frisoners

parole ‘erms. *“ar of Rebellion, Series Ii, Vol Vir.

Mcclellan's Beadguarters, “ctober 3,1862

Major-General HallecR:

General Btuart of the rebel “rmy , has sent in & few of our

prisoners under a flcg of truce, paroiedw;th terms to prevent thelr
fizhtirg the indians, and evidently sedcing to commit us to their right
to parole our prisoners in that way,

Mg inclination is to send the prisoners back with & distinot
notice that we will recognize no paroles g¢ n to our prisoners by the
rebels as extending beyond a prohibition acainst fighting them, yet
1 wish your opinion upon it based both upon the genersl law andour
cartel, 1 wish to avold violations of law and bad faith. A nswer as
guickly as possible, as thething, if done at all, should be done at
once., A, Lincoln, president

War Department,“ashington, October 3,1862
His hxcellency‘the President, “eadquarters Army of the Potomac
Vour proposal to send back_prisoners who have given an unathorized
parole accords with the general rule of war and I think there is
nothing against it in the cartel. *he enemy has no right to require
any other than the usual parole--not to b§ar arms against the
Confederate States during the war or until exchanged--nor have our

prisoners a right to give any other . pg.w. Halleck, general-ln Chief/



Johnson's *“sland, prisoners confined
War of Rebellionk “eries II, Yol. VII
Richmond Ya., October 5,1862, Lieut. Col. W.H. Lud ow, 4ctins Sgent

for Exchange®
Sir¢ T beg leave to call yéur attention to the following matters:
1.1t is rerresented that in Missourl and elsewhere citizens are
arrested and under threats of being treated as spies in case of refusal

compelled to enter into hesvy bonds with surety thaet %hey will not
take up arms against the United States. Several cases of this kind
have been presented, among whom is th& of James W.D, Hatcher, of
Bissouri, a disch:rged Confederste soldier, who on his m turn to that
vtate was compelled to giwe such a bond with surety in thex sum of
#2x@QRx #3,000., The confecerate Government will treat all such bonds
as nullities,

2-0fficers and men of the Missouri State Guard are now held in
confinement in Mbssouri at Johnson's Island snd eBewhere. They :
have neither been - parcled nor released under terms of the cartel. They
are entitled 1in all respects to the privileges of officers snd men
of the ¢.8. Army. ‘hey are so recognized by theacts of the Confederds e

Congress.q3heir exchange 1s insisted on under the provisionsof the
cartel, :

Among'thoseriow confined at Johnson:s Lsland are Capts. F.a,
Rogers, J, Joplin,S.L. Cary, J.P. Caldwell, r. Weed and Liseuts,
P.F. Willard end 8, Dyncan. ‘he Missouri Stste Guard on the other hand
have made captures of many prisoners whose paroles are now held by me.

L“'am there be any ebjection to exchange one class for an equivalent
of the other, '
e..4--Sever 1 officers and men known a&s partisen rangers are

detained in confinement by the ynited “tates vaernment. Pertisan

rengers are not persons ms ing war without authority, but are in all
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respects like the rest of the drmy except theat they are not

brigaded an d act generally on detached service. *hey are not irregulars
who go and come at plessure, b ut are orgenized t roops, whose muster
rodls are retumed amnd whose officers are commissioned as in other
branches of the service. ‘Lhey are subject to the Articles of “"ar

and Army Begulations and are held responsible for violation of the
udages of war ‘n like manner with regular t roops, So also it is

with bhe rartisan rangers orzanized under the law of Virginia. S0

*he commissions of the officers are given by the State authorit®s s.

+ allude now more particularly to the cases of “apt. John S,

Spriggs and Capt. Marshall '*riplett, who are confined on Johnson's
Island . ‘hese names were b rought to the attention of Genersl
Mc¢lellan some ti e ago by Yeneral Lee. Yn the 21lst of June last
Yeneral McClellan wrote to General “ee that “they were held as other
prisoners." 49 gven cautloned Yeneral I.ee against believing on mere
rumor that they would be treated in eny othe way than as prisoners of
war., Yet when other officers have been sent from Johnsonis

“sland to vicksburg they hawe becn retained.....

pps 602 and 603... Robert Ould, agent for exchange.



Maryland,
War of “ewellion, Series IT, Vol VII

Castle Thunder, October 13,1862
My Honorable President: I say my, for I own no other; will no other own.

1 come to you, a poor weak woman whose fuure looks oh, so cheerless, I
come to you, the relict (cq) of him whohas paid the penalty of his
wrongdoing, if srong he did, of which I know nothing. I come to you
begking.

