Curtis family history:

Copies from sgéttered notes found among persongl pap-<'s of M ss Lottie
Relander, by eraldine Relander in 1949. Notes made sbout 1900,

Atlas of Hendricks Yo. Indiana. "o which is added various genersl
maps, History Stat istics, Illustrations. J,H. Deers md Co. publishers,
“akeside buildinz , Corner of Clark and Adams Streets, “hicaczo,1878

peter Curtis--Settled in “anville (Indiana)_in 1840; born in Garrard
co. Ky. Feb. 18,1808; son of Peter, born in virginia, 1763; served in
fgyolution five years, died May, 1835, and Susan Sanders, born in
Guilford “ourt House, N,¢, 1776 died October 1850 Married “ec, 25
X8% 1827 to Sarah R Kurkindall, born in Garrard Yo. Ky Sept. 18,
1811; children~-Joseph L. born Nov. 10, 1826, died Yan. 3,1851;
Rgchael (Mps. D.D. Brushs and Almeda (Mrs. Y,B, King) twins, Yct. 12
12,1830; Jonathen P, , June 6,1834, dled dov, 12,1883; Mps, glvina
Stapp, Se;t 8,1836; ‘lenry L., Oct. ¥ 6,1838; BEobert L. Feb., 25, 1841;
died éept. 8,1836; ﬁxnxgxﬁxxﬁakx in Memphis, Temn. in the government
service, Jan. 27,1863; Jeremiah D, Aug, 15, 1846; “illlam W, Yay 27,

1848; Mps. “ary Helander, “Yec. 21, 1849. “very son was in the U.S.
service during the rebellion. :

Jarﬁ‘ReOOPd of “Yurtis Prothers.

Robert M. Curtis, enlisted in “o. A, 7th Neb. (Indiana) Bor three mos
reenlisted in “Yo. %, h, 7th #eg for three years and went out again

for 1 ygar or during r mainder of the war in 148 Indiana Reg. as captain
of Yo. L.

Ambrose (Lockie) was in 4th Towa ‘%g. died fn service, Memphis,
‘emn.

Jeremish D (Dec) was in Co. #, 53rd Reg of Indiana , enlisted or
.enrolled on the 24th day of Feb. 1864 for 3 yesrs or during
the war, “as dischapged July 21, 1865,

“enry I was with Jeremiah in Yo. 4, 53rd Ind.

“jlliam (peeley) enlisted as a six months volunteer and then
reenlisted.

Lottie Relandert!snotess(My grandfatﬁer) emipgrated to ‘nd. soon after
h's marriasge. H drove through from "arrad Co. Ky to Crawfordsville Ind
in a wagon bringing his young wiBe andlittle son, Jope.

My greast-grest grandfather Yurtis was llving in “a in the early
1700's How long the fam ly had been in Aperica I do not i ow. My
great grandfather amEx Peter curtis was born in va the year 1763
Of his -a rents, boyhcod and youth nothing has brem come d own to us.
Peter , h s son, my grandfather, d oubtless could have told
someting of his father's bo hood but I as a child did not ask or
think to ask ...

1 do kkoow from my grandfather that he served for flve years
in the ‘evolutionary War, thathe was twice married his second wife
my great grandmother was Susan Ssmders of Gullford Court House,
N.C. Ler people were wealthy planters and were much opposed to her
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marrispe at the esrly age of 15 years, to Peter Curtis. Indeed I think
it was a runaway match and that hey emigrated to Ky soon after t heir

merriage, ancthe change from a home in which negroes attended her every
want to one of the rough Ky piloneer in which all the work must be done
by her omn hands must have subjected my great ra ndmother t o many
hardships end fromwhat I ha e heard L think my great grandfather was &n
irascible , peppery old gentleman, none too kind to his own household.
A largefamily grew up around them. My grandfather, Peter, was born

“eb, 14, 1808,

Thecurtis were as a rule a large, well built people. Most of them were
1ight complexioned and inclined to coruplency in old agse. My
grandfather wEX as an old man wa qulbe handsome and I have
heard my grendmother say that at the time of their marriage he was one
of the handsomest young men in Yarrard Co. Ky.

