i January 24, 1953
MT o P William-4rlt;

President, rant County PUD, (Ho. 2)

Wilson Creek, "ashington,

Voar Mp. Arit:

In view of the Urant County PuD's application for a permit
to construct a dam at Prlest Rapids, I am writing in behalf and at the
request of the Yanapum bamd of non-treaty Indians of Priest Rapidse

"o want it understood thet we are not interested nor involved in any
political matters of water and power policye I“ months past we have written
the Yrand county PUD District No., 2, without receiving reply. Now we believe
we should have a replys
the Wanapum Indians held the Columbila River from Yantage on the
north to rasco on the south, and adjoining sides of the river, when
Lewls and Clark, the explorers came through in 1805, They identified them
as the Sokulks, estimated at 3,000 persons.
Now therc are less than one dozen of these Y"anapums lefte *heir home
is and has been for manyyears, Priest Raplds, There they have maintained
their religlion, their culture and their graveyard. Now these are faced
with extinction, along with the la:t of therace,

Since these people did not war with the Unlted States ¥

ove nment,
they signed no treaty. They did not recognize Kamiakin, the Yakima
fiar chisf , a8 thelr leader or chief. He was of part Yakima and part
Pel ouse bloods They s peak a different language than the 14 tribes
that signed the Treaty of ¥alla ligl la, June 9, 1855, """hey were not
invited to that treaty.

The origin of their culture 1s on the island of P'Na across fram
the Priest Raplds dam site. It contains many large rock carvings.
%s are asking that we receive assuran ee that these be preserved in

event of any construction,

Tpeir home 18 at Prle t Rapids. The Wanapums ask that in event of



2

ovacuation, they be given lan. in their home ran:e on which to
locute thuiy mat houses, held tholr coremonials nd paoture thoip
horses
Thoir graveyard is ncar the Frieat Hapids dem site. They ask
mwotostion for this graveyard agsinst looting by any conc truction crovs
Oy porsons drawn to the cconc.

“ravas of sorw of the people, including tho last chief of the Vanapums
aro located ncar the river, upstream from the dam sito, i'hoya sk
protoction of these burial pluces of tlhe doade

The requests are made att hop chest of the leader and other head men
o £ tho last Vanapums, ruclk Hyah '-‘-’oot;, who points out that while othors
have suod the govornment, thesc people lave nover rosgtod to sulp

to gain that which, b - the white man's own laws, is ri htfully thoirs.

Yo sincerely ask that you wil givo the “anapums evory considoration
and rocognibion in your application, to provide for thoir well boing and

to pyotoct Ghome
Bingerely
Now ®ow Look
(Cylck Relander, a white man)

Bouto 5, box 146
Takinma, Yashingtone