+ wish to go home. I was hinted an exchange. Oh, sir, exchange me, a:
Southern born, a South-adoring woman. Yo, no; rather let me remain here

in my people's prison and die than exchange me for one of my own
countrywomen. They said Imight harm soms one.

Does a mother harm her child,a child her mother. The South is my

mother. I #ill not harm her. *“er glory is my ride. I look to her
like a bleeding bird for succor. T have suffered . Oh, you can
feel for the suffering; let me go home wher= I may seek some spot

and unnoticed pass the remainder of my dreary,dreary days. I will pray for
you; do you no harm . there is nothinz so ingenuous as fesr but I fear
nothing. L am prote ted here and my “oly Mother knows my heart, but I have
11es in Maryland--interests there. Please let me go home.
Very respectfully your cbedient servant. Mrs., L, Webster
First indorsement Secretary of War for inqu rya nd advice, Jsfferson
Davis.
“gcond iddorsement, October 17,1862
§gspnctful ¥y returned to the Secretary of War wl th the report that
it was decided by the Secretary some time mxmx since to release Mrs.
Wgbster and send h:r home, but the ~ ecretary having been told t hat yrs.
Webster would compromise many friends in Maryland, the Secretary
directed she should be retained until further orders.

Yno, H. Winder,

Brigadler-ueneral of Volunteers,



Garnett$

L

War of Rebellion, Series II, Vol VII, p. 951
Hampden Sidney, Octoher 31,1862

Hon. G.7W. Randolph, Secretary of iar, Richmond, Va,
My Dear Sir:

I In the spring of 1861 a company of young men students and
alumni of Hampden ®idney “ollege with their president, “ev. 'Dr.A tkinson,
volunteered in the service of the Confederate States under the name of
Hampden Sidney “oys.

Ihey were mustered into service in the Twentieth (Virginia)
Regiment Lieutenant Colonel Pegram comranding, and assigned to the
Northwestern Army under General Garnett., At the battle of Rich Mountsain
the most of this company'ware'made prisoners and paroled by McClellan. The
larger part were discharged from service in September, 1861, and T believe
all during the following winter and spring. Yne of them has recently
stated in this community that under some decision of your Department all
who were thus discharged previous to passage of the conscript law of last
spring were undonditionally and flnally released from el 1 obligations
of military duty except such as they might voluntarily undertake.

L ha-e a son who was in that company and several houng friends. “e and
some others have since their exchange reentered the service as
volunteers.'fut I would be pleased to know certainly whether it is true
that t heir discharge r lieves them finally and for this war f rom all
liability to coscrpption. &g early aé 1s consistent with your duéies
w1ll greatly oblige me and them, Agdre s yours, with high regard etc.

Rev, E.M. Spmith, Hampden Sidney Post-Office. :



‘Ship's 4sland.
War of Bebellion Peries 11, Vel VII
Richmonda, Ya., November 10,1862
Hon G,w. Randolph, secretaryof war
Sirs1 am requested by the President to inform you that in a letter
received by him he is oxadfkkx credibly informed that certain paroled
prisoners of ~ ar have been placed by “eneral Butler in close custody
In the neighborhood of New Orleans, and to gi e you their names that you
may taeke prope r measures for t heir exchange sccording to the cartel.
Ihéy are:Captain “clesan, late of Mc“ulloch Rangers
2-captain Losberpg, captain of the DeFeriet Yuards ofthe Challmette
Regiment

_5-Captain Batchelor of Third (First) “egiment Boulsiana Regulars
*hese officers were paroled by “Yommodore Farragut , but are held in
prison by Butler,

4-Yaptain W.E, Seymour, who was in camnmission in the service of the

Ota e of Louisilana and a paroied prisoner

Besides the abo e there are a number of privates, aong them Mr,
Davidson, of New Orleans, who were members of corps of partisan
rangers enl sted In our service and who are held by Butlsr on
pretext they are guerrillas andnot in our service,

Vr-‘ry respectfully etc.,

J.7. Benjamin

secre taryof state



Prisoner Exchange Aiken_s Landing procedurs Sstuations
War of "ebellion, Vol IT, Series VIT p 940
Headquarters , Richmond, Va, Nevember 12, 1862
Maj. “en S.G. French, comdg. Departent of North “arolina, Petersburg, Va
Géneral:& dispatch was sent you this moming informing you that the point
for landing prisoners of war had been chenmpd from Alken's to City

Point.

