bBad men

Discussing the possibility of a lynching pa ty in the event the
dlayer of 10-year-o0ld Chakles llattson is arrested amd returned to Tac:Oma,
John M. Potts, deputy sheriff recalled yesterday the lynchirng
of two men in Ellensburg in 1896,

‘he men who were father and son, were charged with murder.,

The son had shot the town hand leader to death and the father brutally
s tabbed another man in a quarrel over the charge against his son.

The accused slayers were arrested a Sunday af ternoon and the afternonn
of the following day was passed arourd word that a lynching party was
planned for that night,.

I was a young boy and remember how a man came to my father 's
hanch on harseback and informed him about the lynching party while
we were working in the field. My father told the man he would have no part
in the affair and & ter the man left my father told me not tog leave
yhe tamch that right. Lured by the promise of excitement I stole away
from the ranch that night,.

The lynching pa ty gathered in the bandmaster's hall before converging
on the jail in a b.ody of more than 300 men. Ten armed officers were posted
around the courthouse which housed the jail. NOticing me lingering in the
vicinity the sheriff told me Ihad better go home. I pretended to
leave but when themob arrived demanding the prisaners I was nearby,
watchinge

Not wishring to ¢ arry rifles while standing guard arpund the courthouse
the officers hadplaced them on a bed in the sheriff's bedroom in

the jail and planned to run in and get them if the mob threataned to
overpower them. Yhen the mo arrived at 10 p.m. the leaders ordered
the pris?ners' release. “he aofficers refused and ordered the excited

men to leave but instead the mensurged forward and the officers ran to get



lynched mens

The day gfter the lynching about 14 men, among them business
leaders, prominent farmers and a deputy county treasurer were arrested
for taking part in the lynchinge. Theyr emained in jail six weeks
without bail pending the opening of court. Numerous threats were
made against the prosecuting attorney fa@ issuing the warrants because
public sentiment was in favor of the lynching of the two men whohad criminal
records,

The 14 community leaders were tried and acquit ted with the late Henry
J. Snively of Yakima as their attorney.

That wasthe last lynchirg in this district.For nany years after

wards the tree on which the men were hung was known as the "“tree of

justice." Yakima "epwlic, Jan. 17 , 1937.



Joe Liggett wa: a Yakima po ice sergeant. He came here in 1887
and 680#edotind was on the police fi6@0&d department when the entire
force econsisted of himself and a day marshal. He remembered
summer and fly time in Yakima when he said that the only wgy to tell
whether you were eating raisin or custard pie was to brush away the fliese.
Much of Yakima's first police system was inaugurated by Capte
Marshal Scrafford of Seattle
Liggett shot prairie chickens in the sagebrush where St. Joseph kademy
is now located and Jackrabbits '"downtown."
he worked 12 to 16 hours a day as marshal and was paild %75 a month.
The night man8s salary was $60.
He became police sergeant in 1911 when the com ission form
of government was ingugurated.
One of his uties was to run to the fire bell near the cily hall
and ring @Hé the bell for volunteer fire department whenever a fire was
discovered.
No jay walking problems, unpaved streets, muddy , only places where
they could be crossed was COrners where board walks were built for

pedestrians.



Sheriff Joe Lancaster, called before commnissioners at special
meting to explain condwct of Monday night, October, 1910 when he shot up a (
resort on front street kept by Ruby Scott. '

County attorney advised the commnission they had no authority to
ask for the resignation. *he sheriff said he was merel ¥y tryiﬁg to
arrest a man who was in the room.

Diiring the shooting the she iff broke two cuspidors and threatened to
shoot the keys off the piano. ’
Ihe episode is not the first time that the Ruby Scott

place was treated to an- xhibition of the sheriff's marksmanship.
She said the performarc es were periodi al and that he had been there
twice in the last three months and put 15 bullet holes on the floor and
ceiling.

Not content with shootingup his favorite resort the sheriff has
tried his gun on the furniture of his own office in the courthouse

and the county jail bears the marks of hole: on the floor and ceiling.



