(Visalia)
headquarters department of t he Pacific
San ¥rancisco, Sept. 29, 1862
Respectfully referred to Colonel Pabbitt and Captain Kellogg who will
see that the troops at Owen's River and Visalia are properly supplied
for thwith . Such articles used for winter campaign(as gloves etc.)
odompd ny ObddadOaateabd080d40apdgddag as may be atthe Vancouver depot
will be sent to ‘aptain Goodman's/ campamy to the extent of supplying
that company. By order of Major:ubneral Wright. R.C. Drum, assistant
ad jutant gene al.
second indorsement Sept. 29, 1862
The gloves at Fort Vancouv er have all been sold at auction.
E.B.Bgbbitt, Peputy quartermaster
thitd indorsement
Subsistence Office

®gn Francisco,al. Sept. 30,1862

eessethere has been no deficienty in supplies at ®an Pedro or camp Latham.
4 few days since 20,000 rations were shipped to Visalia. No infarmation
has been received at this office giving the number of troops at those
points of elther command. Such data from of ficial source is es:sential

to m8es...Jn0. Kellogg, Captain md commissary of subsistence.

e Visalia, Oct 7, 1862
Colonel; Thave the honor to report that I_arrived at this place
~with one campany of cavalry (C,mpany D) Captain M.A. McLaughlin, on
yesterday having made thes trip from Uwen:s Big Lake over the mountains,
a distance of 120 miles in four days and one-half. The route is
almost an Iimpracticable one aml great credit is due to themen for
the r fortitude and forbearance making the trail without a murmer of
canplaints for thehills were on very precipitous--and the animals

So very week for want of grain , not having seen any for two monthse=
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énd without shoes on them, that they were compelled towlk about two-

ipds of thewgy , and that too, barefooted and naked, far many of them
were as destitute of shoes as they were the day theyw ere born, and had
no pantaloons except such as they had themselves made out of barley and
flour sacks, ':he woather was freezing cold, heavy frost every night and
on the 4th a heavy snow storm; still the men plOAAE0aGdPROAGEHEd&Ad plodded
on and stoad guard at n ght leaving the blood fram t heir feet upon the
rocks armd Snow . In this comnection allow me to say that I am grateful
to find that clothing is on the way for these troops, not only for their
sake but for te credit of the Governm nt that I have the honor toserve.

Uompany I, Uaptain Jones, under command of Major O'Neill will

be here in sbout one week by way of Keysville. I have the honor to report
further that before leaving Camp Indeperdence, Owengs River, I made
all necessary orders for the establishment of a one-campany military

ost at that place; that adobes weme being made and temporary buildings
putu p by the t roops; that six months supplies were laid in and everythiag
done tomake the company left to garrismm the post (Company G, Capte

T 4. Goodman) comfortable aml that all was quiet and harmonio s,
notwithstanding fears to the contrary stated in my last communication
on the subjecte.

ieorge S, Evans
Lt. Col. Second Yavalry Ccalif. Vo1. Comdg.

(B¢ Lt. Col. R.C. Drum, U.S. Army, 8ggistant #djut.%n. S.F. Cale
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(Visalia)
p. 139 Headquarters Owen's River Expedition
Camp Inedpendence,®al. S eptember 30, 1862,
Lieute. Cole R.C. Drum, U.S. Army, assistant adjutant gemeral San Fnancisco,
Colonel: Tre order directing me to proceed to Visa lia with two
companie s Second Cavalry Yalifornia Volunteers did not came to hand until
day before yesterday, the 28th. On yesterday, the 29th, I started the
command and will leave heme myself today and overtake them at the
Big Lake. fhe wagons will have to go by way of Yalker's Pass and
Keysville (the only wagan road} and that almost impassable) , but I
shall tmke one company fran the foot of the lake without wagons or
packs, the men taking rations in their haversacks, amd attempt to
travel straight across the mountains to Vi alia., I think that I can
reach Visalia in this way by the 6th or 7th of October, whilst it
warld take until the 1l4th or 15th to go around the road.Ifadopt this
cowrse for the reason that Doctor George informs me by private letter
thath there are wagons on the road from Stockton with stores for the
command, and it may not be safe to have them in the vicinity of
Visalia without troops to guard them. #gain, by going across the
mountains and getting into Visalia in the night, I may possibly catch
the notorious trailtor baker, who would be sure to know of my coming
and escape if I should go by the road. Respectfully,your obedient
G

