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odltim; Irrigation in fixk the Kamh River Delta
by W.R. Balley,
attorney=-atliaw

Probably no single faetor has contributed so mmch to
the advancement and progress of the community comprising the
Eaweah Niver Delka, and Including the ere a within and adjacent to
the eity of Visalia, as an sabundent supply of irrigation water,
The development of any agricultural arul depends largely upon good
loil; an ample supply of irrigationw gtar at a reasonable cost
end an emergetic group of inhabitants, e ager and willing to malm
the most of their oppertunities, ‘The Kaweah River Delta has enjoyed
and taken=m tdvimtago of most of its possibilities and theu'-roapectvl.

Sit_uited in the very heart of the Kaweah River D.lt,., a
triangular body of rich alluvial soil compr ising some 350,000
nerorl_; whigh often has heen sampared in fortility to the Valley of |
the Nile, Visalia ¥ms one of the first arcas wi?:hin the great
interior valley of California to become settled, and its irriga-
‘tlon eanals date baesk to the very earliest among those ehronicled
in wvalley history,

‘The earliest record of any organized at empt to construct
an iI’*r:!.gation canal in the Delta indieates that in about the year
1864, numerous settlers in and near Visalia jolned with Dr,
Reuben Mat thews mm in eonatrueting e mill race fram Mill creek to a
grist mill within the town, the water being used for irrigation after
serving its purpou in.the operation of the power wheel at the miil,
Originally supplied fz om the Matthews Mill race were the Watson diteh

elty of Visalia, and

and the Jennings diteh, both passing through the xowkharnzpxekemérii
prexsng the EVens diteh, which runs through the scuthern part of the

motropoll tan area of that eity,



ad one irrigation by bi.ildy f

Coping in quick suceession and xzxk st ebout the same time, other
canals were construeted, including the Persian, Farmers, Hatthews,
Fleming and Oakes, and, also, a group of ditehes which later
became the Consolidated Peoples Ditch l_;:t'm, now serving the
Fa rmersville area, F@llowing 'ahort_l;, other groups of nttle-r,
constructed the Ktm_, Modoe, Upl;ill,']:.ittlo Tulare, Ilakeside,
htcm; Kaweah ecanal, Settlers diteh, Tulare canal of the
Tulare Irrigation District, Packwood canal and many others,

The Kaweah canal and S¢ ttlers diteh were soon acquired by the Eris
Tulsre Irrigation Dystriet and added materially to the subsequent
growth of the eity of Tulare u.nd 1ts surrounding territory,

Following the eonstruetion of thuo many canels and due to the
inoreasing demand for irrigation water, especially in times of lhortngo,
which generally occurred when the need was greatest, various
controverslies mmmsmz ensued, and resulted in mueh litigation over
the question of the division of the evallable l‘llppl" among the
various claimente, J

The fact that the mmx main Egweah river, after
leaving the mountains, dlvides into several wide tut shallow
channels, made it easy for ranchers interested in having the water
flow into the particular channel which supplied their land, dem up
or obstruet the flow into the other ehannels and thereby d.bprhu
sueh channels of their pormal flow, Nature, thrwda rloe;da;
often deposited debris in the hoada of the wvarious c¢hannels and
shifted the water back and rorth, adding to the eontroversies
bot'aon those aonmd.



ad two irrigation by balley _

In the interest. ef obta 1 ning harmony end cooperation bo=
tween the various groups, there were organized in the nrly pau,
at least 50 years ago, two associations, lmown respeectively, |
as the 3t, Jolm's Biver Association and the Kaweah iijver Assoeation,

The St, John's River Assoeiation eomprised those aml:
and di tches reeelving their supply from the St. Jolmts river, which
leads out of the Upper Ka weah river at a point near the town of
Lemon Cove knowm as lcKay Point, and the Kaweah River Assoeiation
included those canals supplied by the Lower Kaweah River Assoeiation
ineluded those canals supplied by the Lower Kaweah river bolw
lcKay Point, These associations both 8t111 are in axiatenu, and
for many years have been entirely hamioul, eooparnting at all
times in matters of cormen interest,

The matter of maintaining & eintinuous and sonstant
division of the waters at HcEay Point was underteken by the twe
river assoelations at an early date and accemplished through the
efforts of the leaders of beoth groups, _ .

