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dash'tn Suptcye VYolville. Holl Ho. 20  “pokane Bridse, ¥.T.Sept. 24,{840

€ol. Samuel Ross, U.S8.2., Superintendent “ndien #ffairs, Olympia %.T.
Sips |
I have the honor to trans it herewith a map of tthe country between
the Columbia Hiver anc Cascade mountains ncrth of Lake Ynelan.

The arable lanc as re sented on the map comprises the

e
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o

smellest part of the country, it 1ies dong the sircams and lakes and
12 estimated at seventy five thoussnd scres, tle largest portion liem
one body is on tidspelam Creck , the valley bela~r about thirt: =lles
long en @ from one to three ~iles wide, ner 1y all of which is
siscipteble of cultivation, “here is also qulte a'body of tillable
land north of Lake Chelan, also on th' Okanagen, ncer Ogsoyoos lake md
on “ettle river and its tributaries,

A1l alon - the Cplumbia are found benches of 5ood land wstored by
small streams flowing from the mountains but it 13 gererelly in
narrow strips and requires irristion. Ihere 1s & numbero’ small
streems end lakec bet.cen San Poel an okanagan nesr the Yolumbia
where the Indians have small enclosures in which they cultivate corn
and potatoces,

The grazing land is very extensive. It is covered with bunch and
mountain grasses , part of it with ‘scettering pine.

For g azing purposes done “an Poel a1d Tespelem valley areo as
good 1f not the best in “as ington ferritorv. Snow seldom falls
and when it does it la's on the -round but a short time. There seems

tobe a current of eir that pa ses up and down thce valleys that makes

the tempersature much w armer/ and ddd agrecable not being so



or changesble es the Okanagan/

There is swaempy places on the Lakes end streams wherethe td 1l
gre sesa grow that could be cut for w nter use but the Indians on
the Yan Poel end lesnelam who !. ¢ 8 larpe number of oprses end
cattle xmem have no trouble 1n ¢ iateriig then without making Such
provisions,

As 8 rule !t +will hold good that the h'lls or mounta ins sides.faciqg
the scuth are covered with press or gross 1né s cottered pines so that B0
the graging land 18 much wmore extenslve thm wﬁut the map wo:ld
i:dicate,

The m untains , especially tihelr sides Tocelng the narth are
heavily timbered with pine, fir, cedar and tamarac and cotton wood.e Cedar,
willow and birch in the mershy place. the altitudc of the m-unts'ns “etweer
the “olumbia and Ukanagan !s much that tho sncw coes off every sumuer
but the Cascede range is ma ¢ ebrupt, rug-ed and heavily timbered.

The *,dians follow up the lethowe, C elan and their bributeries huntins
and trepin: bul they prefer te reside near the Uo'umbia.

There is @ trsil nexmx over the Cascades fros Lake helen to the stream
that feed intc Pupet Scund,

The Indiensduring the sslmon season build weirs across the
Okanagan, "ethowe, Zan Peel anc¢ the saglls » Ltreams catching a good
many salmon , sucker end sslmon trout,

Egrlier in the sernson anc before they colltct to cateh their winter
su» 1y at Kettle Fal s,

‘he aninels abounding in this resion arve the bear, deer  and
elk, the fur be'riag besver, martin, badrer, otter, fox and fisher,

Tbere are many natural water powers on al1ll the s treaas except
the Okanegan which i3 a slusgish stresm for & mounts in country,

Taxe tne whole section together it would malr a good Indian

rescrvetion thore is tillable land encu:ch t» raise a!l the 7 rain
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ané produce the *ndians would require; grazing land enourh for @ll thiip
horses and csitle, mount ins clotned with timber in which pame abounds
where they could hunt and trap; streams in wh!ch there is plenty of the
finest water power to rum more machinery than woiléd Le needed with
netural bounderies of river an mounteins.
Yor obedient servant
“me "o Vinans

t]
Yarmer.



Vashn't Suptey. “olville. Roll No. 20
Port Colville, W.T., May 27,1872

Gen, T.J. McXenny, Supt. Indim Affairs, Clympia, W,T. Sir:

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 6th
inst., Informing me of the Indlan reservation set apart by Executive
order,

On this reservotion there are now nesrly one hundred farms between
five end six hundred settlers, wio have fenced and cultiveted a larce
portion of the tillable land, built houses and nmade other permanent
improvements . Spme are homestesded and pre-empticn settle rs,but the
most are squatters on the public domain who have resided here for ten
years or more and were induced to come by invitation of Coe. Harvey
to settle up the centry, the promise of mil'tary protection, the fertility
of its soll and healthy climate.

