emi-ration
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Brig “Yen B, Alvord, r®f commanding t®0O6Os , the District of
“recon, detailling condition since July 1862, Férwarded by G. Wright, *
brig “en U.S.Army comanding to Yol £,D. Townsend, #ssit. Adjut
YUen Hdgrs of the %rmy, Washineton, Dn.C.

Assumed com and 7th of July , 1862, includes mrt of “rerson, all of “ash

e

.*.
Umpqua and Rogue R ivers)

erritory andrortion of Idaho ‘erritory west of ‘ockies (excluded,

movement of VYant. Crawford's emigrant escort from Omaha "afforded
effectual prdect on to the emigration which amounted to 2,000 wagons
or about 10,000 souls that autumn."
"I also order d in July,1862, a company of cavalry to encamp in
the Nez PerCe'country, nearthe agency for the protection of the
tribe so far as p aéticable from the intrusion of whites who in search
of gold had (prsviously to my being placed in command) invaded the “e. Perce
Indian "eservation without autho ity to the number of 10,000 to
15,000 peopls In violst lon of the provisions of the treaty, aqé in
contempt of the dHA rizhts of the Indians...I loft on thelbth of
“ctober for th NP cou ntry., “Yefore I reached there tw murders of White
men by the Indians occurred , almost t he very £fi st every attributed
to that tribe,who have been proverbial fort heir persistent
friendship for the whites, Finding amng the chie s, who
surrender-d the murders, a greét desire for t he continuance of the
soldier: among théem, I ordered another c ompany there and established a post
at fort Lapwai. -
"The ef'fect of the estublishment of the post 157

was very salutary ddd and paved the way for the successful negot iations

of atreaty with that tribe on the 9th of June last , by whish
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they have surrendered the grecter portion of t hel reservation, includi pg
t

all of the go; minins regionsSa... 3
"On the 9th of lay last L asseébled six comnanies of troops under

comrand of Col. J. “teinberger, ¥irst Washington Territory Infantry,

at Fort Tapwail, preliminary to said negotiations. I have o doubt that thse
concentration of th® e troops had a salutary effect on all the

surroundings tribes , as well asg furthering t he success of the council.,

£71 those Indien tribes have remained at peace with vnom the Indien wars

of 1855,1856 and 1858 were carried on, and the only Indians who

@08 have committed assaults upon the frontier have be n the ®~nakes. , he

“nakes spesk the Comanche language, have the same habits, and are in
ract a branch of the ¢ manche tribes of the region east of the
Rocly Mounta'ns,
...8%stablished Fort Boise..Bvt. “aj. P, Lugenbeal, ninth

Infantry, to whom the éom and of the troops destined:.for t hat post
riven. After rec?nnaissance he established it on the 4th of July
at a point about forty-three m'les east of00Q8 old “ort “oise and 275
miles from »allula (the depot on the Columbia ‘Hyer better known as
old “ort valls walla) e has comnenced erection cof a fivec ompany post,
three of i fantry and two cavalry.

During the winter, for want of forage the cavalry wth the except ion
of twenty-five men will withdraw to fort +4alla Walla. A population of

10,000 to 15,000 people have gone i to those mines

L etter sent “ct 6,1863, iteadquarters .istrict of “Yregon,

[ v L
Fort ancouver, “a h “er,

....The mineral wealth of the country will be explored by the hardy and

a venturous miners and 1t will be our tudy to tive them all possible

protection in the undertaki g
a ggﬁ;f@qusdua:o Begn theede ath 88 ¢l r ne the last two ‘months
ncement
nt has been made in the erection of batteries for th
or t he
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fortifications at themouth of tm & lumbia, endthe chief of ordnanc has
promised to send heavy ordnance for them. In a letier dated the 5th of
May last to the rovernor of Oreson I leam that Brig. “en J.o. Totten,
chief of the “nginecr Dera rtment , has recommended that an iron clad
c ssel be sent to this river. His words are"It is recommended by the Engineer
Yepartment that a strong, heavily-a-mored steam floating :«battery and ram
be provided for the defense of the Yo umbia “iver, "