The two nuosi.o.ts.-om‘ﬁmt. eonstructed a roek and brush
division dam at McEKay Point, replaeing it 1in about the year 1910
with ‘'a cement dam, which divided the waters oqually between the two
rivers until it was damaged -bndl;r by floodm waters in the winter of
1957<1958. In the fall of 1988, & new stesl and reinfersed scnsrete
structure was eonstrueted om the same- 1ocntion at the expense of
the state and the two river associations, whiech no doubt will re=-
main for many years to come and pesrform the m service,



ad threc irrigation by bailey )

- During the past 30 or 35 years, the development of th;;
cmty; particularly the "piﬁna" along the eastern foothills,
vhere water supplies have been scarce, has saused farm-n.g
communities ir these areas t;e J.pok with envious eyes upon the water

supply of the Reweah Delta and, in scme instances, has resulted in
attempts of these outside interests % o invade the Delta and to |
obtain for themselves a pes rt of the supplye

Thewe efforts resulted in some rather intense logal BoOn=
troversies and were also, in mswk a large part, responsible for the
inauguretion of the q'm:mlig.n for the eonstruetion of the Central
Valley Water Project, with the importation of an additional supply
of water from the San Joaguin riir;sr! and 1t is believed generally
that the completion of this prejest, portions of whieh now are
under coastrustion by the United States 'gaver_:?mnt, will largely
solve the water problems of the entire sounty, and provide an !
adequate supply to those areas where material defisienciocs exist,
and leave the Euuah Delta area again at peasce with its neighbors,

Because of the fact that the natural flow of the Kaweah
is entirely umregula: ed and the bulk of 1?:_: water is supplied to
the gravity cansls in the mt?nthl of March, April, May and J une,
ranchers found it advisable, end in most cases neeuury; to
a upplement from other sources their supply of water obtalned from
the canals, The boring of wells for domestio use had;;:n early
date indicated the presence of an adequate lllppl?‘ of wnderground
water at prastically all points within the Delta, and the
development of the eleotrie pumping plent made it vossible for the
landowmers to make full use of pumped water as a supplemental
supplys
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The earliest record of pumping nter for 3.rrigation use
in the Viu]..ta & rea was in the year 1868, and was accamnllished
with the use of 2 steam engine by a men named Wiloax, In the year
1871 a large windmill was used for irrigation purposes at the
rosidence of R.E. Hyde, a pioneer Visalia banker, and in the
years that followed many pumping plants were instelled, It was
not, however, until about the yeer 1910 thet extensive pumping
operations were conducted in the ares s and the incremse in the
number ¢f sueh plants from that time to-the present time has been
continuous, Gonium-tiw estimates now place the Mar of punpe
ing plents within the Delta arca & + mors than 5000, pra ctically
all 'or whicha re in use for six months or more,

Fully mlﬂ.s;ng the walue .to the community of this underw
ground weter supply, and looking to its proteetion and befher _
utilization, there was organized im 1927 the Kaweah Delta Water
Conservation Distriet, & publie dutriet-emprisi_ng the entire
delta avea, The affairs of this distriet are administersd by &
board of seven direetors who are at all times f.lort to ‘the
solution of the problems within their provinee, and arc always
working toward the interests of the agricultural end metropolitan
areas within the boundaries of the Alstrict, ;

With local controversiss largely adjusted, with
the importaion of additional water for deficient areas reasonably
assured, and with ?vur_yom interested in water problems now
working in harmomy, & retumm of reascmably adequate prises for
farnxprak rench proquets blds fair te bring to the Kaweah River Delta
and to the eities of Visalis end Tulare county, an era of prosperity
and progress such &s never has been enjoyed im the put_.‘

#



traitors edition (ST / S 4

The Visalis Doltg; ever a champion of the TUnion cause even
vhen a majority of the residents ef the Visalia region were
oympatietie with the Confederacy, waged s bitter £1ght against
whet the newspaper termed traitors during the Civil War days, it is
revealed in the old files of the publication,

