Digaster

The business rortion of Ellensburgh is in ashes. An accident or

an incendiary bhas struck the thriving metropotis of Kittitas vallev af
blow whth ske have occasion to long remember and from which she
will not fully recover for yvears to come.

Ellensburgh was a place of marvelous growth and great entefprise.
Her people wer active and untiring, T‘--’*-ey left no means untried to advance
énd build up their town. Every rerve was at its tension. Every
inducement was offered t those who would build. The financial institutions
were agccommod-ting and the citigens went largely into debt. A splendid
little city was builded--a city in =dvance of the business sunrort that
could be given by the Kittitas valley. Ine businessmen recognized thigs
and they reached out for the rich trade of the Big Bend country and the
Conconully mines., How long thev cnuld have maintained this trade °
with the railroad building from Sponkane Falls into the coveted territory
is a question, The fire however s has declded t'is, While
Ellensburgh's 1is buildingup and restablishing her tradéng’houses, the
demands of the northern country must be nrovided for by some othercity
and business relations thus will be difficult to sever,

The people of Ellensburgh have the censolation of the
knowledge however that the trade they gaind in that direction was
not naturally tributary tothem and that they attained it only by their
Bnergy and push, If they had builded greater in the belief that
their northern business relations would.h ave remained with them for Tong
in the future thev would have buileded without a host, Ayready T.L.
Nixon, the owner of the steamer plying the upner Columbia, although personally
a large holder of Ellensburgh realty and a boomer of the town, had decided
that he would withdraw the boat as it was a losing venture and he
could not frrther shoulder the losses unless the Ellensburghers would
come to his relief with a bonus.

That was a strong indication that other points were me¥ing and gaining



the trade, but the maing thring to be feared wss the Washington
Central railroad which had been extended far into the Big Bend
and whose contrects have beenleft for another fortyv miles which will
take the road into the heart of that region that is destined to become one
of the greatest, if not ereatest grain rroducing sections of Washington,
Although Ellensburgh has experienced a great setbirl, it will r=build,
The leading businessmen and the largest nroperty-holders are already
making arrangements to build, It will rrobably take some time for the
lesser tradesmen to renlace their wooden ‘ouses with brick andmanv will
undoubtedly be forced to sell their holdiggs but the burrt distriect
will ultimately be covered by a good class of buildings.
Kittitas is a s11h®" sightly valley and a productive hay and grain
country, It will sup ort a goodly sized and thrifty town and
that Fllensburg will alwavs be.
Ellensburgh has had, an honest rival for pre-eminence in Yakima,
The rivalry has been in the direction of pushingeto the fore, which is
comrendable in both. Fllensbu-gh has had a great barkset and in t¥is she has
the symrathy and well.wishes of Yakima and on every hand are heard words
of svmrathy and sorrow over her misfortune--Yakima Herald, North

Yakima, Washington ‘erritory, July 11, 1889,



Disasters

Ellensburgh's Hard Fate, She Joses the business portion of the town

by fire--a Complete Sweep. Loss about 2,000,000,

While a large number of the good peorle Qf Yakima were merry
making at the opera house and the "Yakima" on the night of July 4,
a 1ight was ohserved over the Umptanum hills in the direction of
Ellensburgh, Although indistincf at first it soon gathered color and
shortly after 11 o'clock the undefined fears of the watchers became
a certainity that the ﬂésfortune had overtalen ouELbustling and prushing
sister-city of the “ittitas valley. Mavor Reed wired ™avyor Abrams enquiring
if Yakima could be of any assistance and transmitting the
sincere smmpathy of the reople of Yakima at the -
misfortune which had overtaken Fllensburgh,

The fire broke out about 11 o'clock n.m., in the grocery store

of J.5. Anthony, situatéyon "ain street between Fourth and Fifth,
There had been no fire in the building during the day and it is
generally believed that it had incendiary origin. There was a strong
west wind blowing at the time and the flames leaped from building to
building despite all efforts of the firemen with th ir hand engine. The
wafter sup ly wes totally inadequate and so great was the heat that
the 1ittle water that was to be had scarcely neared the flames
before it went up in steam,

The firemen, seeing it was useless to longer attemnt to
stay and engross the fire, turn 4 their attention to smving the goods
Within half an bour the grester portion of four blocks had been consumed.
That great fire trap, the Johnson house, early fell a nrey to the
flames.,

There was a ball in progress in the hall on the third floor when
the fire commenced and about three hundred reople wer- present and

it was on'y by the good judgment and determination of some leaders



that the hall was cleared without a stamnede and a great loss of
life.

