Missionaries-Indiars

Massacres

“no o t ho most affecting seenes tha t nhas ever been witin owr
pre ince towitness took place last :ridny on the arrival o the
Steamer frem below at out wharf. Itbrouughth ome again Idniéﬂd
lasho s firet bera,

The meoting betwsen this child of plemer birth amd e *“1mothy

of bibli:al cognomen and barbarous birth formed the socens.

Tpe subject of eur sketoh is Mrs. “arrenwho Was bern Nove 16,
1837 and 18 & daughter of Kev. Spaulding who eresscd the plains in
campany with Dr. Whitman in the year 1836, Nrs. "arner smether and
Mrs.Dre Whitman were the first two shitewomen who ever crossed
the Recky range. The party came into this section of t he wilderness
and €ter remaining a shat time divided cempany, Rev, Spaulding
remaining at Lapwai ad Dre "hitmen procesding w “glla VWalla
where what 18 known as the Whitman mission wes established.

4¢ Lapwai Rev. Spaulding seon gained the oconf jdence of the
Indimas andmade many cenverts to t he ohristisn religiomani tciay hi
good wrks shine ferth 1ike stars...’t “alla Walla ;r.

% 1tman established a school in cenneoticn with his missiary
work and all went well for adecade of years.

Spout this ¢t ime the subject of our sketch hmd growm from the
matling babe ef '37 te within a few steps of budding wamanhood
and it was deemed best by her parents to s end her to ths Whitman
school at ¥alla ¥alla wither she was sent at the age of nine
years just prier to the megjorable and blood curdling
massacre at that place.

Mps. Warren has & distinct recolleetions of all the scenes eof
fint herrinle butchery amd r elates them in d etail as though they
wore Wf ogcurence within the past few days. Sne gees on to relate



that wesnthe massaore ooccured some sixty emmigrants had j ust
arrived fran acress the plaims,

a¥l the men at the mission wers killed, net eme
escaping . *hs women amd children were taken prisoners with the
exceptien cf lirg o Dre ¥hitman who was murderedbecaus @
of the intense feellng ef the Indma a gainst her husband/
The prisamers wercheld in ocaptivity fer s ae three weeks by the
Indians living upm such gare as thoss inhumane red devils would
allow them,

Under such circumstanc athese poor women and children mourned the

loss o« husbands, fathars ani rothers and none near te cemfart them

but the unfeeling red devils whohai ruthlessly murdered thm e who
had loved and cared fer them and to cbetter t008 whose fertunes
had censented te leavehappy homes and come te this wesbtern
wi lderness,

4% the expiratien of thre weeks f the mest intense bodily and
noﬁtnl suffering te se poor oapkives were rescued am none
too soon te saw many of the littles ene s fram death by exposure
and 111 treatment by their brutal eapters. Cel. Ogden,then chief
in command ef the Hudsa Bay campany went to the rescue of the
prisomdrs ani by paying a ransam susceeded in gaining the liberty
€ all o them except ¥1iza Spaulding who owes her liberty te

the Indiam whem shs cams bere to visit and anotherwho
took his departure fer the haj py hunting ground,

Eliza's father andmother,who were then at Iapwai hearing of the
massaore at “hitman mission ami being in fear fe their
daughter 's fate consulted with Yimothy and “agle who were but toeo
+ 11041 atps Talasindl (@ the |GRI1E% Pheyasoerdingly tarhed
immediately fer the Misasian but m arriviing they they found that the

