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Fort Simcoe, 1856-59 By 0laf T, Hagen, Asso ciate Resear ch Technician,

“epion IV, National Park 5ervice,:’a1fﬁrancisco July 15, 1939

Fot ®imce was established in the fall of 1856 "not for
the immediate protection 9f the whites, but to keep the Indians in awe"
and to leam their fee ings af® and intentions end "to check these when
they became inimical,"I "hen *g3j0r Yeneral Wool's concillatory policy,
bitter¥y opposed by many civilian officials and residenté of the
Washington Territory had been descredited as a result of the renewal of
hostilities by the Indians in 1858, Fort Simcoe was abandon ed by the militar
in the following spring. “Yonceived to police the Indians as it had been,
it was a logical place for an Indian agency and was transferred to the
L dian Service for that purpose. Until 1922 , when the Yakimaagency
was removed to To ' enish, Fort Simcoe was the headguarters for the Agency
which had attracted national attention under the able direction of "Father"
James H, Wilbur, Contrary to the arguments of those who believed the race
doomed to extermination because of natural or other causes the
lhdians of the Y&k ima REServation were :not fading away be fore the breath
of the white man."lnstead a small increace in population was reported
from year to vea, The WSplendid"results of agent W lbur's 1abor"fully
demons trat ed the truth of that generally doubted and scouted proglem among
western neople, the capability of the Indian for permanent civ;lization

i

and Yhristianization, During “ilbur's administraktion visitors to the

reservation saw not only ”finely cultivated farms, well-built houses,

barns and other outbuildings, fences, ditches, e tc, but also schools and

2
churches.

Most of the builiings existing at Fort Simcoe today wPe@ were erected
----1-34 Yong, 3 “ess. H, Ex. Doc 76 ESer.905® 255-256.
2-eports of the Commissioner of indian Affairs, 1866, 22-23; 1868,102;
1871, 283; 1872, 337,
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during its more important days as an Indian agency.d t least six buildings

8till standing, how ver, can betraced the earlier and more romantic period
when Fort Simcoe w as a military nost. ‘heir well preserved cmdition and
attractive appearance is a credit tc their bu lders,

The establishment of a military post in the Simcoe Valley was a
direct result of the Yakima War of 1855-56, The ocuapation of the country
by the troops was believed necessary to 669 prevent a recurrene of
Indiscretions by the whites or Indian depredations that might lead to a
renewal of the war. Lt is Interesting tono e that the post was not merely
to keep the Indians in awe, butwas also to aid in the exclusion of white
settlers from the region. raking advantage of the natural barrier formed
by the Cascade ‘ountains and gua ding the Naches Pass with troops from
Fort Simcoe, “enersl % ol believed that the labors of the Army onthat
frontier might be r educed. l]hus, economy, a 8 well as the belief that the
country was unfit for cultivation and settlement by the whites @8 and
was required by the Indians, prompted the pursuance of a police which
helped make Géneral “o0l!'s name an anathema to many of the settlers
and officials of the “ashington Territory,

The decision to establish a permanent military post in the Yakima
country is vaguely susgested by General “ool's instructions of Jan,
29 ,1858. Col, George hright'whn was placed in command of the operat ions
of the regular troops asainst the Indians east of the Cascade Mountgins,
was directed to establish his headquarters at port Yalles where all the

3
troops under his command were to be concentrated , Ag

5-—Evans, Elwood, Comp. History of the Pacific Northwest: Opegon and wash.

2 cols, North Pacific History Company,Portland Oregon,1889) 1, 586,
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soon as the season permitted," that is, as socon asgrass can be obtained,"
expeditions were ordered-to be made to the Selah Fishery on the Yakima
River and to the "alla Wall country, reported one hundred and forty -two
miles respectively, from Fort Dalles4.

Wool's stress on the prior and permanent occupation of the "“alla Walla
country may be partially explained by complaints he received about the
attacks on and the pillaging of peaceful Indians by the Oregn Volunteers

whom Father E. Cherouse reported were "without discipline, without order,

5
and similar to madmen." Ihe guperintendent of Indian Affairs for Oregon

also reported occupation of that region essential to ke ep the peaceful

tribes from jeining the war.5 Regardless of Wool's intentions events in
the Yakima country nearer to Fort palles placed this region in the
forefront., % *“arch 26,1856, only two days after “right's command had
crossed the Columbia River near Fort Dalles, occured the massacre of the
settlements at the Casca es by Klickitat and Yakime Indiens. Retuming to
the seat of the trouble,VJright had been preceded by Lieut P.H. Sheridan

from Yort Vancouver. “right's expedition into the Indiancountry proper,

however, was delayeduntil communications had been secursd and
7
confidence restosdd.

Wright was convinced that the Yakima country must be permanently occupied
by the military,.

“oolfs plan as announced on January 29, 1856 s contemplated the

4-Tbid: Bancroft Hubert Howe, The Hlstory of "ashington,Idsho and
Monuana 1845-1889 (Vol XXXI of Works, he History L’ompany,‘se«nIF‘:ranc s co,
Ualifornla 1889),117,

5-Letter from lather E. Cherous, Jan,15,1856 in “eport of Yomm'r of Ind.
Affairs for 1856, 195,

6--Letter by Joel PdLmer Jan . 28,1856, “‘eport of Commr...1856, 193 -94
7-Evans, op Cit., 611,
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use of the Selah Fish:ery as a b.se of operations in the Yakie.country.
An immediate post of one company between Fort Dalles and the Selah
Fishery might b e necessary "to prevent the Yakimas from tding fish on
the tributaries of the Yakima and Columbia."8 'he vicinity of Atshnam
Mission, about seventy miles from The Dalles, was suggested as possible

9
importance "as the intermediate post between The Dalles and the Fishery."

