Reservation

W~rk wos commenced M ndey rn the second reservation ditch, the
intake of which will be at a point five miles west of the rezdg-tes of
the main c-nal,

It will be eight milas long, two and one-half feet deen, five
feet on the bottom and will irrigate abont 12,000 acres,

These ditches, vunder the able mmamgement of Agent Erwin, will reclaim
more land and at less cost ner acre than any other irriration work in

the st-te--Yakima Heral?, Sevt. 17, 1896.
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Reservation ditech

W.H.Redman=I have just finished turning in the water in the
“rwin ditch and laterals on the resergation. ‘here are 30 miles of
dltche covering about 25,000 acres of 1 nd. %here will be about ten
miles more when the Indians get through excavating--Yalkima Heraid,

APril 13, 1899,



Irrigation Ditch

Messrs. J. Freeman and John Polly of Yakima have formed a joint
stock company with a capital of %J.G;OOO for the purpose of
digging a ditch for irrigating... The ditch is to be taken out of the
Yakima river on the east side 3 miles below Yakima City and carried
upon the "second bench" and will be made 12 feet winde and 3 feet
deepk , the capacity being about 6;000 inches.,.The land when
irrigated produces from 80 to 100 bushels of oats to the acre.
But little of it has been taken upe.

-- Tacoma Herald; Aug . 9; 1878



oI e P N rth Yakime-Histordcal
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A comtract has been let te dig water ditches aleng the cuter
edge of the side walls t hrmghout the towm.

The water willbe takem out of ti» Natches river at the naorth
balf ofthe scutheast quarter of seotiem 12 andearried in a eanal
tiat 1s estimated to cost ¥2,600 thraugh Mrs. Vaughn's place
acress the line of sectim .th:r t4en about & qar ter ;r a mile
west of the mortheast ecorner, themce on te the peorth limits of
the towmn whioh 1t will fellow in a wsterly @ rectim te the upper
end o Fremt street, just east of the railroad right of way,

Eight thoumndcubic yards of earth willbe removed in cmstructing
the cansl to thela st mamed pdint.

One large min ditch will carry the water tirough the
vhole length <o Frant street scuthward with a Wranch ditch
dewn E strect, eastward from whic hstreams will flow em
beth sides of allthe s treets rumning northand seuth and four streams
thraigh Natches aveme~--twe at & roper distance apartikr cagh the

niddle and ene on each 81 d Lyt he sidevalks,

S emtract has been Jof to plamt 1,600 slmde trees between side~
walks anithe wateh ditches. Thus with flewing streams ef coel,
edar mnocuntain wa tar, groen shady walth giving treesamd ether
sanitaru regulaticss mentioned elsewhere this willde the model
tom of Tashingtem Territary, such at least the eff icers ef
the railroad campany intend to mhk it, It already somswhat
reseubles the tepogriphically beauty eity o Yalt lake
in the slope of temsits , width of stresis amd surrauniisng lamd-
Scaps mountains md vslley anivill more sowim thesfreeds like thos
of Salt Iake city @ 1ined with reen trees sads treams of elear

flowing water umder their shady branches«Washing tem Farmer,
March 14, 1886,



n.r th vak ima=Iistorical

A cuntract has bseen let to dig water ditches along the ocuter
edge of the side walks t hrmghout the towne

Tho water willbo tmlken out of tle liatches river at tke north
half ofthe southeest quarter of section 12 andearried in a canal
that iz estimetod to cost ¥2,500 throw ch Mrge Vaughn's place
across tl"fa line of ssctian thir t4en avout a quarter 6i’ e mile
wost of the novtheast corner, thence on to the north iimits ef
the towm whlch it will follow in a westerly direction to the upper
end of I'ront sireet, just easv of ths railroad right of waye.