The ma jor general commandin~- directs me to say that he desires
you to take measures without delay to provide for the recept:on of the
prisoners at the point as soon s Possible. It will be necessary to
construct a wharf at the landing.

Mgantime some other expedient must be used for that purpose,as the first
boat will probahly arrive on hf"atupday. Inasmuch as these boats arrive
without nctice 1t will be necessary to establish a camp at t he Point
for heir accommodation until cars can be sent toconvey them to Petersburg
with an officer to b eempowerd by “r. Ould to receipt for the prisoners, and
with authority to control the camp with a surgeon and medicel sfores
and a depot of commissary and quartermester's stores. # large proportion-
of the prisoners will arrive sick or wounded, so that houses at or.
neasr the point should be procured for their shelter.

The guerd furnished should number at leastseventy-five men, that
numbe® being necessary to prevent the prisoners from stmac-ling into
the country. *he major-gener al commandirg directs that a csmp be also
established 1in the vicinity of Petersburg with a canpetent officer in
command to which the paroled prisoners will be removed &as soon as
possible after they have landed and prowided far andsecurely guarded
unti1108860¢@8a0BHexd they are exchanged., The camp of paroled prisoners

atthis point has given more snnoyance andtrouble than any other of the
many charges upon the command in ®ichmond, and you will be fortunate

and dxmrxe deserve unusually ifyou succeed where we have well nigh failed



failed in manacing it satisfactorily. ‘he men arrive full of the 1dea

of deserving unusual privileges because of their capture ad will at

once besiege your officer for furlough, pleadng the unusual merit of
their position, andupon belng refused, a3 they must be in every instance
except when furnishing a Aertificate of disagement. You will find 1t
necessary o employ a large guard, therefore, =nd fo:rbid the ir entering
the town except in limited numbers dally.

Ihe prisoners who are sick or wouunddd should be provided for in &
hospital, which should be set apart for thet purpose, properly guarded.
Iy may now and thenoccur that a prisoner will bring a infectious or
contagious disesse into our lines , andprovisions must be mede to cuard
arainst and disp se of such cases promptly. Mr. Ould, the commissioner,
will visit Petersburz and the Point tomorrow. “hatever may be necdssary
for his own and the accommodation of the Federal commissioner the major-
general com and Ing desires you to provide promptly, and whatever
suzgestions and recomrendations Mr. Quld may 12 e to male he wishes to
entertain favor:bly. Your prompt earnest andmost diligent attention
to this matter the major-general commanding drects me to ask,
sugresting , in the interest of humanity as well as of the service,
that every energy possible should be exerted to perfect the necessary
arrangements at the earl'est moment. Itis to be regretted that earlier
notice could not be ziven of this change. ‘he major-genersl
commending trusts , however, that sc ting upon the intimst ion given
you some time since of the proposedchage, you &re not entirely
unprepared for it. I am etc. Sam W. Melton, Major and

Assistant Adjutant General.



Jdéhnson's 4sland

War of Rebellion, Series II, Yol vII p 710
Sandysky, Ohio, N.vember 14,1862
Co 1. “1lliam Hoffman, Commissary-Genersl of Frisoners, *ashi.gton D.C.
colonels T have the honor to ask if I shall make preparations to store
provisions for the winter. thus far I have only required about ten or
twelve days'! rations to be furnished ahead. Today I have ordered one-
months supplies. Iwould be glad if you inform me sat yoﬁr earliest
convenience whether I shell store thrs e months supplies or not. *oday
I received ¥27,000 subsistence funds.,

L can now pay up everythingr in the subsistence dep:rtment,but in the
quartermaster's department I owe over zzﬁﬁ $Q0,000 to Gregg and "est
aBdﬁﬂO&ahQé®é@d6éﬁdﬁﬁﬂéﬂﬁd about $5,000 of long standing; to Bristol
, pay for his boats ince 1st of June. My gequisitions have all
been allowed by the Quertermaster -General and he has informed me
that he has required on the Treasury for t he amaint,but still T hear
nothing from it. Tﬁe money 1s very much needed. I would like to pay
Bristol very much. He is sorely in need of money. I am etc.

E.W.H. Read, captain U.S.Army, acting

assistant quartermaster.



fuerrillas....sifuations MeNeo 1l
War of fevellion, geries IT, Vol VIr, p 947
Edecutive Demartment, Richmond, November 17,1862
Lieut, Gen; T.H. Holmes, command ing Wrans-Mississippi Department
General: Inclosed you will find a slip from the Memphis “aily Appesl
of the 3d i1nstant, containing an ammmmmzs account purporting to be
derived from the Palmyra (Missouri) Uourier, a Federal journal, of the
murder of ten “onfederate citizens of Missouri by Ganeral McNeil of
the y.8. Army.