It does d)taappear, however, that x“ool, at first contemnlated the
permanent occupation of the Yakima country, at least the selection of a
site was not stressed as was the case in the “alla Walla region where
posts had previously been sug-ested by Wool and others.lo After the
attack on the —ascades led to the prior emphasis that wa placed on the
Yok ima country, Wright wrote that "a strong post must be established in
the heart of that ¢®O0 country. It will not do to march through an Indian
country simnly. We should nake them understand that we are going to make
a permane 't settlement with them, break up their fisheries, and harass
them constantly, in order that they shall have no time for laying in a
supply of food. “y this course I think they maybe brought to terms,
perhaps not until next winter. It is only a question of time. It
must be acconplished in the end." e

It was April 28 before Wright resumed his march into Yékimakountry.
After #he long delay Governor “urry of Oregon, to whom Wright had
complained of the embarassing attacks on friendly Indians by the Oregon
volunteers, whose withdrawl from the country w as rgequested, considered it
"a matter of congratulation that the United States Troops have at

8-Evans, op. cit., 1,596,

9--Ibid; Bancroft, Vorks XXxI ,117.

10-85 Con., 1 Sess, H, Ex, Doc., 88(ser, 956), 151
1l-~vans, op. cit. 1,610-611,
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length mal e a forward movement, and I trust mothing wi 1l occur to

render yoQ8001d0d0d8d nurgatory your prorosed campaim into Yakima
28
Country."

Wright proceeded tothe Naches “iver where he was faced with large numbep
of Indians, but due to the high stage of ther iver he did not cross his

troops in pursuit of the Indians, instead he becan negotiating with them.
1¢
He was confidnt that he would soon mske peace--with or without fighting,"

He €id 'not déspalr of ultimately reducing these Indians to sue for

peace, I believe they really desir it and must find out what outside
14

influence is operat ing them from coming Tt Fin2lly c rossing the
“aches he left a part of his command under Colonel E.J. S teptoe at the

encampment where Fort Naches, sometimes known as the ' basket fort" had been
15 - :
established, Although the Indisns failed to come in for conferences
i 16
at the points and dates agreed upon, “right continued his negotiations

and on July 18, declaredthat 'the war inthis country is closed...we have
penetrated the most remote hiding places of the enemy, and forced him to
ask for mercy. “eserted by their chiefs, savd perservingly pursued by our
troops, the Indians had no other cou se left to them, but to surrender,
1 have about five hundred men,women and children at this place ; with a
much lar ger number of horses and cattle--these Indians, of theirown
accord,brought in, and delivered up, 4 1 the horses and mules int heir

possession , belonging to the government

12-Ibid, I 611; 34 “ong., 3 Sess., H, 23, Doc, 76 (906) 215-216,

13--Major General John E, Wool, comme nding the “epartment of the facific

to Lt. Col, 1. Thomas, Asst. Adjt. Cen'l, U.S.A rmy June 3,1858; in 34 Uong.
3 ®ess, 7, Bx, Doc 76 'ser. 908) 164

l4--Fvans op., cit,., 1,611,

15-Tbid: Fuller, George W. The Inland Empire; # History of the Pacific
Northwest '3 vols H,G. Linderman, Spokane, " ash, 1928,11, 247,

16-Evans Op. Yit, o., 611,
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about twenty in number... they are fully impressed with the folly of
their continuing the war,..mo long as the troops sim ly moved through
their country and retired, it had but little effect; ‘he Indians were
generally the gainers by it." A steady advance over their whole country
and "the understanding that the country is to be permanently occupied,' hha
nhad a different effect, according to Wright,

“fter :having examined this country pretty thorougmly“ Wright was "som e
what at a loss as to fix upon a position for a permanent military post.
‘he whole country should be given to the Indians; they require it.18
The most eligible position he had found by July 18, was "a short distance
bevond the “$oponish“ where theye is good timber for bu ;ding, grass
and water In abundan;e-—tvis 0008 point is on tehe south bo ndary of
the ﬂimcoellalley, and at the point of the intersection of the trails
from ort Dalles, and the Kamash prairies.,.the habitation of the
kﬁickjtat} ..The point above referred to has the advantage also, of
commanding both routes to the Codumbia and holding in check the
Klickitats; who would not be likely to commit any hostile acts with
a military force QRGRONENNG int heir rear. the season is rapidly
weariﬁg away, and arrangements for the winter must be made as soon as
practicable...I sugrest that one military post of four companies , would
be ample until next sprin._q,.'19

After making this preliminary report on the advantages of the

17--Colonel “eorse Wrisht, . mmandins the Jorthern District to iajor
W.%. Mackall ésst.A-th Yen'1, Dept of the Pacific,July 18, 1856, WS
in "efords of Var Dept. #3jt. ®mBnl's Office, Dept of the Pa01flc National
Apchives. “ereafter referred to as AGO, National Archives.

18-Ibid.

19-Ibid,
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Ssmcoe Valley for a militery post, Colonel Wright azain 2% eoxamined

other regions of tle country further north. From camp on the Atahnam Creek
on July 25, he reported that he had explored that creek to its junction
with the Yakima River, tweive miles distant, and the Yakima to the mouth
of the Waches, ten miles from the mouth of the Atahnam. cottonwood and
willow were found in abundakce,"but no building materials.zo

Finding the country to the north unsatisfactory for the purposes of
a military post, Colonel 1"'Jr*irght returned to the “imcoe Valley and on
August 3, reported thathis position of the Top enish Creekvwas the
"most 'desireble one for a station for the Winter."zl the situation was in
an oak studded ravine that opened to the east on a plain t hat extended
to the Yakima River, along whidh led trails to the Selah and Kittitas
Valleys, and to the ¥alla ¥alla country. On the foppenish were both oak
and cottonwood and a “ew miles to tle west was an "abundant sup»ly of the
best pine bimber accessible with uagons."zzwhe valley was said to be
warmer tan those further north and it was reported that the Indians
at the Littitas, Naches and along the Yakima would all winter here,“ for
1t is a central point.The roads from ‘he Dalles, Oregon, Kamash Lake and

from “allaWalla all unite here."