As a large portion of the tillable land 1s 'ow occupied by the
whites, it wl 11 be impossible to place the surrounding tribeson the
reservation until the people shall have been removed and in any event it
wlll be a great hardship to compel them to leave their homes which
they have mede in cood falth under a surance of government protectione.

There are nowon the reserve three four mills,tw saw mills, six
stores, tw small vlllages with shops etc. besides court house,
jell end other public improvements mm de by the people.'The value of
the improvements an the reserve 1s probably not less than two hundr-d
thousand dollars.

If this were the only'place in this querter sultable for g
reservatlon 1t might be well to remove the settlers, paying them
for thelr improvements but &s the resgion alresdy recom:ended in my
letter of Sept 24th, 1870 to ~ol. Samuel foss (a copy of which is
herewlth enclosed) is much better adapted toc the wants of the Ind¥ns

from the facts of its milder winters, climate enabling the I~dians to



2
their stock without fodder, 1ts grester quart ity of grazing land , its
ample tillable area, 1ts grerter sbundence of geme and fish, and besides
t 1s , the countrr preferred by t e Indians themselves, on this whole
tract, there is only two white scttlers, the valus of whose
improvements is inconsiderable.

From the fscts above submitted that the Indians prefer the lands
described in my letter of Sept. 24, 1870, that these lands are better
adepted to 8 reservation, end that neerly all the present reservation
is occupied by whites. I respectfully bes leave %o suggest the propriety
of asking the president to place the reservation within the following
boundaries, viz: The Co ' umble river, the easterm and southern,
the Okanagan river the western and the 49th parallel the northern.,

I a= fully persuaded thet if the government shall be made aware
of gll the afacts in the case that the boundaries of the recervation
will be changed.

very respectfully, your obedient servant
¥m. P, Winens,

Yarmer in char ge



Wash'tn Suyptcy. Colville. Roll No. 20
Fort Colville, W,T,
June 3rd, 1872

Gen T,J, McKenny, superintendent of Indian affairs, Olympia, W.T, Sips

~ have the honor to ackmowledge the receipt ofyour letter dated may
16th informing me that you srathorized to establish a school at Fort
Colville, also a cony of a letter from Hon., “Yomuissioner of indian
Affairs relative to schools amonz the Coeur d'Alene Indians.,

The e has been no school in this agency to teach the Ipdians to
read and write sincethe Presbyterian iission at ®“alkers Prairie was
burned in 1848,

‘he catholics now have three missions in this vslley; two of which’ are #
mow occupied-~the third 48 Dettle ‘:alls is only used during salﬁdﬁ'i‘.‘:_
catching.

The Fathers tesch the Indians ord 1y the prayer and catechism
of the church.

“alkers Prairie would be a good place for a school, also the
ﬁnﬂxmmimz.“x’m Hudson “asy Co.'s Fort now occupied by Angus McDonald
who 1s understand is ready to turn over the buildings when an
agent presents himself authorized to rece ive them.

The Indians in the vicinity of “alkers' Frairie are t &e Spokans
and are Protestants. Those living near the Hudson ‘)ay Cots Fort are
Colvilles r : :

Caxhsitcs and Lakes an@0 and are “atholics. If two schools are

to be established 1t would be well to have one at each place

in charge of the teachers of the faith preferred by the lndians--by

8o doing harmong and good feeling amon- the Indians would be mainta ined.

The Coeur d'Alene M ssion 18 in ‘+deho and situated on the
Coeur d'Ajene river sbout forty miles ea't of the boundary line of t his

erritory.
P

%

romall the informet ion I cen obtsin at this time without s vis-it to
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Mission which is one hundred and fifty miles distent & sm led
to believe that the Ca holic Fathers have taught the Indians
orally the Catechism and prayers, but that no effort has been made to
teach them to read and write.
The co ntry claimed by the CGoeur d'Alenes is gll of ldeho
between We-na-ne-she or South Fork of the Palouse River and
the Pend d'Crielle river--gnd all of the Territory between Hangmen
Creek and the bpokan River.
Tnere sre 100 to 150 of these Indians on the tract cleimed by
them in this Territory but the grester part of them live in lLdsho and
maxy properly be considered as belonging to t h& Superintendency.
Ihey are the most independent, haughty and arrogent of any “ndians
Inthe wvicinity.
I enclose a copy of a letter from the Spokane Bridge relet ing
to the mstter by having the Indians that did the shooting
confined in jail.
Very resp e tfully
Your obedisnt Servant
%m, P, Winans

Farmer in charge.