Edit ors of the 1860's ware somewhat more abrupt and caustie
than are those of the present dayes It 1s believed exeerpts from
the 0ld Delta will give the picture better then a review in
modern news style 8o the Delta 1s quoted word for word in
one of iys battles, that against a state senator whose loyalty was
doubted by the newspaper, S"'nn the senator involved never was
ousted from his office and be-uu-nf the temper of the times may have
led to excessively abusive tttnoh.-, the name of the senator hes been
eliminated snd he is called "Senator Blank" 111 the old articles.

An article hoaded "Turm Ot the Traitorsl” appeared
in the issue of Sep tember 18, 1862, It follows, in part:

"We want the no:ét legislature to purge :I_.tc'o-J'..f of treason by
expelling Senetor Blank of this distriet, and next, te devise prompt
and efficient means to remove from the county offices ewery individual
who abets treason by word or deed--which list will inelude nearly
every official in this gounty, We shall eall attention to this matter
agein more then cnee,

"The following excerpts fram a public address delivered in
Visalia on the 16th day of August form a portion of the reasons why
Senator Blank should be expelleds

#11I have ecome to the eonclusion that it is a public necessity
that this eountry shall be under two separate overnments,!?

"IThere 18 not a single vestige of the comstitution but what
has been violated by the party in power,'

f4The people of the South have & right to set up a govermment

i R R -



ad one traitors

1A state cannot be indicted for treason, We owe our allew
glance to our respective states in preference to the general gove
erment=~the Union platform to the contrary moiwithstandtuxgts
notwithstandinge' . '

"tWhat I am spealting here today is eonsidered treason and
I expect I am stending on slippery ground, but I am in a back woods
place where General Wright and his military power cannot get at me
and I will emerolse the liberty of free speech, if I have o look
through the grates of a prison,?! |

- "¥The advocates of the Unilon go prowling around as a wolf,
holding up a flag w hich is nothing but a rag worth twentye
' five cents, to gull the ignorent. Sir, this flag has bewn pros=
tituted to the lowest inighitye’ |

-".1':1 have spoken in strong terms but no stronger than my
conscience dictates,'" .

"We would respectfully inquire of General Wright whether,
in his opinion, the above extracts have a tendency to 'disscourage
‘enlistments,’ and 1f so, how long will they be bolerated?®

The arrest and release upon his own recognizance of Senator ‘

i+ arc recorded in the Visalla Delta of Ogtober 23, 1862,
the release arouaing the mdtdmw lre of the Delta editor In
comenting upon the reported speech and arrest ol : <,‘ the
newspaper saids L :

It (Beisembs spoech) was of the most freasonable character and such
as if made use of, should comsign Baker to Alcatrag for life, But
he has since denied glving utterance to any such treason
eble sontiments, On the contrary, it is sald that on every occasion
of late, he has protested hls loyalty and devotion to the Uniong

more i v
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"About 3 o'cloﬁk yesterday artormo&y, while walling
on the opposite side of the street from the UeS. Marshallls
office, was tapped upon the shoulder by that offieclgl pergonage
and politely requested to accompany him to his apartment, The result
of a brigf visit was his discharge on his own recognligance, We under=
stand he gave the most solemm assurances of his loyalty te
the gemeral govermment during the interview, On the strength
of his asservations he was given his liberty, but is not yet be=
yond thz Jurisdiction of the federal authoritliese In justlce to
Senator e, Tt should be stated that a rmor very generally
prevalls that he 1s a native of Ohio and was an abolitionist in
that stateessceccess

"We would advise Marshall Rand to mamixRiveel® endeavor to
himgelf in regard to his dutles, If he had no evidence against m,‘
what business had he %o lay a finger on him? If he had ov%de i
why did he release him? D24 the sapient marshall expect
pronounce his own sentence by pleading gullty? The example of
esssessOthers ought to convince any sane men thit the wc;rd. and oath
of & traitor are not to be reiied on under any circumstencese”