Indians wre unw lling to let Eliza ge with them. lMrs, “arren
renembers low Timothy plead with her capters far her release and



when she would cry b would take her hanidke chief,
wipe the tears fram her syes and say toh er in the Indiantengue,
“pever mind, peor child, I w1l take you te your father and
;othor." These two chiefs finally succeeded in securing
Eliza s release and seemed almost everjoyed whenthey
were ;co fairly oen the trial, berself on the back ef a eayuse
homsward bound whe » they arrived same three days subsequent,
4 Pow years mpfiter this eccurence fev, Spaulding with
his femily remowd to Brownsville, Linn county Orega where he
spent the afterneen and everng of a useful life and the setting sun
threw back & smile upon his finished work as the spirit toek
its flight.
Mprs, “arren has not® con back te visit the scemes ef her
childhoed since leaving Iapwal thirty s ven years ggoe
Although she dees net look to be more than 26 years o age. e
is indeed an extraordinsry weman,both in the p int efmemery,
educationa nd gneral infa mstien.S he 1aft her home in Brewnsville
for the sole purposs ef seeing onocé more ths good eld "fnjun"
who rescusd h or indays gone by from ha: oaptivity nmé the "
wavagew.
“he telegraphed te Hone JohnSiloett before leaving heme te infer
Timothy ef her coming. *his wasdene and we never witnessed a more
anxious waiting than that eof the Indian. The meeting of ti»
prties was verya ffecting. ""hey were driven to the Raymond
Hous o fer the purpese o« having an in erview but ewing to t he
1ady's hawing forgotten the langmge she imd leaned in her
ul&hood, in the persen of Joseph Shistler, a!ter which many
reminisesnces wvBSdliN were broupht .ur...
‘he most interesting feature efher visit te Idaho was ler visit
=] ltta agoency vhere she f 10 found many things which brought vi vidly
to her mind the scenes ofher childhood.“he visited the house where



whe was born. It 1 oked change in its exterier
appearance and ths swrounding upon the
inside was-the sam® old adobe chimney and upon the hearth sat
an old Indian putting fuel onthe Blaze started in the fireplace,
He was the same person she had left in almest the same positien
57 years before --a deaf and dumb Indian whe »a de his home in her
father's house and made hi elf useful to her mother by
roold.né the cradle of the first boern of Idshe but t hen Oregen,
#¢ the entrance of Mrs., Warren the poor mute rese up slowly
and looked at her far & mement and showed allthe jey
that such persons oan by their feeling . He wolddadld wauld
mke signs and motiens tlmtthewse whe were present could understand
to convey the idea that he lmd »1d her in his arms whenshe ms
a littles babe, '
Many eld Indiansat the agency recegnizedlirs, “arren and wenld
®@ll her “liza the moment tlsy saw her..
Idahe ©xe-April, 1886,



Indians Geld

The Herald 1is in receipt of a letter from George Coates
dated Deming, New Mexice, May 8, which speaks of the killing by Apaches
of a Yakima man and the weunding of another, Ceates left Yakima in Avril
and while on a prespecting tour his party encountered and had a brush
withthe White Mountain tribe of the Apaches whe were on the war path.
Adam J. Schenerman, who wgs formerly employed on the Moxee ranch, Yakima
was shot in the back and neck., Two white men and several Indians
were ki'led in another skirm&sh., He was abeut 40 years eld and had a
brewn beard and a scar under the right eye. Tn his peckets were found
two letters, one dated April 3, signed by Jes. Malker and the other
dated March 18 and signed by Wslliam Spencer. Beth were addressed to
Frank Gaery. He was buried in the mountains,He was sunnesed te be from

Yakima, Yakima Herald, North Yakima, May 4, 1889,



Indians

Gen, William Selby Harney, the oldest officer in theU.S.
army died in Flerida May 9, Gen, Harney was a gallant officer and
served with distinction through the Mexican war, the war of the
rebellien and several Indian wars, He was nlaced in command of the
department of Oregen in 1858 and the fellewing vear tnok pessession
ef the San Juan Island near Vancouver ever which a disrute eccured
with Great Britain, Gen, Harney was bern in the vear 1800--
Yakima Herald, May 4, 1889, North Ya'ima, W,T.