Morever the Simcoe valley was extensive,
af fording grass for athe aminals and sufficient good land for gardening.
The site selected laybetween Simcoe and Topoenish Creeks in an oak

grove that the Indians call d “mul mul", or "ilool Mool,u said to
20-"right to Mackall, July 25, 1856, MS KO0 #Co Nat ional “rchives.
21-Snlawn, “ndrew Jackson “amiakin The Last Hero of the Yakimas
(Kilham Pblishing Yompany,Portland Or., 1917),63 (Wright's report of
August 3,1856). |

22-Ibid,
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1. 23 1t was aout sixty five miles north of ‘he Dalles
mean " any springs." 0 0
on the Columbia, in latitude 46 14! ncorth and longitude 120

40" west. ("s@(deu)‘_

b1
“he task of establishins “ort Simcoe was entrusted to Ma jor Robert Seldo

Garnett of the Jinth Infantry. “e had come to “Yepartment of the Pac ific

with companies of his regiment only shortly before he reported to Solonel
24

Silas Yasey, in command in the Puget Sound region, in March,1856, After
three companies under his command had securec the country alonz the Green
end Cedar rivers in May, Colonel Casey hau reported that as far as the

indian west of the “ascade “ountains were concerned,"the contest is about
25 3
ended." ¥n May 21, Major “arnett with his two companies was ordered
to proceed by way of the “owl itz and Columbia Rivers mad join Wright
2

east of the mountains. *arly in June he was en route for that destination.
by way of the longer route,t e use of which has been c riticized sirmce some

of the x"“ash:‘mgton Volunteers crossed to the Yak ima Valley by way of the

Naches Pass not lono after ~arnett set out for that country.,

Ven Wright set out for his explorat ion of the #tammam on July 21,
28 and
Garnett had been left in command of the t roops at the "Kittitas."

Ibid: McWhorter, Lucullus Virgil, Tragedy of the “ahk-shum, n~Prelude to
the Yakima War (L.V. McWhorter, akima, "ash,, 1937) 18 N.5.
Mc"horter translated the words,"ubbling Yater." Ur, A, Heger who was
stationed at Fort “imcoe as Assistant Surgeon, 1857-59 calls it "mul-mul"
36 “on, 1 Sess. =en. ex. Doc 52 (ser.d 906) 260

24-Fyvans op. cit. I, 595,

25-Yo00l to lhomas, June 3, 1856- in 24 Con 1 sess H. ex. Yoc. 76
(ser. 906)163,
26-1lbid-*vans op. cit. 595.
27-Stevens, @azard,lhe Life of *saac lngalls Stevens (2 vols, Houghton
Mifflin and ompany,Boston and New York, 1900) II, 195.
28-Wright €o"Mackall, July 25, 1856, MS AGo Nt ional Archives,
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apperently remained inthat vicinity until ordered to the Simcoe‘valley
to take charge of establishing Fort Simcoe, e arly in August. The exact
date of his removal there and of the establishment of the post are not

entirely clear. One writher states that the post was established August 2
29

pursuant to orders No, 10,¥orthem District, Department of the Pacific.

“n Aygust 17, Col, “right reported that two companies of the Ninth

‘nfantry under Major uarnett were erecting temnoary quarters for the
30
accommodation of four<3ompanies." Having found the country on the

Atanhnam and to the narth lacking in building materisls snd " asmost of
the Indians would winter in the warm val ley of the “im-co-e," he planned
but one post in the country. If necessary when “ajor Haller's camp in

the "Kittitas " valley on the Yakima was broken up that fall one
31
company could halt at the Atahnam and hut-in for the winter.

An immediate problem in connection with the establishment of I“ort
Simcoe was the opening of improved communications with Fort Dalles,

the ®8 nearest military post, and from the vicinity of which supplies
‘ 32

had to be forwarded to the new post. As early as August 17, v

g d
Yent 6f his company "B' of the ninth Infantry were at work on a wagon

aptain

road, a reconnaissance of the country having first been made to determine
g 33 _
fu)

its feasibility. efore the last of “eptember the "Army's six mule

wagons, with an ordinary load, were enabled to pass over the

29-plawn, op. cit. 63

30-Ibid.

31-Ibid

32 Ipid

33-Yright €o Mackall, May 15,1857, MS AGo, National Archives.
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34
whole distance. It was pointed out, however, that the road would be

open to wa~sons for about only ssven months of the year, be Ing

closed by the snows about November first. For the remaining five months
supplies would have to be forwarded by packtrains.,

Because of the lack of transportation other than by pack-train until
35
about October e during the month or so the road was open toa agons,

most transportation facilities necessarily had to be used for hauling
provisions for the supply of the four companies that were to garrison the
post, Wpat buildins materials were received at Fort Simcoe 1s not evident
but it is every probable that except for hardware and glass, that Yamne tt
was- dependant upon his own resources and mat erials of the country

for most of the construction work. fhe mule -power sawmill revorted to

be available in the spring of 1857 had probably been brought to the post
36
in the fdal 1l of 1856, Obviously here, as at other frontier posts the build-

ings were put up from the materials nearest at hand.
Pine timber conveniently accessible towagons, reported abundant

within two miles of the fort, had been a determining factor in
37
selecting the site decided upon., A1though building reports are

regretably brief we know that first buildingsput up were of “hewed pine

logs." 38

34-Ibid, Splawn doubts that the road could have been finished between
approximately Auﬂust 13 and Sept. 15 when Dent's company anm arcd to have
been absent workong on it. ®plawn op. cit. 63,
35—-hright to Mackall, “ay 15,1857, MS AGo, “ational #rchives.
36 Plan of the Post of Fort Slmcoe, ak ima ountry,Washﬁngton

Prrltory. '"Bhotostat copy fro: original in “aional Archives. A lthough
the plan is undated it was obviously submitted in t he spring of 1857. 1t
shows the builldin 8put up last fall and those that eaee proposed.