My grandmother Curtis was the daughter of #chard Kirkendall, a Pa.
Dytchman who emigrated to Ky frm Pa when he was a young man, Llere he
married Betsy *'eed sho was born in Ky _of lrish parents, fer mother
Betsy Reed, lived to a grest old age. My rrundmothe: often spoke of her.
She made her home with my grandpaxRRif mother'-father and mother l1iving

in a separate house in their yard. it seems that my great g andfather
Kirkendall wss a well-to-do farmer an had many of the comforts of
1ife. His family c onsisted of four sons, John, Jake, Joe and James;
daughters, Lizzle, Sarah, my grandmother, fgchel and #1lmedia. The sons
were olcer than the desughters. “he younger tvw desughters, R, and A
were severalyears youncer th.n the older two, L, and S, TLizzie and Sarah
beine ne r the sme age were constant companions. My grandmother
merried fi st. Lizzie married a short time after to 7euben Ross, the =
sion of a well-to-do neilghbor.

After a few years both sisters and their families decided to le ve
Ky. “r, "oss held slaves and as he could ngt take them to free territory
ne moved to Mo and sttled near the Pla'tevgiver.lhe fam'ly held some
communication with my grendfather's family until the breaki g cut of
.the Civil War,when the friendship for, and my grandfather's g
hostility to, the South broke off all correspondence which hamaxex has
never since been resumed,

My great Aunt Lizzie Ross died very suddenly a few years be ore the
Civil War. She had assisted a negro woman with the fam ly washing
{ the morning and had eaten a he rby dinner but died suddenly of
heart diseasex in the afternoon,

After their father s second marriage, my grandmother s 1ster, S1media
made her home with Lizzie in Mo. where she later marriéd a young
planter, Moss by name. “achel came tomy grandmother at “rawfordville
where she died ina few years, later ummerried. My gra ndmother's

brother, Jacob, was a regular Baptist preacher and 1lied in Montgomery
Co. Ind. *e sympathized with thesouth in thelir struggle. “nother
brother, Joseph, lived in Ohio. My grandfather's own people, even

those who remained in Ky. were anti-slavery as wac also my grandmother's
father who died duriag the “ivil war.

At th- time of my grandmothsr'smarriage at 16, her wardrobe
entai ed twenty dresses, three silk ones, tio chintzes, and two
calicoes. The others were flarnnels, linens and cottons of her own
weaving. !



. +sMy grandparents were m%rried in *enn. Ythey were a runaway couple
Urossing the Ky line into ‘enn they were married in the parlor of a
tavern. My grandmother wore black silk. I have heard her say that :
the la dy who assisted her to dress told her it was unlucky to be married

in black.

My grandmo%her s merried 1ife was certainly for many years one of
ve rdships. On comin to ind. : hey s pent the first winter in a small
log house near grawfordsville (ind. Lgre my grandmother and
her 1ittl e boy, dJoe, were alone for agreater part o the time. Grandfat her
was warking at his trade of a blacksmth in Crawfordsville. ‘his winter
her twin daughters, ‘achel and Almedia, named for heryounger sisters,
were born.

The fam 1y removed in the spring to town. “gre t ey lived for
sevewl years and other chlldren, Johnthan (Sp.) (Colonel), Ambrose
“hitlock, commonly csalled Lockie; DG# Luvrisg, Senry *ane, (named
for £ nry 8. Lane, afterwards U.S. S en, and v. of Indiana who was at
that t ime living at my grandparents,

During their first years in Crawfordsville they nressered and
accumuléted guite a large property. My grandfather was a blacksm th
at this time, doring a large bus ness,employing three or four journeymen,
but they met with revers s and 108% much of their propety. °fter this
change in thelr circumstances they removed to Danville whers they
continue  to reside the remainder of their lives.

my sgrandfather seems to have bean successful in accumulating
property up to a certain amount after which he lost the great part of
what he had gotten together. ‘his hsppendd atthree different times
during his lifetime. They became pros erous after a few yem re Idence
in |, endricks County owningend residing on a well improved farm just
1n fhe outskirts of the town, but through losses oc asimed by speculation
in hogzs the farm was gi en up and the family moved 1nto town. “here were
now other shxxrx children, “obert McGoun (Bob} Jeremish Yepew (D.c)
william (Peeley) , and “ary Elizabeth (Mollie ) my mo'her,