Then they commenced to tortue the inmates, The father was taken to

the fire and after refusing to tell where the money wos hidden his feet
were held in the flames until the flesh was burned to a crisn, Still he
refused to reveal thelhiding place of his wealth and becoming wild

with anger, a knife‘was plunged into his bosom and in a feﬁ moments his
agonies were over, }

. The mother, sister and two of the Boys were freated in the same manne
but whilelthe horrible butchering was going on, the &oﬁﬁq manlﬁho had
:r1Qdén to Tombstone managed to unbind the findings and méugting upon

a black horse of one of the mureerer's , made his escape,

. of cougse, as wpough as we were this story irowght tears to our eyes
and swearing revenee we gathered our'forces,_fifty strong, and with the
boy for a guide started for the ranch, th;re to fipd that his story
was only too true, _ o8 gl

We held a s'ort consultation and determiﬁn .to hunt the villains to
the death , The trail over which tﬁev departed was easy enougﬁ to
Tollow and we located them that night in a deep gulch in the mountains.

Efter discovering theirlcamp.we coppluded not to attack trem
until mo@AdAgd midnight, The plans weralwal laid, the camp
surrounded and at 10 o'clock every one of the nurders was soundly
sleeping, ’ittledreaming of theawful fate that was awaiting thenm,

It seemed a_1ong time until midnight but at last it came, and from
the oppnsite sides of the calﬁ there caie the low screech of an
owl,which was the ;ignal for tﬁg start, Silently and with cautious
tread we entered the camp and as weapnroached the sleepers, themen by
previous_arrangement,.paired off. By this time we were standing over
thesleepers and at the ﬁord of command, we pounced vpon them and after
a short stru rle theﬁmrere bound haﬁd and foot and s tranped over

the backs of the rorses, and then’ themarch down the canyon commenced,



at a squaw camp waiting for something to eat.

Simmons fq]d a plausable story =bout having been to Fort Simcoe
for the Fourth and having lost his horses he was footing it back. The
men were somewhat susplecinus however and kept apart so Mr, Simmons
cruld not get the drovo bn them, Going inside the cabin he watch&d
the men through a crack in the door and when they came together he
rushed out and ordered them to throw up their hands, :

The v unger man readily comnlfed while the older ~ne threw yp
one hand and reached for his gun with the other. Simmons sent a bullet w
whizzing past his fear which induced him to fully conform with
the command, He then madg them lock hands 2nd 1ine up while they were
searched, | _

Only one guﬂ.was found and that in the possession of the largest
man who g ave his name as W 11iam Montgomery, aged 25, The other said he
was John Milburn, aged 16, They informed Deputy Simmons that whana
captured they were planning tofob “im and on eiving un the money taken
from the trainmen one of them remarked:"That' s all right. You have
a terrible sight of gall, but take it, we can get -lentv more,"

Simmons brought his men to the city on the next train and
on Monday they wqgived extradition and were committed to jail in
default of bonds in the sum of %$3,000 e=ch, Montgomery is :
known to the r@d0 public as "Jersey Bill" and his
partner as hKansas City Xia."

They sad@d®téy are said to be desperate char cters, but it will
probably.be years before they will do any more troin robbing--Yakima
Herald, Julv 10, 1890,



Bii1 goﬁfa fair load of Helena tanglefoot on board one day, not long after

the pretty milliner had settled in Helena, =nd in the course of hris

remarks he referred in very warm and confident terms to the nossibilities

in the direction of Mme. Louise. He was promotly informed that be was

wide of the mark in his caleulations, as it had become an open secret

at the 'otel that the milliner was already.jn love with Al Worrall, This thre

threw Bill in a terrible rage. He swore that the ststement was a lie and made

a blg wager that he would come out ahead in the favor of the young woan.,
"I'1ll get hunk with the milli er," he extlaimed," or I'll

make Al ™orrall crawl."

"A]l Werrall was a handsome young Philadelrhian and is remembered vet as
one of the best amateur athletes that had ever settled in the West, Bi1n
Buyrr's bravado and boasting remarks soon reched the ears of both Mme
Lou se and Torrall ZThey amused the lady but made Al mad. He threatened
in the event of hearing anv further remarks of that kin& from
Bill Burr or any of " is friends, that he would stand them on thair
hagds,

The next day was a lively one in Helena for it was Saturday and miners hac
_come in from all sides to make a day nf it. Cur engineering corps was at
the International Saturday afte noon, Al Worrall came into the barroom
to see some of the party wich hwhom he was acquainted. Al was a strict
teetoler. Ahile he was there B711 Burr walked in with half a dozen
of ris toughs and striding vp to the bar, called all hands to step up
and drink, A number of citizens knowing of the nresence of "orrall
in the saloon naturally supnosed there wnuld be a f;ss and came inte
Vgtch the result., Worrall refused to drink be-~ause of "is
temperance habits, Bill worked rimself into an ugly fit,

"Any one who won't drink with me" he shouted with an oath," will

weigh more than he does now when I get through with him,"



again{ The mountaheer had sent his bullet plumb betwemn the

wretch's shoulders. In le<s than three minutes from the time Bill
issued the invitation to the crowd to drink with him, he and three of
of ris gang wer@ckone for and two of the best citizens of Helena lay
dead on the floor. Other citizens were%adly wounded.

