleoshum, with all his forces, was
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believed to be on the Spokane side of the Columbia,xiyme end that the
Cayuses and Walla=Wallag wore assembled, some 600 warriors, in the Wallow
Wella valleye I expected ot that time to be obliged teo force my way :
through this body with my smell force of less, at thait time, thanm 50 men,
and the Nez Perces, to the Dalles, The Nez Perce & iefs who accompanied me
from the Blackfeet cound 1, tendered to mec the services of 150 fighting
men of the netion, end it was not till I had been seme hours with them

in council, in their own country, making the necessery arrengements, that
I learned of the defeat of these itribes, ond that the road was openeds I
took with me, however, some 70 Vez Perces, well armed, besides young men,
to herd end guard our animols,

Olympia, We Tey January 29, 1856,

The bbove wes written to be dispateched by em express to you at
Vancouver, I concluded, howcver, toc come in person, and reached Vemcouver
the day of your departure from Fortland toc San Frenciscy,

I heve since my return carefully exemined the condition of affairs in
the Sound, heve visited neerly every poimt, and informed mysolf thoroughly
of our necesgsitiéo, ‘ e

Ve are mow fecding 4,000 Indians on the Sound aloney 2 band of
hostiles, mmbering from 200 to 400 are in the ficld, The whole counyry
is opened tec attack from them and the northern Indisna, A1l our people
are living in bleock houses, The towm of Jeattle was attacked on the 26th
jnstant, ond the families compelled te go on shipboard, The whole of King
county has been devastated, and the inhabitents driven within the line of
defenges of the towm of Seattlee, Ve need ot leest six hundred troops to
cope with the enemy; and the war will, I fear, from the nature of the
country, be a protracted one,

In conclusion, it iz due to frankmens thot I should state that I
have determined to submit to the depertment the course taken by the
militery euthotities in the Texritory of Vashingten for my relief, No
effort was made, although the Facts were premenited both te linjer Gemeral
Vool end linjor Ruines to send me sssistence, The regular troops were all
withdrenm into gorrison, and I wes left to make my way the best I could
through tribes knewn to be hostile, It remains te bes seen whether the
commissioner selected by ¥he president to moke treaties with the Indians
in the interior of the continent is to be igrnored and his safety left to
chance,

I hedm no fear of my owm safety, but the facts in the settlements
did not werrant such beliefy I simply, with 50 odd men epd 150 Nez
Perces, vwould hove been compelled te fight 600 Indiang in the Valla-Walla
valley had it not been for uhe operations of ithe Oregpn volunteers,

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

IBAAC I, STEVLNS,
Governor Territory of Washington,
Major General John I, Tiool,
Commending Oacific Division, Vancouver, We T,

Ne Bs The map is not quite veady, I will send it to the post at
Vanaouver,

Extroct of a letter from Governor Stevens to Colenel VWright,
Februsry 6, 1836,
In view of the lateness of the sesson, my viowy, s stated in my
memoir to General Wool, and a copy of which I hoave sent to you, &re
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modified as followsy

1, Operate simultaneously in the Yakime country, and north of the
Snake river,

2 Send ot least two componies of the troops mnow at Vamgouver tc the
Sound,

The volunteers on the Sound will be in the field this week, but the
force will be small, and unless operations are prosocuied with greatl
promptness ond enerdy, ve Imve reason o opprchend that men of the Tudiansg
now friendly will becomo hoatileg

I will uzge you to push two companies to the Sound without desiyx delay,
and to push your troops egninst the Indilans eost of the Cageades,

liessage of the governor of the Territory of Washinglon, delivered
in joint session of the council cnd the house of representatives
of Washington Terr-itory, Friduy, December 7, 1854 (2