37-1b1a
38-1bid.
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w““"orl«: on these were pushed vigorously, but nevertheless w@® the troops were
said to have been exposed in tents during the severest part of the winter
before they could be overcrowded into the unfinished quarters.BQ

Tha 1857 Yort Simcoe plan indicates that at least five major structures
of the proposed post had been erected during the first winter. These
included two company barracks and tw officers quarters, apparantly of at
least two apartments each, and a guardhouse, Since the dimens ions of the
barracks are @089 indicated as 25 or 28 by 60 feet they wo 1ld certainly
nhave been"overcrowded  if a command of about 250 men were squeezed into
them. )

dgither plan nor reports studied ention the date of construction

of the four blockhouwes shown on the plin. L1t seems reasonalze to
conjecture,how ver, that these were put up during the first fall, also.
n view of the very comnon use of blockhouses of the re gion during the
period, it is possible that they were constructed for the protection of
the encampment while other buildings were in progress. ‘he total
absence of a stocltade comnecting them and the indication that they
were later to be used as laundresses' quarters, and blacksmith and
carpenter shops, shpports this probability. Such t en porary uses
might also acco nt for door and window openings that s eem I1nappropriate
for structures intended purely for defensive purposes,

One of the old Fort Simcoe blockhouses is still in a falr state of
preservation, Studied with old photographs of this and other

EYR R A K ALY
rPRPR ALt

39-36 Cong 1 “ess “en.Hx Doc 52 (ser. 1035), 265 “Yap. Snlawn

op. cit. 63. ©plawn stat es thatthe buildinzs had been f inished before
the first of the year.'" (1857) ~

40-Fort Simooe Flan.
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blockhouses of the period, details of construction can be detected., Pine
logs were hewn to form pr.ctically square timbers. At each end these werse
notched, and matched in dove-tail fashion, to form the corners of the
gtructure, as was common in log cons truction. The cas ' ng or frame of
the door and window openings of the remainig building are simply made of
sinzle boards. *he shingle roof, and possibly the roof rafters, are of
modern origin, Clapboards or handma#te shakes were undoubtedly used to
cover the roof of the blockhouse when it was first constructed.

Recent investigations have revealed what has been identified as one of
the original barracks, This building was long since covered with weat her
boarding that conceals its origiial log construction, wvwhich can be
seen on closer examination. The thickness of the walls as shown in the
door and window openings end also through holes cut in the siding by

woodpeckers reveals that it is not an ordinary frame building. The
exterior dimensions and the location of this structure identify it as
one of the origiial barracks.4l

The extent to which this b arracks has been al¥red for later us es
which 1t has served has not yet been determirs d. *he double fireplace
shown on the 1857 plan has been eliminated. From an old photogra h
that has beenfound it is evident that the purch has also beenremoved.42
“iththe aid of this photograph careful architectural investigations
should reveal later alterations and make possibld a

41--Further study 1is necessary to determine whether this barracks
was one of those erected in 1856 or whether it was put up later.

42-4A copy of the photograph is on file with Forest Supervisor Carter
"L . ry Th
akima Indian A gency, Toppenish Wash.
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reconstructed plan of one of the Fort Simcoe b rracks.

Of the other structures erected at Fort Simcoe during the f all of 1856
no surface remains are visible, ln view of the subsequent erectéon
of buildin s on the site of the ol ones it is questionsble if archaeologica
investigations will yield much information about the other barra-ks, the
officers' quarters or the guardhouse,

Existing structures and documentary evidence all indi ate that the
first buildings were of pine logs hewn square.45 If the mule power
sawmill was aballable, as believed, both i1t and whipsaws would ha e been
kept busy in providih1 boards for floors, c ellings and interior walls.
llhe use of boards for such purposes is definitely indicated by Garnett's
statement of August 14, 1857:"A1l the flooring & all the board lining
and ceiling which I put up @Pe in the grs. here last fall will have to
be talkendown this fal l, as soon as I can pet other buildin s for the
accommodation of the command, and replaned, rejointed, and put up

44
' PFurther investiration of the existing barracks may reveal

tight arain,'
original boards used for Is flooring, ceilins and walls, for those
were usually heavy enough to last a long time.under heavy use,

A1t ough the soil was said to make only an'uindifferent" quality of

brick those made locally weremade to answer the purpose of chimnies, rock

conveniently available being considered unsuitable for

43--Some of the floor jolists of the existing barracks were not hewn
entirely square but are pabrtly rouwnded.

44--Major R*s, Garnett, Commanding Fort Simecoe to Lt. col. ‘homas
Swords, Deput. Qr. *r, Gen'l, U.S.A Sa Francisco, August 14,1857, MS
4Gg, National Apchives. (See copy appended to this report). “plawn op.
city 64

4

45--Fortg¥mcoe Flan, 1857,
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such purposes. Lime which also had to be imported was used sparingly
and mortar made from it, for pointing and underpinnins the bui dinzs
and for use in parts of the chimnies exposed to the weather or the fire,was

of such propentions as tomake it undesirably weak. for much the greater
2 46
part common mud only was used," From existing structures it appears

that ;he fomndations of the first buildings were sinply blocks of rock
placed to support the buildings. No mention is made of shingles or a machhi
for making them,

In the same letter in which he asked that the post in the Yakimm country

G,

be named Fort Simcoe, ;olonel Wright noted that Major Yarnett was

"vigorously pusing tO0@ foward the erection of quar ters and storehouses.

for his com'ﬂand.47 Progress made in the construction of the buildings‘
did not come up to expectations, however. As has been stated the troops
suffered from exposure in tents ”dur?ngthe greatest part of the
Severe winter until they were crowded into unfinished quarters.48
#3 early as March 16, 1857, superiors had complained that the number of
extra duty men ought to have finished the building of the post.49
Major Garnett nevertheless contemplated the corpletion of a four company
post on a more ambitious scale than his first year's accomplishments
suggested.

The ground plan submitted in 1857 provides a good pi turc of Fgort

Simcoe as contemplated by Major Garnett . T he arrancement of the

46--Carnett to Swords, August 14, 1857, S AGo National Aprchives.

