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In the prehistoric past the Columbia River in the vieinity S

{} of the Narrows (Dalles) and Great Falls (Celilo Falls) sup-

W&j

Grnd Dawds occuprect

ported many tribes efoSmSd=rrs whose villages éedfesd both the

ReEsiarri—SoTty banks of the river. Here, for countless years

before white man brought pestilence and civilization eo—tihe

repden, the healthyand stalwart Indians of these tribes lived

aboriginal
in peaceful surroundings an;/luxury. The salmon that migrated

up the river'in the spring, summer and fall abounded in untold

Removed

numbers. The meadowgybaok‘from the rivep;t:h-hs generously

supplied edible roots cihxza#aﬁsatznnsx$nd fa-!h===!EEK in the

woeded areas the berries were always available in the late

03fivg doys OF
~vsunmer and gfall. There are no legends in the tribal lore &=

o

by the protruding rocks and small islands_and the rugged falls "

these=mitmms relating th==aa=======e=sf pestilence, famine
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and want along the river. Cart /
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at the head of the Narrowﬁ,provided ax ideal location for iHwe
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(::bhe Pacific salmon spend part of their lives in the streams and
part in the ocean where they make over 95 per cent of their entire
$ growth. The eggs are deposited in b8 gravel beds of the streams

in the late summer and fall and hatch ews=%n the following spring.
The young salmon remain in the fresh waters from one to two years
and then migrate to the ocean at which time they range from one

and one-half to four inches in length. While in the ocean the

salmon grow vexy rapidly and, after a two to four-year sojourn

tie=ee, they return as adults’to the streams of their origin to

spawn and die. The chinook and blue back salmon are the two most

abundant species in the Columbia River. The chinooks are the mon-
archs of the Pacific salmon and weigh from 20 to 75 pounds when

mature. The blue backs, sg® the smallest , ct==m=g

seldom

attain a greater weight than 5 pounds.




catching cWesde salmon. Primitive spears and grab hooks were used

by some fishermen but most

Lu‘-‘r!!? ‘
netsc/\to 5 )feét in dlamete: attached to poles remsEdme from @) to

ON
@feet : = . The#® nets were fished by moving them through

or anchoxlng them just below the surface in the fast a.d boiling —

- dwd fhe
white waters TEEZ salmon were caught in the swift, narrow channels
A onsnared
as they darted upstream. They were also egaeg¥rt in the mcﬁan’ww&
p,fﬂéam

water#® below the falls as they ch&rged ﬂ&a&augl\wb'im in attempts to

jump the falls. Others were caught as they dropped back from the
Affer Leaps «

o1<Q
#eec Of The falls i’\unsuccessful J«umpa/bwm.o.uﬂ;t—-bh,em. The

R $7 00 on Sl ) 7
fishermen . }p ogec ing rs=ms==m® ledges along

%¥e narrow channels and at the fallse whife WORKING 7he wels,

Fishing from such precarious positions with a hand operated

SucEorze
dip net of giand prepextions required great skill and nrowess)
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%Impoundlng and landing & a 30 to 50 and at times 70 pound

writhing am salmon was no task for a weakling. Fishing
becasse. @
in these waters was very productive when the cemmen weme [Culrvs (U@ <

af their height
rwm it was a poor fisherman who could pg¥- 3;;(&“’?&
- raR N
gzem(2Jt0 (B)ton of fish in a day. [Thepskillful Ttshesmen con- . /3
2 . b ! 4 "[ % .""'\
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tributed most of their catches to the members of their tribes K‘A
and in return received great honors for their daring and achieve- |©
ments. The established fishing locations ¥Mashe\chamucig and\al

theCEILs were indisputably the property of thﬁﬁagg:eﬁsdﬁjmffmm
Gn e
who pioneered them, *EIe property rights tedhesefishing loCo=

tioms were jealously guarded by the tribes and retained w==EEm
Heem from generation to generation. This, however, did not

P hands

prevent their use by visiting Indians or other tribe54 in the ares,.
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In fact, t¥E—TIB®E along the north banks sE=thm—prwer permitted