Fellow Citiszens of the Ieginlaotive Assemblys

In the absence of the executive, I have the honor to respond to your
call, To the people of thim Territory, and to me especiclly, thot absence
is, ot this time, perticularly to be regrettced; for the presen® juncture
of affajirs, requires 2ll the experience, ability, and encrgy so justly
conceded to the distinguicshed gentlemen wvhe hog the honer to preside over
this Territory, and vhose duties in such abseuce by lew devolves upon the
Secretary of the Territory, Vith real sincerity I will assert that meny and
grave doubts heave arisen in wmy mind ag to my chility tc dischorge the
weighty and respounsible dubtles incident to, ond srising out of, our present
Indian relotionsy but, with o firm relience upon the patriotism of the
people, and their hearty co-operation, I have endeavored to compensate for
weant of experience by an ecrncotness of purpoce, and a zealous cffort to
digecharge my whole duty, _

It is & subject of regret thet pressure of business and multiplgcity of
labors prevent ag full and coreful a review of matters as desirable, GChould,
therefore, thinge secemingly imporitant be omitted, or slightly alluded to,
the neglect wust be attributed not to intention, but rather to an atiention
to more pressing matters, \

gince you were last auscmbled an importont ond I regret to say, dis-
astrous chamge has taken ploce in our gocidl prospects, Vhile peace and
gecurity seemed te reign shoubt us, and e¥ery person was, &8 usucl, pursuing
his ocustemary avocationms, an Indien war breals out in our midst, spreading
alarm throughout the whole Territory, TFamilics urc muidered, property is
destroyed, cloims are abandoned for the fort ond the block bouse, tnd the
whole counttry, instead of protroying the Sesasedsl usuzl petceful occupaticons
of American citizens, has the appearance of desortior, cud nothing but
parties of armed men are to be seen in motion, How long this stete of
affairs ie to continue it ig impossible to soyj but from the cnergy which
pur citizens has sheown, and the measures which have been adepted, it is
earnestly to he hoped that the end is not far offe

The exbinguishment of the Indion title to londs within the Territory has
been long and loudly ealled for by the people, This was a matter absolutely
necesgary for our pms welfore, in order thot there might be no conflicting
oclaims between the settlor ond the Indian, ond that the Indiens might be
placed in such o position thot, while they were teken care of and pretected,
ghey could ot the same timec, vs far as possible, be prevenied from doing

arme

In the month of Decombor, 1854, ir pursucsnce of ;nstruqti%ns from the
general government, Governor Stevens entered upon this delicote and
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arduous task, The firstitreaty was made in the county of Thurston, in

the vicinity of the Nisqually river, on the 26th of December; was rati.

by the United States Benate before its adjournment, llarch 3, 1858, has beu
proclaimed by the Presidenty and is now a part of the supreme law of the
land, The basis of that treaty is the basig of all that have been cone
cluded since, Great care was taken to explain the provisions 2nd the object
of the negotiations to the various tribes, Careful interpreters were
secured, and every individual was allowed to spealk his views, Similar
treaties have been concluded with all the Indians west of the Cascade mounte
ains, with the exception of the Chehelis, those residing in the ncighbor-
hood of Shoalwater Bay and on the Columbia, as far east as the Dalles,

In purpuance of the instructions and line of policy marked out by the
Indian department at Washington City, Governor Stevens crossed the Cascade
mountains, and in conjunction with the superintendent of Indian affairs
of Oregon, treaties were effected with the various bands known es the Yakima
tribe, {the Cayuses, the Walla-Wallas and the Nez Perces, Ile then proceeded
to Fort Benton, on the lissouri river, vhere a great council had been called
to conclude and settle a definite peace between the tribes divided by the
Rocky mountains, hostilities between which had continued ever since the
whites had any lmowledge of the country,

This measure waes of vital importance to the Territory of Washington, as,
while these hostilities continued, there could be no safe itravel or commune
ication by the great nerthern route connecting the waters of the Columbia
wiggiiond Puget Sound with the headwaters of the llississippi, It may be well
here to state, that the latest information received will justify the belief
that that treaty hes been concluded, and the return of Gov, Stevens is deily
looked for,