..£bsorbed by the stirrin- events ofthe war, few in the “tlantic
states are conscious of the limitless gold fiels recently found in
“reron and in “ashington and ldsho "Lerritories, ‘covering an extent
of country as 1 rse as those of California. Thus the rapid increase
in population and commerce of this region ~iws it now fresh claims on the
care and attention of the Government,

Benj & vord, Brigpadier Gener:1 11,8,

wolunteers Cecmmandin district,
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August 10-22,1862--Lxnedqition from Fort lalla Walla to the Grande

Ropde Prairie, "ash Ter., with affair (14th) at the Grande Konde Prairie.

(War of the ~Rebellion “ecords, Series 1,Vol L.)
Headquarters District of Oregon, 'y, Vancouv er, Wash jer Aug 26,1862

Sir: T herewith transmit f or the inf @ mation ofthe general comranding
the department a copy of th repor dated 23rd instant of Capt. G.B.
Currgy of Company E, first Cavalry Uregon Volunteers of his recent
e4pedition to the Crande Ronde Valley; a copy of Col J. S teinberger s
instruc tions tohims.etcessyou will preceive that the expedition was ,
entirely successful. It resulted in tedeath of fouw indians including
the leader Tenonnis or Big Talk on Fqur Mountains, otherwise called the
Dreamer, whose cminous prophecies had exerted a baneful influence
over the small party who follow:d his fortunes. The killing of the se
ap. ars to have been a necessary and unwoidable act . The great majority
of the Indians on the Tpatilla reservation appear to have had no
sympathy with the Dreamer o his assumptions e /

Beng. #1vord, brig.gen.,

T.S. Colunteers, commanding dis frict to assistant adjt. gen. I-’ept. of

the Pacific, “anfranciscos

- -

Reports of Capt. George B. Currey, First Opegon Cavalry, Yrande Ronde,
August 15, 18680 1863.
Op the secord day from Umatilla ®gency I surprised Ten.unis(The Dreamer)

camp about 1 o'clock at night. keld a long talk with him endeavoring

to induce him to go with me to Walla Walla , Was. Ter. This ne obstinately

refused . I gave him until 8 a.m. to consider in(sic) A{ the expiration
of that time he told me that if the tyee a Walla Walla wished to see
him he might cane,®0 but that he would no go. I then concluded tomake
him a prisoner. This he resisted,firing aT me twice., I shot him with a

revolver ,as well as one of his principal men. “hile this was going
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on several shots were fired among my men from a crowd of some 15 or
20 Indians whom I had supposed tobs mere spectators. Uhe fire from my
men‘s yagers sent them out of sight except two who felle The Indians claim
that t he two shot by themen were friendly Indians. This may creszte
sime dissatisfaction among t hose on the recerve. Ishall remain here
a day or two to recru t my horses and watch the shape things are
takinge.
George B, C,rrey, Laptain first Cavalry Oregon, lomdg. Officer at
Fort Walla Walla.
(Dreamer at Umatilla kllled.)

On the morning of the 10th instant(1862) I started for the Umatilla
Indian re servation and Upand Ronde Prairie wit detachment of 30

enlis ted men of Company £, first Cavalry Opregon Y

olunteers, 11t
instant arriveda t the Umatilla Indian reservation Op the morning of
the 22A0 12th with remainder of de achment set out for Upande Ronde
Praipie « Encamped for the night on Urande Honde river. Ui stance from
agency 40 miles, Yeft camp n morning of the 13k, traveled eight miles
to settlements . Talked to settlers, learned th&t a c ertain Indian,
now known among the whites as the Dreamer but formerly known as the
Big Talk on four Mountains had staked cff a region of the country
of many miles in extent situated in the r orthern portion of Grande Ronde
Prairie claiming the same as his and denying thatthe treaty between
the whites and indians affected his rdghts to the s ame..this same
I,dian by tir catening to kill all the white g vholhad or woull settle
within the lines he had set up caused quite a nu ber of scttlers to
abandon the claims-~-.The settlers na rated several instances
wherein the Dreamer, ¥ainicut-hi-hi and a tal young Indian rode up to
settlers amd gave them until the following day to leave or their wou 14

kill them

1
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Y/...surrounded camp..talked to Dreamer)
‘ne Yreamer leveled his piece at me but a ball f ram
my revolver striking him in the breast shook his nerves so that he
missed. Both Indians were killed in the tent.
ees.{previois paragraphes.)