£s 1t was the bu7lding was smoring before all were out., The
Ashler House , the Navidson building and Geddis block were all on
fire at once and the heat was so intense that even the splendid
stone building belonging to Snives & Abrams could not withstand
it and it too soon succumbed., The direction of the fire wa- southeast
and it lapned up Kriedel s I X L store , the Oriental Hntel, Nelson
Bennett's store and wholesale establishment of the Lloyd Mercaentile
company, and the lesser buildings along its couvrse, as if they were so
much tinder. At tris period the wind veered and thefire took a
westward course and soon ha® Shoudy's new brick and Ureger's
veneer building in its wérm embraee. From here its route was south
and east and in less than three hours after its commencement,
10'blocks had been swept out of existence.

The fire started immediately south of the Nash building, a

brick block which'was commenced over a year ago but never completed,
and consumed every building in the businessi}ortion of the town
éxceptjng the Toneh block, the F:rst N tlonal bank building and
Biumauer '« store. The latter was saved owing to the fortunate
circumstance of having stade breet between it and the fire,

Fvery saloon in town with the exceptiﬁn of one was burned. The saloon
that was left had never done much of a business but it nicked up
trade wonderfully fast up to 10 o'nlock in the morning wren the
mavor blasted the nronrietor's hopes by ordering it closed,

The burned district is forty acres in extent and was
covered bv about two hundred buildings. The 10ss is
stated at two million do'lars, of which seven hundred and fifty 1!
dollars is the estimated value and one million, two hundred and

fifty thousand is the ecstimated value of the bESEdSAds=ddd stoclk,



These figures are nrobably an over-estimate but to what extent
it is difficult to say. The insurance amounted to three hundred
and sixty thousand dollars.,

About two hundred and fifty neopie were rendered homeless and
many lost their all. Yakima was the fi-s* to res'ond to the call
of the sufferers and a vpo ula@béubscription of nearly twelve hundred
dollars was raised and a car load of nrovisions and blankets sent
to the relief of the distresged.--Yakﬁga Herald, Werth Yakima,

Washington Terrjtory , July 11, 1889,



Disgsters

Fresno, California,sufferdd f rom a %300,000 fire loss
on the 12th inst, Ire aggregate insurance wa= about $1170,000- Yakima

Herald, July 1R, 1889,



Djsaster

Last week while a righ wind was blowing, the town of Tacco
navrowly escaped destruction from fire, The saloon building of
Mrs. E. "aters was set on fire from the rear, a sack of shavings
h-ving been saturated with coal 0oil, placed against the building
and iighted.

Only t e early discovery of the flames and lively work
s~ved the structure, and if it had gone the balance of the town
would have gone with it, The sentiment of the people throughout
the cruntry is ~ow such that if fire bugs are caught it will be
but a short shift for them between this world and the heregfter--

Yakima Herald, July 18, 1889,



Disasters

The wire which have been burdened of late with =ccounts of
the disastrous fires of Seattle, Vancouver and Tllensburgh again
were called into requisition Sunday night to chronic'e the burning of the
business section of Spokane Falls, that splendid and enterprising city
of which all the territory felt proud.

The news during the next day was of the most meagre character, owing to
the de;truction of the telegraph line out of the city. By Tuesday the
papers from the Sonnd gave full accounts. On that day came delegate
J.A. Brown, Hil Allen and Frank Dallea, John I. Bogue and J.L, Milson,
hurrying bome from the capital to lexrn the extent of their losses.

Mayor Reed nrmmptly telegraphed Mayor Fréd Furth the svmpathy of thafdr
Yakima over the gre-t disaster and asked for information as to the
requirements 8f the people. The reply came back ha that the supply of
provisions was limited and these articles wrhich it was thought

would be mest needed were dispatched.

The Tacoma Gﬁobgis special says it was the most devastating
conflagration that ever occured in the history of the world, according
to the population, It originated at a quarter past 6 o'clock p.m, .in
the roof of a lodging house on Railroad avenue, the third door west of
“"ost street.

A dead calm prevailed at the time and srectators supvosed the
firemen would speedily bring the fiames under control. This could bave bean
done if proper precautions had been taken but the superintendent of the
wate works was but of town and for some reason the men in charge
failed to re='ond to the call for more pressure,

The heat created a current of air, and in less tran half an hour,
the whole block of frame shacks was enveloped in flames and burning
shingles and other debris filled the air, igniting several adjacent blocks