4

47-Ypight to W.yw, lackall, Sept. 20, 1856, MS Ago. “ational Archives.
48-00fi0 36 Cong 1 Sess Sen. Ex. Doc 52 (ser. 1035) 264

49-Garnett to ¥ .w, WMackall, July 1857, Ms Ago National #rchives.
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buildinss was planned for form a guadrangle, enclosing a parade or
hollow square, as was common at military posts. The upport portion of the
square was enclosed by the officers' quarters and the lower half by.conpany
barraks, storehouses, guardhouse and other buildings. In addition to
twenty buildings facing the parade, five on each side of the square,
fourteen bulldings designazed as company kitchens and mess rooms,
laundreésés' and servants quarters were shovn behind #nd parallel to the
major buildings. The blockhouses, already mentioned, were placed so as to
form the cormers of a lgrger square., *“ad they been connected with a
stockade it would hav- enclosed all the buildin- s shown on the plan. Stable:
and corrals were also erected, ggg these were "ot shown on the plan, nor
has any sketch of them been fowund,
The principal buildings propesed were: One field officers' quarters

for the commanding officer; four captain's quarters;four lieutenants'
quarters each accommadating two families and two of which had been

constructed during the f irst fall; fow canpany barracks, two of which had
dl ready been put up; an ofBicer's mess; two storehouses; the ~uardhouse,
already erected, and several lesser buildings. Except for the lieutenants!
Q060 quer ters and the barracks all of tlk proposed buildings were to be of

frame construction,

The arrangement and the buildincs of Fort Simcoe as completed was not

entirely as shown on the 1857 plan. Indignant at the refusal of
the susr termaster's Department in cooperation by granting materials
r=quisitioned, “arnett informed his superiors that the buildings would

be put up according to his original plans" or according to pnlans still
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50
more economical if i1t be satisfattory. When the post was tumed
“ervice
over to the Indian gent R.H, Tansdale reported only eight
officers' quarters instead of nine as shown on the plan.SlIt appears
also that only three of the company barracks were c:mpleted.52

Detailed plans of the individual buil ings have not been found.

Four of the officers' quarters are still standing, and dthough

suffering from neslect reanlting from years of abandonment, their good

statecof preservation is a credit to their builders. Even after more

than half a century of use for agency purposes and over fifteen years of
comparative neglect sagging floors appear tobe the principal defect of

these buildings. ¥post of those that have disappeared appear to hae been

destroyed by fire,

Records make no mention of the fo ndations of the buildings except
thet line wa- wante for mortar to be used in underpinning the quarter's,53
insting foundations indicate that locally dressed rock wes used for
thet pirpose. Being refused firebrick, although rock svitable for
chinmies was not available locally,fireplaces were 1lined with dressed

stone quarriednear ‘he Dalles, fhe two fireplaces of the commandant's
house lined with brick w-re probably completed sf ter the Army had
abandoned the post as _amebt indicate t that two of the "attic" rooms

~ T 5E =
would be left unfinished. A1though the chimnies were

50-Garnett to Swords, Aug 14, 1857, MS AGO National & rchives.

51-36 Cong. 1 se s, H Ex. Doc 188 (ser. 1023), 179

52-Ibid-Lansdale reported "Eight large officers' quarters, some of them
élegant structures;t hree larese barracks, for men, one large hospital;
two large warenouses,; one lar ge corral and stable,beside = many lesser
buildings."

53-Carnett to Swords, Aug. 14, 1857. MS Ago. dational Archives.,
54-Ibid,
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constructed of the indifferent® brick, which the local soil was said to
~ 56

make, the have lasted well.

:he exteriors of the four officers' quarters are all similar, being
of board and batten construction. ‘he battens employed to cover the
jéints of the wider boadds, placed vertifally as siding, vary in
shape. The battens for some of the buildings are beveled at the edges,
thereas, others were rounded and grooved rear the outer edges.,

foors and windows,although sturdy and simple in construction, are
graceful in details. Door panels are neatly beeveled. Both 68 door and
window casings are simple, but effectively trimmed. #indow sashes vary.
hectangular panes or French windows were used in most places, but in the
Commandant's house diamoned shaped panes are found in seversl windows.
Mullions aprear unusually d eep and thin, being but slightly beveled.

%he interior finishing of the buildings also varies. While Sane, if

58
not all of the frame buildings were masonry lined, interior walls and

Yarnett indicates that

ceilings were finished in plaster or in boards.
he had at first intended to use boards, sawed, planed and jointed,
locally for the interiors of all the buildings. ‘e soon found that “board

-

warps, shrinks and cracks to such an extent that you camot mske a
permanently tight wall of it.59 The refore in spite of the Quartermaster
Department's Recommendations against the use of lime because of its
excessive cost due to the distance it had to be transported

56--Ibid: Fort Simcoe Plan 1857

57-0'Neil, John P. Comp and Ed., Historic #me ican “uildings, Syrvey
Catalog... ianuary 1, 1938 (Covernment Prin ing Urfice, “ashington, 230
(Washington 25)

58-36 Yong 1 sess Sen. &x Doc. 52(ser. 1035), 265.
59-"arnett to Swords, Aug . 14, 1857, AQ0,Na ional “rchives.
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to Fort Simcoe Garnett insisted that the use of boards resulted in no econom
fe apparently wrangled enough of the precious stuff to plaster some of

the walls of the “ommandan't house with athick coat of mortar, weak in
lime.6o.other walls had to be covered with boards, which are still in

place., Althoush some of the board wall are now covered with paper, it was
Yormett's in ention that they shonl havebeen painted. ®o insistent was

he on this noint t hat he appealed over the heads of Department officials

1t

to the Secretary of “ar requesting that the post be supplied with "a

sufficiency of common paint to paint the quatters here, necessary for
the shelter add occupancy of this command.' The present condition of the
board walls does not sugzestthat Garnett's oPQ@idd plea was heeded. Nor
does it appear that he condescended to obey instructions to use white-
wash on boards, a finish which he considered “unfit"for habitations of
persons who desire to pereserve those habits‘of neatness and cleanliness
common among the class of people in civil 1life from whom the officers of
our Army are surposed to come.61

Lt has already e en noted that the post was completed on a scale
less amblitious than first contemplated. ‘he arrangenent of some of
the buildings was also hsnged. "nstead of the baptainqs gquarters

shown at the upper left hand corner of the quadrangle on the plan this

building appears to have been completed as a lieutenant's quarters with

60Swords to #llen,July 10,1857--8go, National £rchives.