1<u.§¢de~1's-

xasag"EIéhg the south bank® to use their fishing locations and
vice versa. This grew out of the seasonal change in the avail-
ability of the fishing places from one side of the river to the

StReam
other due to the decreasing flow in the remer from spring to fall.
Furthermore, these tribes mingled EEtEeY in a peaceful co-
existence and frequent intermarriage among them cemented HEts
friendly cexmuadeadden.(diwvccfrons,
The salmon meant more Lo=#e—Fmitww® than just a source of

food. They were looked upon as a gift from the Divine Maker;a @

The

=
token of gis love for the Indian people. *the #almon were- lvent @
i j’e. s
sacred food, =ssesx®@ only to the lif%_ilving waters, in the "Washeat"
RiVER

religion of thejtribes Loteee—tihe—sizem., The most colorful and

spiritual celebration of the year was the ‘EE-‘east of the Salmonfw)
held in the spring when these noble fish made theiriirst appear-

(e}
ance in the river. The "Washeat" religion is known\isx/white amnte MCN

fellowed b
tmgmEp® as the Pom Pom religion. It is still t-m:sﬁé‘ many

Intgiean families who revere the salmon in their worship as did their

ﬁo’n (7
ancestors in e wd—tm.d&ysﬁr&:hqm The “;east of the

Salmon"(is likewise still celebrated each year at the Fallse where (f

is Callea "fah Jifs” W

,ﬁaad &'S/r,
The esdmmon were so abundant at this spot en=tEe—rtwsr that
SedentiarY GaanT. Fies
e wesiderrt tribes not only vpreserved large nuwkbers—of—them for

their own use but tons of them for trade with the tribes from £=r

Aish

i
distant places. The sedwen were dried and then pounded into a

fine mealjcommonly known as pemmican. This was stored in grass

(C ~a Lie
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Qock basket Const i wire '-'\Jiu
baskets lined with fish skin§} ‘ 59Lt° 100 pounds .
as muxed Lwith &
of the meal. Some of the pemmican ground roots and berries §$
&,fud
added—fo—kt and formed a very delectable as=weld=ws nutritious g?
food. When Lewis and Clark arrived at the Narrows and Great Falls‘\“

Peasple
they found the Indssn—tesew-—Skexe dealing in a commerce of barter

and trade of extensive proportions. Trading was carried on at :
¢ (& short GRASS)

both the Narrows and Great Falls. Lghe powerful Wasco Ieisssssspsssc

controlled the trading on the south side of the Narrows at a loca-

tion near e present ieeefelse Dolles, Oregon. On the north

side of the Narrows the Wishraﬁsﬁaﬁﬁzzs owned one of the largest

trading centers,iw=ilse—rxsa. The Wyamslnﬂ:ans on the south bankéd’

at the Great Falls carried on trade with the visiting tribes and

were known for their religious and recreational activities. The

Skin-pah/or Skein Indians occupied a large village on the north S40R€

bepca—ad=tre—rtrer just below the Great Falls., Here, active trade

took place with theeess=sr tribes from the north country. While

UistToRs
at these great gathering places the vigitibgtedimes to0k part in

N
religious celebrations, war dances and the spectacular "hand gemes

[ 1
or "bone game® which provided fm® large scale recreationgzmemng

&, G x‘gxd\aﬂ ¢
» ‘g‘" The articles of S S = FER RS

buffalo skins, furs of many kinds, various articles of clothing,

-

consisted of deer and

" ,/’! &
feathers, shells and trinkets, dried deer and buffalo meat, pem- /

/
mican and slaves and horses. The Indian tribes to the east and f},‘ﬁmﬂ#

north as well as those from the south and west traveled great |

: ; art N
distances to this tEmimg—TEFs®r for the purpose of trade in fish —"

and other articles not avallable to them locally. Trading was
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tion; fowx trade and traffic,..."
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PR ocuRement OF
carried on mostly in the late summer and fall., Y%Yeemscoumime-t