An inquest wss held, bbe deliberations of which occuried just five
minutes, The verdict was such that next morning several more of
E;ill Burr's friends were hanging %y the neck from trees at different .
points Surrounding Helena, none more than a mile away, ggg the back of
each was pinned, in iarge handwriting, prlain enough for the blindest
man to see, thils warning from the regulators:

"To 411 Friends of Bill %hrr: GRS
The warning was heeded and that was thg last of Jim Daily's
notorious gang and the last rule of the desperado in *elena,

The leader of the regulators who accomplished the work was the same
well known judge from the Fast who conducted the hanging of Dailv, The
mvsterious milliner made a sreat show of mourning for nroor Al Worrall for a
time and then set Helena in commotion by marrving the regulator
judege, This put her at the top notch of society in the town and no one
ever bothered rimself thereafter -bout who she w-s and where she came from,
1

and nobody ever knew--Yakima Morning Herald, Washipgton ‘Prritory,

North Yakima, July 11, 180,



Blake $200 to convect a silver tube with his windpipe,

When Harrney P. Ruggles rode 009673 out of San Antonioc the next
day, all doubt had vaqishéd from his mind and serenity and confideéence
were In its place,

Mr. nuggles returned to the scene of hnis triumnhs~and todok up his
former -work with & vigor which surpriged both friends and vigilance
committde alike.

He stole horses right and Ieft and so’dthem openly in thé nearest
market,

After two weeks the committee again took -him in-chargé.

:hey hung him to the¥ cross army of a telegraph pole and as he
had escaped befiore, sat down and waited, begui’ing the time with
pleasant stories,

When he had hung thirty minutes they cut himd down,

He got up from the ground, shook hands alll around thanked: them
in a few brief but well choseh words, got on the leader's horse and
rode mway.

The committee was dumbfounded. Thev were powérless to render dny
assistance,. They plucked up courage howeve- to make,angther at tempt
a week later,

This time thev allowed h’ m to hang all night, The only cémplaiht that
to hang Buggles made when cut down in.the morning was that they had
disturbed him before he had finished his sleep.

From that time ti11 he was taken 111 a week ago, Ruggleds
history has beeon one of continued prosperity.
He operated all over western Yexas, Néw Mexico and Arizona,
uver 100 different cmmitgees had him in hand at different times,

Their usual course was to lvnch ihim after supper and’'then retire,
the intention being to take him down in the morning.

» Ruggles would help himself down softly after midnight,  secure a

few good horses and pass on to another community,



Most people say he died in the mountains of starvation but the
Mexicans say not. Thev saw him again,
The night after Vasquez was hanged a white horse gallored up the
street to the jail, stood a moment at the door and gave a neigh,
The Mexicans heard in it a call to the dead Vasquegz. lhere came no
answer to the horse s challenge and he wheeled about and went as sudden'ly
as he came.
Then he turned bandit and followed Vasguez's old trails., Once in
a while a nian would be found on the road with his body frightfully
mutiliated and his flesh hearing the marks of
hoofs. 1Sometimes in the night a white horse would aprnear at the door
of a Mexican cabin in tb® some lonely sptt and neigh. If no answer
came he would be off like the wind, but if a man dared show
himself the horse would attack him with hoof and teeth and it was
seldom 'the victlm escaped,
Time and time again he was shot at, and one Mexican buck
was foolhardy enough to try to rore him and met a horrible de th,
‘he hozee bore a charmed 1ife, He became almost asgreata terror
to the Mexicans‘as~vasquez had b=en to the rich Americans,
If by chance a Mexican's pony got out of the corral and
wandered off in search of grass the white horse would find him
and enlist him,
First he had one follower, then two, then half a dozen,
No man could kill them and no man dared to attempt to -capture them.
With no loads upon their backs they were fleet as the wind and
cquld outstrip the best ho se with a rider., The Mexicans named
‘he leader the "White Devil" and said that Vasquez lived again in
his horse.
As t e vears went by and Vasquez hecame a memory and his

exploits the theme for children's stories, the White Devil (P1anca Diabl6)