At this the Dreamer became excited in hh 8 mannerarm told me if the
commander desired to see him that he must come there ; that that was his
country and the command er must come there and see him. This put a finale
to further talk. I ordered the men to secure and tie the Dreamer and
his accomplice, at the same time handing a rope to one of the men. At this
both Ilrdians sprang up and seized their arms which they hadhitherto con=

cealed in their blanletse. «.+he Dre:mer ~levelede--

While this was going on the Indians who had gathered in, as I
supposed as mere spec bators,fired upon my men who lwere drawn up in
front of the lodge. Illy men r turned the fire upon the Ind® ns killing
two of them and 1 horse. “he Indians then fled tothe brush excepting one
old lndian with hom I carversed tellhim him the whites did not want
t o0 make war upon the Indiars and they must all go back to .hhe reserve,

From Mr.VWhite chief farmer on the Umatilla lydian Agency I learned

that the Vreamer ard his band have persistentlyr efused for
3evermral months to goupon the reserve, refusing all the while to
acknowledge his treaty obligationS. ..

George B. Currey,
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Umatilla Indian “eservation, “ugust 4,1862
Wi liam H, Barnhart, U.S. 1ndian “pent, Umatilla “eservation

to Col J. Steinbercer, U.S. Army, “ommandine <‘ort “alla Walla,
Request detachment of %P or 30 mounted men to proceed to “rande Ronde
Valley for t he purpose of a restin certain refactory Iniamwwho are
. creating a serious disturbance among the settlers in t hat velley.
“h se Indians belon: to the Umatilla [ndian *eservation but do not
recopnize their tr 2ty obli ations, fhey havwe refused to allow wi ife men
to settle in the valkay...Band belonging to theo “ayuse tribe, driven cf%
hite settlers. *he chief Tenounis, is leader..

citizens , C.E. F.x, D, Chaplin, G, Amold and 20 others petitioned for
troons,
Yapt. Georze B, Cyrrer, first “reron “avalry went..
orders to arrest..attempt resulted in killiing fouwr +ndians,
amons the “enounis or the Yreamer or = falk on ‘our Mountains,
L had 8@ =& staked off land, .ck im whites had no rirht to it..
“reamer and accomplice , Wainicut-hi-hi

fttemp ed to tie him, freamer léveled his niece at me, but ball from
my revolver striking b im in the breast sh k his nerves so he missed.
(G-orge B, Currey. Captaiﬁ, firstcavalry Oreron Volunteers commanding

detachment,.



Aug. 19, Oct 11, 1862-Expedition against the Snake Ipndians 1in Tdahoe

Report of Col. Justus Steinberger, Finst Washington Territory Ipfantry.
(War of the ‘ebellion, Series 1, Vol L,P?ggess-
F;rt Wgills Walla, #ug 23, 1862..# very large number of emigrants
are on th¢ir way to this valley and many stop in the neighborhood of and
divert to the Salmon River and Yavder River gold mines.T hey appear in
good conditlion ..with single exception of a scarcity of provisionse.
Reports were current o the Owyhee of the murder of eight or nine emigrants
supposed to be by Indians and one instance 1s related of the killing of
o white man and his being robbed of between ¥7,000 and $8}000 in gold amd’
treasury notes ($20 gold pieces) 4 fgw Indians had been seena {;tempting
to exchange the tr@84Gdg money. ‘he emigrants express ruchr elief in
the presence of t roops on the road.es
Report of Lt. Cod Reuben F. Maury, F:rst Oregon Cavalry com anding
gexpeditioneceeces o
On the 19th Aug moved fram Ca mp Owyhee, a rived at Camp Bruneau,
Snake Hiver, Sept 22, 1862,..Captain Crawford commanding the escort
fr m Omaha Citya rrived at our camp on ¥a11 Biver on the 8th instant.
Sent a detachment up the road 40 miles scounting for emigrents. None.
Nothing definite has been heard of the Van Yeman children. <heir uncle
7 Van Opman has gone thraigh to L©alt Lake Cj_ty. Cne Indian at the salls
said that it was the Indians who live in the vicinity of harney lake
who comritted the massacre and that the chili ren were takenprisoner.
The emigrantion f or Oregon ard "gshington is verylarge mmounting to
1,300 wagons with 5,000 people. They pave met with Llittle trouble
from the Indians and that at or near Raft River, Fort Hall, appearing tb
be the focus of t eir opperations east and west. ...R.I'. NMaury,