“gsh'tn Suptcy. Colville. Roll Nol 20

Report of Employes of the folville Ag-ney for the 3rd quarter,
1878t |
Jobn A, Simms, special Ipd. &zent, ®ash Lerritory, born in Maryland,
comuencement of service, fugust %R 17, 1872 , where employed Fort
Colville;, tribes for which employed , “Yolville and other
lrdiens parties of no treaty; compensatlon 41,500.

W,P. Winans, farmer in charge, place appointed, bashington ‘errty.;
place where born, New Jersey; commencement of service; Jsny 1, 18703
resignation or dlschsrge, Sept. 30, 1872; where emplo ed , Fort
Colville; tribes, Eolville etc.; compensstion ¥1,200,

J.F. Sherwood, acsistant farmer; place where EmmXoapp~inted,
Waeshizgton Territory; place where born, Sew York; commencement of
service, Jany. lst, 1871; where employed, Fort ?olville; tribes for
which employed, Colvills, etc.; co pensation ¥1,000.

A.W, Wiggins, physiclan; place from whence appolnt 4, “ashington
Territory; place where bom, Vernont; com-encement of service,
Hove 1, 1870; where employed, Fort Yolville; :ribes, Colville etc;
compensation, 7800.

George Herrin:, interpreter; place from whence appointed, r"'asb,fmg,ton
Lerritory; place where born, Colville Valley; comiencment of service,
HMay 1, 18683 where employed , Colville; tribes for which

emploved, Colvilles etc.; compensation #500,



Viash'tn Suptey. Coclville. Roll Ng, 20
Fort olville, W.T,
Uct, 30th, 1872
Genl. R.H. Hilroy,
Supt. Indian Affairs, Olympia, %.T.
Sir:

I have the honor to report that during the past month this
%“gency has been vislited by the chiefs end head men of the following
tribes, ziz:

Colville , Coeur d'Alenes, Spokanes and Pen d'Oriellss.,
j"he report their people dén good health end pesceable with their
white neighbors and with each other. *he cstch of salmon this
season has been unusually large end the Indians express
themselve as pretty well provided with sup-lies for the winter.

They are manifest considersble interest in recards to the new
reservation set apart for them and I may add that they are generslly
opposed to it with its pre ent boundaries.

I expect to forward to you my speclal report upon thda
sub ject in the next mail,
L nave the honor to remain
Very “espcctfully yourg
Obedient servant
dJorn A, Simms,

Spec. Ind, #gent.



Wash'tn Territory. Colville. Roll %o. 20
Fort Bolville, ®,T,

November 4, 1872

genl. R.H, Hilroy,
Supt. Indim #ffairs,
Olympia W, 7,
Sirs:

In answer to your communication of Oct. 5 L nave
the honor to Inform you that the Paluse Indians were included in
the Yreaty made by Yov. I.I. Stevens, June 9th, 1855 and ratified by
the Senate 4arch 8th, 1859,

Respectfully your
obedient 5ervant,
John #, Simms,

Special “ndien A gent.



Washh'tn Syptey. ~olville. Roll No, 20
Fort “olville, Nov., 25, 1872

Genl. R,d, Wilroy,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs,
Olympie, W.T, Sir:

Yours of the 224 ult. with statement of funds
placed to my officlal credit in the 1lst Yationsal Bank Portland Oregon,
viz $2,500 was duly received,

“he saw mill purchased for this sgency and shipped by you reached
here on the 20th inst. end wa: received in good order, with the
exception of a small wheel which lr. “inans will have f rwasrded in
the spring or duplicated.

The winter beinz sonear, and the weather mnfavorable here for
building, I heve defered erecting the mill until spring. More especially
I wished to confer with you in rezard to the selection o a site
for the agency, for theressons referred to dn my report. If the boundaries
of the reservation remain as they are at present, the “espelam
valley will probaebly be the most favorsble point but if the
eastern boundary should b extended to the south side of the
Columbia I regard 0ld Fort Colville as the most elilplible site as it is

within one mile of the Kettle Talls where most of the Indlans of all
the tribes belonging to this agency come to catch their fish in
summer gnd many of them remsin there all winter. There is no other
point uh ere they would be so much under the eye of the agent.
Ver;r respectfully
Your -obt. servt.
Jom &, Simms,

Specl. Ind. Agt.



dash'tn Suptcye Colville. Roll Wo, 20 Fort Yolville, W.T. Dec 19,1872
To Yeneral ¥ilroy,
Superintendent of Indian #ffairs,

for “ashin-ton Territory , Olympia, W.T.