Durin g the next few yers the family experienced some very hard times.
grandfat her re umed his work in the blacksm th shop. My grandmother
not onlv did all the housework, washing, ironing, s ewing for thelir lerrce
family but wove hundreds of yds of carpets and jeans. She worled
almost day end night, also did much dyeing for a weolen factory. ghe
lost the sight of one eye. "hile they were yet on the farm thelr eldest
son, Joseph, a flne young man, sickened of typhoid fever and dle d. ihis
death w.s & great affliction to his parents, and it was formany a day
thev continued to grieve forhim.

Almedia, one of their twin daughters , was married to George King
from nesr Crawfordsville. Ind. A grez wedding din er was given the next
day an infare dinner at Mr. Xing s parents in Montgomery ¢o. Mr. and
Mpg, hing resided on a farm in Zontgomery “o. for several years ang then
imigrated to Iowa, settling near Panora where they still residse. ‘hey
are the parents of nine children, all of whom are married and 1llve in
lowa,. Mrs, King made two visits to her parents going by way of +sthmus
of *eanama and “ew York City, thence to Indlana.



A few yers before the “ivil “ar they were selscted by the )
commissloners to Leke charge of the Younty farm and care for the inmates
of the co. home. efore going to the co. f arm thelr eldest daughter
abeautiful zirl, becam the wife of David Brush, a man of some means
but a widower and somewhat ol er than herself, ihey lived for a few
yesars in Montazuma in “estern lnd. and dur ing the early days of the
v0ld excitement in Cal., emigma ted te that state. Lhey made thel home
at Clowerdale, “ al. where two children were bofn, “harles and Anna.
wp Bpush beceme a lawyer and real estate agent, also proprietor of

vineyards,

1€ such could be the case my grandmother was even busler here than
she had been beforein her busy life eand ;erhaps 1t is well that
such was the case for the terrible Civi 1l War began; all of her sons
entered the army--the youngest “111 was but 15 years old when he enlisted
in the closing years of the war. ey mind was occupied la rgely with
ner duties and she had lesstime to grive over her absent sons. Maxy are
the incidents of sorrow and srief that I have heard her relate of those

terrible days.

One sonlockie, who was well educated, had jolned his siter, Mps .
King in Iowa when the war broke out and was engared in teaching. He
enlisted in an Iowa reciment and was mainly in the S, %st at the

siege of Vicksburg . e wrote regularly to his mother, H6 dled of heart
trouble in the hosp tal at dem his, *enn. H s body was brought home
diring the war asad buried with military honors.

(letter emcep tz
Ccamp in “ear of ‘icksburg, May 8,1863

“ear M ther:I tale the pre ent oprortunity to inform you of my good
health. fighting is in a manner ceased hers. for the past w ek there has
not been any but Sharp shooting and cannonadil g. We have been busy for

wome time past digging rifle pits. e had to dig of nights, We worked
last night in 150 yards of their rifle plts.w were working on the plan

that the prench took Sebastopool. (page missing) I will show you. He
came up to me says he I am Yap Ripe Bavis of the 24th Miss. “ays
L this is the 4th fowa. Says he good god, 1 thought it was my own
men. He said I cut a lock of hair from over his left ear. s L have
nothing of im ortance to write I will close. Hoping t hese lines

will find you in zood health I remain our son, Lock.

Camp ”ig Black Miss

= Sept. 13,1863

Deat mothers Tt is with ple asure that I embrace the pleasant
opportun ty to inform you of my qood‘bealth. It has besen some time
since L receive . & letter f rom you. here is a great deal of sickness
here at present. ‘here 1is only ore hosnital and twenty for duty in our
regt. Wg have to zo on guard everyother day. General Osterhaus has
command of our division, he is the right kind of a men for us, ™ e had
a pivision Drill y sterday in the ,1g field., theese has been some heavy
swesting dore out mm there you hed better believe. I havs not war from
Ben or Dock since they left 1cksburg.vﬁeite and tell me where they
are. I got a pass for 3 days to go to ‘icksburg to see thembut
they were gone, #irite and tell me if vou have heard from ‘achel and what
mrt of Yalifornia she is in. Hoping this may find all of you well I
remain your son, Lock Curtis. :



Aenry was with Grant in the West the grester prart of the time; Doc
drove & mule team in Sherman gmarch to thesea;Colonel was in the East;
W31l =went out as & six montRA s volunteer and marched and starved in
Ky. for a while, he reenlisted and was sent *ast.