TTe



and itws not until two days af;erwarﬁs that thev were overtaken,
Three of t hem were surpsied in the forest twenty miles east
of Moslyn by a posse of thirteen men. A battle ensued but they
al’ managed to escape, .
Rewards were posted, $1,00~ by the bank and $1,00" by the
governor, Thieli detective agency put men to work.
When the encougter teok place near Ros].yn three of their horses
were aban@oned. Photographs of t hese animals were taken and sent all
over the. countrv,
It was in Gilliam county, Ogn. thgy were identifid as
belonging to a gagg'ef thieces of the most desperatecharacter,
_Further investigation convinced the officers that she men whro
committed the robbery were Syron Bernard, Tom Kenzie, Cal
Hale, George Zackey and Bill Zacke#y (copy) all of ®hom make their
rendezvous in the mountqins of Uilliam county , and with ‘
a number of o“hers have for years kept the law abiding residents of that
section terrorized, ‘
They pperated not only in easternaOregon but in Washington and
many. ranchers attribute the less of porses and cattle to them,
On Mondavmorning of last week a posse of 25 determined men
from Oregon and Washingtop gatherdd at Portland and took the train
to The Dalles, their purpose was to invade the retreat of the Gilliam
county bandits and effect their capture. Their plans worked without
any material hitch and on Friday Cal Hale, Tpm Kenzie and George Zackery
were captured before they could offer resistence. Cashier Abemrnethy
identified them as the bank robbers, Bill Z2hapitddanodhéd Zachery,
anot’~r member of the gang, has been locateg and 1t is believed will
soon be caught. The only missing man is Byron Pernard and AdD-tective
Sullivan thinks he was one of the Pullman car robbers, Others be'leve
he is the man w o was wounded by the sheriff's possef and is in hiding

waiting for his fwnunds to heal-Yakima Herald. Yeaemhar 1. 1805



which was in the mountains near Baker city. As soon as Mp, Snively
had secured t'is information he obtained the t ransfer of the
telegraph operator at Ephrata to another station and had J.H.
“reer of this city ‘'substituted. Mr, feer was provided with a cipher
and kept Mr, Snively and his associa es vosted on evervmove made
by C.ristlanson who constantly had a horse under saddle ready for
any eme gency. He-was recognized as a dangerous man,

of Christiansqn;s two com anions, one of them was dischar ged and
the other, Philo Summers keeps the leader comrany in thecounty ijail
at “17ensburg.

Laf@e Less success was obtained with the Baker city divis ion
of the gang, in'fact but .for the arrest of George McCarty it woul
have been a fiasco pure and simple. The McCerty's , Tom, Billy and
George were the principal ones wanted for the celebrated ™glluke,
Firefoot and Crape trzin and bank robbing fame, on whose capture
there is more aggrerate reward t' an for any other set of ecriminals,

They mre charged with robbing the Summervile ban¥%, the Enterprise
bank of Nevada, variousbanks in Wyoming andColorado, stage coaches
and trains and Chrief of Police T.F, Farlev of Denver is now here
to assist in their capture for he has positive information of
their being the ones who secured $21,00" from Banker Yoffitt of thé&
city.,

A large posse wes sent after the YeCarty's but trev were met wh
at the doors with cocked Whhchesters and a revolrr until Tom and
Billy, the leaders, coudld make their escape. Tom McCarty, when he
broke awav, wss riding a grey ‘orse, mrried a Winchester and a
revolver and was dressed ‘n a brown svit, square cutj; black slouch
hat, white srirt without vest and hlack sil®& handkerchief around
his throat. Billy McCarty was mounted on a sbrrel horse with

white points.,.



their rifles only to find thatthe night latch on the bedroom door
had snap,ed on, locking them cut 8o they could not getthe rifles,
I believe the fact that door had a ccldentally locked averted bloudshed.
Ag it was,the officers were overpowered’without firing ashot,

The mob -tried to cut bars on the mrisoners' cells withchisels
and when they failed attempted to batter down the bars with a railroad
rall but that did not succeed. After numero s attempts togreak into the
celd: the men decided to give up the lynching, put on their coats and
Btamted to leave,

4 blacksmith in the crowd had taken a chs el arrl started cutting the
hinges on the cell doors and f inding that the hinges were giving way
Jo theblows he told the men towait and they could get the accused
murdersers out ofthe jail inside of 20 minutes.