Eight tho sandcubic yards of carth willbe vemoved in cmstructing
the canal o tiela st nunmed painte '

Une large main ditch wlll carry the water through the .
vinole length of pront street southward with & branch ditch
down E strect, eastward from whic hctroams will flow on
both sides of alltle s treets running north and south an? four stresms
thra:gh Uatches svewme~-two at a rroper distance apartihrough the

midalo and aw on each side byt he slde alks,

8 caoatract has been lef to plant 1,600 simde trees betweon side=
walks amithe watek ditchos. Thus with flowing streams of cool,
cbar nountaln water, groen shady health giving treesand other
sanitaru regulations mentioned elsewhere this will oe the nodel
tom of "ashington Territory, such at least the off icers of
the railrond canpany intend 4o &b ite It already somovhat
resembles the topogri hically boauty city of Yamlt Laks
in the slocpe of townaite , width of strects and surroixﬂirg land-
Becape afmounteinsandi valley an¥ill more sowim thestreess like tho
of “alt Lake city e 1ined with reen troes ands treams of clear
flowing water under their shady brancheselashing tax Farmer,

March 14, 1885,



Nor th Yal ina
his torical

Tke water ditches are being filled withwater.

Clearing the way far t he c anpany ditch has com:enced,

;J“he t1 e has charnged betw en here & d Fermewick a ml
the trains do rot arrive until 5 o'clocke

EeS. Yeatest booth/ and shoe manufactory, formerly of
Yakine City is twrning out brand new boots and shoes on Ak m®
avenue .

Pgople owning logs aml attle in tie town limits arc requested
%o keep themfrom running at large as t hey destroy the wmter ditches‘
and shade trees aeing put in along the streets.

Urge. ¥ laon, ouposite the de; ot on the vest side of the
railroad does family ar hotel washiy for 50 cents per
dozen, washing first class white shirts 12 1=2 ¢ ntse

Lhe f’sz'tholet Hotel of Yekims City was put on rollers and
started towards N, rth Yekims ‘hursday marning of this week. ipe P
Batch who mwed the Guilland Hotel fran tl® old tom tote new
la s the contract to moe the Bartholet hotel,

Horth Yakima contains 254 blocks well 1lald out with wids $treets
and abundant jardaccommo atiors « #11 the streets running parallel
wih the rallrad are 100 feet wide except two which are 60
feet wide ror a short dis tance, then 80 feet the remainder of
their length ard llatches avenue which igs 140 feet wide. ‘*:'1 other
strects are B0 fect wide except Yakim avenue waidh 1s 100 feet wid
and tle DO&6BAEZE 2D &AIRAd alleys vhichare 100 feet wide.

The blocks aro 140 x 1@00 & 400 to 300 x 400 and the lots
25 x 130, 25 x 140, 50 x 140, 50 x 140 and 50 x 180.
The VWashingtm armer, March 14, 1885,



Moxee Ditch

The Maxee Pitch company have conclufed te go ahead with their ditch
buildingsystemitically a d have engagd Captain Kingsbury te mmke
the swvey--*he Yakima Signal, August 2, 008614 1885,



Moxee Ditch

+he HNaxee Pitch company have concluded to go ahead with their ditch
buildingsystemitically a d have engagd Captain Kingsbury to make
ths survey=-the Yakima Signal, August 2, D8@81d 1885,



&‘./1‘ ”1 Teod /.Z&a@oa-—
Yakima Herald February 2, 1889, Irrigation
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The tourist on sailing into the magnificient harb r of Seatle and from the
deck of one of our stately floating palaces viewing the growing beatiful
emporium with its warehouses, store and elegent residences rising
up, ferrace like from the piacid waters of the Sound, all enshadowed
with snowy peaks of the Coas range, can have but little iflca from his ’
surroundings of ths character of the country and its climate lying in eastenmn
Washin ton beyond the glistening mountains.

Taking the cars at Seatt e, a few hours' ride through the wonde ful
otampede tunnel, transposes one into a district in whth the condiions of
xlimate, soil and temperature are changed from the
physical features of Seattle and those of different zone.

Passing down onthe line of the gre t NPRR continental route throughthe
glades and val eys of Kittitas following the winding course of the Yakima
river wher it has cut its wa through the southern spur of th Wenatchee moun
the traveler is conveyed into the great plain of the Yakina countrye.