servant. -“earge S, Evans, Lieut. Col. Second Cavalry california

volunteens, Comdge
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( Colvillos Hez Forece, Donatian fcta)

— Pps 158«60
Heudquertors District of Oregm,Fort Vancaiver, W.7. Oct. 86,1062
JeJe VoGilvra, Esge Uds. Abtorney for Washington ‘erritory, Walle Yalls
Sir: I have G0 aclmowledge the reception of your com unication of the
B7th ultino .I heve rot in any instrustions frem this of fico designod to
inerprot the lawe for any other Qepartment of the GCovermment but
the military. fny intorpotation which e civil officers .of the Govern-
ment may placs upon them is In thalr power to carry oute I did 1ot deem
it advieablo as @ mractical que "tion that the military should origine te
or institute roceedings in cortain imprccticable cases under the sct
of 13th February, 1862 1t is the firat duty of the military teo G efend
the frontiers. it should also, as far es it can, aid the civil %ggﬁgﬁs
# If you in tho dischurge of your duty choovse to ifustitute any proceedings

~ under the laws and if the marshal in cbeying the rmndate of the nt{gim-
trate can ot get a su’'ficient civil posse, and calls upon the nﬁ.litén'g
we are bound to assist hime This is the general rule. Any exceptions would
grow out of oxtraordingery circumstance « It wa reported to me by
the inhabitants that the con anding officer at Port Volville hed arrested
& white man in whont posse2s on liquor wao found, who was pa:saing through
\thw ceuntry of 8po ane. It bocane a (uostionwiether I 8 hould authorize
a coiflict with the Larritar 18] muthorities who had organized & county
andd exbtorded the iy laws over it. I know that Judie 038 Oliphant
had held court at Colville., I said to vajor Sumrill "as we do not
undertai:e to rovent the transit and mini g of the t-'lhitaé, it
1s idle to wevont liguord ing sont or sold to thome ‘he laws of the

]

Territory must jovern in thes: matters.” I meant by this perfect

~ gubmipsion tothe laws of the Ande If the laws of the Zarritory ere in
conflict with the lavs of Congress or the Cagnatitubion of the United
States, they are null and void sl are, in po nt af fact, no lawu,e

I did not drean of utting tie 8o laws superior to the laws of Cmgreaa;‘u.__
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1 have enjoined in the strongost terms the enfarc nent of the laws
against the salo of ligquaer to Indians and the destroying of iiquor
in tiw hards o thove wiv sell to thems Tho act of 1S5th fevruary
applies in that respect to the whole territory, loaving no groumd
to raive the quectioa of vhet is "Indian countrye" T have notified tho
comander that thoey (p 159 ) had this opinion instopping th» sals
of liquar ¢o I dians; to wake camplaint oither under the laws of
tl» Territory or unier the laws of Congress. My bbject #m this was

only to :méroaae tte chances of efficient actione Of course, if any comps

tent judicianl authority éecies that the laws of ths LTerritorys re null and

g

void, ar cannot be enforced for want of jurisdiction upon an Indian
reservation, nobedy would resort for gsuch purpeses to the Tervitorial
magintratonss It would s aon reasorable that thoOtdGed twhereve: tle
whites go in the Territory of Vashington they must carry v ththem
all the lmws of tholand for their own s«foty and protoctiona. 4nd this
brings ud to the @ in point at issuwe in t ide subjsct. Yo mst either
prevent the whites going in any way, except for mere transit , into