The Delta of Ostober 30, 1862, raports the earrest of Swnes
by Deputy U,S. Marshall W.S. Powell and a. f;lkan to Canp
Em where he was given into the custody of Cflonel LEvans,

The prisoner had asked to be released upon his parole of honor :
pending his trisl but ﬁa informed by the colonel that the latter
hed no authority to grant such a request,

The Delta of November 6, 1862, reviews tho Avgust speech of
the senator and prints the oath which took as state senator
which inecluded a pledg; of loyalty to the federal govermment o
Editorial comment upan the senatorts eath was "And it diant
choke him}"



ad three traltors

48 Tho Delta of Jamery 30, 1863, reportss

"In the legislature there have beoen some proceedings of
interest to our cliigens, In the semate, lr. Chamberlain intro=
duced the following resolutlon and a sked that it be referred to
a comnittees

the chalr fto inquire whether the Hon, s A= a member of
this senate, has, at any &time, been guil’cy of uttering seditious
language, and especlally on or sbout the 16th of Aygust last
pas t, in & public address in the town of Visalia, in this state,
end to report the facts, and what action, if any, shoul 4 be
taken thereony and that the committee have power to gsend for
persons paporas!

®hir, said he was not unwilling to have the committee
avpeinted, He could 'ju.s-’sifyl everything he said in Visalia and
would utter the same sentiments in the presence of the senate.
He went into a long ranbling exposition of his position,
end talked a=deal about the Deltm, but without doing his case
much good, epparently, for the resolutlon was passed by
a vote of 31 ta'#}-ﬁ

-

more - | '



ad four traitors

As stated et the beginning of the a-rtiel:o_,; the presecution
of Senator Blank probably was dissontinued as there 1s no record
in the old files of the charges ewa-e having been pressed,

While the old Delta was, for a ptﬁ:ﬂ, in sympathy with
Bemogrxils the demooratie party, it never swerved from the stand
that the Union should not be divided,



Early Visalla business establishments frequently were
located tegording to éheir proximity to better kmown hotels
or saloons, it 1is indicated by a survey or early ndvértiso‘rl_t.
"Opposite" such and such a hoto_-l_ or "adjoining" a specified
seloon was, in the opinion of the edvertisers & better guide to
their establishments than a name or street number,

A survey of early business advertisements in Viselias

follownye



BUSINESS HOUSES
In Visalia, Jyne 25, 1859, as shown by first lssue of Tulare
County Reecord & Fresno Examiner,

Palmer & Hatton, Architgat’t, Builders, etc,

Drs, George and Loberts, next door to express and drug_atoro.

Dre JeDeP. Thompson, First dodér east of Billup's hotel,

Morris and Freman (Willlem fex Gouveneur Morrise-J.W. Freeman) Office
on CYurt street, |

SeCe Browm, in the brick buulding on CYurt street, opposite court house,
Werner's hotel, Main street,

Billups hotel, Cormer Court and KILL (Main) streets,

Express Drug Cc;mpany (H.D. Bequette),

Cosmopolitan Seloon KEEE Mill (Main) street, next door to

Fréeman and Company's express, C,0. Sgyle and Franeis Warren, props,
Joseoh H, Thomas, Lumber,

Barris and Sawyer, livery stable, south of Fagle hotel. _
Joseph N. Thomas, blacksmith, brick shopt oppoai*bp Billups hotel,
Riche Dostwliek and Frother, groceries, provisions, hardware, otc..
1111 (Mein) street, opposite Billups hotel,

On Jul'_y. 2, 1889, in addition to above advertisements, appear the
followings | _
Dry goods, clothing, groseries end provisions, furniture, erockery,
bhardwere, tinware, etc., D.R, Doyglass, Will (Main) street,

F. Jordan and'cm ¥111l (Main) streeb, opposite postoff:lce,
Paints, oils, rnrmix;g implements, boots shoes, hats, bonnets,
rivbons, trimmings, ete, ;

Brick Menufacturerss C,.P, Mgj ors, ;
Saloons: Pioneer 741liard and drinking saloon, Gourt street,
adjoining the Overland Mal 1 Stage office,