““ere on every side are seen instead of hills covered with evergreen
forests, broad rich al uvial plains are on either hand. Instead of the rich
moist climate of the sound there is warmth and acidity in the atmosphere, whic
rvminsa onw od rhw noerhwen Mexico or San Joaquin plains of California; qnd
this is Yakima country of Was 'ngton, extending 125 miles from the coast range
to the mighty Colugbia and 85 miles from the Wenatchee on the north to the
Klickitat mountains on the south, a series of immense, prolific prairies y & D
Plagee where the sun shines nine_tenths of the year, a rainfall of eight
inches annually and a temperature so modified by the southwest trades coursing
canyon of the Columbia aé to remind one of more southern latitudes,

For years by the stockmen and settlers these great planes were considered
suitable only for cattle ranges and the home of the wild horse.

Traversed diagonally by the Yakima river, a stream that with its tributaries
» the NBOHGdd Natcheez, Ahtanu,n, Wenas, Toggi§h and other branches

affords an inexhaustible unceasing water power and supply for all

=PI -
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ossible irp@dadfd irriggble purposes, 60A science has noted the
great possibilities of this section.

Careful thermometrical statistics prove the climate to be about the
s me as northern California. Intelligent estimates show that there is
plenty to spare of nature's fructifyer , water, in the rivers. Observation
demonstrates the soil to be the best, unexcelled anywhere. Necessity demands
these great advantages be utilized to supply food to the rapidly
increasing tens of thousands of the Sound cities.

The educated Ameican farmer has always proven hiﬁesééf equal to any emery
and sble to supply the demand ..Today, therefore, wher four years ago were
uncultivated ppadfésgd prairies, the home of great herds of unrestraied wild
cattle and vicious bands of capuse ponies who knew no halter, now stands
the beautiful city of N, rth Yakima, the queen of Eastern Washington and on ewve
side, acre aftier acre of broad, cultivated domains, rich in fru t, hops, grair
and vegdtables ;3 all brought about in the short space of time by
the intelligent use of the vivifying waters of the rivers.

A short account of some of the principal irrigation schemes in
Yakima may be of interest, which we attempt giving them not chronologically
but topographicall.

The city of North Yakima is situated at the confluence of the Natcheez and
Yakima rivers. The waters of the Natcheez are supplied from the eternal
glaciers of Mount Rainier. Yhere are several minor irrigation ditches
taken out of this stream. ‘he only extensive one is the canal of the
Selah Valley Ditch Companyk of which B.F. Young of Fierce county is
the able superin e:dent. This company, coing up the Nat heez some 30
miles, posted their notices of a propriatdon and took out a canal 24 feet
on the bottom carrying three feet and a half of water in depth.
ixc,vating around the foothills on the north of the Natcheez valley they have
conducted their canal ove into Selah valleyjust north of the City of Nhrth
Yakima, fhis valley contains about 20,000 geres of beautiful land which

now under the impetus afforded by the Selah Valley Ditch



company 1s being rapidly settled and brought under the dominion of the plow
and harrow. This same company, branching off with a side cut where their
main line crosses the divide between the llatcheez and the Selah by means of
flumes and conduits are conveying a portion of this pure fresh icy cold
water to the top of the high bluff just north of the city of N;rth Yakima --
here is being con ructed a reservoir forty fee in depty and with a surface o
five acres in the head of a ravine. From this point the com any
propose conducting the water down the bluff across the Hatcheez in iron pipes
to supply their mg.ns in the city, thus affording the inhabitants ot that
favored place a sufficiency of pure fresh water under a 420 foot pressure.
Just across the Yakima river from the city are the head gates of the lMoxe
company s ditch. T is company of which Gardiner G. Hubbard of Washington D.C.
and William Ker, Esq. of Moxee , thd0@P&6dddnd are the principal owners, unde
su pervision of Mr, fe s the president, has carried the science of
irrigation to a higher degree of perfet ion than any other canal company
in the country.
The'com,any's main ditch is 18 fee to the bott m and calculated
to carry a depty of three feet of water, winds around the foothillsof the
beautiful Moxee valley and supplies all those thousands of broad acres with a
sufficiency of irrigation and domestic and stock water., the Moxee
company now uses a ortion of the sup 1y on their 2,000 acres
of their own land. Here may be seen the broad acres of altalta
from which four crops a year are cut, large fields of grain, hop yards with
$eap their long straight poles embowered by the clinging vines standing
up like soldiers on dress parade, row after row of fruit
trees, stretches of vineyard andscveral fields of tobacco of which
Mr. Ker , highly encouraged by the prices, intends to make a
speciality. |
Mr. Ker after that car ful test experiment wnich characterizes
all ot his work, has adopted the flowage system of irrigation, has his fields