You will communicate by flag of truce with the Fe@eral officer
commending that department and ascertain 1if the facts are as stated,
“f they be so you will demand the surrender of “mneral McNeil to-the
Confederate authorities an @ ifthis demand 1s not complied with you will
inform said commanding officer that you are ordered to execute the first
ten U,§, officers who may be captured and fall into your hands.

Very resp ctfully etc, Jefferson Yavis.,



Situation: Attitudes in 1862
War of Hebellion, Series IT, Vol VII p 949 Richmond, Wov. 20,1862

His Bxcellency Jefferson “avis, President o the Confecerste-States

Sir: having been so unfortunate as to fall a prisoner into the hands

of the enemy near the “appahannock on the 6th day of this month T have
made use of every orportunity to ge t useful information for our genersls
whilse in their hands, which I had a good opportunity to do the first
fiee days of my captivity as I was not confined closely.

In the first place I ascertained that General Purnside's army oniy
consists of segen corps all told, and that their original number was
much reduced by sickness, desertion etc. I was sent from "arrenton to
Washington on the 13th instant after being paroled and then sent to
the 0ld Lapitol Prison‘and]ookedup end e guard placed at the dorr,
all of which has been duly set out and forwarded to jou through the
Secretary of “ar for action. "hile running at large in their lines
at Warrenton many of theirprivates came tome secretly and asked what
disposition wuld be made with them when ta:en prisoners,

I informed them that our Sovernment would send them home, which gave
great satisfaction to them, I find that the robject is to zet back home
in some way and not go through the hands of their officers. I & not
think their army will fizsht with confidence A;'thare 1s much dissatisfaction
at General McClellan8s dismissal.

1 was informed thae eight-tenths of the citlzens of “ashington were

as much opposed to Mr. Lincoln's administration as ever. fwo or three
regiments laid down their arms when newsof General Mc“lellanﬂs
dismissal came. Others were ordersd to arrest and march them

off and refused to obey. “his 1s beyond the question, as theofficers
were loud and openin my hearing to d enounce Hr, Lincoln for the
removal, I heard officers remark they hoped the rebel arm y might cut

them all t pieces and similar other remarks.



I was also credibly informed that Genersl “anks is soon to command
a large fleet to sail in a few weeks from Fortress Monroce against ow

®outhern ports. D1d not ascertain the time or numbser, L was told in
Washington phatsr, Lincoln was shot at in the daytime last wesk while
walking out but it was not ascertaine: By whom .,
The officials I ooanversed with asbout the war did not seerm to have
that confid nce in their im ediate.success of subjugating us, but said it
vould and must eventuall& be done; that t hev would fill their work

and machine shops with foreigners tos.send every man &t thenorth
against. us but they would-conquer us, and I think that project is
being put on foot to bring out every men against us....

Rober t (Robt.) P.

Blount, rieut. Col, Provost-dlarshal First gorps, Anmy of Northern

Virginia.



Johnson's *sland Dispoxition of bodies
War of “ebellion, Series II, Vol. VII
Office commissary-General of Ppisoners, “ashington, D.C., November 24,1862
C.pP. GCushing, demonstrator of anatomy , Cleveland “Yollege, Ohio
Sir:s T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication
of the 19thinstant in relation to your procuring from Johnson's
“sland the bodies of deceased rebel soldiers , or those of such as may die
during the winter.

In reply I am directed by the comunissary-general of prisoners

to inform you that your reguest cannot be complied with.
Very reepprctfully, your obedient servant

H.M. Lazells

Capt, E ghth infy. 7.5, Army, #4sst, to Yom. Yen of Prisoners.



Johnson's Island

Depot Prisoners of War Near sandusky, Ohio, November 28,1862
Col. W2 Hoffman, commissary-general of prisoners.
I send you by this day:s mall the roll of prisoners from #1ton,

I also inclose a roll of prisoners relea:ed on the order of Judge
Turner. They have just errived thirty-seven prisoners from hentucky under
guard of Capt. E*A, Baker; Sixty-fifth Regiment Indiana Vo lunteers
sent.from “enderson, Ky. by order of Cgl.-Jomm W, Foster, commanding post,

I desire to call your attention to t he subject of transportation.
None is provided for the return of these guerds and “aptain Read has to
provide fmrxkhaxratxmxxmfxixexx it as well as rations. ‘here was a guard
of over ?OO men came from Alton. It will make a very heavy item if
all is paid at this post. Those prisoners from Alton were in wretched

condltion,

L]