The mob returned to its task with renewed efforts and within a few m
minutes took the accused men outside and led them up the street. The
doomed men were defiant and made no plea that their lives be spared as
they were led tot heir dcath in the ear ly morning.,

They were taken to a place 4n front ofthe home & R.B. Wilson
then a state representative , where the md planned to hang them to
a telegraph pole., When “ilson appeared amd asked that the hanging be
exescuted elsewhere because his wife was sick the@d mob agreed
and took the mr isoners to a tree onthe property wherc now stands’
the Catholic churche

Asked ifhe had any last statement tomake the son epgquested that
hismother be notified of the hanging. The men who nulled the ropes
by which' the mwn were hanged‘réﬂdsédd was of fered ¥1000 as’ provided by
thestabbed man on his death bed fa the manwho hanged his slayer, The
volunteer hangman refused the money and asked that it be turned

over to some charity. Itwas given to the wife and mother of the



Yakima Quake 1872

A correspondent at Yakima writes us tlat that easrthquake at
that ph ee was quite severe, Tlere were three distinet shocks. The
Indians on Rock Island say the mountain at that place rolled down
and killed three persong. Onthe Snoqualmie pass the shock was so hard as
to shake a man off his feete At Yakima Ciby the MIe rushed out of
doors in a great state of alamm, ¥ th clubs, rewlvers and shot guns
thinking theIndians hadm ade a gemeral attack and were tearing up

things generally .
= The Dalles Mowntaineer, Jan, L, 1873



Ellensburg~-_ire
Ejlensburgh, W.?, March 14, 16885, Fd Farmer.

On Friday morning at one e'glock Ma ch 1Sth , 1885 & mystericus
1 re boym in the back kitchen of the Valley Hotel in £llemsburgh,
Kittitass valley, "ashington 'f'ernta-yam in less than tiree
hows time ocemsumed the lergest and dest equipped hotel west of
the Columbia river andi east o the Cascade range, & hotel bullt te
its preminent dimensiens through the emterprise and public sprit
of Gecrge F, French, brother and company and lately owned am

claimed in litigation by several partiesthe chief of whem was “alter
4, Bull,

It mad recently been a0 run an the Eueesn plan with a good rese
taurant in charge o £ Frank ¥ rrest and wife who lose all their
effects amounting te about ¥700 in theculinery department alene not
estimating the X 1rdiv1dw.i lesses/ ef mensy, ceothing and roem
equipments, econamically acquired through ineessant and
hen orable labar.

Much sympathy is express 4 for Frank Farrest andwife who are
agoin mecessitated to begin anew, ‘hey will epen & new restaurant
in the Mrs, D.J. Schnedbly building this week alded by their old
patrons and the travelingppublice

The e ffice parlors emd bedrooms of t he Valley HOtel were under
the management of the former night watchman and an assistant.

Jehn J, Harbin, a tie maker whe it i1s rumored has a wealthy
bpether living in Califoruia teck ledging in the hotel em
Thur dey night, his recom e ing on the s ecand fleor over the
lﬁtche. His cha red bone were founi rext day ameng the ashes, Hf
he gave any previous alarm no one knows 1t.

The Yreeley family, a dramatic troupe lEst money andclothing
during the excitement of the fire alarm amd the Ir sudden esospe fram
the burning building, snd others lost more or less of persaenal



effects,

The follewing tuildings were alse consumed by the spread of
the flames:

Op the epposite side of t he street, rerth, the blacksmith and
wagenmaker shop of Jaceb Zecker,ths oldest bullding im the
towm sndthe piamer shop. “11 of the blacksmith teols were
burned and less of building and tells whbout #9800, ne insurance

Tpe fine saleen building m tie hetel bleck, east, preperty of
tue hotel, waluedst ¥#2,000, ne inswrance.
2hoomtonta and fixtures were ewmpd by Valter Keyss, whohed $500
meuwrence, It was lnown es the Beard of Trade saleon.