Robert was “aptain of a Co and later a lieutenant colonel, “e was &
very successful soldier and 1ile d Army life. He was shot three times
and seriously wounded in the Battle of the Wilderness. *e was carried

off the burning battle fieldby some of his own men and nur ed back to

1%f® health by tuo ladies in a private home i1n Yashington. “e
= entered the army when he recovere d sufficlently. :

With so man y sons enli ted and scattered i different commands, evey
{ tem of war news was looked fo r eagerly. My grandfather wouldride
his horse into town, the ccunty farm was &l most two m les out, and
became so terribly wroughtup over news from the front he would walk

nome leaving his horse at the rack.

My greandmother possessed enough of the old time superstition to
make her somewh t of a beilever in dr ams, fore warnings and tokens., She

had a premonition of her son Lockie's death, hearing him call hername
quite distinctly three times on a day which she lea ned later was the
say of his death, Her father wgs quite superstitious. Le observ d

the old custom of telling the bees of a.ds=ath in the family by

rapping on the hive amd r peatinge==c-=-- is dead.

Duyring thewar Lyvira was murried without her parets kno ledge and
consent to James Stapo of I dianapolils. At the time he was a shoemaker
ot work in Danville, having been discharged on acc nt of poor health
from the army.~ he became the motherof twelve ch’'ldren and lived in mu ch
poverty and unhappiness until recently years when thev suceeded in
having a ension grante to him in securin- a small home. Of her 12
children three died in infanty and fiv sons died after rezching manhood

After the war closed sma d the soldliers returnedDoc md “i11 both married
and settle down. Doc had a family of one son and nine denghters, )
was killed in a fall from a stage shile driving oyer the mts. *is
2 widow and unmarried daughters r side in-TUkieh, balif. Ywo daughters are
merried, the ® eldest to Ensign “al Standley U.S.A. )(Later rear
adm, Chief of Naval Qperations, Ambassador to Moscow etc.) who rendered
good service i the Philippines during tl Spanishlmerican War (he was
a marine, only Marine to go up through ranks into Navy and become &n
B ral an “ear Admiral) Inl925 when I--Click “‘elander was in
Ya1if., he was Commander of _acific goast Fieet). Hdd son, Curtis
standley, who was executlve officer of ab attleship then. Lost track)

“he next d-ughter, “gllie, wmas merried to Mr. Johnson, an gectricia,
(latsr GE at Oakland)

w111 Married a “al. lady. *hey have no children. e died of heart
disease near fedlands, “alif,

Robert married Alice Mil er, daughter of JoSeph Miller of Danvillie.
g was for & wh 16 an offier in the M chigan City ®a@® Prison, later
employed in the prison of Leavenworth, @2 Kan. and finally took up

I h he h ed f g .
residence i fopeka yhere o bas Fosiled formany yeRlS: o ans old.
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88 (son owned hotel building, othsr prcperty, pawnbrok»r's office
when dad C.F. Relander and L stopped through Topeka in T924. Daughter

was unmarr ed t en, fine lookin soman, named Saralene “urtis.)

Uol., was mrried after h s retum from te arm g andw hile residing
in Parke Co. had some difficulty with aman by whom he was afterwerds
shot .

Henry was merri d to Martha Gregg, d-ughter of a nrominent citizen
of Yanvilleand resides in “anville,

Z'he younge t child and the youngest daugher, Mary , my mother, uas
married in 1870, to “has,., Reland=r, a young man recently fr m weden

who was at the time boarding in her father's family.