at the same time. Opposite the block in which the fire origimated stood



the Pacific Hotel, one of the handsomest structuresin the Ngrthwest. It was
soon ablaze,
A brigh wind prevailed from the southwest and it was evident the
entire business nortion of the city was in danger. Mavor Furth orderad
that the buildings be blown up with giant nowder to check the spread
of the fire. Tris order was speedily nut into execution and the
explosions o008 zdded to the reign of terror. The nicture was weird, grand
and awful, as block after block yielded tn the demon of destruction,
The sky was overcast with black clouds and a strong wind sprang up
in the northeast fanning the flames furiously , w ile an unher current
continued to carry the burning timbers in the onrosite direction,
Route of the fire, The Grand Hotel, the Frankfurt block,
Windsor hotel, W-shingtonblock, Eagle Fell block, new granite hlock,
Cushing building, Fe1ls City Onera House, Hvde block, all the banks o
in fact every house betw-en Railroad avenue north to the river,
and from Lincoln street east to Washingthn street with the exception of a &
few buildings in the northwest corner, were destroved. Meanwrile
a sudden change in the direction of the wind carried the fire southw-rd
across Railroad avenue and destroved the “~rthern Tagific Passenger
and freight depots and several cars, The freight derot @Ng88 was a
mammoth structure and filed to the roof with merchandise. Verv 1ittle
was saved,
The terrifying shrieks of a dozen locomotive-, combined
with the war fires, bursting of cartridges, booming of giant nowder,
horase criew of men and piteous shrieks of the women and chiddren,
Looking upward a broad and mighty river of flame seemed lined against the
jet black skv, The avraling monster held high carnival until
about 10 o' clock when with a last mighty crash, the Howard street bridre
over the river went down., A boom of logs took fire and shimmered for hours
on the crvstal surface of the river ang many times flving pillars of

fire crossed the river, igniting the mammouth lumber and flour mills



that line the streets,

The burnt district comprises 30 blocks, Besides the derots thre only
brick business blocks left standing are the Crescent block and the
American theatre, The schools, churches and hosnita1l were beyond the
limit of the burned district and no e is lost,

It is impossible to estimate the loss with anv-degr@e% of accuracy
but it will not fall srort of $12,000,000 with an insurance of about one-
fourth that amount. Onlv one casualty has been he-rd of so far, the %ictim
being Charles Dovis, a civil engineer from Billings, Mont. who leaged
from the second story window in the Arlington building, attired
only in bis night robe and was shockingly mangled, He died the next
morning,

Every newspaper in the city weos wiped out except the Yorning Review whh
which was just outside the west limit of the burnt district,

The city superintendent of the water works was round’y censured
by the cuncil for neglecting his duty by being away at the time of
the fire, The big pumns were not connected and at the time
of the fire there was scarcely any pressure. Had there been, the fire
could easly have been gotten under control--Yakima Herald, North

Yakima, Washington Ierrjtory, Avgust R, 1RRq,

———



Disasters

The losses from fire this vear so far have been extraordirary. 2]1though
there was an almost entire lack of water sunnly yet nothing was ever known
so disastrous provort onatly a- the great fires that have descended
upon Seattle, Ellensburg and Sporane. The losses paid out on the Pacific
Coast by insurance companies during the last half vear hsve been grester than
any whole vear hitherto, exceeding tem by many millions of dollars,

The follow'ng figures were kindly furnished by ™.L. Gazzem, the

insurance agent.

Premiums losses
Pacific coast, 1888 $9 $8,149,700 392698
v.T. Alone 329, 251 el Al

Insurance companies generally rerard the year, 1888 so far
as a fair average year , For the year 1889 so far, the Tosses

of the insurance companies on the Pacific Coast were as follows:

Seattle %2,573,076
Snokane Falls 2,500,000
Ellenbburgh 283,015
Bakersfield 324,650
Durango, Col.
July 1 20,050
Hailey, Idaho
July 2 75,000
California, June 139,419

Montana,Ariz, Col

and Utah, June 23,400

Various nl,ces in Wash,

Since June 1 30,000

Coast, rrevious to June 874,847

Total coast -$7,021,458.
Seattle Press, August, 1899,



Disasters

Butte City 'ontana is the latest sufferer from fire, The fire
started at noon, Sevtember 28, and before it could be controlled
had swept away two blocks from the business center of the city. The 1loss

was about $500,000,-Yakima Herald, Oct 3, 1P89,




‘ Yakima Historical
Fire

Yakima s which had so long escaped anv serious scorching from
fire, came in for a good size dose of it on Sundav evening last
when all of the frame ®uildings on Yokima avenue from Loqe's'block to
Front street and from the corner to the new city hall Building were
leveled in ashes,

The fire originated in the restaurant of S, Harrist sbout 8:3°
0% clock and in a short period a dozen Buildings were in flame-,
The fire denartment worked well and eﬁfectual aid was given by citizens,

Tre night fortunately was quﬁtq there being hardly a bre th of

wind and this fapt is largely due fo the 1imited area of the Burned
dystrict. There were two other factors prominent in staying the
spread of the flames, one being S.J. Lowe's splendid three story drick
monument and the other the shade trees which lined the streets,

Had it not been for th latter there is no question but
what Shardlow and McDaniel's, Steiner's and in faect that who'e
block would have gone, and it is doubtful if 1t could have even
been confined there,