Vis foRs )
food for theSbsisinc-—leddgrs was no problem at such times. Toe

Salmon were abundant in the riveg;and roots and berries were
available on the hills. The resident tribes permitted the visitors

to use their fishing places and also provided them with gear o

sbch\cheNnesddwan. At no time, however, did the visiting Indians ¥

ever assume any property rights in the fisheriesyx Vheserbelonged \
ide L
Feople
The Iedian fribes from the eastern country who regularly
visited this great fishing and trading center were the Nez Perce,
Walla Walla, Cayuse and Umatilla tribes. l&lexander Ross in re-
lating the adventures of the early white settlers in Oregon from
1810 to 1813 made the following statement: ",..the main camp of
the Indians is situated at the head of the Narrows, and may con-
tain during the salmon season, 3,000 souls, or more; but the con-
stant inhabitants of the place do not exceed 100 persons, and are
called the the rest are all foreigners from dlfferent

tribes throughout the country, who resort hither, not for the

purpose of catching salmon, but chiefly for gambling and specula-
i
T

Ehﬁ‘ihﬁdmﬁﬁu§paTe_ia“thﬂféﬁea%“ﬁisﬁeﬁyﬁ”f/
’Z’Aése |

to the north who lived in the Yakinaiziver

—

yvalley and who were collectively known as the Yakimas also took
part in this great fishery at $he Dalles and Falls. They were
related to the tribes at the falls through intermarriage and

participated in their religious celebrations and recreational
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activities., They made a pilgrimage to the fglls each spring to
& . & MueR divefle Rs .

celebrate the "Feast of the Salmon® with the resddeni_taibee—timrens
George Gibbs in his report on the Indians of the Washington Terri-
tory in 1852 made reference to the Yak;%if fishing at Fhe Dalles’
(ibbsmime=s= "Besides the fisheries at The Dalles, the Yakimas iﬁgﬁ
have others in their river, up which the salmon run without inter-
ruption far into the mountains.™

In the Yakima Treaty of June 9, 1855 the United States included
the Yakimas with 13 other tribes and collectively called them the
Yakima Nation. All the tribes along the north bank of the Columbia

Eﬁwer_in the vicinity of Fhe Dalles and Celilo Falls were included

in the Yakima Treaty. iheﬁaames\ef“thcssu%rihssﬁané—thsfcondéiions
qp\;hQ,m:ﬁa;ywaPe\8iTGB’Th*%ﬁB’f}Tgf\?agbG’U£—$hiﬁ—beﬁkl9¢. All

these tribes composing the YVakima Nation are commonly referred to

at the present time as the YakimaFribe. ' 44£’rﬁ

E

\Juwe 25,

In the same year ,(Eﬁé United States msde—entireaty<gith

theziéztmHuuhJxmxmmu;Q}dﬂﬂ*%ﬁﬂﬁthJ%ﬂﬂanwi¢ also made a treaty

with the ¥eit=n tribes along the south banks of the Columbia river

in the vicinity of Phe Dalles and Celilo Falls and collectively re-
&s The FRibes Grna Painds 6F iddie ORegon,,

ferred to them dotheTars_Surings Sndiams. EEE these treaties =

¥I5E5 the United States guaranteed the Indians the right to fish at

their usual and accustomed Tishing places along the Columbia‘giver.

The language of the Yakima Treaty is as follows:

"The exclusive right of taking fish in all the streams,

where running through or bordering said reservation, is

further secured to said confederated Indians, as also the
right of taking fish at all usual and accustomed fishing

& Pl AE
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places, in cormon with the citizens of the ter-
teritory and of erecting temporary buildings for
curing them; together with the privilege of hunt-
* ing? gathering roots and berries, and pastu;ing
& - their horses and cattle upon open and unclaimed

RBJEiJ land."

Although the United States guaranteed the Indian tribes at

Fhe Dalles and Celilo Falls the right to continue to fish there,
they were expected to move thsie~eesidance to the reservations
set aside fér them in the interior of the country. Here, the
United States endeavored to assist tg:ﬁgégiaas in changing from
a life of hunting and fishing to one of farming and stock raising
with the hope that they would become self-supporting and follow
white man's ways of living.