Stagess

Us.3. Express and Mell Line, Visalia to Hornitos, via Kings river
and Millertom, W.L. Rice, Prop. -

Livery Stables: j :

Visalia Livery and Sale Stables, Oorner Court and M111 (Meln)
streets, Goodhue and Poer, Props, _

Chinese goods and laumdryings *

Sam Sing, Mill (Mein) stréet, opposite letropolitan saloon
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edition topogrsp hy based on derby report
on the area including Tulare county

An interesting statement mede in a ¥opographical report/
in 185 0 by Ilsutenant George . Derby for Assistant Adjutant
General Ede ReBe Cmby in 18_5 O is that the major pertion of the
valley was "incapable of eultivaetion” and "little botiter than
ait desef t."

Derby was ordered to cxamine the coumtry on tho eastern
side of what 1s now Tulare lake (then Tacha Lake) from approximately
the southern ex tramity of the velley to the fan Joaguin river to
the north for the purpcse of selecting & suitable poniltion for the
establishment of s military I;ﬂ!t to vrotect the frontier saght of
San Imis Opisbe from Indian railds and to sontrol ’ché Iadians
inhabiting the borders of the lake,

. Reported Msf Lieutenant Canby in those early times:

" The 'I‘ularo valley, from the mouth of the Fariposa to Tejon
‘P.ss at 1te head is about 120 miles in extent and varies rfrom 80
to 100 miles .in width, With the exceptimm of the sitrip of fertid
lend upon the rivera ewnptylng ini;ol’cho inkela from the ea.f.it, it 1s
1little better than a desert, The soil is generelly dry, decmﬁoa&d
and incapsble of eultivation,

"The only point in the whole valley which struck me as at all
suitable for a miiitnry poat was a amall portion of thé interval
land conteimed by the Five ecreeks of the Rver Frances, The Jand is
excellent for cultivation, well ¥imbered and an abuncence of bullding
material mey be found close at hand, The country is oight miles in
length by six miles in width between ﬁwaa brenches; it is a
bgpautiful, amooth, level plain maxax¥xg sovered wiltla clover of
differe nt kinds and nigh grass and thiekly shaded by one continuous
grove of osks of a larger and finer variety than I have ever seen
in the country,"



ad one topography besed an derby report

The River Frances mentioned is now lmown as the Kaweah
river and the fertile ares deseribed is the territory now
oscupled by Viselia end the surrounding country go it is
apparent Lisubenant Derby early recognized the poasibilities of
the Visalis section slthovgh he aia overlock the fertility of the
large area whish has bescome one of the worldts greatesi frult
produsing sections as the result of irrigation,

Lieutenant Der by tells of ar;;iving on tho ghores of

Tthe great Tache lake" in Mey, 1850, '

"We wors umable to get clome to the water, in conseguence of
the ‘tule whieh environed it," he reported, tha tule extending indo
the leke from 200 yards o onesfourth of e mile, 28 far as the eye could
ruoh.....‘}.':'m peaks of the Sierre Nevads, at this Llace 12,000 feet
above the sea level and eovered with perpetual srcw, eppea red in
close proximity, and, rising Ehmzw fer above the horizon, seemed to us
to come down preeipltously to i'he very edge of the water,"

De rby tells of a"riving/and Inspecting the aree about
Moorets Creok (Mooret!s Ureelr aprears te be the prosent Deer Oweesk) and
of crossing the ravinee in the mounteins &o Tule river "™which runsg
in the same dirsc;-.*_on 8 the former stream (a 111;1;19 north of east)
end at about eight or ten miles north of 1t, emptying into the
southeastern sxtremity of the Teche lske, "’his stream has two bran hos
the upper nortions of whieh are well ti‘mbered, bué the bar.kn are .
swampy wvear the la.ke, and for a lang distanee in the plain, the tule
running up to uthin five nJ es of the hills, At this tine the
\lﬁm was abmx* 100 yards wide, from 12 to 20 fest deep, and very
rapidececss



ad two topography based on derby report ,

®U pon its upper banks and their vielnity in the hills, Limzm
Plenty of large pines are foundg :?.mr dom, it 1s well timbered
with the different species of oak, sycamore, cottonwood and willow,"