Lt, Col. First Cavalry Oregon Volun eers..
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\{"‘l January 29, 1863
California Column

E gagement bn the Bear River,utah
territory.
Heport of Col. P, Edward Conner, Third “alifornia Infantry, com anding
district of Utah
Headquarters,Dept. of the Pa ific S.F. Feb., 20, 1863
44jt, Yen. L. Thomas U.S. Army, "ash D.C.
Sir: I have the honor to inclose herewith the report of Colli P.E.

Connor, Third Infantry,ualifornia Volunteers of the tattle fought
B

on the29th of January on “ear niver, Utah Tor, between U.s. troops

and hostile I, dians. Qur victory was complete, 224 of the enemy left
dead @ the field. Colonel Connor's loss was heavye. O:t of 200 men
angaged 14 were killed on the fiéld amd four officers ard 49 men
wourded; 1 officer and five of t he men wounddd have since died. Col.
Connor's report of the suffering of his troops on the march and the
gallant and heroic conduct of both officers and men in that ®rrible
canbat will commend the Column fram Yalifornia and its brave commander
to the favorable mnotice o the General in Ubief and “ar Department.,

G, Wright

?rigadier-General, U.S. Army, commémdinge

indorsement
March 29, 1863. Respectfully r eferrodto thesscretary oof YWar with
the recom endation that Col. Connor be made a brigadier-general
for the heroic conduct of himself and men in ﬁhﬁ battle of Bear River.
H.W. Halleck, general in chiefe.

Aprpved, ordered: Edwin M. S tanton

Headquar ters , District of Utah

“amp Douglas, Utah ‘ex. Fev. 1863
Colonel: ..to report tha from information received from various
sources of the encampment of a large body of Indians on Bear River in

Utah Terri tory, 140 miles north of this point who had murdered several
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miners during the winter passing to and fram the settlements in

this valley to the Beaver Head mines east of the Eocky Mountains andbeing
satisfied that they were a part of t he same band who hai been murdering
emigrants on the Oyerland Mail Route for the past fifteen years ard the
principal actors am leaders in the horrid massacres of the past summédr
I determined, although the season was unfavorable for an expedition in
consequence of the cold weather and snow, to chastise them if pessible.

Feeling assured that secrecy wa the swest way to success I determi ned

to deceive them by sending a small force inadvance, judging and
rightly , they would not fear a small number. On the 22d ultimo

I ordered Ccmpany K.Third Infantry California Volunteers, Capt. Hoyd,
two howitzers under commend of Lt, Honeyman and twelve men of the “ecord
Cavalry Ualifornia Volunteers with a train of fifteen wagons carrying
20 days supplies to proceed in that direction. Oi' the 24th ultimo I
mroceeded withdetachments from Companies 4, H. K ard M, second