The Kittitas Browery md Peer Depet ef Jean V. Bloomegquist in
the building ewned by Relmke Bros amd valued st ¥700, inswred
fer $800 $400,

#3jeining this was the n60 “ew England house valued at $2,000,
pe insurance amd owned by Martin Sautter, a carpenter and
contractare.

AMjoining theNew England Hous was the Arcade Chop house and
next to it was the Nerth Pacif s saloen, beth bulldings
being ewsd by Jgqok Lyens fully insured ami jeintly werth
$1,200.

The saleon @8 was kept in the New England house by Hamlin, whe
1 eses lightly on £ig00 fixturee anmd bedding.

Lo2s in all estimeted at $£65,000

Themerning hows being calm smd mild the tewn was saved
grom entire destrustimn of all its business houses. eo.O0in,
Tne “ashingten Farmer, March £1, 1885,



Disasters

Stricken Seattle
The Bmimmess Quarter of the Queen City of the Ssund in Buins.
The plucky Seattlites will Rebuilld Grapder than before--Voble resnonse

to the governor's call,

On Thursday afterneen, June 6th, a boiling pot ef glue was tipped
over in the paint shop of James McGough, at the cerner of Front and
Madison street, Seatte, starting the fire that swept frem existence
64 acres of business blecks with t heir contents, valued at 15 million
dollars, All that portion of the city from Union street, southward for
the distance of a mile and from the waterfront eastward for a quarter
of a mile is gone. Every buidlding excent the “osten bleck fell a nrey
to theflames., The Wharves are all destroyed excepting three
or four smaller ones in the north end of the city. All the principal
hotels , including the Occidental, the Brunswick, Arlincton and New
England; every newspaper excepting the prohibition sheet, the Leader,
every bank building the mllls, coal bunkers, railroad preperty and
in fact everything burnable within the area mentioned is in ashes.

Noe news was received here of the disaster until Friday merning
and then the renorts were se vague that its extent could rot be
arpreciated, About eleven o'clock the follewing proclamatim was
received from Mayor Reed:

"The city of Seattle, the pride of Washington, is in ashes. A
hurricane of fire swept over the queenly city and she is in ruins.
thousands of her citizens are without feod or shelter. Nothing can subdue
the indomnitable spirt of her veople. She will rise again, In her desolatien
she is not surpliant but there are homeless people to be sheltered
and hungfy ones to be fed. I appeal to the great g8HdPdd hearted nepp@

of tris territory, who have generously respo ded to the ecry

of distress from Jehnstown, to heed this appe~1l for aid to their ewn

suffering fellew citizens, Subscriptions can be sent to the mayor, RO®



Romert Moran, Miles C. Moore, Governor (Magos aeferedcandbdsgantd
8vd44NEDFOENAOI B8R DAT Q)

In a very short time the members of the council were gotten
tegether and on a petition signed by citizens, a relief fund of
$1000 was voted. Subseription papers were t'en circulated among
the businessmen and enough money additional wgs subscribed to
purchase a farload of flour and several tons of beef, bacon, butter
and vegetables which were shinped that day. On receipt of the telgranhic
notice of Yakima's contribution, Mavor Moran wired Yayor Reed as
follows:
" Your noble response to thetid ' ngs of our affliction we can

can never forget,"

The story of the fire as gathered from numerous sources is as
follows?

The fire started in the Pontius bleck, a two story frame
building. An alarm was turned in but before the department re ched the
scene the building was a mass of flames, It was clearly imnossible
for the building to be saved, but unfortunately it was not
realizee until much valuable time was lost., Wind was blowing from
the southwast and tBOO when the fire started and though it was
comparatively cdlm wren the wind increased in velocity as the time
went on,

The flames extended down Front street, taking all the frame
buildings between Madison and Marion on the we-~t side of the street,
On the oprosite side stoed Frye's block, a magnificient building
four stories high and containing the opera house, It was now seen
that it was in dsnger and attentionwas directed to it, but too late,
There was no force of water and the s treams did not reach up to the
third story windew. At about 3:30 it was seen that the building was

irrevocably lest.