- that comntyy, or wo met auffor them to carry on the ordinary com.:m-ca

of the cauntry. The first step is tho falae step, TAOABALERInELOH

QR0 0 B30 B A6 BE6 O LRANI QROED | Bied 40 0

The gove nmont has an undoubted wight under the tro:ty to mrevent
settlin, on the llez Porce Yeservatione O, the 7th of July last I was
placsed in conand of & is dlstrict and what wa. then the s tate of
things? There were 10,000 or 16,000 people either on that reaservation
a beycnd 1t, compelled to look to Lewiston far supplies, I em not
informed whothey any branch of the “Yoverment attempted to revent

tho vhitos godn: ai ite ko minevs com enced going un it two yoaro agos

— Iimow of no call FOEONRD HOMABYOO upon the militery being nade %o

renove thoms I have boen notifdd by C,H. Hale, essqge superintendent
of Indian affaive for “ashing-@:on‘ex'ritwy s GLhat Lewistomand the
mining towns have e on “emcopted fron the striet provisions of the



‘ 3

the treaty by the Indimms themselvess I have not been informmed wiat wao
the exact date of said arrangement, but think it wao reds more than &
vear agoe Or course thisarrangemont encoragoed tie whites to continue
to enter the counbry. Lewiston ssems an absolute necesaity as & depot
of supplies to the lhrge mining populetion. P1 rence ® also on the
liez Perce Mevervatiom. lavirg admitted the i possittlity of keopng the
miners in search of gold fran the't country, it seems but natural and '
expedient to a@fdéh lot all trede which follows be rogulated by the laws
‘s comares far all the wante of the peo le in the neturs of things
will inevitably exist tie remaining mectiocal question 1s, whether it
shall be vholly wwegulated , or shall tho laws of the Territory be
parmitted to cohtrol and rectrdn ite

You, as & law officer of the Governmont, should te ready to construe
with telorance all actio of tle nilitary hevirg for %o purpose
to leave the peonle in the enjoyment of the laws amd of olvil
goorment « Unless the neceasity is iz'reéﬁible, the -4litary ahou}s}-:_;_._
leave tlp vhites to tieir own sell gow rnuont, '!.Eﬂ.liim'y fulo is aimyg;
odiouge It 46 for this reamson 1would not wish to storm the ‘
formation of counties whore the whitos ere sui'fered fo goe. & move
fearful reapo sivility than an I;,c;.tan war m.ght £ ollow eny other courseld
on thopert of the military suthorities. #s to the Uplville country, the
donation act was in operation up to the lat of December, 1865, and whites
wore invited wdior it inte tha regioms “y an act of Congroese
of 17th of July, 1864, and by the act of 89th of May, 1858, ali the provée
isjona of tids donation net ware extonded to the country oast of
the cascado Mountains (see Brightly's Digest pp 576 ardll0s,) By
an arder dated the 3lst of Ustober, 1858, isauedby "_‘eneral Harney, then
, commanding tle Department of Opmegon, it was directed:

As 1t appahra thet citizgens are wovented from locating near sane
of themilitaery posts in this depariment, the general com anding
directs timt herafter overy encoursgemont ‘w:!.ll b given them to do s,
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brovided no i.fringeoment is radoe upon either the M litary or Indian
resorvatione £ 160, p