61-%arnett to Yol. “S. Cooper, Adjt. “en'l U.S. Armv, “ashington, D-C.
Nov, 14, 1857, AGO National Archives. :

Yaper wa: beins used for walls of Fort Simcoe fgency buildings

as early as 1869. Whether it was used by the Army before 1859

has not been indicated--Miller, Amanda,"To Simcoe,"The Overland
Yonthly, III, "an Francisco, Aug, 1869, 175,
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two double fireplace , instead of the one shown on the plan.
fhe arrangement of the Uonlandant's house was also modified. Two of

the upper story apartments or attick rooms, intended as guest rooms, were
left unfinished . ‘he finishing of these rooms as sopnn as present Suggest
their completion at a later date than the rest of the structure.62

Apout the use of the buildings, little is known except what is skown
on the 1857 plan, batnett explained that the four lower apartments
of the principal r sidence were for h s personal use. Ywo of the attic
rooms were to serve as officers for "imself and the assistar t adjutant.G:5
Later this building was used as a residence bf the Indian Agents of Fort
Simcoe.64 .

The cors truction of the Fort Simcoe buildincs was comnleted In the

snring of 1858 after which the troops at the post were engaged to work
on the road to Fort “Dalles, wood-chopping and hay-cuttinz. Since
the occupation of the site in the fall of 1856, menial tasks appear to
have received more attention from the comrand than soldering did. In fact
the nost had been built lrgely by the ”extra duty“ labor of the troops,
except for masons and other mechanics wlo were employed at four or
five dollrs per day. Garnett objected to t BOsthe arrangement whereby
the troops were left so little time for profess onal duties, The
construction work, he thought properly belonqed to t he “uartermaster's
Department.65 Attention was also given ﬁb gardens. A1though exposure,
inferior subis‘ence and "imtemperance frbm liquor procured clandestinely,

and exposure in

62--""arnett to Swords, August 14, 1857. A GO National Archives.
63-Ibid,
64-Report of Commr; of fndian Affairs for 1860, 179.

65-"arnett to Swords, #ug. 14, 1859. AG0 National Archives,

/
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procuring it, were reported as causes of sickness, the change f rom salt

to fresh provisions also contributed to the none too good health of the

troops. The "total want of gardens“ and the means of farming them during

et -

the first year made liberal issues of antiscorbutics necessary.

During the first spring at the post gardens were begun. :he post fund
for March, 1857 indicates the following purchases in that

connection: fruit trees, ten dollars; garden seeds, sixty-six dollars and
fifty cents; potatoes, eighty dollars.67 jhereafter the post surgeon
reported that he issued antiscorbutics only to the detachment working on
the road to Fort ?alles?B in 1858 the diseases of the giestive orcans
were reported below the zeneral average and consisted chiefly of :diarrhoea
and colic." The principal cause of both of these ailments was a very
inferior and adulterated quality of whiskey, which, when indulged in

to any extent , was invariably followed by disorders of the ddigestive
system.This combined with the eexposure necessary to obtain it, and

also uncors cious exposure after having obtalned it, mayb e considered
69
as the cause of one half of the above disorders,"

In the summer of 1858 the more routine life at Fobt Simcoe as
Interrupted by events that led tothe renewal of the Indian war. in May
of that year Col. E,J. Steptoe's comand f rom Fort ¥Walla "alla had
narrowly escaped complets disaster.7o. In June, Yarnett reported
the attack on and the killing of oe and wounding of five af a party of

66-36 Cong. 1 sess., Pen. Ex Bpc. 52 (ser. 1035),268

67-D, Woodruff, Capt. 9 *nfy Commds. Post to W,W, Mackall,*ay 4,1857
530 Yational frchives. .

68--36 Cong 1 “ess.Sen, % Doc. 52, (Ses. 1035) 268,
69-Ibid. 267

KOHFuller, Yeorge W,The Inland Empire: A History of the Pacific
orthwest (3 vols, H.%. Lindermnan, Spokane,%ash, 1928)] ITI 1-14,
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miners who has psassed Fort ~imcoe e rly that month. “n operating
against the Thdians it was decided that the main column under Colonel

Georoe Wright should take the field against the Indians east of the Columb:
71
using Fort “alla “alla as a base. & suporting expedition under Major.

Yarnett was to operate north and west of the Uolumbia to capture Indians
implicated in the recent attacks on the miners or in former hostilities,
and to nrevent those pursued by Wright from retreat ing into lakimacountry
Garnett's expedition set out from Fort Simcoe on August 10, and returned
on September 23, Dyring their forty-five days' absence the column had

marched 505 miles, an averge of almost seventeen miles each day of
72
actual marching t ime. At least ten Indians had bsen captured and
73
executed. Ynly one offic r and one private of tle command rilled.

l)ur:'mg; the absence of Garnetths expedition the commnand of the post

had been left with Captain H.M, Judah who was some what alarmed by

the possibility of an attack onthe post and the cutting off of its
74
communications, Rumors sugg sting this dancer did not materialize.

After the return of the expedition to Fort Simcoe scveral scouting
parties wer sent out from the vost., EBither by Indians sent out for the

purnose, or by small detachments of troops, *ndians iavol ed in punishable
75
crimes were feretted ou and hung or shot, until orders were

71-1bid, 111, 18 “arnett to Mackall,June 26,1858. Ago National “rchives.

72-Garnett to Machall, July 7,17, 28, ugust 10,15,30, Sept. 2%,24,1858.,
Ago Wational Archives., Y

73-Yarnett to lackall Sept. 24, 1858 NHational Archives.