In the midst of this favorable appearance of things, while the ink was
scarcely dry with which treaties had been written, Indians, who had entered
into these stipulations, ond solemn}y pledged thelr faith to preserve amity
and peace towards all American citizens, have risen in arms, treacherously
surprised, and barbarously murdered our inoffend ng citizens, killed an
Indian agent, while in the performance of his official duties, eand in de=~
fiance of all plighted troth and written obligation waged a war, accompanied
with all the horrid brutalities incident to savage life,

The sphere allotted to this message will not justify a recital of the
pre}iminary aggrossions, Se isfactory evidence, however, has been afforded,
indicating that both in Oregon and this Territory, for a great length of
time, preparations for war had been going on on the part of the Indians,
Bimulteenously with the murders committed in the Yalkime valley, southern
Oregon became the scene of Indian warfare, and the momeni® troops move
from Buget Sound across the mountains, anm outbreak takes place on the
White river prairies, -

On the =23d of Septemwber, in addition to previous floating rumors,
positive information was received that tw of our citizens had been murdered
in the Yekima valley, while travellin on the military road across the Neches
passe A requisition was immediotely made upon the commanding officers of
the military posts of Fort Steilacoom and Fort Vancouver for sufficient fmrm
forces to proceed, by difforent routes, into that country, to procure, if
possible, the murderers, if not to punish the tribe, and to furnish protect-
ion te such persons as might be travelling teo, or returning from the Colvill(
mines, Both of these requisitions were promptly complied with, Previous
to thisy Major Haller, commanding Fort Dalles, being nearer the scene of
action, and having earlier information, had moved into the field, and on the
6th of Ootober was attacked by an imensely superior force, and, dter &
gollant and desperate conflict of ahout forty-eight hours, succeeded in
driving off the enemy, losing five men killed and sismteen woundedy together
with a large portion of his animals and all of his provisions, The lagt



compelled him to return to the Dalles, Upon ithe receipt of this information
Major Roines, commanding the Columhia river and Puget Sowmd district of the
United States army, made & requisition upon the governor of Oregon for Pour
pompanies of volunteers, and upén the governor of Washington for two, The
proclamations by th respective executiwes, calling for these forces, ‘were
responded %o with zeal and alacrity by the citizens of this and our Bibter
Territory, In consequence of the scarcity of arms existing in this section
of country, in order to furnish the velunteer force belng raised here), it
became necessary to make o pEEm requisition both upon the United States
sloop=of=wor Remimk “"Decatur,® and the revenue cutter “Jefferson Davip,®
for such as could be spared, Ilfuch praise is due to the commandings .
officers of those two vessels for the willingness snd promptness with which
they responed to that request, thus enabling the first company of Washington
Territory volu nteers to be equipped and ready for the Tield the moment thei:
organization wos completed,

On the 30th of Ogtober, iejor Reins, heving received from me the ape
pointment of brigadier general of the volunteer forces serving in the Yakima
wer, moved inte the field with mnll the disposeble regulaxr troops, =nd having
the co=operation of nine companies of Oregon mounied volunteers, under
cormmand of Colonel MNesmith, &fter proceeding as far as the Yakima mission,
having several skirmighes with the enemy, capturing some of thelr cattle and
horses, and destroying several lorge caches of provisions, the whole commamnd
returned to the Dalles, the unusual inclemency of the season preventing a
winter campaign, In the meanwhile, the command meving. from Fort Steilacoom,
under command of Lieutenant Slaughter, proceeded acress the mountd ns, :
through the llaches pass, to within gbout twenty-five miles of the Atahman
liission, where, learning of the return of llojor Meeemm.laller (?-Reins) to
the Dalles, they fell back, first to the summit, and then to the upper
prairies of the White river, Being reinforced with seventy-six regulars 'and
Compaxny B of the Vaghington Territory volunteers, under commend of Cnptein
Gilmere Hays, the whole detachment, under commamd of Captoin iy MUaloney, U,
Se 4th infantry, again advanceds but, after crossing the summit, were over-
taken by an express, imforming them that delay had taken plaece in the
movements of the troops from the Columbia river, Captain ongy consegquent=
1y fell back tp the first grazing ground on this sidé of the mountaing -
the White viver prairies, During these movements, @ band of rangers hed beer
orgenized, under command of Captain Charles 1, Eaton, whose duby itwas made
to gusrd the eutskirts of the settlements, and weich the varieus mountein
passes, Searcely had the commend commenced its operations vhen a detachment
of eleven men, on regular scouling duty, were suddenly attacked by Indians,
heretofore supposed to be friendly, Takimg refuge in a log house,of ter
gallantly suataining a sicge of some sixleen hours' duration, the Indians
were repulsed, The murder of several highly esteemed citizens travelling
from Captein Ilaloney's camp inio the settlements, and the massacre on White
river, followede