Uhon I eone ;o Oreapon in 1862 ths I_disn title had not teen
extingulishod af ﬂalem,, the very geat of governnent, the Y“enate having
refuned to ratify the treatiens iy attempt wars rede biip, Yar-4sh an
Indian ae nt to revent the introd ction of liguar at Smlem far eale to
the whites, “o ehicf justice of Oregon *erritory,then embracing
Vaahington ""'em'itory ( think it wa« Judge williams) decided that the
Indian dn.orcourac act of 1834 vme not applicable thore in r «aspect to the
introductlo of liquor for sale tothe white s, Thea et of tho Sth of
June, 1850 extended the Indier in ersowrse act 'so far aa applicuble" over
Oregon Territory. But he arguwed tha ¢ Corgreus having by the doretion o
act invited the sotilemont of the cantry by tie whites, thet
porsion of the intercours: law was not ap licebla. It ia certain
that the preomption law doss nct auth orize settlerents whore
the Indiantitie had not besn extinguishede Bup it is unfortunately too
true that the whole early settlement of t his country, both before and after
the oriuniasing of a “erritorial gove mwnt ami the passsgs of the donation
aét, wan in ubter neglect of the Indien title. I larent this stase.of
things, end i'now thet it probo ly caused the former I.dien vars am
nay cause anothors I have instructed themilitary com anders to protect
the Indians inthe nost efficient manner, to ths oxtent of their povroy ,
from all aggrossimn and violence and fram all encroachent on & hoip
graszing arxd apgrichltural lands, Our Indian reletions in theip priesent
attitude, are mwt acco din & o my wishos. Far from 1te Loy grev out

of the policy of the Yove-mment in stimulating the oarly settlemonts of
this country and are aluo due to the gold mineas and the irreatible
spread of tho whites in the search far gold,

I night here close,ut I shall add a fev words as to ny porsonal
history, In the apring of 1853 I was captain, Fourth Infantry and brevet
major In comdnd at Fart Palles, I declared the country east of the
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“ascadus Mountaing not open for settlements I sought rcpeatedly
from the Hoverment, in the most earnest manner, & decisiona s to
whether that was not ¢ e Ipdian cantry under the act of 1834.'-
he a ct says thet the President shall when o thinks proper, omer the

i

exacutian of said act. I never got any decid onf ram ¥ashingtme
I wmeo not sustaimed, The anly effect of my movament was the passege of
ths act of 1Vth of July, 185¢, extending ell of t he land laws east
of the cascads lountaine. Majar I.ugenbéel says he repeatoedly sought fyom
higher authority and fram ¥ashington a decial on asto whethar the country
arcowrd Fart Colvilie, whore he then can arded, waos the Iidian country,
but he never received & replys ly instructiong to Major Rinearson,
commanding et Camp lapwai, have received the approw l of my imiediste
caraxier Yenoral George Wright at San Ypancisco, cormanding the Departe
ment of tho Pacific. ¥ shall nost cheorfully obey any arders on t hio subg
Ject which I shallroceive fram higle r autaority. I desire to add ,alaeo
that I hoe felt a strong personal interest in the ez Porce I,dlans
irom the ir ovidenccs of dawning ecivilizetion and their past unvavering
attachment to ouwr people eand adhesim to ouwr Govermment AAAAAW a@a08
anldast every temptation, thoy have rerited not anly juatice but the
Rigoeadlc lkdndest @i nd ¢ @no-ous trestment at ouwr hamd 8¢ It 8
melancholy to r< flect that the march of evente should have caused them
to have% recolvod such rogh ueage and %o ha®® be placed in a pom.tiﬁﬁ
80 trying to their loyaltye I hope they will lock favarably upon the
recent offer of Corgress to purchase a porticn orthe whole of the
' roservatiane I am sir, etv,

e Blvord
BrigadierGeneme 1 V.3, Volunteers, Caranding District.
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Box Lider,Utah Yer, July 50’ 171:.63

Camrzdmc.t}) &

.S. at Fort Boise 4nd in the

/

Officer commanding the Troops of t he U

s

Shake tiver Countrv.

4 treaty of peace wags this day concluled atthis place by ceneral

Connor and myself with the bands o t he Shoshones of which

Pocatello, San Pitch and Sagwich ave the priveipalchiefs, This

information is glven that t hese Shoshones may not be injured when met

by the troops, if they a'e at the time behaving themselves well,

4 treaty of pe:ce has also been entered into at Yort Bridger with

other bamds of the Shoshones and i t isujderstood that all of that nation

are at peace with the U.S. and are under s pledge to remain friendly.