The lieutenant tells of arriving o2t the lHiver rances )
{the Kaweah), "a large stream 19 miles o the north of the Tulare,
This stream flows nearly west from the hille and emptioes into'the
Tache lake about 20 mlles north of its sog'thoaatem extremity,

It is, at the polnt upon which we arrived, divided into five branches
of sloughs, four of which separate rom the main river, about five miles
above, Joining acain from ome to 10 milee below, while the southern
bransgh has a separate and distinet course from the Sterra s and

Joins the main stream in the marshy ground fear glts junetion with

the lake,

"The country, some eight miles in length by six in width, '
econtained between these branches, is a heautiful, smooth, level plain,
eovered with clover of different kinds and high grass, ang thiekly
shaded by one contlimious grove of qmlca x::f! a laz_*;-_:er and fCiner
description than any I have seen in the country,"

Yurther on, the Kings river is pletured as the largest stream
in the wvalley "with a rapid current and the waser as cold s ice,

It is ebout 60 miles' in length, rialng in two branches hig;h’ 7p

in the Sierra, whieh, unmiting about 40 miles from its mouth, flow in
a southwest direction through the hi_lls and valley, and empty into the
Tache lake at lits northeest extremity, Its banks are high and well
timbered snd the country in its immediate viecinity iQ npparently
fertilesescsce.”

mnore



ad three topography based en derby report

i The Tulare valley," says Derby in the 1s.ttter. nertion of his

report, frrem the mouth of the Mariposa to the Tejon pass at

1ts hecad, is about 120 miles in exbtent and varies from ih eight to
100 miles in widih, VWith the exception of a strin of fertile

land wpon the riwro‘m‘ptyinﬁ Into the lskes from the east, 1y is
little better than a deserts

"The moll is gemerally dry, daeémpoued end incepaeble of
-oml-’c&wtiqn, and the vegetation, eccnsisting of artemisiss ané
wild sage, is extremely sparse, The only point im thes whole valley
which struck me ar at all sultable for a mtlitery post wos the mmall
portion of internsl land eontained by the f1we ereeks of the
River Francea, : '

"A& position here would Ye ecentral, being easy of eommmnication
with the Kings river to the north and with Kern river to the south,
upon whi:t:_h two streams and their tributaries are gituated the
greateyr mumber of Indian méherias 1n. t}eg valliey. - The land is
ex cellent for cultivation, well timbered, end abundanse of
building materisl may be found In the vicfnity, elther stone or heavy
pine and oalr timber, :

" road leading through the Tejon pass from Los A-n,r;e].es; and
intersecting the erdgrant trail through Walkerfs pass near
Kern river, paués directly 'i:h:'gugh this point t: the northern
mines of the San Joagquin valleye This road will wndoubtedly be
miek travelled when brought Inbo notice, end the pest being
established at this point will coniribute much to its ssfety and
protections

m ore



- ad fou:"‘bopogl.‘ﬂph’a' based on derby report
"The poét could be supplied with wagons through the pass of
San Mignel, either from Sen Imis Obispo or lonterey, or by a
wagon road from Nonterey through the pass of Pacheeo or Santa
Anna, crossing f£szm the San Joaquin at its southorn bend and the Kings
river at the lower ferry,
- "From the information regardirg the cheracter of tha San

Joaquin between Stockton and the scuthern bend, I have no doub'i:- that
it may be navigated by swall steambostc to the latter noint during
eight or nire months of the FeaTeesrecase : |

"The whols rnumber of Indians in the valley es neer sz I can judge
is sbout 4000, These are by no means comwnected w-:{th each ~ther; the
rancherias upon the southern rivers being, in fact, ignorant of the
existence of those situated further to the north, , Those whio havg;:n
epportunity of becoming acqQueinted with the whit;gn, are friendly
end well~disposed; the others, although ignorent, mlschlevena and
perhaps maliciously iuelliued, may easlly be kent in snbjection by a small
foree, ond by kind treatment."
#