laid off checks and by this means is able to get the wate on and oit the
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land more quickly and without the waste and work consequent

upon the use of the.more com on and extravagant trickling system. O the
west and around @8&@dd North Yakima the Union, Hubbara, Schanno,

city and different Ahtanum ditches, all small affairs, supply farmers and
city with an abundance of water for all agricuiriwral purposes. Llhe

trickling system is the one in vogue, that is, tne husbandman from the

main ditch through his field, at every 12 or 14 £ et, runs off a light furrow
on which a thread of water trickles own through his crop. Expeiment has showr
these little rivulets moisten the land about six feet on either side.

when we reflect on the Iloss from evaporation, the constant

vigilance needed to keep these little streams open, it is certain

that ere long our farmers will adopt the economical and surer check

method of the Moxee company.

1t is predicted that before long theselittle ditche about the city

of North Yakima will be bfought out and consolidated and the 110,000 acres
of arable land about the civy brought under one large canal,

an end to be hoped for an d consummateion whzh wil be richly repay

the investment. Just opiosite the site of old Yakima

is the initial point of the to be canal of the Sunnyside Diteh company. This
company pro oses next spring +taking ocut the waters of the Yakima at this poin
and conducting it in a canal to the rich plains immediately back or
RO S ST d e el 80,000 o res of good farmin country will be thrown
open. The Sears brothers of Tacoma and some St Paul capitalists are backing
this scheme. ‘ihwus far nothing has been done other than the preliminary
surveys, which demonstrated the feasibility. Still on down the Yaxima
we come to the KONNOWOCK canal, whicn arrzurds the settlers along

its line a chance to snow what this country will do under the influence of
irrigation as field after field ot alralfa and orchard after orchard
attest, a sma:L local ditch, whichmust give place to the magniricient

Banal of the Sunnyside Com any, w:iich we hope, next year, not to be on paper o



on'ye

Just above Kiona, still lower down the Yakima, the Yakima
Improvement C@0@Bd and Irrigation Company :re going right ahead constructing
a canal forirrigation and comme cial purposes. T@61his canal is intended
to cover some 1940Uu geres of the company's own lands and
twice as much more open to the pre-emption and homesdéeader.The location
survéys have been made and the company are going right on with construction.
The lands, like all others in Yakima, are fine rich soils and from their
Pbgpd@nidg pecularily favorable situation especially adapted for fruit
raising, which we understand the company propose to make a speciélity.
This canal is to be constructed of sufficient size and depty, six feet in
depth, for canal boats to bmansfer f eight from the shipping point at
Kiona on the NPR R and when completed, wh ch will be in the next 18 months,
will be a large addition to the constantly increasing resources of Yakima
county.