James Dyane Doty,

i
( commarder am govirnor of Utah ‘erritory.
S’

Camp 1o 67 on “wyhee River, Oct 11, 1863, &

Sir: .e.arrived here yeslerday in tolerably fair condition. Since

le aving Bruneau the feed for animahs has b 6n very scarce in consequence

of whibh our stock is considerably reduc d. I found baptain Mason

encamped here with his companyy,iin charge of additional supplies

receiv d from Yort Poise for my command. I shall remain here only =m--

days and againre sume the march,

Ma jor Rinearson leaves here today to assume comrand of Fort Poise,

L

I have kept scouting parties out during the mrch frum Bruneau river but

have succeeded in finding no Indians, Very re pectfully , etc.

R.T. Maury

\“Colonel, First bavalry Yregon Volunteers, comrand ing

(Acting 4ssistant AdJthant General headquar ters letrlct of Ure

¥ort Vancouver, Wor.)
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Along this whole route good water and grass are found, which well , ”

compensates for t he difference in the length of t he road. Fearing ( f
o that forage fram San Pedro would not arrive in time, I had caused
forage to be gathered at Walker's Pass, amd as the train pacssed
down Kern River Valley sufficient was collected to fumish them through
to the reservation. I am satisfied that had I crossed the desert many
lives would have been lost from want of water, and that great suffering
at least has been avoided by the route through ¥alker's f"asin. 0,
the evening of July 17, wh le encamped at Hot Spri: gs Valley, three
miles from Keysville, on the lef t bank of Kern River, I md the honor
to receive your letter of instructions dated July 9, 1863, relative
to the removal of the troops from “amp Irdependerncc and also S cial
Orders }IO. 162 relative to the abandomment of Camp ‘Independence.

On the morning of July 18 I placed Captain Ngble in command of the
_axpedition end accompanied by Captain Ropes and one man started

——

back to Camp Independence where I arrived on tie 2lst of July; distance,
supposed about 150 miles, Captain NOble after having delivered the
“Indians over to the Indian superintendent will go on to Fort Tejon
with the detachment belonging to his company. The train willr eturn vi: a
Kern River , escorted by the detachment of Company G, which is ordered
to encamp opposite the mouth of the Kelsey Canon, on the South Fork of
bern River, Mre Banz-zing's teams are en route tc this camp with barley
which I have ordered tobe; distributed along the ronte. I intend to
employ these teams on their re turn trip to carry what loads they can to
___ Degdad """ejom » and hope that with these (Banning's) teams and the
Government teams to be able to furnish sufficiant transportation for

all movable property at this carp, and to distribute it at the s ame time

here it maybe needed.
Hoping that my course may meet with your approval, I have the honor
to be, veryr espectfully, your obedient servant,.
M.A. Mclaughlin
Captain Company D, Secord Cavalry califarnia Yols. Comig,
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Fort Tejon Camp Babbitt
Headquarter s Yepartment of the Pacific
San Franciswm ,Cal.®ept. 9,1863
Lieut.Col."illiam Jones, *econd Cavalry California Volunteers

Semaahd TagalepfaBabhi¥bluntesrs
Commanding Camp Baboitt, near Vis aliajCal,

Sip. Representation has b en megle that the I, dians in or near
Owen's Rj.ver Valley mve again attacked the various minirng
and agricultural settlements. hould these statements prove
true, the general comranding desires you to nmake such disposition
of the I orceunder your command as will secure protection to
the persoms and property of the settlers. You will confer with
Captain lMc*aughlin, comnanding at ¥ort Tejon, on this subject and
request his cooperati on should you deem it necessary

K.c. Drunm

Assistant Adjutant-General
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"~ Fort RETejon