Dear Sir:
On or about the 15th of last June 1 was engaged in freighting
mds ., from the Yakima valley to the mouth of the Okanagain river
for parties engaged in minine pursults in the v.cinity and on my trip up,
at the mouth of the Crand Coolie, was attacxed by a band of Indiasns known
as the Hoses tribe and Moses their chief leading them who demanded what
liguoir I had on my train, 2 five gellon kecs ordered by the miners
for their own special end private use. I told t em that I .as sglone and
that if they overpowered me and took the liquor I would return and
.lay my complain before the agent at Simcoe. On telting them this
they went off and I proceded on my way without further molestation
until I arrived sat home..rwo days after my arrival about thirty
In ians came to my house and demanded that I turn over the liquor
to them and m my refusal to do so they attacked the house, broke the
door in and made an attack on Mr, Schaffer and myself who were in
the house, the former being very low with consumption, they seized and
packed him ont ancd a portion of them stood over him with an axe
threstening to kill him if he did not =ive up the liquor or attempted
any resistance. fhe balance of the Indlans not enraged In attacking Mr
Schaffer attacked me in the house and I tried , in defending my life
and »roperty to sho t thembut oneof them that was nesr who I thought
to be friendly knoéked up the gun and the contents went 1nto the
roof. I then dronred the gun and siezed an axe and cut one in

the arm, wounding him rather seriously. Tbey then overpowered me and beat

and cutme with knives until I wa entirely exhausted. They ,whilst
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L lay 1insensible, went throuch the store and took shirts, blankets,
clothing and other goods to the anount of five or six hundred dollars,
i apslied to the civil authorities for redress but was told that the
proper place to spply would be to the superintendent of indim
affairs,

Trustin~ that vou mar give the matter your early attention and
order vour agents here to investi-ate the matter with s view of the
Department compensa ing for the losses I have swtained end havins the

‘.dians punished, etc., etc,
I remain,
Very resprctfully et o etc.

Charles bcbnieder.



Wash'tn Suptcp. Colville. Holl No. 20
Fort “1lville, W.T. Dec. 31,1872

Uen, R.H. Milrcy, Superintendent of indisn Affairs, Olympia, %.T.
Sir:

.I have the honor to report that noth ng worthy of particular
notice occurred atthis agency durinz the past month untll the evening
of the 1l4th inst. at hal’” pasg ten o'clock when we were.stsrtlad by
quite a severe shock of m earthquake which was followed by four or
five other distinct shocké at intervals during the night, slight
vibPfations havines been felt nearly every d8d0Gd dsy since and on the
morninz of the 28th about half pust ten, gi;;:s was a very
precl table shock.

“ost of the I.udiansthst I have heard from miX are g 1 very much
frightened and in some instances fatal results hsve fcllowed. One
woman of the Lower Spokaney lost her mind and wandcred off to the

bevergl

mowntains eand was found dead a day or tw afterwarkds.
others are gquite 111 from the effect.

The earthanke\aa particulaerly severe in the vicinity of Okanagan
and Osouilous Lake, fwo Indians who came over from there
report that & polnt of 1lmnd projecting into the lake has disappesared
and that the earth has opened from eichteen inches to two feet in
several placec:, l'hey s tate that the country was full of smoke to the
north and that a nolse resembling thunder comes from the same direction,

‘here 1s great consternstion among the Okanagan Lndians end I have

determined to send over the interpreter to endeavor to mparifiz pacify
them and to report upon the results of the earthquake. |

I have the satisfaction of reporting smarked improvement iIn the

morel condition of the I.dlans of this agency since my errival here. ¥gst

of the Colvilles and Spokans have aband-ned the evil habit of zambling
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and dismzpakimx disipation. *he chiefs and head men seem much
encouraged =:d full of hope for the future. :hey are anxjously
Ew vaiting for news concerning the reservation and belleve that
some satisf c tory arraignment will be made in the spring and that work
at the agency will be commenced in esrnest.
Fer'y respectfully
Your Obt, Svt,
J hn £, Sims,
Spl. Ind. 4gt.



Wagh'tn Suptcy. Colville. Roll Fo. 20
Fort “Yolville, Jov. 30, 1873

idp, John A, Simns, Special Iidian £gent
Sir:

L have the honor to report that durinz the past month, these
indians, following the pursult of agriculture, have been engaged in
thrashing their grain, repairing end fixingup their winter quarters,
makinr them as comfortable as possible.