As might be expected, many ef—phe—Fmg¥ens from theme river
L = ===~ mo&ed to the reservations, but some memained because
tradition was too strong to tear them away from their native
haunts. Those who moved to the reservations eventually tired of
the restrictions and arduous tasks imposed upon them by their
white guardians. }fFew of the economic and social benefits promised
them ever materialized. Furthermore, wisEEE—gwer religion, regard-
less of creed, was forced upon them with punitive measures. Their
long hair was ordered cut by an Act of Congress with the hope that
it would turn them away from their native worship. The leaders of
their religious gatherings were often imprisoned and hobbled with
ball and chain. While teaching the'fen.@%mrandments of the Bible,

‘»‘Eiﬂ!%?’sad :

thelr;’k;jcge guardians rm‘-:{ them of thelr lands and mgovern—

ment meskewsss sent to the reservations for their use. The Indian

is by nature a realist and expects actions to agree with teachings.
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It is no womder that many dR the~Inddiaps slipped away from the

reservations and returned to their native haunts along the river. qé_‘*

Settlement Y bhe~whihtegran took place very rapidly along the
Oregon banks of the river in the vicinity of “fhe Dalles, This chi'wg(,
/.a-*-

~

ceemt=d an ever-increasing conflict between the Warm Springs In-
\%ﬁﬂtc TRvhes oF I’m&d& CReg on)

dians )vho returned to the river to flsh}and the white settlers.

The lands adjacent to the Indian's fishing locations were deeded

to the settlers. This made it necessary for the Indians to brespass
y)

on them in order to get to their fisheries. Thz;ﬁzz;ans also set

up their camps and drying sheds on these lands. Since many Terdsems
brought their horses with them, ‘;pese likewise were imposed upon

his
the pastures of the settlers. The—fmitmms unwittingly created a
That,

nuisance the settlers refused to tolerate, them. Furthermore,
the settlers claimed exclusive right to the fishing locations

cw&m NN g Commen ced
qEtereends=—ty their lands and hngng to use them to catch salmon for

Preotested
commercial purposes. ﬁ‘-P-FG-‘GOS-t—RHS—mad-e—by—ﬂle settlers)To the
Yhat Fhe were TRespassiv
é?overnment OR—the—tResnasidngumadthc Tarm SpPIings Inaians;j'lb
relieve the situation the United States made another treaty with
the Warm Springs Indians in 1865 known as the' Huntington Treaty.
This treaty forced the Warm Springs Indians to sell their inheri-
ted fishing sites at ®fhe Dalles and Celilo Falls to the United
States and remain on the reservation. TFor this transaction, the
¥
Indians received 3,500, éeiders. The Huntington "reaty, then,

left the Yakimas as the only Indians retaining rights to these
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fishing places @leng the—~xiyergires thex had~LormeTh simeed~them
WM The—TaXa SpTHnes
The Yakimas likewise had their troubles with the white settlers

along the Washington banks of the river. The first large scale

ConwTROUeRS —\ )
came at their Tum Water fisher
o y&aﬁﬁﬁﬁé
-e=sm, 0, D. Taylor having secured deeds to the lands embracing
{ocation

this #&gemy proceeded to prevent the Indians from crossing these
lands and maintaining their camps on thangstzﬁh==£==h:::5 The
Yakimas appealed to the United States to protect their rights %o
tie—fiabemy as promised #hem in their Freaty ef=tass. In 1886
the United States on behalf of the Yakima Egibe instituted action
in the'f%rritorial courts of Washington against €—#. Taylor to
enjoin him from preventing tha:fztima?knﬁizns access to them
Tu@:ﬁgter fishery. The Supreme: Court of the State of Washington
in the following year ordered an injunction issued against Taylor

InfeRFeRRin G
restraining him from further ingexfersmres with the YakimaZs, =

L el
In 1905 the Yakimas were again denied access to their fish-
eries along the bames—rf—the Columbia ri:a:;at'fﬁe Dalles. Lineas

and Audubon Winans operated a fish wheel at this location and had

aol; QININY QUKW menT
acquired the land it from the . by patent.