About fifty had to go to the hosnital at onem and without stopnint to

be accurate i should think eight or ten have died, more than usual for
two months. ifost of the deaths atthis post have been of those who @& me
heré to die, and would have died very soon anywheré,
very etc,
Wm, S, Pierson, Major Hoffmanis
“attalion, commanding.
P.s, I would like to hear what became of General Ba‘ron I have

forwrded some letters to him at Washington but do not know as he received

them., T am this &y in receipt of a bond for him to execute from

Yovernor Johnson of Tennessee, who requests his discharge etc,



Ylaves..prdsoners

War of “ebellion, Series I, Vol VII p 954

War Yepartment, Richmond, Va. November3o, 1862

General G.,T, Beauregard , commanding ,etc

General: The question as to theslaves taken in Federal uniform and with
arms in t heir hans as presented to you by the letter of brigadir-General
lercer of the 14th ins tant, andby you forwarded tot:his“epartment has been
considered in conference with the President.

“laves in flagrant rsbellion are subject to death by tﬁe laws of
every slmve-folding state, and did circumstances admit wl thout too great
d elays and military inconvenience m!ght be handedo er to the civil
tribunals for condemnation.

‘hey cannot be recognized in any way as soldiers subject to the rules of
war and to trial by m_litary courts; yet for e xample and to repress
any spirit of insubordination it is deemed essential that slaves in
armed insurrection should meet condign punishment.

Summary execution must therefore be inflicted on t hose taken, as wi th
the slaves referred to by Gsneral Mercer, under éircumstances ;ndicative
beyond doubt of actusl rebellion. ‘o guard however azaint the possible
gbuse of t his grave powser under the im ediate gxcifement of caﬁtur& or
through over-zmkx zeal on the part of subordinate of ficers it is
deemed judicious t het the disceretion of deciding and civing the
order of execution shouid be reposed in the general command ng the special
locality of t he capture,

You will therefore instruct Brigadiser -“eneral Wercer to exercise
this discretion of decisi on and summary execution in the case of Slaves
referred to by him and any others hersafter captured under like
circumstances., I am etc. James A, S eddon, secretury of sar, (Copy to

“enersl Fnrney,Mbbile, Ala, Yecember 13,1862, for his guidance)



Headquarters Department of Henrico, ‘ichmond, November 27,1862
“Yaptin Turner, commnanding C.S. Prisons.
dire¢ Y u will call upon yajor Grisw 14, “Yaptin Warner and
Yaptein hje xander to deliver to you all of the negro prisoners now 1n
their possession and give account of all t hat have bsen d sl vered to
them. You will pl ase attend toth!s immediately., “y order o

Yene-al Winder.
Wes, Winder, assistant Adjutant-Yeneral.

Headquarters District of %eorgia, “avannah,November 14,1862
Brigadier-uenergl Jordan, “hief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-Genemal
Charleston, S«C. General: I have thehonr to report the followinz facts
to the general commanding and begthat they may be referred to the
Secretary o “ar for his decision:

# rew days since Captain Brailsford , of the Lamar Rangers, landed
on ~aint Catherine!'s Island and while there encountered six negroes
in Federal uniforms with arms (muskets) intheir hends. Ceptain °,
killed two of them and captured the other four. One of t hese negroes
a boy named manuel, i1s now in the possession of Messrs b1ount & Dawson,
negro brokers in this c ty, for sale, to prevent which + have just
ordered one of txkham my officers to take him out of t heir hands and to
lodge him in jail t here to await the decision of ur, Randolph.

If I may be permitted to express an opinion upon the subject L most
earnes tly .requesttha: these negtoes be made an example of. They are
slaves taken with arms in hand against t heir masters and wearing
the abolition uniform, §&Some swift and terrible punishment should be
inflicted that their fellows may be deterred f rom following thelr

example., “his is by no means the first case that has arisen and I much
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fear that unless something be done to prevent similar outgages it w111
not be the last.

Eeeling assured that the commanding general will see the necessity
of spe edy action in the matter. 1. have etc.

H.W, Mercer, Br:gadier -General

comnand ing

Hdqrs Dept of South Carolina end georgia, “kaileston, Nav. 17,1862
‘he general instructions of the "“ar Department respectful“y'zequésted
for my guidance in such cases.

G.17, Beauregard,general commanding

“scondindorsems nt
Respectfully referred tot he President. “ith his ¢ oncurrence my
decision 1s that the negro be executed as an e xample,

J.A.S. Secretary of “ar,
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