Curtis family history:

Copies from sgattered notes found among personal pap 's of ' ss Lottie
Rglander, "y eraldine Relander in 1949. Notes made about 1900,

Atlas of Hendricks “Yo. +ndiasna, ~o which 1s added various general
maps, History Stet istics, Illustrations. J.H. Deers emd Co, publishors,
“akesice buildinz , Ccorner of Clark and Adams Streets, Chicago,lB?B

Peter/Curtis--Settled in “anville (Indianalvin 1840; born in Garrard
co. Ky, Feb., 18,1808; son of Peter, born in ‘irginia, 1763; served in
fgvolution five years, died way, 1835, and Susan Sanders, born in
Guilford VYourt House, N.C, 1776 died Octoher 1850 Married “ec. 25
X85 1827 to Sarah R Kurkindall, born in Garrard “Yo. Ky Sept. 18,
1811; ch!ldren--Joseph L, born Nov. 10, 1826, dled Yan. 3,1851}
figchael (Mrse. D.T', Brishs and Almeda (Mrs,., “,7, King) twins, Uct, 12
12,1830; gonathen P, , June 6,1834, died Nov, 12,18%3; Mps. ®mlvina
Stapp, Se;t 8,1836; Hdenry L, Oct. ¥ 6,1838; Robert L. Feb. 25, 1841;
died sept. 8,1836; Hmm ¥x25%x in Memphis, Texn, in the government
sorvice, Jan, 27,1863; Jeremiah D, Aug, 15, 1846; "illiam VW, -ay 27,

1848; Mps. “ary Relander, Yec. 21, 1849. Zvery son was in the TU.S.
service during the rebellion,

darg Reco-d of “urtis Prothers. -

Robert M, Curtis, enlisted ' n “o. A, 7th Ne". (Indiana) ©BHor three mos
reenlisted in “o, X, h, 7th #e- for thres years and went out again

forbl ybar or during r mainder of the war in 1483 Indiana Reg. as captain
of “Yo. °

fAmbrose (Lockie) was in 4th Iowa ,“bg. died An service, Memphis,
enn.

Jeremish D (Dec) was 1in Co. #, 53rd Reg of lndiana , enlisted or
enrolled on the 24th day of Feb, 1864 for 3 years or during
the war, "as dischapged July 21, 1865,

éenry L was with Jeremieh in Yo. A, 53rd Ind.

“1111am (Peeley) enlisted as a six months volunteer and then
reenlisted,

Lottie Relander'snotes: (My grandfatéer) emigrated to 4nd. soon after
h' s marriage. H drove through from “arrad Co. Ky to Crawfordsville Ind
in & wagon bringing his young wiBe andlittle son, Jne.

Wy great-grert gcrandfather Udrtis was living 1in Va in the early
1700's Hou long the fam 1y had been in #merica I do not lnow, My
great grandfather ax®¥x Peter Qurtis was - born in va the year 1763
Of his arents, boyhood and youth nothing has bxEr come down to us,
Peter , h 8 son, my prandfather, d oubtless co:ld have told
someting of his father's bo hood but I as a child did not ask or
thin: to ask «ee

I do koow from my grandfather that ''e served for five years
ir the fevolutionary War, thathe was twice married Iis second wife
xny great grandmother was Susan Senders of Guilford Court *‘ouse,
7.C. #4.r people were weslthy planters and were much opposed to her
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marrizge at the eorly age of 15 years, to Peter Curtis. Indeed I think
it was a runaway mtch and that 'ey emigrated to ¥y soon after t heir
marriage, anithe chenge from a home in which nezroes attended her every
want to one of the rough Ky piloneer inwhich all the work must be done
by her omn hands must have subjected my grest randmother to many
hardships and fromwhet I hwe herrd L think my grest gprandrather was an
irascible , peppery old gentleman, none too kind to | is own household,
A largefamlily grew up around them, My grandfather, Peter, w's born
eb. 14’ 1808. :

Thegurtis were as & rule a large, well built people. Most of them were
1light c'mplexioned and inclinid to coruplency in old age. My
grandfather wex as an old man wa quibe handsome and I have
heard my grandmother say that at the time of their marrisge he was one
of the handsomest young men in Yarrard Co. Ky. |

My grandmother Curtis was the daughter of B:chard Kirkendall, a Pa.