About the same time the Commercial mill, to the west of thePontius
bleck, which had previously been secure from the flames, owing teo
the directien of the wi 4, caught fire and the combustible material
was 1n flame in an incredibly short space of time, From Commercial
mill the fire extended down, taking in the comm’ssion houses

along the water front. From Marion street it extended dewn

te Columbia and thence to Cherry. Then came the San Francisce stere,
the handseme Union bleck in which Judge Lewls was largely interested
the buildings of the Gordan and Seattle Hardware coman es and all the
fine buildings down to James street. fere the Yesler Leary

bleck succumbed, A strong effort was made te

save the Occidental “etel but the odds were too great. Freom that on
clear through Comme cial street and down to the bay the course

was unimpeded and before many hours had rassed by the entire

portion of Seattle was nothing but a blackened stretch of ashes and
rulns,

After the fire the city was plsced under martial law. No
liquors were allewed to be sold and the first regiment, N.G.W
guarded the city . Tacoma contributed $20,000; Spokane Falls
contributed $8000, Portland #10,000 and San Francisco $10,000 to the
relief fund,

The first Seattle parer to reschk the Herald after the fire was
the Press. The Post -Intelligencer soon followed but beth were
of diminutive size as every press in the city was destroyed
excepting the ¢gob presses. :

‘he quarters of tre prostitutes on Washington street were
cleaned out by the fire., An effort is bheing made to rrevent them
from getting a new foothold in the city. Yakima Herald, Tune 13, 18R9,



Disgsters

The Jonnstewn Disaster. The Greatest Casualty in the History

of America--Thousands of Tives Lost and Millions ef Property Destroyed.

The most te vrible calamity in the history of the country was visibd
upon the people of Johnstown , Penn,, and other smaller towns in that
vieinigy en Friday, May 31, The tewn of Johnstewn is at the confluenece
of the Conemaugh and Stone rivers in the Alleghanv mountains standing
but a few feet abo ve the level of the river and surrounded on all
sides by rugeed and precipitous country. About seven miles above the
town of Johnstewn on the Cenemaugh river is situat=d the Lawrence
reservoir, built to suprly the Pennsvlvania railroad canal, but
since it has not been used fo that nurpose, has been looked upon as
~ summer resort, The lake is three miles long.by one mile wide and is
150 feet deep. The lower end of the lake was dammed up by an
egceeding¥y massive stone wall over 100 ftet high, measuring 90 feet
at the base and 20 feet at the top. At times when the waters have heen
unusually high, there have been slight overflows that caused the
Conemaugh to fleod the low lying countrv, but not sufficiently
teo cause much damage to nroperty or endanger thelives of the inhabitants.
There are two other reservoirs below the lake for the purpose of
supplying the city of Johnstown and the cewns of Cenemaugh, Southfodk
and Woodsville that are situated on the banks of the river and are
also stations along the Pennsylvania railrocad., At the confluence of
Stony creek with the Conemaugh river the combined waters take the
name of Kis Kiminites river, which flows inte the Alleghany river and
eventually 1into the Missigsinpi. A freshet in the mountains broke tke
big dam and the mighty , surging wall of water swept down the valley,
carrying death and destruction before it. The ponulation of Johnstown
and the surrounding towns in that portion of the valley affected by
the flood was from 50,000 te 55,000 and when a rushing torrent 50

feet deep swept down the narrow valley it carried cities and
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villages before it like shavings on a mountain stream. The two great forces
of fire and water, so often opposed, joined te make the succeeding
nights and days a scene of indeseribable horrew and desolation,

The latest renorts make the number of lives lost more than eight
thousand while the loss of property is estimated at $25,000 ,070, To =aa
to the sickening horrors of the scene, the robbery of thedead
seems to hawe been only teo common and quite a number of persons who were
engaged 1in that ghoulish occupation were summarily dealt with,., But
against the dark background of the awful calamity many acts of heroism
stand out ir bright relief. F,rst among the herees must be placed the
unknown man who rode on horseback down thevalley to warn people to
take to the hills, until he was swept off by the flood. Many other
acts were done that make us think better of the race.

At last renorts the unidentified dead number unwards of
3500, A thousand men are clearing away the wreckage in search of the
missing but the hot sun, nouring down makes the stench unbearable and
pneumonis , diptheria and other malignant diseases have made their
appearance, adding to the hrorreor ef the gttwation, At this writing
the cry is growing to fire the wreck=ge; that the ecause of
the living is greater than that of the dead, and in all probability
before the Herald reaches its readers this wholesale incineration will
have taken place--Yakima Herald, North Yakima, Washingtn'*erritory,

Thursday, June 13, 1fR9,