This crude account of irrigation in Yakima induces the reflection of the
need of water legislation. Each ditch and canal company appears to have its ow
peculiar method of appropriation and measurement of water. Some s=11

water by the squire and some by the cubic inchj; some under pressure,

others without; some still stick to the mindr's inch while others deliver by
gallon, a tangled mass of incongruities which must some day be a rich field
for attorneys. It is iBBO to be hoped tat with coming statehood

one of the first things to be decided and established will be a definite legal
measure of water for irrable purposes. These water rights are very valugple,.
At present each company or persofg appears to hold by a short of prescriptive
use. Our statute books have no concern about the rights of a private
aporopriator. It is an end to be earnestly desired by the residents of

eastern Washington that , although th new constitution so soon to he
formulatod may declare"the riparian " doctrine to obtain in western Washington.

the divide of the coast rqnge eastward to the state line of the new co monweall

e b .
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ghe waters flowing in the rivers and streams of this section should

be declared to be the property of the state and its citizens, under
reasonable regulations allow:d to appropriate the same for particular
uses, of which irrigation is the most important and beneficiah and then

be protected in that aprro riation--Seattle Post Intelligencer,



Irrirgation

felah Diteh

The annval meeting of the Se’ah VaIWey Diteh co, was held
Monday , February 3. J.A. Stone was reelected president of the
gompany and O.A, Fechter was elected secretary and treasurer.
It was decided to resume oneration on the ditch as s=oon as the
weather permitted so as to sunrly thre land with water in time

to rut in a erop this year,

The Selah Yalley Ditch comrany have ample water power which is
offered free to any one establishing a factory along the line of

their canal--Yukima Herald, February 6. 1889 .



Fruit growing
+trrigation Projects

M.D. Egbert in the Oregonian. Febfuary, 1859.

across the Columbia river, reaching southward from the Yakima to the
“olumbia where it flows westward to the sea, is a strip of comparatively
level bottom land, probably twenty miles long to five miles wlde, that now,
because of the lack of water, i1s comparatively valueless. The soil of this fin
nature, generally black in 8D6 color and cover-d by sage brush. Wherever water
has been obtained and used upon growing vegetation, the yield has been
astonishing. Whenever a vine or fruit tree has been planted and water
applied, the growth has been miraculous.

Wirh thekknowledge of thelatent rertility of this vast body of
land possessing them, the people not only of the immediate region
named but of the country all about, have long debated the project of
supp¥ying that region with water sufficient for irrigation purrup se for
the entire tract. Emperience in fruit raising in the viecinity or Pasco, where
the soil nossesses identifal features with that across the da@p river,
demonstfates beyond a doubt that fruit will t rive.

The altitude is but 355 feet above sea level while that of Walla Walla :
960 feet. The agitation of the water supply for this wel night arid region gis
promise of definite results, for it has been announced and it is be_.ieved
authorative that a strong company has been organized to take water from
the Yakima somewhere near Prosser falls and to convey the same to the
land which will make the rather inhospitable tract blossom like a rosé.

It is said by those who knose life work has been fitted to know, that the
region named is not only from the charscter of the soil but fro its altitude
patticularly a apted to the successful growth of fruit and vecetables. And it i
mainly to attainment of that desirapie end that the recent move to establish ar
irrigation ditch so great proportions has been made. 1t is with the same
idea in view tha. the very man” entries of de-ert land have so lately
and sezemingly so anxiously been mad e at the land office in (tyis city Yak ma)

fhe Northern Pacific Railroad company have for a long time had in

contemplation the extension of one large ditch down the rortn side of the
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Yakima through the famous ;uﬂnyside r gion and Mr. Paul $chulze told
the writer a litcie more than a year ago that the opening of that fine section
hirh cultivation was not only in contemplation but was almost an
a sured fact. It may be, therefore, that the present move on the
part of the New York company is through the direct influence of
this ambitous and perserving or ficer. At any rate if the sevhedule is
carried througn, a vast breadth of hitherto comparatively valueless
country will add its shar to the marvelous productions or wuich
Washin ton territory has alre:dy shown itseli capable as well as peopléng
a section now almost devoid of inhabitants.
Fruit cul ure is an industry thnac can hardly be overdone il the
great Northvest or anywher:. When it is remembered that in
Eastern washin tom, north of Franklin and Yakima countries, fruit s cannot
be successfully grown, ana that a vast countrig/ lies
north and east or these counties, that must foreever be
supplied with fruits. L'e population too, will ever be on thne increase and
railroad facilities will be coumiensurate with the growth aﬂd
demands of the country. L‘he northern.;ortion of our territory
will always be given up to mining, lumbering. siuvck raising and
other agriccultural pursuits. 1t will therefore be regdily
seen tat therc will ever be an enormous demand for fruits,
and this the locality heretofore spoken of is an admirable
position to supply. Yponcerning the productiveness of this seltion
and itvs peculiar adaptation of fruit raising w.uere can scarcely be any
question, basing this conclusion on the sure promises of succe: ful