75-Capt. J J. Archer, Capt. 9 Infy Comdg. to Cant A.p, Pleasanton,
Capt. 24 ragoons A ALA.T. Fort Vancouver, “ov. 10,"ov. 20,1858, Jan 2,
1859. Same to Mackall ct. 30, 1858, MSS Cople in Letters “eceived
Department of Yperon, “an Fran c1sco Presido “rchives,
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1
issued requiring that"in all cases requiring execution,}the offender will
76
be hung and not shot.,

The operatiors of 1858-59 had confirmed the views held by those who
believed Fort Simcoe relatively useless for military purpose. #s
long as white settlement was to be excluded from the country east of
the Cascade Mountains in accordance with Yeneral Wool's orders, and upheld
by his successor General Wewton . Clarke, Fort Simcoe might have some
value--if not for the immediate protection of th whites, to pobice the
“ndians; to learn their feelings and check them when they b came inimical.
“he bandonment of this policy was made final by the ratification of the
disputed treaties dn 1859 ‘he vnolicy had virtually been abandored in
the fall of 1858 by Brigadier General w.S. Harney who had succeeded
to the command of the recently created “epartment of the Columbia or
Oregon. In the massacre of the Iadians at Ash Hollow in September, 1855,
Harney had shown the stern me ures which he pursued. He had not long been
in "ashington before he withdrew the proh bition on settlement east of
the Cascades.77As early as November 5,1858 he proposed measures
which wers to result in the abandonment of POtFort Simcoe in the
following spring.78 He believed that the establishment of a post at
Fort Colville, as he had suggested,would "dispense with the necessity
of a commnand at Fort Simcoe, as the Indians now held in check by Simcoe
are more easily reached from Uolville, snd the difficulties tobe
overcome in reaching the two vposts are not comparagle."

— - o o

76-Pleasanton to Comdg. Officer at Fort Simcoe,_ Feb, 21,1859, MS
etters Sent, Dept. of Oregon,“an Y ranciscc, Fre idio Archives.

77-Manring.

78-W.S. Harney to Asst, ®djt., Gen'l U.S. Army “ov. 5, 1858, in 36 Con.
1 Sess H, Ex. Doc. 565, (1051) 92-93,
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Wfrom its peculiar nosition Fort Simcoe is cut off inthe winter

from communicvtions with these headquarters excppt at great risk, while
Colvillke 1is acce sible all the year round. bupplies can be furnished
Colville at nearly the same rates as Simcoe.
"Tt would be well therefore to throw the éarrison at “imcoe to
Colville, s trengthen it by a company from *alla Walla, and to t urn
the buildings at ~“imcoe over to the Indian Department for an Age‘cy.zg
“*arney reported his views about the desirability of a nost at Cpolville
“to protect the interests of the citizens and s erve as a check upon the
indian tribes who were so lately hostile.BO Lyen the excuse of the
Boundary Survey Commission;s request for an increased escort favoring
the arrangement he proposed, however, was not satisfactory to the
“ar pepartment. arney was informed that “ecretaryof War did not
wish any new posts established within the Department &t expense to the
government and insisted that these indsturctions be adhered to.81 He
nevertheless went on with his plans for the occupation of tl® country

near “olville with a post, +

n Yecember 1858 he had communicated with

R.H. Lansdale, ‘ndian Agent at the White Salmon A gency, W,T., but ,
regarding the transfer of Fort Simcoe to the Indian service he

apparently could “not entertain propositions of the kind," Lansdale
suggested, which in light of ©Be’ irregularies that later I d to Lansdale's
dismissal by

79--"ame to same Jan 2, 1859, MS i Letters Sent Archives Presidio “an

Francisco.
80-Same to ~ame Nov. 5, 1859, in 36 Cong. 1 “ess H Ex loec, 65, 92-93,

81-S, Cooper, Adjt. Gentl t@OU.S, Army to Harney Feb. 23, March 18,

1859,0000 in 36 Cong. 1 Sess. ¥ Ex, Doc. 65- 11,115,
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the indian service , may have involved some questicnable scheme,

Negotiations were carried on with Superintendent of Indian Affairs,
J.w, Nesmith. In a letter of April 13 , h s attention was called to the
anticipated abnadonment of Fort Simcoe where “the quarters are good and
may b considered suil able f or an agency of yeur Department." Should the
proposal be acceptable the buildings weuld be turned bver to the Ihgian
Service upon the condition “they are relinquished again to the troops in
case they are required to occupy them again, or as to such conditions as
the Yar “Yepartment may prescribe." Since it was expedient for the troops
to leave by May 15, possession could be transferred then.85 Nesmith's
favorable reply of #pril 15 was acknowledged on the 18th. “n that date the
commanding officer at wort Simcoe wa: informed of this arrangement and
instructed that property not other wise disposed of shoull be forwarded
to Yort Dalles by ay 15."At that date the buildings will be turned over
to R.H. Lansdale, Esq. Indian Agent,who will be authorized to take
possession of them by the Superintendent of Indian Affairs.g4 April
19idarney reported this arrangement to the War Department explaining
its advantages. The recessity for a military post in the Yakima country
would be removed,ll by the troops vosted in its front on duty with the
Survey." Economies would be effected because the mafh®80 maintenance
of a garrison at Fort Simcoe has been and always will be at a heavy

cost." However, to secure the position in the event of its being vanted he

-~

hereafter as a mnilitary station for any contingency I

82-Pledsanton to R.H., Tansdale, (Indian Agent, ¥ihite Saimon Agency)
Yec. 30, 1858 Letters Sent. Dept. of Ore, San Francisco, Presidio,
Archives.,

83--Plesaanton to Nesmith, April 13,1858, Letters Sent, dept. of
Oreg. Presidio Archives.

88 84- Pleasanton to Comdg. officer,Fort Simcoe, April 18,1858, Ibid.
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made the officer of the use of thhe buildinss to the S,perin endent of
fndian Affairs for Washington and Opegon, with the condition that they be

relinquished if needed for the troops. 1_h:‘Ls of fér has been a ccepted and
85

an Agency will be established at that point,under the conditions imposed.
ih accordance with Special Opders Number 35 and 36 the troops were
withdrawn and on May 26 , t e post buildings were turned over to R.H.