Cavalry California volunteers rmumbering 220 men, acc mpanied by Majoar
McGarry, “econd Cavalry california Volunteers; S,rgeon Reid,

third ]‘T’fantry california Volunteers; Captains McLean and Price md Lts.
“hase, Clark, ®uinn and Conrad, Second Vavalry,Calif Vols.; Maj.
Gallagher, Third Infantry, Ualifornis Volunteers and “aptain Perry,
Second Cavalry, “a1if. Volus who wereprese t at this post attending
general court marfial as volunteers. I marched the first night to
Brigham City, sixty-eight miles distant.apd The second night's

march from Cemp Douglas I overtook the infantry and artillery at the
towmn of Mendon and ordered them tomarch again that night. I resumed
my march withthe cavalry and overtook the infantry at Franklin, Utah Ter
gbout 12 miles from the Iyfian ercampment. I ordered Yapt. Hoyt

with the infantry,howitzers and train to move at 1 o'clock the next
morring intending to start with the cavalry about two hours thereafter

in order to reach the encampment about the mme time and surr ound

it before daylight but in consequence of the difficulty of procurlng
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a guide to the f ord of the river Capt. Hoyd didnot move until after
3 a,m, I moved the ccavalry about one hour afterward passing the
infantry, artilleryand wagons about four miles from the Indian
encampmente. Az daylight was ap.roaching - was apprehensive that the
Indians woull d&iscover +tl® s trength of my force ani make their
gscape. L therefore made a rapid march with the cavalry anmd reached the
bank of ther iver shortly af ter daylight in full view of the camp
about one mil distant. I ordered Maj. McGarry to advance with the
cavalry and surround before attacking them while I remained a few
minutes in the rear to give arders to the infantry and artillery. O
my arrival o) the f ield I found that Major McGarry had dismounted the
cavalry and was engaged with the I, disns who had sallied mt of their
hiding places on foot anl hpseback and with fiendish malignity waved the
scalps of white women and children and challenged the troops to battle
at the same time attacking them. Finding it i possible to surround

them , In consequence af the nature of the ground he accepted their
challenge. ':"he position was one of strong natural defenses and almost
inaccessible to thetroops being a d eep dry ravine from six to 12 feet
deep amd fram thir ty to forty fieet wide with very abrupt banks ard
running a cross level table lam salong which they had cons tructed steps
from which they could deliver fire without b ing exposed. Under the
embankments they had constructed covers of willows thickly woven together
from behind which they could fire without being observedeeess.

but few tried to escape,however, but continued fighting thetroops

wmtil killed in their hiding places .’he most of those who

did escape f rom the ravine were af terward shot in attempting to swim
the river or killed while desperately f ighting under cover of the dense
willow thicket which lined theriver bankse. Thefi ght commenced about 6
o'clock in the morning ard continued until 10, :Lhe hands of some of the
men were sSo ben mbed with cold that it was with difficulty they

could load their pieces. ‘hey sufffered during the march beyond
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description but thO@O@0d they steadily continued on without re;ard
t o hunger ar cold or thirst not a murmer escaping them to indicate their
Q080 sensibilities to pain or fatigue. The weather was intensely cold
and not less than seventy-five had their feet frozen and some of t hem
I fear will be crippled for life. I should mntion that in my march
from this post no assistance was rendered by the Mormons who
seemed indisposed to divulge any information re garding the Indians and
charged enormous prices for every article furnished my ¢ mmand. I have
also to report that previous to my d eparture Chief Justice Kinney
of Great ®alt Lake Citymade a requisition f or troops for the p rpose of
arresting the I dian Chiefs f’ear Hunter, “an Pitch and Pagwich.
I informed the marshal that my arrangements for our expediti on sgainst
the Indians werc made amd that it was not my Intention to take
any prisoners but that he could aBcompany me. Marshal Giggs accordingly
accompanied me and mndered efficient aid in caring for t he wounded.e.
. .We found 224 bodies on the field among which were thos of the
clefs “ear Hunter, “agwich and Leight. How many more were killsd
than stated I am unable to say as the condition of t he wounded
rendered their imn diate removal g mcessity. I was unable to examine
the fleld. I captured 175 horses, some arms, 09d0d8dondd@60 destroyed
seventy lodges, a large quantity of wheat and other and(d aGaaati00ee
o0 B4 8HORRAOEPAO G of provisions wh it had been furnished them by the
Mormons, left a small quantity of wheat for the sustenance of 160
captive sQQ® squaws and children whom I left on the field. IO
J‘he chiefs, Pocatello aml ®an Pitch with their bandsof murderers are
8till at large. I hopd to be able to kill or capture them b efore
spring. If I succeed the Overlanmd Houte west of the Rocky M untains
will be rid of the bedouins who have harassed and murdered emigrants
on that route for a series of years, Ié consequence of the rumber of
méen left on the route with frozen feet and those with the train