fru t culture in the regions iwmucaiately adjacent.



A 7 Irrigation
Selah Ditch
February, 1889
J.A. Stone and B.A. Youngd of the Selah ditch co. returned to

the sound Wednesday. B*F. Young will remain here to attend to
the driving of 300,000 feet of logs down the Tietan to Yeates' mill as
soon as the water in the river is ufficiently high. The meeting of the
stockholders of the ditch company Monday resulted in the selection of the
following officers: President J.A. Stonej; vice president, Byron A. Young;
secretary B.F. Youmg; trustee 0.W. Johnson, J.A. Stone and B.A Young.
An gssessment of $#0,000 was levied and instruction given to begin the season'

work on the 1st of March.



. Riparian Rights

Ahtanum

The brist waking up has lately eccured ameng the farmers having
riparian rights te the waters eof the Ahtanum creek in this fameus valley,
lhey were struck very forcibly with the belief that unless they teeok
decided measures fer the pretection ef their waters frem the apprepriates
en the dry benches they would be left like the fish witheut enough watert
te swim in. The farms en the Ahtanum were ameng the first filed upen
in this ceuntrv, and the eld settlers have been generous and easy
going, while the new sattlers have taken out enough canals te drain
the creek, and it did se last summey, leaving the eld farms with net
enough water fer the steck. Forty-five farmers, representing twenty

theusand acre- ef land, have erganized themselves inte the Ahtanum
Riparian Rights a@9d@d@dd asseciatien, with duly elected of ficerrs and
are determined te prevent the waters ef the Ahtanum frem climbing
the benches and meandering eff threugh thetall g agebrush never te return
agai~, These benéh lands are fine sandy leam with heavy grewth of sage
brush and with water are ameng the mest preductive lands eon the earth,
The ewners eof farms on the dry benches are reasening with themselves and
arriving at the cenclusien that it is net @A wise te undertake te
make a number eof suits frem enly eneugh jeans fer one, especially when
the jeans beleng te ethers, and new have a nreject on feet te draw their
water by canals frem the Tietan er Natchez, whose rolling waters ge
te swell the Celulbia, Success and long 1ife te their glerieus undertakigng
C.C.W; in The Yakima Herald, Nerth Yakima, Washingten Territory, March
8, 1889,



Sunnvside

The Sunnyside Capital Site--Dozens of laborers are busily engaged
in clearing the brush from Howard H, Lewis' new scquisition of 270
acres, which has been christened "Sunnyside." Mr, Lewis has made
arrangements to transform this vast tract inte a garden of beauty. One
hundred and fifty acres will be platted in lots and the balance in five
acre garden tracts. Streets will be laid out, irrigatinc ditches dug and
a large number of shade trees planted, in fact, Mr., Lewils will do everv-
think to make this new suburb of Yakima a most desirable residence
section, Feur blecks will be reserved as a canital site and will be
donated to the new state for that purpose and land is also to be lahd

out and beautiftied for a public rark--Yakima Herald, March 28, 18Ro,



Natchez Canal

the Q?tchez Canal Co., of Yakima has been incernorated with a capital
stock of #4,900 . Trustees are L.L. Thorn, John Nelson and
Emanuel Cato. Its objerts are to construct and enerate ditcres
and canals for the purpose of irrigating the Natchez Valley in

this county. Yakima Herald, March 2R,1%R0, W.T,