“ansdale, # detachment of fifteen men under Lieutenant J.B.S. Al exander
86

W%S left to guard the public property that had 966 not been removed,

he portable ”
- horse power sawmill was ordered brought to Fort Dalles and

-

fuel, bricks, bunks and other articles not worth £he transportation, snd

that were not needed at Fort “alles, were to be left in charge of the

87
Ordnance Sergant, It was August, however, before the detachment

appears to have finally turned over the remaining property to the
88
Ordnance Servant and r eturned to Fort Dalles.

fhe conv ersaion of Fort Simcoe into an 8i ‘ndian Agency wW.S a very
logical arrangement for the post was well suited for agency p.rposes,
The original location of the Agency established in the fall of 1856 for
the Indians of tle region had bennear the mouth of the ¥hite ®almon
River, at a nlace where Erastus and Mary Joslyn had come and settled
in 1853 and 1liv d until they were driven away, and their buildings

destroyed,

85--Harney to A.A.G. .S Army April 19,1859, Letters Sent Dept. of Oregon,
resido Archives.

86-Archer to Ple amanton , May 28,1859 , Letters Received ,ept. of Oregon;
“residio™rchives.

§7’ Pleasantoguto Capt. Thos. Jordan, Comdg. Bort Dalles, July 50,1859,
etters Sent, “ept. of Yrego , Pr sidio Archives,

88-Same to s ame August 4, 1858, Letters Xent. Dept. of Orefon Presidio

Archives. Instructions of that date ordered the retum of tle detachment

to Fort ~alles without delay.
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89
durinz the Indian troubles in the fall of 1855. “n agency house that

had been put up there was of "hewn logs;) its dimension t wenty by thirty
feet on the first story and twenty-four by thirtypfour on the second, D166
90
fifteen feet high, and fin 'shed inside with lumber. To that place

were broupht the Indis from the Cascades and also some from Fort
91
Vancouver. When Fort Simcoe was turnedover to the Indian ®ervice in

May, 1859, the White Sdmon A gency was removed there.

dL e . . .
he ort “imcoe buildings were found very sul ‘able for agency purnseses

and according to the Agents, could “conveniently be used for shops,
] 92
schools and hospitals, as wellas for tle agency and employes." The

-

" "
buildings were reported as of a superior construction and theagent

- -

L)
who had t aken up his residence in the ommandant's house was

said to be "in the engoyment of conforts and conwveninces seldmon found in
93
*ndian country."

During the following years the old military post buildings were

generally reported as in a good stet e of nreservation e xcept for
it
occasional maintenance and repairs. Painting was regarded as essential
94 o
to their preservation " as early as 1862, +n 1867 the buildings

~

underwent quite a thorough repair in underpinning, clapboarding, and
95 >
vainting. On the whole the buildings were found to be admirably

suited to heir new use requiring but few alterat ions. “ewbuildincs, did,
however, have

89--Donnell, Camilla Thomson,"Early Pays at Y“hite Salmon and The Dalles,"
Washington HiStOPlO&l *uarterly Iv 106-107 (April 1913), Report of Comnr.,
of *nd, Affairs for 1856, 205
90- Report of “ommr of Ind. A (fairs for 1857, 348- 349,
9l-rignt to ¥.W. Mackall Aug 17, 24, 1856 A6o Wational Archives
eport of ommr of ind #frairs for 1857 345.
92-"eport of “ommr of Ind Affairs for 1858 179 (s . 1023)
93-Report o f L'omvnr of Ind Affairs for 1860 179,
9&- “‘eport of “ommr......lor 1862 O 920
95-feport of Comir...for 1867, 486,
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to be erected, but those that wrre réported appe r to have been at the mills
the agency farm or for use as dwellings by the Ird ians mnd were therefore
erected away from the agency proper. Here building needs arose rather as

the result of fires wh ch appear to have destroyed most of the Fort Simcoe
buildings that have disappeared. *n 1867 the destruction by fire of two

dw ellings and a store house were renorted.96 Incomnlete reports show

that "a good and comfortable dwelling house for agency employes# was

-

erected. in 1880 to replace bne destroyed by fire during July af thet
97
year,

“Yhurches, school buildings and utility structures erected after the
establishment of the a gency at Fort Simcoe were also enlarged as the
needs arose. Two churches built in 18°7 were f ve and seven miles away
from the station respectively.98 “n 1879 a rew church was needed and
reports indicate that the agency wac proud of the new one dedicated on

99
anuary 11,1880, Schools wers built and enlarged.

J
in 1881 two two-story buildings were being pup up, aboarding house

50 by 26 feet md a school house 75 feet. The school buildings still

standing at Fort Simcoe, however, ace probably those erected about

twenty vears later. It is probable that many of @R0& the agency buildings

still standing w 11 be found to have been erected during the period

after 1880, and some of them only shortly before Fort Simcoe was

abandoned as an agency in 1922, It is questionable, therefore, whether

they have any associ tions with Father Wilbur, who with Major Garnett

96-1bid 46

97-Press wook of Letters Sent, 1878-1881 Yakima Indian Agency Agency

Archives, Toppen'sh "ashington 584,

98- eport of “ommr.,...for 1867. &80 46.

99—Yakima-Areny Fress ,ook of Letters Sent, 1878-1881, 223, 372, 378,

e

fd
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share the spotlight in even s associcsted with Fort Simcoe. For more

Y

than twenty years Father W 1bur was in charge of the acency and it was
his work that gained Fort Simcoe the distinction of being the model
agency onthe Pacific slope. During the great er part ofhis
administration he was optimistic about his success. Combining to a #000
"remarkable degree" the charscteristics of a businessman and a Christian
teacher he challenzsed the belief, then prevalent onthe frontier, t at
the indian was doomed to dist@0d®dd extermination. At Fobt Simcoe the
lndian did ot fade away before the breath of the white man. A lthough
augmented byt e removsl to the Yakima reservation of other tribes, the
population also showed a natural increese. “ater accomplishments among
the Indians of the Yakima Reservation €80 often can be traced to the
stern and diploﬁatic management of the Fort Simcoe Agency by Fat her

Vilbur., “is work foPdBdeto8@dddd gained for ‘ort Simcoe a favorite

ranking among +‘ndian A gencies and for himself and enviable reputation,