The return ef the commond £ under Captain laloney eannot but ne looked
u pon as a most fortunate event for the settlers om Puget Sound; as it is-
impossible to say what might have been the result, with the settlements
entirely unprotected, and many of the Indians at open wer, and th rest, to
say the least, wavering, The battle on White river, in which both regulars
and vblu nteers so adumirvably distinguished themselves, cannot fail to ;
impress the Indiang with the superiority cnd power of the white men, ané that
however protracted the contest may be, ruin and desoletion must necessarily
come upon themg

The calls upon the people of the Territory for their services in the
present war have becn met by the organization of 12 companies, ® nsisting of
two companies of rangers and ten companies of the l1at regimen% of Waghington
Territory velunteerm, amounting, in all, to upwards of seven hundred men,
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Of these about five hundred are wmounited, In additien to these, there is a
a company of rengers at the Cowlotz Farms, umder command of Captain Peers,
not regulariy mustered into service but ready to perform such duty as mey

be required of them, ' | -

I deem it my duty, here, 1o make public acknowledgements of the services
rendered by his exoellency, JAMES DOUGLAS, governor of Vancouver's Island,
Upon the alarm naturally attendant upon & serious Indlan outbrenk, almost .
within arm'selength of us, and owing to the scarcity of arms and amhunition,
application wag made to him for such an amount of these munitions of wer ag i
he could pessibly furnish, That application wes ewsdizkiIyxmsul promptly. and
cordially responded to, to the extent of his powers he at the sawmé time
regretting that he had at tThe moment no vessel=of-war at his disposal, ond
that his steamers, the "Otter® and "Beaver,” were both obsent, but upon theis
agrrival of eiyher, she should be dispatched to the Bound, to rendser such
gervice as might e required of her, Since the the "Otter®™ has visited
this place, ;

The movement on the part of the executive of Vencouver's Island cdhnot
fail to heve its influence upon the Indians residing upon our waters, having
a tendency to show them that whatever differences may. exist between the
Amerigans and the Englishmen, in their social and politieal irganization,
as far as saviges are concerned they are but one,

- The Indians west of the Cascade, with the exception of those before
allu ded to, still cgontinue friendly, They have been collected 2t various
poeints, disarmed, ond placed under.the surveillanse of local agents, and
arrangements have been mede for their support, The only fear at present
entertained is that, by some act of indiseretiom, they may be Irightned into
the hostile ranks,

The disposition which has beon subsequently made of the troops in 'the
field in this portion of the Territory has been with the dosign - while at
the same time to keep the hostile Indians in cheegk, adequate fiorce mhkxx
should be moving into the outokirts of the settlements = in order that the:
farmers might be enabled to return te their claims to provide for the coming
year's subsistence,

" The general stagnatisn in trade and indus trial pursuits, arising out of
the present state of affairs, loudly cslls for prompt and speedy action on
the part of the general governmeni, Should Congress adjourn without afforde
ing reiimf the relief so pressingly needed in this emergency, it will much
retard our territorial growth and advancement, I therefore earnestly rec-
ommend 2 memorial calling for a sufficient appropriation to remunerate the
citizen soldiery for their wveluable and patriotic services, and the citizens
generally empikeymix for thex supplies they so promptly fdrnished, and for
the property destroyed, '