¥ort Tejon,%al. “ugust(Peptember) 3,1863
Lisute¥illiam Forry,act. asst. adjt. gen.calif.volunteers, Southern
District of California, “amp Dyum
Lieutenant: I beg leave respectfully to state that by telegram

received today, dated “an Francisco,Cal. August 31,1863 and signed Col.
R.C. Drum, assistant ad jutant-general, U.S. Army, I am informed that
Fort Tejon is in Lieutenant-Yolonel Curtis' district., T have the honor
therefore to report for the irf ormation of t he colonel commanding that
in obedience to instructions da & headquarters Depar tment of the Pacific
July 9 and extract Np. 1 of Special orders Né. V0 167, dated July 10,
1863, Compani es D @n00 E and G, econd Cavalry California Yolunteers L//
left Gamp Independencs, Owenos Rivarp Valley on the morning of the 6th

~of July 1863, en route fe Fort Tejon,ual. The c ommand arrived at Walker !'s
Pass on the 10th of “ugust » Where finding less forage than calculated
upon, Companies D.E. and their transportation werse obliged to go by way
of Kern Miver,Hot Springs Valley, %alker's Basin, “gag “gua Caliente, &
the Pinks of ‘ejon, Sebastian Reservation and Canada de las Uvas,
arriving at Fort Tejon on the 17th o #ugust. lime occupied, eleven
mar hing days, having remained at Hot bprings Valley one day for
repairs; distance traveled about 250 miles. The r ou ‘e fran Walker's
Basin to Agua Caliente, a distance of about 12 miles, is almost
impr: cticable for wagons, which were lowsreddown the mountains by means

™ of ropes. Company G, Second C‘avalr'y California Volunteers, Captain Ropes
commanding, is according to the instructions above referred to
~ncamped upon the §outh Fork of Kern River about three days march

(- ithout wagons) from p. 604

Foart Yejon. Lhe company has rations until October 1, 1863. 0, my

arrival at Fort Yejon, ®ugust 17 »1863, I immediately & ssumed command
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and in obedience to instructions from headquarters Department of the
Pacific dated *‘ugust, 1863, I ordered Canpany E, Secord t‘avalry

Ca lifornisa v

olunteers commanded by Cap ain Noble to report to Lieute
Col. "illiam Jones, Second Cavalry California Volunteers at Camp
Babbitt near visalia; Company E therefore left t his post o the 18th
on its way to Camp Pabbitt acc mpanied by Lieutenant “aper ami party.
I would respectfully state that the comiand stationed here is
insufficient to perform the service required; that there are nine
general prisoners here(vide return) either in arrest or confinement,
against whom charges have been preferred armd forwarded to headquarters
Yepar tment ofthe Pacific; that a guard is required at the Indian
reservation situated about twenty-five miles from the post; also that
it is intended to occupy this post during the winter; many very
necessary repairs are needed, and fuel and forage should be provided.
~In conclusion I wish to be permitted to s tate that your letter of July
20, 1863,dire cting me to report to your headquarters upon my
reoccupation of Fort Tejon, wa: rec:eived by me at Camp Independence
and was consequently of no farce. Yet, vpon my arrival at Fort Tejon
had I been oertain that I was in the district comanded by Lieutenant
“olonel C‘:rtis, I would ha wreported without any order to that effect.
I hope this will be deemed sufficie nt apology and explanation to

the colonel comanding fp this tardy and imperfect report.

Respt. et c.

M.4. McLaughlin

Captain Secord L'avalry cal.'ols. Comidge
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Visslia. Owen's Valley.
P, 617

Camp Babbitt

Yisa1ia,Cal.Sept. 13,1863

Col. R.C. Drum, “sst. “djut.Gen.Dept « of the Pacific,%an Francisco.