The row of frame duilldings on the south side of Yakima avenue was

iiilly scorched and most of the window glass Broken by the heat,

It seemed at one time as though nothing could save that quarter and a
nunmber of the merchants moved their goods from thelr stores to the stre&
belong, Lewis, Shardlow.and M cDanlel and ¥irkman refused to re-mit
the removal of their .stocks and are consequently better off today
than they would otherwise have been,
It is a 1ittle uncertain how the fire started ,whether the lamp
in the kitchen of Harris' .restanrant exploded or was knocked from
its wratket and Broken. Mrs, Harris , who was waiting upon a customer

says she thinks she .heard something pop but raid no attention to it



until she went into the kitchen and saw the Burning nil on the table,
She called for help and com-enced Beating out the flames with some
towels when her customer, whose name she gave as Uarpenter, rushed
in with a Wucket of water which he dashed over the flames, That
wottled it, The water spread the o0il everywhere and
the inmates had hardly time to reach the street before the Building was
enveloped in flames -nd they were forcing their way into
Churchill's.

- ‘wo of Churchill's billard tables were acrried across the street
only to be ruined by the heat,

£ determined stand wasmade by firemen at Lowe's ®rick and though it
looked at one time the flames were finally arrested, At this voint the
heat was so intense that the nozzlemen were kept covered by Wwet blankets
" 0 keep from burning. Carpenter Bros. could not
stan® the threats of the fire and moved a nortion of their strck, Some 6
the goods were damaged and some lost or stolen.

Lowe's block, though on fire two or thre- times, is
not greatly damaged,

W.F, Jones valued hlis saddlery stock and hous ehold fur iture
at about two thousand dollars, “e carried $400 insurance on the
former and $100 on the latter, He ssved goods invoiving
over five hundred dollars,

The duilding he occupied wac< owned by Orlando Beck and was not of
much value, Becdk is ready to put up ®rick and has already made
overtures for S.J. Lowe for a part of his wall,

The ®uilding occupied by M.G. Wills as a sallon was built three years
ago By Capt, J.H. Thomas and i1ts owners previous tnthe fire wer Wessrs
M J.M, Ashton and J.,H, Mitchell of Tacoma, There was a npoliecy of $1000
on it The BPuirlding occunied by J.T. Foster as a meat market was owned

®y Wavne Field who carried an insurance of $500,



A short time ago J.P. and F, Wheeler Bought the Star coffee house
from W.H. Carpéﬁter. They carried no insurance and their loss wi1l?
amoun to $800 The building was a portion of the Ceorge W,
Goodwin esfa*e and was one of those ®pought up from the

old tomn., "n it and the adjoining property building

occuried by H. Keuchler and a part of the same property where

was insurance of #500,

Mr. Keuchler the jeweler was one of the heaviest loosers. He
carried a splendid stock valued at $12,000 of which $8,000 worth
was in the safe, The goods saved are in
#ad condition. The sgfe fell on its face and no one doubted
but what thécﬁntents were all right whe&hOO but when it was broken open
Wednesday there were many nidces of jewelry damaged and watch
movements were ruined,

The 1oss of S. Harris wil! amount to three or four hundred
dollars.The building was owned by A, Churchill, Mr, Chuechill was
one of the main losers, hesestimates ris loss at $9,700 on which
he had #$3,00n Ensurance.

Theodore Steiner's buildirg, occuried by Midliam Shearer as a
barber shop, was a total loss. The building was worth $1200.

The 01d Canital restaurant on Front street wa owned by
Mrs, Carrie H. Core of Roxabell, Ohio., It was insured for $1000,
The ®uilding was occupied by J.". Walters as a restaurant,
who.saved but 1ittile,
T.J.V. Clarkfs two Buildin=s and general sbore went the way of their
neigﬁbors. Clark estimates his loss at $3,500,

The losses on the southside of Yakima avenue were recokned as
follows: Shardlow and McDanie , $300; Theo Steiner $300; J.A. Taggard,
$2003 Jacov Vernier, $150; MOBON M.B. Kirkman $500:; A.J. Kraudelt $100;
T.J. Redfield #400. The e were a n'mber of other small



losers But their lesses mainly resulted from moving,
The new st eamer paid for itself Sundayv evening., The wisdom of the
late council ero ved out consriciously in thatparticular.
Marshal Cock did good work atthe fire, He had the
water of the difches under complete control and the surrly was
ample throughout, He was also alert in guarding exposed propertv,
Some men took a plaster of paris horse from M.G, Wills' |
burnirg saloon building carefully carried it a block.and drovped
ity breaking it, et |

R. Strobach found a-etting ten in a shed Back of ™.J.V.
Ciark's Buildine, Gathering up the eges he placed t'em in his
hat, passed the hat to some hobo on the outside who
thre#ybut the eges and wore the hat off,

pr. C.J. Taft was seen nn tov of his drug 'store with a Sprinkling
pot abkout as large as aniﬁt'measure. The sbray nozzle was on
and the doctor w:s as g svely an calmly sprinkling his fronerty as if
he had been among the flowers which adorn his windows, |

Considerable liquor saved from Churchillﬂs and Wjils' was stolen
and the rounders were gettihg w~-1l cocked and 5ri§ed fo; a night of
it when their suvrrly ran out.