Beyond the limits of our Territory to the north, the coast and innume
erable islands arc inhabited by unumerous tribes of Indians of a fierce and
warlike character, bande of which are constantly in the hebit of descending
into our settlements for the ostemsible purpose of pricuring labor, DBesides
the alarm occasioned to the most exposed settlers by the presence of these
unwelcome visiters, complaints frequently arise from the various thefts
committed by theme In casc punishment is attempted to be infl icted, isolatec
settlers, as we &lready know from past experienee, are lisble, in revenge,
to be out ofif by theme In view of these facts, in order to disocourage their
coming within the limits of the Tewrritery, I respectfully submit to your
consideration, whether or not it would be advisable to enact 2 law making it
penel for any person to empley for hire any of these northern bands, In
connexion with this subject, considering the nature of the waters of Puget
Sound, the numerous tribes residing on its borders, the liability to in-
cursion from foreign tribes, and the utter inefficiency of sailing vessels
for wapid communication, I will recommend that you memorialize the Wavy
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Department to station within our waters an armed steam vessel,

I will here c2ll vour attention to the trade that has been too largely
carried on with the Indians in guns and sumunition, Our very seli=-presers
vation demands that it should entirely cease, and that very stringeat
laws should be passed upon the subject,

The prement existing wer hag suggested meny deficiencles in our militia
law, It provides for the electien of officers, but on tho subject of s
enrollment of men, and the rendering mf the militia effective, it ib ex-
tremely defective, I would respectfully recommend the eleection of the
general staff, consisting of a brigadler, adjutant, quartermaster, and
commissary general, by the legislative assembly, and & system of enroll-
ment of all capable of bearing arms in the various counties, and thet the
formation of companies be entirely volunteer ==~ to elect their omn
officers, and to be formed into battalions or regiments as ecircumstances
may require, The scattered nature of our settlements, and the isolation
of some of our counties, seems to dictate this as the most effeotive
means for their protection, and at the same time the most expedient for
combination or gencral aoction, I suggest it for your cedsidoration,

During the past summer, rumors of g=¥R disecoveries of gold fields near
Fort Colville induced many enterprising and energetic citizens of the
Territory to & visit thaet region, Hany have returned on account of the,
war, and the impossibility of obtaining provislions there, during the
winter, Although the extent of the gold bearing distriet is not knowm, yet
the fact is certain, that those who worked the bars and prospected the
country neer Fort Colville found gold in pufficient duantities to pay Zm
well for the working, Vherever the more experienced miners dug, either
upon the bars or upon the hill-gides, gold was found, and even i with
the rude mode of working with pans an average of 10 per day has been
made, and those skk¥k who are still at the mines report profitable emiploy-
ment, I have no doubt that, with ilmproved mechines and better preparations
for working to advantage, these gold mines will prove amply remunerative to
many citizens who may go there, whenever the state of the country will
permit communication betwee the Columbia river and Puget Sound settlements
and the gold bearing region,

The prosecution of the public surveys during the past year, hosg de-
veloped large bodies of fertile lands, and mede great addition to the
topegraphical knowledge of the Territory, which will be useful to cmigrants
in search of the best lands, As to the amount of work thms far accomplighe
the office of the surveyor general shows the following resuliss Total
amount surveyed sndsander—momimestesimya vhile the Territory was under the
Oregon office, 1,876 miles) cmount swveyed and under contract since the
organization of the Waghington office, 3,063 milesj proposed to be surveye
in 1856 and 1857, as per smnual report of the surveyor general, 5,688 miles
= all lying west of the Capcade mountains,