Dutchman who emigrated to Ky fr m Pa when he was a young man., ﬁere he

married Betsy feed .ho was born in Ky of irish parents. Her mother

Betsy Reed, lived to a great 0l1d age. My ~r ndmothe often spoke of her,

“he made her home .’ th my grandpmxRmi& mother' father and mother living
in a separate house in their yard, it seems that my great g andfather

Kirkendall wes & well-to-do farmer en had meny «f the comforts of

life, His family c onsisted of four sons, John, Jake, Joe and James ;

daughters, 1i-zie, Sarah, my grandmother, "“achel and Almedia, The sons

were ol er than the daughters., *he younger tio daughters, R, and A,

were severalyears younwer th n the older two, I, and S, Lizzie and Sarah

beins ne r the sme age were constant comnenions. My grandmokhor

married fi st, Lizzie married a short time after to ‘euben Ross, the

son of a well-to-do neikghbor,

After a few yesrs both sisters and the:r famil'es decided to le ve
Ky. Yr, 0oss held slaves and as he could not take them to free territory
he moved to Mo and sttled neur the Pla te "iver, *he fam ' ly held some
communication with my.grandfather's fam!ly until the bre gi g cut of
the Civil War,when the friendship for, and my israndfather's
‘hostllity to, the South broke off all correspondence wh'ch kemawer has
never since been resumed, i

My great Aunt Lizzie Ross died very suddenly a few years be ore the
Civil War, She had asslsted a negro women with the fam ly washing
1 the morniig and had eaten a he rby dinner but died suddenly of

heart d’'seasex in the afternoon,

After thelr father's second marriage, my grandmother s ister, Almedia
made her home w th Lizzle in Mo. where she %ater mrriéd a young
plarrter, Mg by name. Tachel came to my grandmother at “rawfordville
whe e she died ina few years, later ummarried. My gra dmother's

brother, Jacob, was a rezular Baptist preacher and 11 d in Hontgomery
Co. Ind. Pe sympathized w'th thesouth in their strugsle. “nother
brother, Joseph, 11 ed in Ohio. ly grandfather's own people, even

those who i emained in Ky, were antl-slavery as wa: also my srandmother's
father who died duri:g the “ivil war,

At th tlime of my grandmothrr'smarriage at 16, her wardrobe
entai ed twenty dresses, three silk ones, t o chintzes, and two
calicoes, The others were flanels, linens and cot'ons of her own
weavinge.



««My grandparents were married in *en . They were & runaway couple
Crossing the Ky line into Tenn they were married in the parlor of a
tavern. My grandmother wore black silk. I have heard her say that
the 1} dw who assisted 'er to dress told her it was unlucky to be married
In black, ‘

My grandmother s married 1life was oertainly for meany years one of
ta rdships, On comin to +‘nd., ' hey s pent the fist winter in a small
log house near crawfordsville (ind. flere my grandmother and
her little boy, Joe, «ere mlone for agre:ster part o the timg. Grandfat her
was warking at his trgde of a blacksmth in Crawfordsville., “his winter
her twin daughters, “achel and Almedia, named for heryounger sisters,
were born. ‘

The fam 1y removed in the spring to town. ™ere t ey lived for
sevenl ycars and other ch ldren, Johnthen (Sp.) (Colonel), Ambrose
"hitlock, comwonly called Lockie; DO&# Luvria, “enry “ane, (named
for H nry S. ILane, afterwards U.S, Sen, and Uov, of Indiana who was at
‘that t ime livinpg at my grandperents,

Dur:ng their first years in Crawfordsville they nrespered and
accumuléted quite a large property. 'y grandfather wa a blacksm th
at this time, doring a large bus ness,emp'oying three or four journeymen,
but thev met with revers s and 1ost much of their propety. “fter th's
change int helr clrcumstances they removed to Danville where they
continue to reside the remainder of their lives,

my prandfather seems to have bean successful in accumulating
property up to a certaln amount after which he lost the great part of
what he had gotten together, ‘his heppendd atthree different times
during his lifetime. They became pros erous afiter a few yo B re Idence
in , endricks County owningemd residing on a well improved farm just
in Ethe outskirts of the town, but through losses o asined by,spoculation
in hogs the farm was gl en up and the family mored into town. “here were
now other mhiixx ch’ldren, Hobert McGoun (Bob} Jeremiah Lepew (Do)
Wi1liam (Peeley) , and “ary Elizabeth (Mollie ) my mo her.

Durfn g the next few yers the family experiencrd some wry hard times.