Al Churchill found two twenty dollar gold pieces in the ashes of
ris saloon. The npopping of bottles at Churchil's place Sunday night
was one of the incidents. Tt sounded 1like the fusilade of hattle.

The N.P. depot was Badly scorched and it was’
only BV means of a gord wetting that it was saved from the fire,

Who was it made tre prorositionto sell the o0ld hand engine, Let's
hear no more about it. She proved exceedingly valuable vrrope fy at
the fire and will do to tie into. |

Nearly every fire which has happened in Yakima made a Sunday

night memora®le, The last was on Sunday, the Bart“olet residence’



was on Sunday, the Burning of the Signal office was on Sqnday and

the fire that swept awav the bulldings of ®.S, Yeats, Dr. G.J. AN SR TG
BODDY Redfield and Dr. Morrison was on the Lord's day.

Yakima Herald, Thursday, May 29, 1890,



JHisaster

Alex Sinclair received a dispatch today from J.H. Larson of The

Dalles, stating that the town had been burne .

A telegram for imformation elicited the fact that sixteen blocks
succumbed to the flames, entailing a loss of $1,n00,000.

The names of some of the losers are as follows: F.L. Skibbe,
festaurant; John Larsen, feed yard; Max Vogt, bhtek sépry brick;
0dd Fellows hall and opers house; T.C. Nickelson, two-storv brick;
Louis Rorden, crocker ; Charles Steubling, saloon; Mays and Crowe, hardward,
Graham, restaurant: Huntington and Thomnwon, law office;
Jones Bros. groceries; Charles Bayard, real estate; John Pashek,
tailor; A.A. Brown, grocer; Chrisman and Carson, grocer; Dandal and Fagan,
frame store; Charles Lauer, grocerys; Lum Brown. grocery; Tom Ward's
livery stabke; Knebeck's Tlivery stable; Hood's livery stable,
Jackson house; E.T ,Fitzgerald~s two story brick; two dwelling
houses; Mrs, Williams, resident; William "“itchell, resident: P.J.
Nichdls, residence; Methodist church, Bartist church, one large frame
schootbhouse, Fallonls farm implement building and grocery,
Uibbons and M Allister, implement and grocery; Judge “ondon's
residences; Will Condon's residence; Mrs. Juker s residence; A.A,
Bonney, residence; butcher shop; Thomgs Kelly‘s residence; Hon
F.P. May.s resid nce; Dufur and Watkin's law office; W.H, Wilson's
law office; hundreds of people are homeless and the city ~resents
a desolate appearance,

The mititia is patrolling the stf®at town and the best of

order prevails, The fire burned for five or six hours
and the citizens were owerless to stop its nrogress as the supvly of
water was inadequate. In engine wrs dispatched from ortland but the
fire was under control when it arrived. The blow will be a heavy one to

the town--Yakima Herald, September 3, 1891.



Digassters

The Dalles

The Dalles has been summing up her m sfortunes which have been
bunched together, give cause for wonder over the grit of her
citizens in endeavoring to fight against and overcome such
discouraging fatality,

During the history of that city it has suffered from extensive
fires in 1866, 1867, 1869, 1870, 1871, 1879, 1880, 1882, 1888,

1891,

In 1871 all buildings excepting one residence was leéeled to the gruund
by fire and in 1879 all busine=s houses east of Washington and North
of Third, west of Court and down to the river, were a mass of
smouldering ruins.,

Added to these terrible disasters the freshets of 1866, 1876,
1880 flooded the town to the court homse block on the corner
of third and Court streets. Another such record of misfortune

would be difficult to find--Yakima ~erald,October 15, 1891.



Disasters

A brief dispatch receivwed here Tuesday afternoon b rought meater
particulars of a horrible ~xplosion and consequent heavy loss of
1ife (5n) which occured at the Eoslyn mines atout 1:15
that =zfternoon.

A driver 'ad just come out of the mine when the exlosion
occured and he and *is mules and car were knocked over
and a man a hundred feet away was bruiced through eBferts of the
concussion,

The part of the mine whére theexplosion occured is a slonf 2,500
feet long which runs down at an anarle of 20 degrees. There are
seven levels and the men were scattededlong from the third to
th e seventh;,

The first bodies found by the rescuing partv were about 1570
feet down the sl-ne and as these were badly mutilated an? thre
explosion occured beyond this point, all hopes of anv of the
fourty four being alive who were Y“nown tobhe in themine was
abandoned,

The scene utside was a sadf rne. The mirers were mstly
married and the white and black families of the unfor tunate
held vigil at the mouth of the slovre notwithstanding that
the rain d escended all day and a'! night, When darkness fell a
honfire was bu 1t.