The goneral government hag made liberal aporopristions for public surve
in the Territory, but the surveyor general has found it impeossible t o obtai
gurveyors willing to contract for the whole amount, as the exceedingly
difficult nature of the country, and the high prices of lsbor and provision
have subjected to loss thome who undertook the work, even at the moximum
prices allowed by low, The present Indian wver hes stopped oll field work i
this important part of the development of our Territoryj but it is hoped th
it can be resumed in the spring, and thal youw, by your action, will second
the urgent request of the surveyer general to the General Land Office that
an increased sum per mile be cllowed by the general govermment forfurther
BULVEY S

At the last session of Congress, appropriations were made for the
military roads in £ke this Territorys One from Fort Benton, in Nebraske, te
Walla=-Wallog one from the Dalles to Columbia barracksi and one from
Columbia barracks to Porit Steilocoome A reconnaisance hog been made of the
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two latter during the present fall, and it is expected work will be
commenced theron during the coming spring, : _

In addition to these roads, commmication should be opened by land to
BellinghamBay, on the north, and through the valleys of the Chehalis
end Willapah to Gery's Harbor, Shoalwater Bay, @nd some point near the
mouth of the Columbia, on the south, These roads will be of great lm=
portance, in a domestic wkmwx point of view, as opening o large seciion of
country tos ettlement, and communigations with other settlementsy and, in
militaxry affairs, as offording m ans of communication with exposed points,
ond of rapidly merching troops into the festnesses, and lairs of those
saveges who mey hover upon the outskirts of the settlements, I call your
attention to this as a subject of memorial, _

In the|'act making appropriations for the support of the army for the
year ending the 30th of Jume, 1856, and for o ther purpeses, ” it was prow
vided, that the Secretary of War ghall egualize, as fwr as practicable,
the number of arms heretofore distributed, =nd now in posgession of the
several States, so that each State which had received less than its pro
raote share shall receive a number sufficlent to nake mpotEtn equal pro rat
proportion for all the States, according to the number of their represent-
atives and senators in Congress, respectively,

Under this provision, the ameunt falling gue to this Territory is
29000 muskets, An effort wes made to draw them in rifles, but falled from
some reguletion to the contrary, In addition to this, our emmual quota of
erms. is 137 muskets, which emount, consisting of 2,137 nuskets, have been .
dravm in 1,980 muskets, 100 rifles and ascoutrements, and 30 cavalry
sabres, The vhole amount - %0 which 208,000 caps were added = hove arrived
at Vancouver, in this Territory, some mistake having occured in their ship-
menfs Ouing to the difficulty of transportation et the preseunt geasony of
ef2zrksxharazbsen matite the yeary between the Columbia river and Puget
Sound, efforts have been made to prooure the proper portion guitable for
the Puget Sound section of couniry, trunsported direct, byx sea, from
Vancouver to this place,

Your attention is wurgently requested to the subject of the postal
arrangements for the Territory, Md 1 routes have been establishedih
throughout the Sound, and a large appropriction has been made for carrying
the mail from O ie by sea to San Franeisco,

The contracts of the former have not as yet been let,; and the latter
hos proved inadequate for the service required, and thus far been of ne
avail, Y\

In the present oritical state of affairs mfSour exposed position
demands from the general government a more rapid communication with Son
Francisco and New York, ‘

By the act of the last legislative aessembly, the public buildings of
the Territory were located, and by subseluent resolution the governor wag
requested to draw the amount appropriated by Congress to be used in the
erection of the capitol,

During the vacation of the legislature, ond ag soon as o site for the
capitol could be cleared, the plan of ®nstruction wes adopted, and a
contract entered for its erection, The building wes fast reaching its cone
pletion vwhen the Indian wor broke out, taking from said building the
artisens engaged, and preventing the possibility of gecuring others, Undex
these circumstaonces, a suspension of the work wes ordered, and I have been
compelled to employ, temporarily, the hall used by the legimlatives assembl;
et its last session, The architect and contractor of the capitol agsures
me, howover, that the work will be # nished shortly.

In reference to our bhoundery question; and the extinguishment of the
rights of the Hudson's Bay and Puget Sound Agriculturanl Companies, I refer
you to the last message of the executive,
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