Gin
In order to mmke exclusive use of this flshery which they claimed

they were lawfully entitled to, they prevented the Yakimas from
crossing their land. The Yakimas applied to the U, S, District
Court for an injunction against’Winans. The pGurt refused the
injunction and the case was taken to the Circult Court of Appeals
which upheld the action of the lower court. The Yakimas then

Under The
appealed to the United States for the protection oﬁzﬁhmrrjffeaty;

Aksnirp, pights. The United States on behalf of the Yakimas took
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( Uniled States That court
theime cese to thiASupreme Court i vhreCounbrya The g Supheme-

Gaet reversed the action of the lower courts and enjoined the

]
Winans from further interfering with the Yakima®s use of this

Qo
fishery. Justice McKenna in writing te opinion SE=—Sas—sewmts

stated:
T "At the time the treaty was made the fishing places were

part of the Indian country, subject to the occupancy of
the Indians, with all the rights such occupancy gave.

ﬁg The right to resort to the fishing places in controversy
=~ was part of the larger rights possessed by the Indians,
LL§ upon the exercise of which there was not a shadow of

oy impediment, and which wer€ not much less necessary to

the existence of the Indians than the atmosphere they
breathed. New conditions came into existence, to which
those rights had to be accommodated.” g

— In 1916 the Seufert Bros., who operated a cannery at Fhe Dalles
on the Oregon side of the river, prevented the Yakimas from using

the Wah‘iﬁcks or Lone Tree fishery adjacent to their property. The
Yakimas claimed-this location as one of their usual and accustomed

fishing sites. The Seufert Bros. maintained that since this site

was on the Oregon side of the river, the Yakimas,had no right to itw Gwel

ihe United States on behalf of the Yakimas instituted action in the
District Court of Oregon against the Seufert Bros. fencinterfeming
WEDthe Telcimals uge~oithe\llahasucks fighery. The District Court
.decided in favor of the Yakimas. The case was appealed to the )
Supreme Court of the United Statesﬂ?ﬁ&n 1919 the Supreme Court up-
held the decision of the Distriet Court and stated the following

opinion:

L\

"The distriect court found, on what was sufficient evi-
dence, that the Indians living on each side of the river,
ever since the treaty was negotiated, had been accus-
tomed to cross to the other side to fish . . . The
record also shows . . . that the Yakima Indians were
accustomed to resort habitually to the locations

D

b PrgE
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described in the decree for the purposes of fishing
at the time the treaty was entered into, and that they
continued to do so to the time of the taking of the
evidence in the case, , . . . HOW the Indians understood
this proviso we are considering cannot be doubtful.
During all the years since the treaty was signed they
have been accustomed habitually to resort for fishing to
the places to which the decree of the lower court applies
« « «» This shows clearly that their understanding of the
treaty was that they had the right to resort to these
fishing grounds . . . and this is the extent of the
right that is secured to them by the decree we are asked
to revise. To restrain the Yakima Indians to fishing
on the north side and shore of the river would greatly
restrict the comprehensive language of the treaty, . . .
and would substitute for the natural meaning of the ex-~
pression used - - for the meaning which it is proved the
Indians, for more than fifty years derived from it -=-
the artificial meaning which might be given to it by

the law and by lawyers."

The right of the Yakimas to fish at Celilo Falls on the Oregon

alse
side of the Columbia river was,contested in the Brookfield Fisheries

A
case in 1936. The courts of the State of Oregon decided in favor
of the Yakimas in this case. Thus the Freaty rights of the Yakima
Indians to their aboriginal fisheries at"rhe Dalles and Celilo
‘@;'Falls have been successfully defended throﬁgh'the years by the

$f;' ;@deral anﬂ.ﬁéate courts, EEPe Yakimas have also’continuously exer-/ _fi

dgsg; cised these rights to their fisheries and today are the dominant
o tribe on the fishing grounds. In 1951 the Yakimas formed 63 per céht
of all the Indians fishing in the area. 1In the same year 78 per cent
of all the fish, in pounds, sold to e commercial buyérs in the

area were caught by the Yakimas.

From 1847 to the early 1900's there was an ever-increasing
march of white men with their families to the great Northwest.