The miners hgve not ben employed more than a trird of threir
time during the past winter and their condition w's one of from hand
to mouth, lheirfamilies will be left destitute,¥akima nerald,

May 12, 1fc2,



Disasters

Sprague, Wash. Aug 3--The entire busine s portion of Sprague
is in ashes, hundreds are homeless toright and the
losses will aggrerate a =million and a quarter.

The town is almost destitu e of food and l'ayor Sanderson has
sent messergers to the leading cities appealing for aid.
At noon today the fire alarm was sounded for a blaze in Bryant's

chrop and feed nill, corner of Railroad:avenue and 5 street. The department
respended quickly but the blaze was quickly fanned into a rwaring
farnace.. .As the ['lames reached the corner of C street they forked one
branch going rorth of the railroad track and co: suming in its way the »“rtherr
Pacific grain wzrehouse, the National hotel and the ertire row of
wooden buildings to the correr, Here it turned off to the Pacific
hotel and the row of wooden buildings in the rear of it. From
Here it jimped to the old Headquarters building and Porak's
brewery, totalling destroying it and his residence.

Meanwihiie the scuthern fork consumed bn Kailroad averue, the
Ccmrercial hotel, the Herbring bpera house, the city hall, R. lewman
and Co's and the ’‘asonic hall, From here the flames leaped to the
buildin s west of the car shops and it was impossible to do anything
to wave the railway buildirgs.

The fire was checked on the west side by the D@Be brick buildings

of the F_rst Natioral bark and Jensen, ¥ing and Co, the
occupants of the bnildir s placirg wet blarkets over the windows and fighting
the fires depserately.

VNayor Sanderson arrived ard ordered the building of Ben Ettlson on the
corner of C and First streets blown up with dynamte. This
was done and the entire row of business hous=-s on C street betwern First

and second were saved.

The flames her took a southesterly direftion snd destroyed the W.P.



Putpam drug store , the lMasoric hall, the county jail, old opera house and
the residences of R.RE. Jrres and E.H. Starton. The flames were
checked here by bleowing up the o0ld orera house and the row of trees
in front of H.W., Bonre's residence wer= deluged with water to such an
extend that the fire wa-~ checked in a wercterly direction.

Ful'ly ore-fifth of the 3.00C irhahitants of the city lost not only
their howseh old goods but most oftheir wearing appearal.,

The excitement was terrific, especially & the time of the burnirg of
the armory of Troop A when the ammunition was discharged and
bullets were zhizirg out of the wirdows.

The prisorers in the county jail were released wher the fire was
about cne block away. T ey did an excellent job in assisting the
neighboring business houses? B,.t after the fire was uvnder control they
disappeared.

Not over half a dozen business houses are left standirg and
these include Cehres-' lletrich's gen ral merchandise store, the Srrague
roller mills, the F.rst National bank, Jensen, King & Co.,
and E. Redding and Co. Al1 the rewsparer dfices in the city with

the excertion of the Herald were burned cut. The postoffice was
ameng the first bu ldirgs to go but with comrmendable enterprise
Postmaster "eagher ergaged temrorary quarters in G hres & Hertrich's and

sent the mails out with onrly a slight delgy--iakima ﬁerald, Aug. €,1895,



Disaster

Priday morning Rossland came near being destroyed by fire.

As it w s the C,ifton hotel, the oldest house in the city and the
former home of Ross Thompson, wa: burned, many of the buests having
narrow escapese 0

The prompt and cool headed work of the volunteer fire
brigade did excellent work and are being contratuwlatedc by ther s ¢
citizens., -

The blaze tarted in the Clifton house corner of Cplumbia avenue
and Spokane st{eet. The 61ifton is one of the'landmarks of Rossland.
It’was the finét hotel built in the city - nd is conducted by
Frank Guse & Co,

Frank Guse estimates his loss at 92,000, The loss of 1 quors
will probably not =xceed $100. Mrs. L.J. May, proprietor of the C;ifton
restaurant lost over $500, '

The fire is sup osed to have originated in the kitchen by the
Chinese cook?ttempting to build a fire with coal oil,

M s, L.A., Wallac=, who was room ng and boardiné in the

house, occupied No, 3, also in the front of the building. She put her
water spaniel dog, Tubie out the window upon the poarch and ‘ollowed
him he her night clothes. She first threwh m to the ground and then
jumped hersc1lf. She sprained her ankle and brulsed her arm,
Her clothes , hahging in the room, ere nearly destroyed.
lMrs. C. Fairbanks and her daughter,Lena , 19, guests in the house
were sleeping in one of the rooms at the head of the stairs. lTost
of their clothing were saved. J.J. Davis, one of fhe proprietors, almost
suffocuat=d and fell down twice in the hall and was earried out.
Contractor lcPhee jumped out of his bedroom 13A2%0 window and escaped
with little injury. W.R. Rawlston , another one ofthe proprietors