Sir:I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
communication of the 9th in ® ference to reported attacks o Indians
upon the p 618
mining and agricultural settlements in or near Owen's Hiver
Valley. I have had no inf omation in regard to the mat ter, only
what was obtained through San Francisco papers. ILieutenant Barker
arrived at this camp tAPoO from Fort Tejon last evening. There had
no informati on reached that p st up to the time of hs leaving/ in
regard to Indian hostilities. I was of the opinion that it was
injudicious in a military point of view to abandon Camp Independence
before the coming spring, when it could be donse with safety to the
miner and settler. The pre sence of troops at this post would
induce settlers to that valley who will not go on account of military
protection being withdrawn, which in a few months I would suggest
should the runor of hostilities prove true,as a pre cautionary
measure, that Camp I deperdence should be reoccupied by Company
a5 Qe cond Cavalry Lalifornia Yolunteers. I will give all the
information possible and communicate it to you as early as
possible,

m, Jones

Lieutenant Colonsel wecornd GaValry California voEs. COmdg. Camp.

»r
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Fort Tejons Mclaughlin.

P.658
Fort Tejon,Cal.Oct.27,1863

Maj.E. Sparrow Purdy, U.S. Army,

Asst. 8djt. “en.Hdgrs. Dept. of the Pacific,S.m. Cals

Major: I have the hona t o acknowledge the receipt of your letter

of ins tructi ons dated headquarters Department of the Pacific,ban

Francisco, Oct. 1,1863 and v g leave to state for the information

of the general commanding the department that no issue of commissary

storesehave been made to I dians by my order or of my knowledge since
were

they ¥xwe turned over to the Indian authorities at the Sebastian
Reserve., I lmve the honor etc.

Captain,Seccnd Cavalry,california Volunteers Commanding

Fort Tejon,“al.Oct. 27,1863
Maj.E. Sparrow/purdy,l’.S. Army
Asst.#djt. Gen. Hdgrs. Yept. of the Pacific,S.r. Cal.
Major: I have the honar to transmit herewith ,for the inform tion
of the general commarding, copy of Superintendent Wentworth's
letter addressed to me and in reply to your letter of
instructions of October 18, 1863, I beg leave to state that the
Indians have bsesen encamped near this pwt since about the 3d
of the present monthe. The I dians do not interfer with the commang,

ard are sufficiently near for the proper supervision . I hae the

honor etc/
M.4. McLaughlin
gaptain, Second Cavalry califormia Yolunteers bommanding
- E1 Tejon,Sept. 30, 1863

Uapt. MeA. McLaughlin, ccommanding Fort Tejon
Captain: I accept your offer of to-day to receive the Owen's

River Indians at Yort Tejon, as I deem their longer stay at this
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hazardous in the extreme to both life and proper ty, and will make
arrangements to have them rationed at that place through my
supervisior with such provision as the limited means placed at my
disposal by Govermment will admit of.
Very re pectfully, your obedient servant
Jno.?.H., Wentwor th

Superintendent, Indian #ffairs, Southern District of California.
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Visalia-Tulare county Owen:s River
P. 662 Headquar ters Department of the Pacific

San Francisco,Cal. November 5,1863
G.W. Bailey
Sheriff of Mono County armd others
Gentlemens: I mve the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a petition
signed by citizens of Mono County,the northern portion of Tulare |
County,Cal. ard of Esmeralda County,l\Tev.Ter. requesting me to
establish a military post at some point on Owen's 'liver , near
the crossing, and, if practifable, in the neighl’:orhood of the
Bishop's Cresk Valley. It is my desire toafford every protection
within my power to P.663
the loyal citizens of your district, and as soon as the organization
of the companies of Nevada cavalry is completed amd they a® preparsed
for service, I will post one of them in the Owen's River Valley.
You must bear in mind gent@emen tim t IThave a great many urgent
calls for troops to protect our hargy pilonsers against Indians and
a very small number of soldiers to meet all these pressing calls, add
besides looking after Indians within our borders, and tote péY
prepared to meet foes fram without. Notwithstanding my embarrassments
I will do all I can for you. Permit me to suggest to the loyal
citizens of your district fédd the propriety of organizing
volunteer campanies either in Calife nia or Nevada. Such canpanies
when composed of loyal ard true men arnd a ccepted by their uovernor
can obtain arms from the Government. Sych organizations are
indispensable for the protection of the people, more especially in
the se times,when the Government of the United States is straining every
nerve and using all its means to crush an unholy rebellion.
Wi th great re pect, I am , gentlemen, yowr obsedient servant.
G. Wright
Brigadier Genseral, U.S. Army,Commanding
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P.S.--Tn my suggestions relative to forming volunteer

canpanies I refer to State militia organizations, not for muster
into the service of the United States, b ut always ready to defend
their own firesides and uphold the Constitution, the laws, and the