The broad valleys of the Columbia river and its tributaries were

e
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| The Yakimg?élﬂtzns were fartunate in having tribal fishing
locations at The Dalles and Celilo Falls, for here they could
still catch the salmon in large numbers. It was a different
story for the Indians in the eastern part of the region. When the
salmon pegmriefEtsss in their local streams became depleted they
were forced to seek new fishing locations where they could catch
2 salmon in sufficient numbers to supply their needs. The only
places where the salmon could still be caught in large numbers were
at fhe Dalles and Celilo Falls. Therefore, it was necessary for
them to travel each summer to Celilo Falls in order to secure their
winter's supply of fish. The Yakima Indians at the Falls became
hosts to the visiting Indians and shared their tribal fishing loca-
tions with them. In fact, within recent years, Celilo Falls has
become a Mecca for the Indians throughout the Northwest. It is
the last place on the Golumbia'giver where they can still qatch
salmon in large numbers with tﬂ;ir primitdive type of fishing gear.

This once great aboriginal fishing and trading center of the

will
Indians &il1, like many other ancient landmarks,Asoon be destroyed

by white man's progress. In the fall of 1956 a large power and
navigation dam which is being constructed by the @@ Corpls of /QRMJ,
Engineers near the city of The Dalles, Oregon, will be completed.

The filling of the pool above this dam during the following winter
and spring will completely inundate the Dalles, Celilo Falls and

the ancient fishing places there. To be sure, the United States

will compensate the Yakimas with American dollars for the loss of
thiﬁyf;gat fisheg; which has been their inheritance through the

2
qurRe OF 3/5,0i9,640 Was Setfled WpPon) «
ages. [No amount of money, however, will adequately compensate
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soon populated with industrious settlers who turned them into
productive agricultural areas. LEE the valleys east of the Cascade
mountains, where rainfall is sparse, the lands were watered through
irrigation from the abundant flows in the streams. The use of the
streams for this purpose became so extensive that by the turn of
the century many «&£=$RS® were completely dried up in the late

summer and fall.CD This spelled destruction to the runs of salmon

Sqalimanv Poputafions oF,
that originally populated them4/|§%ny of the large tributaries in

tuens CRitcally deg Lo
HhresSsares=ef Washington, Oregon and Idaho, ~th=e==h : -

ag A
.H‘R/u;\? irrigation N

was especially true of the Yakima E;ver. Large dams for impound-

E

. This

ing irrigation waters spanned this river at strategic points.
These simssw impeded:@ndat times completely blocked the upstream
migration of the salmon. Furthermore, the young salmon moving
downstream on their way to the ocean, were led into the Irrigation
canals and thence into the small ditches in the fields. With the
cessation of irrigation in the fall, fthe young salmon in the canals
and ditches had no means of escape and perished by the millions.
The salmon runs in the Yakima giver, around which the Indians had
so closely woven their lives for untold ages, rapidly declined and
by 19285 were only a shadow of their original abundance. The many
odd=mn fishing villages originally nestled along the banks of the
river were gradually erased from the landscape and became memories

of the past.
L] -

{:ﬁhe Federal Bureau of Reclamation originated in the U. S. Reclama-
o tion Act of June 18, 1902. This made Federal assistance possible
0 to the rapidly increasing irrigation developments in the West.
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them for the loss they will sustain. Celilo Falls means more to the
Yakimas than just a place to catch and dry salmon. The e dooked
upon as a natural shrine given to the Indians by the &wmst Creator
as a symbol of plenty}and like the salmon are revered in the relig-

ious celebrations that have been carried on in the roar and mists

uwtold
of their falling waters for ccamhiwss ages., In fact, Celilo Falls
el ew

arg as sacred to the kzmEs=ms as any cherished temple or cathedral
g fo the white man. It is for this reason that the Yakima tribal
chiefs who signed the Treaty is=IZ=® insisted that the rights of
their people to worship and fish at Celilo Falls be guaranteed them
forever, or in the words of the Yakima chiefs, "As long as the
mountain stands and the great river flows to the sea.”

The intrinsic value of Celilo Falls can never be compensated
with white man's gold. Their loss will be a severe blow to the
culture and lives of the Yakimas, Fhe wound CTTr—irte® may heal
Withlpime but the scar can never be erased. Thus will pass another

of ﬁ%e Northwest's famed natural monuments g dagred by—the-destruc~

1

- s 3 i 5 i . .

vigsgn, /h/‘ ./I,j,"
/BipXogist ; 4 /
ndifan, N&tion