escaped without injumy. Bookeeper Boynton escaped with his

clothes in his arms and dressed 111 the street



with the exception of his shoes which he did not take time to gete.
Sleeying over the kitchen was Sumner Barker, 19, with Bg|s two

other young men. The first he knew of the fire it had burned through

the floor of their room and set the bedding on fire. All his clothing

was burned. His brother, David, saved most of his clothes excepting his

shoes--YBAdRAddlayldsd Rossland Record, May - 1897 (Yakima Herald,

Vay 20) _

The burning of th=o Ctifton house at Rossland last wgek left Mrs,
Laura J. May, who conducted the dining room, without resources of
any kind and even without clothes,
She carried no insurance and she made her escape from the burning
building in her night dre s. When Herlmisfortunes became known
a subscription paper was circulated and in legs than an hour
she was in possession of $125 to relieve her im.ediate needs-:Yakima

derald, May 27, 1897.



Disasters

Heppner, Ore, June 20-- Developments of the past 24 hous show that
the Heppner death list will pa s the estimates of the lat two days.

Now rominent citizens are beginning to estimate fram 250 up,
No f4lQon@ t a 1 1 of thsese bodies will s faund. “ore are washed to
the Columbie r iver for ty miles away and some &re’ probably
buried in ocellar bottoms right in town. ‘hers are s veralshifts of
mrn a work and corposes are ﬁeing b6aGnd found many miles awaye. ht the
rate bodies a being found the death 1list will easily reach 200,

“hile the bodies found Thurs ay and Fridy were in horrible
condition, meny were frogen s tiff when brought into the hot
sun, & condition rendered possible by their covering of hail,
Great banks of frozen hailstores still 1lie in thedrifts with tle
bodies., “"here peoplé were rolled bef ore a wall of hail during the
flood they were stripped naked and thelr ®lesh whippedinto a solid
bruise,

Five carloads of previsiomms arrived at Lexington for the
destitutes Super irmt endent 0.Brien of theOregon Railroad
“avigation capany has arrived and hurried five wagons
out to load mwovisions. ! rains may reach Heppner by Sunday.

The relief fund hasreached $20,000 and it is estimated that

$40,000 will be sent within the next week,

The Ore gon “ailroad “avigation canpany has resumed re gulér service
to Heppner, #s track having been r epsired “’aturday after an
interruption of six days. Nine more bodles were recived at the
morgue duwirg the day,making a toial of 168, Some were found
velow Youglas, & distance o 30 miles,

The Dalles, Ope. June 15--4 messenger arrived fram #rlington this
marnirg bringingmews of a terrible cloudburst at Heppner, Oree



last night,

A solid wall of water swept down thevael ley, taking everything
before. It 'is estimatd that 500 people lost their lives. When the
messenger left “rlingtonat 1 o'clock this morning the flood had
passed ami150 bodies hed been recowred. ' (Heppner a city of 1,500

persmns)

The Yakima Herald, Jure 17 and 24, 1903,

L



Victoria, B.c.
Fsre
Victoria, B.c, July 23, 1907-the greatest fire in Victaria's
history occurred thi afternoon, destroying five blocks and many
detached bulldings involving a loss of a qua ter of a mililion
dollarse “tarting in an unused boiler shop of a defunct
Albion warks the fire wiped out the shacks of the tenderloin.
From Store street to the Quadra four blocks eastward and
between Herald, “hathem and Pionoer streets scargely anything
escaped,
A poor water pre:sure handicapped firemen who assisted by soldiers
from the garrison and a host of vdunteers fought desperately.
Yynamite wa secured to blow up the buildings but Fire Chier

Watson would not use it, fF-



Stories. Name s

Puyallup--Yakima “elons Fipe

hen fire sta ted to burn it was named Puyallupe. he name
still sticks. Detter if it had scorched off and & new one, say
Hopville been tacked one

The town was of tencalled Pu¥lallup or Picallup am thg old Hudsaon
Bay men used to call it Peewallup. But it wa: a good straight
American name ,for the Indian tribe it was named at ter
tad campsd a round there for thousands of yearse.

Fire started inthe old pioneer livery s table which ran back.
from its false fra t on Yellowstone aveme to its leanto
on Tinpot alley and dry timothy hay, soc alk d b ecause +im “avenport
father of Fome, thercartoonist, first discowered 1t growing in Boston
Comnione ;

The old bucket brigade was quickly formed but the big livery
gtable wa doomed. No one mourned it. It Masd been standing in
He way of progresse. Wen Pete Belles hotelnear by began to s corch
and 68t crackle efforts were .redoubled.

by now the flames took the old time Ureely advice andstarted
weste Putchershops, d rug stores, asalu.uons,. candy
kitch ens, peanut stands, all B d their stocks removed” by willing
hands and stacked up on common grounda ras the waye Then the let
the buildin. s burn, there was no savig t hem.