My grandfat her re umed his work in the blacksm th shop. My grandmother
not onlv did all the housework, sashing, ironing, s ewing for thelr large
femily but wove hundreds of yds of car-ets and jeans. She worled

almost day and night, also did much dyeing for a weclen factory. she

lost the sight of one eye. "hile they were yet on the farm their eldest
son, Joseph, a fine young man, sickened of typhold fever and dis d. This
death w s a grest affliction to "“is parents, and it was formany a day
they continued to grieve forhine.

Almedia, one of their twin daughters , was married to George King
from near Crawfordsville. Ind, A grea wedding din er was given the next
day an infare dinner at Mr, King s parents in Montgomery go. Mr. and
Wlpg, king resided on a farm in “ontgomery Yo, for several yesrs ang then
imigrated to Iowa, srttling near Fanora where they still reside. hey
are the parents of nine children, all of whom are married and live in
lowa, Mrs, King made two visits to her parents going by way of *sthmus
of “enama an! “ew York City, thence to Indiana, :

-~



A pew yers before the Civil Yar they were selected by the Yo.
commissloners to feke charge of the Ynunty farm and care for the inmates
of the co. home, efore going to the co. " arm their eldest daughter
abeautiful girl, became the wife of David Brush, a man of some means
but a widower and somewhat ol er than herself, rI‘hey lived for a few
ve rs in Monlazuma in “estern +ncd, and dwr ing the'Farly days of the
»01d excitement in Cal. emigm tcd to that state. They made ther home
at Clowerdale, C al, where two children were bofn, “harles and Anna.

4 Brush became a lawyer and real estate agent, also proprietor of
vineyards, :

- If such could be the case my grendmother wes even busier here than
she ha been heforein her busy life and ;erhaps it is well that

such we: the conse for the terrible Cilv 1 War began; all of her sSons

entered the army--the youngest “111 was but 15 years o0ld when he enlisted

in the closing years of the war. “er mind wes occupied la rgely with

her dities and she had lesstime to grive over her absent sons, Mamy are
the incidents of sorrow and crief that I have herrd her relate of those

ter ible days.

One sonlockie, who was well educated, had jolned h's siter, Mrs,

K'ng in lowa hen the war broke out and wus engared in teaching. He
"~ enlisted in an Iowa rg ‘iment and was mainly in the S, %st at the
siepe of Vicksburg . e wrote regularly to "is mother. Hé died of heart
trouble in the hosp thl at Mem his, ‘enn. H s body wes brought home
diring the war and b ried w.th mllitary honors.

(Jetter ezcep tz
Camp in “ear of " jcksburg, May 8,1363

Year M _ther:I talke the rre ent op ortun'ty to inform you of my zood
health, Fighting i{s in a manner ceased here. for the past w <k there has
not’ been any buf Sharp shooting and cannonsdi g. “e have been busy for

wome time past discing rifle pits. "e had to dig of nights, Ye worked
last night in 150 yards of their rifle pits.vwe were wrkins on the plan

hat the mrench took Sebastopool. (pare m'ssing) I will show you. He
came 1p to me says he I am “ap Ripe Bafis of the 24th Miss. “ays
+ this is the 4th io.a, Says he good god, - thought it was my own
mén., He sald I cut & lock of hair from over -is left esr, “'s L have
nothing ©f im ortance to write lswil! close. HOping these lines
will find you in sood health + rewain o r son, Lock.

Camp Dig Black Miss
Septe 13,1863

Yoot mother: It ‘s with :leasure that I embrace tte pleasant
oprortun ty to inform you of my good realth, it has been some time
- 8ince . recelve , letter f rom you. ‘here is a great deal of sickness
here at present. “here is only ome hospltal and twenty for duty in our
regt, “e have to £o on guard everyother day, General Osterhaus has
com and of our divis'on, he is the right kind of a man for us. " e had
a pivision Drill y sterday In th ,1ig field. these has been some hoavy
swenting dom out X® there you hed better believe, I have not yar from
Ben or Dock since ther left Vicksburg. Wpite and tell me where they
are, T got a nass for 3 days to go to ¥ioksburg to see thebut
they wrre gone, @rite and tell me 1f ou have heard from Hachel and what
mrt of “Yalifornia she is in. Hoping this may find all of you .ell I
reraln vour son, Lock Curtis,