and howitzers anmd giarding the cavalry ab6@0 horses I did notiave
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to exceed 200 men engaged. %ha enemy had about 300 warriors mostly
well armed with rifles and hawing plenty of ammunition which rumor says
they received from inhabitants of the ?erritory in exchange f or the
property of massacred emigrants. I, conséquence of the deep snow the

howitzers did not reach the f ield in time tobs used in theaction.

P. Edw. Connor

Golonel Third I'fantry,California Volunteers, Comdg. Vistrict

(To Lt Col R.C. Drum, U.S. Army, dggistant “djutant General dept. of
facift o)

Addendsa ¢
.00afp I o ngratulate you 6nqPaa@0donndandodAdd and gour command @

their heroic conduct-and brilliant victory on Bear River . You are this

day appointed a brigadier-general.

HJW. Halleck. General in chief,.



Keport of Capt. Henry Flynn, Secomd California
infantry, Camp “aker, 4pril 1, 1863..

ess. In thefour engagements(operations in the Humboldt military reserve)
46 of theenemy were killed amd 37 captured
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Indian chasing
War of Repellion, "dﬁaﬁ,beries L, Vol, L, ‘art 1
“eb 16-23, ERpedition from iort "alla Walla to “nake *4ver
Yand of 4nd#ns surprised and driven from their work some miners on
the north bank of the ®nake “iver, 20 m les above the ‘&l ouse crossing.,
Cartain Yeorge B, Curre&, Fir st Yrepon Cavalry, s6H0dht fdcd letter
written by T.C. English, lieut Yol pirst “ash Territory
Infsntry com andinc Fort “alls walla..
commanq of 59 enlisted men from “Yompanies A and B, first Yreson
Cavalry, left in * eb, reached Palouse crossing of *nakse..
fearing'Paouse indians w@@ would notify those hunted ssaid gol = to
Colville after dark marched for five hours. “ourth dav story, short
drive. “ifth day came upon camp, Seven lod es,
quiet. fired riffle s hots. “mugh to sight 31 men and 40 women
- and children. Jaws of dogs tied together so they would not bark,
Vitizens w had been driven from mines recognized three of t he

pa ty. ‘helr cap 80 miles from ~nake, 10 miles belo: the

line cf the 0ld Nez Prrces Rederve
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Indian Chasing
“eries L, 'ol L, part I
1864..Camﬁaig1 concluded hov, 6,1864
Military expedition into Indian country under comrand of Jno M, Drake,
Uaptai 1,fist Yrezon “avalry, commandin-~, returned to Fort Dalles and
closcd campaign on 1lth Yctober
IExpedition directed in Special Urlers 33, hedgs DPistrict of “Yregon,
in March 19,1864'to march,
A-gregate of 119 offlicers and men, joined by detachment of 25 men
under T”ec Lt James A, Waymire, Oregon Caval ry, “ompany D,“irst “re
uavalrf, stationed at —outh “ork of John Dayis Liver wer to join and
24 of Cm'any B, Fist O n Yav , comand of Sgcond Lieut stephen Watson

3

i s
was sent from ~ort a couver to the "arm “pri gs “gency...