Byt farther on loomed up the big pionser general merchandise stose
with its *:’50,000 stock ami near it the depot aml little bank. T hese
mst be saved. #ater soaked blankets were spread on t he roof of the
buildingbeyond this gap and Joe Fernandez and a few other
volunteers braved theblistering heat ard stayed up there.

lpe bucket brigade e@Bcentered its efforts on the
side walls but the water they threw scor hed zizzled and ran of £ o

The building was doomed. O'T; the sl de track nea by stood & car



load of real ripe melons from Yaki a, Consigned by a dealer who
expected to sell them to Indian hop picker:, their car had just
been cut out of a west bound freight and they stood there,
Then ong of the warker s reachedup to the melon car, gathered up
a melon and dashed its brains out against the hot side of
the building. Half the pulp stuck to the weather :oard ng
In a secoml other fire fighters had "caught on.‘he dropped
buckets and smashe: watermelons against the side aof the
hullding that was the pivotal point in saving the town.
The pulp stuck, stuckwell. Every watermelon was
sacrificed. One of t hem had mpe backbone then ten buckets of
water and thdrclinging crust mede the walls fire proof until the
opposite bulldimg burned down. And thus the wateérmelons saved
Puyallup--J.W. Redington in Sunset, #ugust, 1907.



F 3 res=Yakima

Restricted diste.

A lamp tipping over in a fromt room of ah ous: known as 444
in the restricted district started the f ire which d egtroyed one of
the city:s finest livery dbarnes and practically wiped out t e
districte. The only buildings saved in t hat sction are a f ew
isola ted shacks standing on Front str t and occupied by negro,
Japare se and ¥rench women,

Tive minute after the fire started half the district was ablaze
and the Home Comfort stables were doomed.

Fire swept ra idly from the 444 to the Littl Club, jimped across
te alley, destrcypd the Exchange, made a ruin of the rororious
brick which has secured an unenviable reputation as an opium joint
and made short work of the Teddy Bears, i

¥ T4 o
Total loss was estimated at %25,000, OUr thase ¥ The Brrcse

By a unanimous vote the city cancil decreed llipnday that there
shall be no restricted district in North Yakima. The Yakima

Herald, June 17, 1908,

HDMC Com Fonet



Viotoria B Co

Victoria, Nove ll-Fire tonight destroyed the intsrior of the
foxr-atory brick of T.N, Hibben & Coe. wholeséida stationers,
entalling a loss of ¥100,000,

Rooms of the Conservative A4ssociationand Native Sons in the
upper floor were fire swept and manuseripts, photographs and
becards of the British columbia Pionser assoclet ion were destroyed-
Yakima Herald, N,ve 186, 1911,



za
RO

F;re of an undetermined origin swept through Ro za yesterday
afternoon vith a r sultin damage estimat d at 460,000,

The Great Wastern Silica company 's plant, the N"rthern
Pacific depot and the six room reesidence of R.W. Latham, section
foreman , several piles of tires and sever 1 hundred feet of
the NYrthern Pacific sidebrack were a total loss. Thera is
practically no irsurance.

Efforts of a hastily formed bucket brigade were futile as a high
wind swept the flames beyond control in a few moments. Communication
between Yakima and Ellensburg DB¥& by wire or rail wereshot off for
more than an hour. Northern Pacific passenger train N;. 2 was
delayed at Rosa for an hour No. 3 was held up %t Hillside
for the same length of time waiting for N . 2.

The N,rthern Pacific depot was unoccupied.~It is not likely
it will be rebuilt . The szction foraman:s house
was burned so quickly that Latham was unable tosave his furniture
or clothing. T.C. Dyolittle, president of the Silica company was
at the plant with Carl Anderson, foremen, loading a car of silica wen
the fire broke o.t.

The campany:s property was recently appraised at $55,000
for the purpose of sale accordin to Doolittle and is in

he hands of a receiver. The insurance had lapsed.
*he N rthern Facific will begin work at once to rebuild
the sidetrack and will also reconstruct Latham's ho e. E. Donian ,
railroad laborer still has his nome intact although it stood within
40 feet of the silica plant as the wind carried the flames away from

his place--Yakima Republéc, July 18, 1925.



Disasters

Vienatchee, Sept. 7-?welve dead, whose bodies have been iecovered
four known dead still missing, property dama e to t he amount of
#500,000, railroad traffic tied up, tracks washedout at
the Great Northern t erminal, the town of Anpleyard practically
destroyed, humdreds of c arloads of apples destroyed aa d many orchards
of the valleye, This is brisef ds the story of the worst disaster that
ever befell this section of the state when a cloudourst in the
Squillchuck mountains brought disaster inthe district “aturday
af ternoons

Yeveral times as much damage wa done by hail and rain among
the orchards of ast Wenatchee armd Rock Island as at the

4ppleyard at south “enatchee,
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