May 27, 19562

M.W. Stirling,
Director, Smithsonian Institution,
Washington , VuC.

Dear Director:

I have campletod my msnuscript on "Drummers and Ireamers™
dealing with Smo-Vha=Ia of the Wanapums or Pris .t Rapids Indians,
recorded by Levis and Clark as tho Sokulk. I am not too enthusiastic
that it will be accepted.

In that connection I em pursuing my quost for ph tographic matorial,
although I have a large colloction,

I am onclosing a 1list} and if you cen sond m & memo of the
price for these items, I shall send you a postal note @0 you may
@utharize the r printing, and in the first mentioned case, &
negative, which I may oconcentrete upon for the Smo~lhaela individual,

Iy Indian sow cos e still holding out ard I believe that I my

obtain additiomal informtion on some of tie characters in the
Hoarhouse colloction, in which case, I shall impart the information
to yous The informatian in those cases couse o fran reletives of the
Indiafis cmrorned and I am éure will stand up under careful examiration
(as to blood and name.) My sowr cos do not withhold informtion op
cover up, even though the man may ve a grandfather who was murdered »
wag & murderer or vwmt not. The Prisst Rapids peoples-thors are nine
laft, have glven me thd Indian name of NowasToweLook, I know of no
ot her instance that theiriest Hapids people have given a neme to a
white man, It is 1ot an honorary title but a name by which they call
moe

I have alao completed & dictiorary of the Vanapum language ,



and geographic names, with Indian names and = eanings for tie
Columbia ™iver area , Mallula on the south to Ephrata on the
Northy 140 miles (roughly) the islands in the river, the islands
m the Lower Snale piver; naxes of Indisns buried thereon etce

It may be of intereat to you, if you noied Life Magazine's
Plctures on ‘ndlan storw sculpture of several weeks ago, thgt the
island opposite the last Wanapum village, an island on vhich part of
thelr religim 1 based and "the origin" i1sland of the ‘mnapuma,
contains sune stone sculpture , deoply ;.neisod 1lke suns on rocks
so old they have cr mbled apart a lthough tie islamd has only boen
under wator twice in histaric timesy and carvings with eyes and
diagonal lines forming the face, neck etc. Iater I may have pictuies
to serd you of some aof these. The aignificance to me is. thisse

Tho Vanapuna have legends dealing with Anhyi (Sun) Anh is the
word for sun anl Cphal-lgsh- etc, (Abalore man) who lived on the
islamdse fbalone man (a onewlegged man) killed the Sunj the world
grew dark , ashes sprinkled: down, sun went to the sky and Abalore m&n
want to the ocean t 1lives (They do not know vhat an abalore ia
but brought out & plece of shell to show mem Then it was
long af ter Hat bofore Speel-Yei or “oyote ceme by in their legendss
Speel-Yei 18 , &y you lnow, one of the earliest characters in dther
trlbese I am now work ng on the older legends,.

I am sure that from the list of piectures I will obtain much
additional information from some of my old Yakima contacts,
Tho 1ist Is attached, Please let me know the estimated price, at
eonvenience, 80 I may #ord you the moneye

Sincerely

Route 3, box 149, Yakina, Wadhe G110l Kelander