Main object to protect whitesin mining, to explore and o' cupy
the country not includsd i reservut ons, and afford protection
to “arm “prings Indians...
De redat:ons near Canyon City
Tw mpersons found, FTouis Scholl and My, “eorge R ndell who had been
employed as guides with similar expeditions into that country in
1859 and 1860 =
destinzion, Harney Luke country, route taken by Captain Wal en 14
1959
Yepot established at “amp Maury, 175 miles £ rom ‘thelalles, on small

tributary of Crook-d ‘i er, five miles above the forks of the river

DebrYepredations ¢ munitted prev ous winteron hite settl ments m John:

Uay's “iver and Canyon “ity road..
May 17th, engagement at one of the crossings on “rooked “iver
, llay 18th... Secont r.ieut S, Jjatson and Private “ennett Kennedy and

R0 Yames erkinson, compmy © , fist Yrepon Yav were killed and “P O

worrle Do e ey And 1 e Bar ekt s HRAIAR 1F0b £5d, Tantine; P ERe
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a chief of the “arm Springs <ndiens mortally wound d; and a citigzen
of “alem Oregon, farker, wounded. .

Polinits camp ‘discoveradthough smal 1,01l -large rcuted..or fell back
Command of 108 of lcers and men left Camp Maury

on 7th of June.

I"‘eturned, with reinforcements met in “arney Valley, drove

Polni and band to south side of t he desert

Several bands large a;ea, polint largest, 50 or 66 fightin~s men and
some women and children,.Snake In ians, united under able le adership
for plunder with r-negades from other tribes. Their home

1s the uprer part of the Crooked Biver Valley, they are the “ndians
who ¢ mmitted depredations m the Canyon “ity Road, John

“ay's “iver and th™ arm “prings Reservat on within the past two vears,

‘Lastern Oregon, The Yesert, a strip of country extending from
the mouth of Crooked “iver in a southeast direction to the Hymboldt
Mountai s, a di tance of 250 miles and caryins in width from 30 to
100 miles. It seprarates the Klamath ‘ake Country from the“ro oked
Riyer and Harney Laka—basis » 1s an undulating plain, riged
irregularly with high ledges of volcen ic rock and covered with s tunted
frowth of sage anc Juniper, opnosite the ~hree ~isters

“arney Lake ”asin, inclosed on north and east by some rambling
spurs of the fluemruntains, on the so utheast by the “now Mountains
nd on the west by chain of ridges and isolat:d peaks, circul r in form,
£iity or sixty miles . 'he two.la*es, called the Malheur y1.ye5 on
0ld maps separated from each other by narrow sand bhank., Lake Harney
smallest is 10 m'les long, four or five miles wide, fule Lake ,

the most easterly, little karger...



Lule “ake a sink of Cricket Creek, originates near Yanyon “ity and

@0@8d flows south,

Smot Muntains, so callec by wajor Steen, form the Southeastern
portion of the great rim that inclocses the Harney Lake basin, , an

levat ortion of chain th orms the connectine 1link between the

“ierra _evada and Blye Mountains.

Jno M. Drake,Ca tin First YV egon Cu alry comuandinge.

also First Lieut John M. McCdll and 45 enlisted me; Company G, First
Orepon “avalry Cept. H.C. Small, First yieut william M., Hand, Second
Lieut John F. Noble and 67 enlisted mengSdegedydGs0dGmea080aranddddd and

- C@vaddd: tw staff officers, “urg JBBAU C.C, Drumreicher, U.S. Voluntecrs

meking an agrreza.e of 119 of icers and men,
D00 ~econ Lieut Jame &, Waymire, Cm any D, Opscon Cavalr y
stationed on south fork of John Day's River joined later a80did0

Second Lieut Atephen Watson sent from “ort Vancouver to "arm “prings
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»
Orpanization of jrcops in the Department of “regon, commanded by “ol.