Henry was wi!th Grant in the flest the gre ter rart of the time; Doc
drove a mule team in Sherman gmarch to thesea;Colonel was in the East;
ij11 went out as a 8ix moth s volunteer and marched and starved in

Ky. for a while, he reenlisted amd was sent HBast,

Robert wes “aptain of a Yo and later a lisutenant colonel, “‘e was a
very successful soldier and lileg Army 11fe, ile was shot three times
anc seriously wounded in the Battle of the ¥ilderness. *e was carried

off the burning battle fleld by some of his own men and nur ed 'ack ¢

1%fx health by t o ladies in a private home in "ashington. “e
m entered the army when he recoversd sufficlently.

With so man y sons enlk tel and scattered i difforent comiands, evey
i tem of war news was looked fo r eagerly. My grendfather wonldride
his horse into town, the ¢ unty farm was sl most two m les out, and
became so terribly wroughtip over news frcm the front he would walk

nome leaving his hoirue at the rack.

My grandmother possessed enough of the old time superstition to

meke her scmewh of a be iever in dr ams, forewarnings and tokens. “he
had a premonition of her son Lockie's death, hearing him call hername
quite distinetly thr, times on a day which she lea ned later w s the
‘ay of h's dcath, Her father wqs quite superstitions., e observ d

the old custom of telling the bees of a d ath in the family by

rapping on the hive and r peatinge---- ---13 dead.

During thewar Lyvira was m rried without her par ts kno ledge and
consent to James Stapp of I dianapolis. 8t the time he was a shoemaker
at worlk in Danville, having b-en discharged on acc nt of poor health
from the army. ~ he boceme the motherof twelve ch’ldren and lived in mu ch
poverty and unhepriness until r crntly yosrs when the snuceeded in
having a ension grente to him in securin: a small home, Of her 12
ch ldren three died in infanty and fiv sons died after rerching manhood

After the war closed md the soldiers returneiDpc smnd "ill both married
and settle down. Poc had a family of one son and nine daughters. He
was k illed in a Tall from & stage .hile driving over the mts. g
# widow end unmarried daughters r side in kiah, Yalif, Two daughters are
merried, the ® eldest to Ensign ~al “tandley U,S,A. )(Later r ar
adm, Yhief of Haval operations, Ambassador to Moscow etcs) who rendered
gogd service i the Philiprines during th Span ‘sh ‘merican WWar (he was
a2 marine, only Marine to go up through ranks into Navy and become &n
Ag#d rel am ‘ecn Admiral) Inl925 when I--Click “elander was in
Valif,, @ was Comuander of _acific rcoast ¥lcet). Hed son, Curtis
Standlev, +ho was executive officer of ab attleship then. Lost track)

“he next d ughter, Yellie, mas married to Mr. Johnson, an eectricia.
(la'er GE at Oailand).

Wi1] Married a “al. lady. “hey ha ¢ no children. e died of heart
disease near tedlands, “alif, ‘

Robert married Alice Mil er, daughter of Jpscph Hiller of Danvil e.
Lig wgs for a wh le an offi®r in the M chigan clty ®P88r Prison, later
emploved in the prison of Leavenworth, @@ Kan, and finally took up

r631gegggg&€er9pegg ahere he “as resid ed formeny yes =, He has a son

and aughter.-was born when the 8on w s 21 years old,



6 \
068 (son -owned hotel buildinmg, oth r ~rcperty, pawnbrok r's office

when ded C.F. Relander and 1 stoped through Topeka in T924., Daughter
was unmarr ed t en, fine lookin =cman, named “aralene “urtis,)

Yol., was m rried after h 8 retum from te armg andw hile res iding
in Parke Co, hal some difficulty with aman by whom he was afterwards

shot s

Henry s as mrr¥®e d to Martha Oregs, d ughter of & rrominemt citizen
of Yanvilleand resides in “anville, ' '

zthe yo’un%r t child and the youngest daughtr, 4dary , my mother, .as
marrie’l in 1870, to Yhas, Reland-r, & young man recently fr m Sweden

who was at the time boarding in her father's family.