Others h ve gone to the mountains to pursue thelr regilar
nomadic wanderings in search of game, hunting and trapping fur
bearing animals,

Peace sndquietness reigns among them, no dizpmsikimax deprecations
have been ¢ m itted by them that I am aware of.

yery hespectfully,
“eorge V¥, Avery (?)

Paracr



Wash'tn “ypteye. Yolv'1lle. Roll Ho, 20
Fort —olville, W.T. Jeay. 25,1874

£on “arshall Blinm,
Aet, Sypt.Indien #ffairs, Olymnia,¥,T.
Sir:
I have the "onor to rcport that the late superintendent, Ueneral
R.H., Milroy during his visit here last sumrer directed me to make
arrancemnents for the openin~ of & bosrding & industrial school
at this agency for Indian children. It wss known at the time that
there were no siitable bulldings st the agency, but the Catholic
fathéra proferred the use of thelr mission for temnorary jsurposes,

Ag father Giorda(?) the superior was expectec daily the father in
charge did not like to say what compensation wo lc be expected for
the use of said mission bulldings but thought it woulc be some
inconsiderable sum. In the mesntime I made arransements for ¢be
comnrencing the sch ol,hired the tezchers and purchased tie necessary
au pliles, Father Giords did not arrive however untll about the first of
October and the next day thereafter I ingquired of him , upon whsat
tcrms hex L could have the mission bulldings for the purposes of
opening the boarding schcol for the Indian chil ren. He thouzht ¥30
dollars a month would 5e a v ery modera e compensation for the use of
the buiidinzs. I was not authorized to pay thet ~um or any other amount
but as L could do no brtter L told him I would take the buildings and
report the matter to vou for your approval,

I nave so far paid the smount out of my own means, expecting to

be réuBdd reimbursed if my action is epproved. I have made scme other

necessary expenditures , in all ebout two hundred dollars, in making
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teables, benches, bedsteads and some little repdirs about the
building, which I have paid out of the school fund,
You will please inform me if the rent of the building will be
allowed, also if the exnenditures out of the school
fund wére proper. I am hapry to state in this connection that ‘he
school 1s progressing very satisfsctorily and the advancement of the
sacholars exceed my most sanguine expectations.
Very respectfully
Your obt. s rvt.
John £. Simms

Special Indian “#gent.

(action approved for the pr sent
but think the rent to high} footnote,.
Fort olville, W.T. Jany. 25, 1874
dlon Wershall Blinn, ®ct. Supt. Ind. Affairs,
Olympia, “.T,
®ir:
1 have the honor to renort tha PFascal ‘osi md Louis

Vanzina, teachers at this agency hawve resigned. I woild respectfully
recom end that Sister J-m of the Cross ani Sister #urella,
both Bisters of Charity, be appointed to fill said vacancies
to take effect from the first instent.

Very respectfully

Your obt. Servt.

John &, Simms,

Spel. ind. A gent.



wash'tn Syptey. “Yolville. Roll No. 20
Fort “olville, W.T.
3 February 28, 1874
Hon “larshall Blinn,
Aot, superintendent ind. Affairs,
Olymnia, #,T,
Sire
Inave the honor to report thast nothing of special
interest has occurred at thés agency ®mxkmx since my last mohthly
report. the Indians are peaceable and well disposed and are begin-ing to
inquire concerning their spring work. The school 1is progressing very
satisfactorily. There are forty three boarders aend f rom eight to ten
day scholars in recalar attendance and sre maklng very comnencable
advancement, I herewith enclose the monthly r eport of Y¥p, George W,
“arvey s farmer,
Very respectfully
Iour obt. servt.
John Simms,

Special Ind, & gent.



Fort Yolville, W,T,
dash'tn Suptcye. Colville. Roll Ho, 20 :
Mgreh 31, 1874
Genersl R,MH. Milroy,

Superintendent I~d. Affairs,
Olympia, W, T,
Sirs
I hev ¢ the honor to report thst dwr ing the past
month many of the ladlans of this agency have been enzaged in fencing
their little farns gd preparing mm®x ~enerllr to put in their c rops
as soon 83 the seasm will permit.

‘he news of the fesilure of the bill to establish a reservation
here has had a very depressing effect upon them, 203 I am afraid
they w11ll not now farmm to the extent they otherwise would have doe,
They are €1 pesceable and well disposed, and there is much
less sickness amcng tem than during the winter months, the school is
prozressin - very satisfactorily. I herewith encl ose the monthly report
of the farmer, Ur, Ceo. W, Harvey.

’ very respectfully
Your obt. servt.
John Simms,
Special Ind.Agent.