Georrre Wright, “inth U.S. Infantry, “ec. 31, Yec. 1860
Fort ‘ancouver, “ash ‘er, Maj. Wil iam S, Ketchum, 3a U,s., Artillery,

-t

ompanies A B, ¢, D , G and M.
Vancouver Depot, Wash “er. Lieut “111iam T- Welcker, Detachwent of
ordnance, U.8. Army.
Fort Colville, “ash :er, Byt. “aj. BB Pinkney Lugenbeel, 9th U.§.
Infantry , Companies A, C, T and g | :

Camp Picket, “an Juan Island, Wash fer. Capt . Yeorpe -, Pickett, )
9th U.S. Infantry, Company~

fort Steilacoom, “ash Ter, “ieut _ol. “ilas “asey, 9th U.S, Infantry,
“ompanies F andH. |

Fort “alla jalla, Wash Ter. *a j. “noch ®teen. 1st U.S. Dragoons, Canpanies
¥, E and-L. 9th y.8. mfantry, Companies f and E
“ort Dalles, Ore. uapt. Joseph. H. Whittlesa®y , 1lst U.S,. Dragoons, “Yompany
H, 9th U.S, Infantry, Yompany @.

Fort yamhill, “re. Uapt. David 4. RusselW, 4th U.S. Infantry Yo,

K.
Fort foskins, Ore. °amt. Christophsr C. Angur, 4th y.=, Infantry,

“Yomranies F and G,

Fort Vascades, wash Ter. Vapt. Henry D, Wellen, 4th 7.S, Infantry,
Companh H.

Camp Chehalis, Wash “er. “Ya:t Maurice Maloney, 4th T.sS, Infantry,
Yompany 4

Fort TownZend, # ash *er. Capt. Lewis C, Hunt, 4th U.S. Infantry,

-

Y ompany €
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(Roads)
Fort Walla Walla, Wash ‘er. January 5, 1861.
General Joseph E. Johnston, quart%rmaster, U.S. Army, Tash V..

General: I take the liverty amd feel it my duty to call your
attention tothe rart Benton wagon road as Ibelieve framexperience in t e
service and c ross ng the plains frequently for the last thirty years
that the cost of sendin recruits on hor es to this coast by tha t route
will be ten times as much as by tle route from fort Leavenworth via

Forts £arny, “aramie, Hall and Boise to this pust; for by the boat to
Benton eqch soldier will cost $100 ard each wagon the same; then to get
mules ar oxen for the wagons would be double the cost tha it wouldbe at
Lesvenwroth. Purchase your horses, wagons and oxen or mule to transporrt
your supplies at Leavenworth amd if the transpartation is not needed hers
on its arrival it canbe sold at public auction for its fullv alue in
the States. By this means eschsoldier will hardly cost %10, whereas
by the Fort Benton route each would cost $300 by hi=m arrival here.

One more suggestion. Could not the %100,000 alrdady appropriated
and not yet expended, be transferred to the old road I speak of ? It

is much the shorte:t and best route and emigrants come through every
seasm arriving here by the end of September,the ir animals in very good
condition. © post is to be established at Poise in the spring
and there will always be troops at Fort Hall to protect emigration and

all that is ne:ded are f rries at these posts and very little work on
the road. '
‘there will then be grass, water and all that is requisite for a
military or emigrant red. I do helieve that if the 100,000 is expended
and the Bentonr ocad finisksd, that nd ten emigrants will travel it for
t wenty years to come. But suppose you make the road from Saint Paul

to Benton; then you must establish a line of posts through the °ioux

and “lackfoot country, requiring at least 1,500 soldiers at a cost
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»300,000,000 or ;;}‘.400,000,000 more. In a conversation with Major Blake
of the Army,who came by the Benton route with 300 recruits last sum e

3

he spoke favorably of the route and said he would apply to bring over

h orses from ©°

aint Paul via fjenton to this depar tment.
Now I am satisfied that the cost by that route willb e ten times

as much as by the route from Leavenworth via Laramie, Ilall ard foise
and in addition the ma jor's route ismich the longest and in the
months of Ilay and June from Saint Paul we t say 1,000 miles, you have
much wet and marshy prairie whichI consider impassable. btar’cing in
July, then,you could nat come through the same season aml wintering in
the mountgins ﬁtr theast of us would cause much expense,the loss of many
animals and much suffering .among the mena

I am sir, very respectfully your obedient

servant, E, Steen, ™ajor first dragoons commanding,.
P P J P g