Unione

G"N.
Hdgrs. Department of the Pacific
Special O:;ders San Francisco,Cal. Nov. 6,1863
NO. 251

Lieut.Col. Yilliam Jones, 8econd Gavalry Cglifornia Voluntesers,
will on receipt of this order turn over the command of the troops at
camp Babbitt,Viaa]ia, to the officer next in rank, and proceed to
Camp Douglasnear Salt Iake gity, Utah ter. amd repart to Brig.
UGen.P. Edward Connor for duty. He will report first at Pan Francisco
to be mustered in as colonel. The quartermaster's department will
furnish the necegsary transportation. s
By order of Brigadier-Generd Wiight

E% Sparrow Purdy

Assistant Adjutant-Ggneral,
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Hdqrs. Department of t he Pacific
P.696 |

San Francisco,%al. December 12,1863
Special Orders

No. 277
2% 2% % 2

3-Company B(Schmidt's)®econd Infantry California Yolunteers
will proceed to and take post at Fort Tejon., Qn its arrival the
present garrison of Fort Tejon (Companies D and Y Second California
Yolunteers) will proceed to Camp Babbitt near Visalia,lal,

4-0 the arrival at Yamp Baobitt of the companies last named in
the above paragrgph the company of infantry at that camp (G ®econd
Infantry Calif arn ia Volunteers) will proceed to and take post at
Fort Miller.

3 %* 3

s
b

by order of Brigadier-General Unights
Richd. ¢. Drum

Assistant Adjutant-Genera 1

San Francisco , December 12,1863
Capt.W.,G. Morris

Assistant Quartermaster
(Via Los Angeles,Cal,)
4 company of infantry is ordercd to Fort Tejon , aml the cavalry
wit hdrawn.
R.C. Dprum

dssistant “djutant-General

Pe 699 .
Fort Tejon,cal.ec. 16,1863

—  Col. E.C. Drum,U.S. Army, assistant &djutant general,®an Francisco,Cal,
Colonel:I beg leave to state that according t o your instructions I

left this post about the 23rd day of November, 1863, and proceeded
L as far as Bishop Creek, Owen's River Valley, about fi¥ty miles above
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Camp INndepandence. Thevalley is fast filling up with settlers and
miners, and no fear 1s entertained of I;dians as far up as Pishop's
Creek,which is the highest settlement in the valley.There 806 the
people are very uneasy, am fear to travel to and from Aurora,
from vwhencse the ir Supplies are o tained. T would therefore respectfully
recom end that so soon as the grass is sufficiently good that g force
be sent into the valley to be stationed be tween Bishop Creek am
Ausora > Where the greater portion of t he Indians supposed to e now
in the valley are congregated. ‘he weather in the valley is very
cold, and the trip was very severe, being obliged to Sleep i n the
open aire T he troops stationed on fern River I ordered to Fort Tejon

Basin, Forage necessary for

where they arrived to-day via Yalker's
the lorses belonging to both companies I do riot believe can be
obtained at this post.
Ve“y respectfully, vour obedient servant
M.A. McLaughlin

Captain, “econd Cavalry Californ ia Volunteers, Commanding.

P. 701
Fort Tejon,Cal.

Vec. 17,1863
General Opders

No. 21

On account of the temjcrary absence of the undersigned, the
command of t his post will devolve on Capt. James M, Ropes, Second
Cavalry California Volunteers
By order M.A. McLaughlin

Captain “econd Cavalry California Volunteers