Indians

It will be rememberdd by the readers of the Herald that early
Shuerman

this year the report was received that Adam ShesRai, formerly in the
employe of the Moxee company, was killed by the Apache Indians while
working on a cow ranch in Arizona, Shuerman turned up at this place
recently, hale and hezrty, and with the exception of a gunshot wound
in his neck, none the worse for his experience, He had a close call
and his rartner was “illed and roasted, but he finally managed to
pull through, . Shuerman wants no more of Arizona life and

savg that Washingtn is good enough for him,--Yakima Herald,

Oct 3, 1889,



Yakima History

Early in the fall of 1855 the Indians on the northwest coast began
a series of depredations in the sparsely settled megions of Oregon and
Washington territory, and became so bold in ther devilty as to make 1g£fe
ai1mnst unbearable to t-e rioneer frontiersmen,

Matters re ched such a crisis about the middle of October of
that ye:r that Covernor george L. Curry of Oregon determined to trv and
subdue the s-vage cohorts and tn this end made a call for vo'unteers.

A large force , considering tre population at that time,
immediately resronded and ninety-three of us from Clackamas county
enrolled our names under Captain James K. Kelly, company C,
1st “egiment, Oregon ilitia volunteers.,

On October 16, 1885 , we started to the front arriving
at the end of four days at The Dalles, Crossing the Colurbia river at &
that point we made camp six miles to the north where we were informed
it was necessary to elect a captain as James . Kelley had been promoted
to colonelcy. Samuel B, Stafford was ele ted our cavtain and
Charles Cutting was chrsen flagbearer, The other officers were D.B.
Hannah, first lieutenant and James A. P-wnell, second lieutenant.

All prelimin-ries being comrleted we then took to the field,
arriving in: the Klickitat valley November 6. We had seen no fresh meat
since leyving "ortland and the killing of a fine fat cow by one of
our compnany w=s hailed with delight by all., The Klickitat was then a
veritable naradise for the few stock runnirg at large, the ~rass being
over six fee®t tall and veryv dense. Striking camp next day we crossed
the Simcoe mountains and came into the beautiful Simcoe valley,
now embraced in the Yakima re-ervation,

On Wovember © we made out way to a gap in the hills through which
flows the Yakima river, then known as "Two Buttes," Here the first
active engggements of our camvpaign ag nst the wily and wicket

children of the forest occured, Our advance guard consisted of comnanie



commanded by b

aptains Cornelius,Hembrie and Bennett, who drove the
Irdians from their ambush in the brush along the river, The s.vares
numbered ,bout 300 and were disnosed to be ugly. Being driven from the
valgéegy they entrenched themselves in their rude fortifications

upnon the buttes, A howitzer was used in our first attemnts to dislodge
them but the shnts fell short and a charge was made upon the enemy by
the commands under Najor Hallor and Capt. Augur, assisted by the

corps of volunteers, who charged up the rugged face of the mountain
forcing the Indians from their position and compelling them to flee
Jown the oprosite side of .the butte in hnt haste,

Finding that the whites were determined to force the fighting ,
at short range if nossible, the Indians made no effort to assist in
the culmination and kept at a safe distance out of range.

Trat night we camped at the base of the buttes near the river and
the first dawn of the next day disclosed the unwelcomed sign of
numerous .Indians lurking sbout from rlace to ~lace on ton of the butte
and. to emnhasie their resence they occasionally sent a strav bullet
into our camp,

An order was at once given to drive them from their vantage ground,
apd our command separated, one com any going up the face of the +ill and
tte remainder coming through the canyon between the two buttes. Just as
we re ched the north side an Indian on horseback came a breakneck speed
around the bluff, within fifty yards of us and as he p-ssed, Lieut.
D.B. Hannah jumped from his hnrse and , taking good aim with %is
rifle, made an angle of th:t noble red man in less time than
it takes to tell it,

It was near the same place on the side of the mountain that I made
the first noteh in my trustv rifle by swelling the number of good

Indians in the hanrny bunting ground. A party of us went out, contrary
to orders, tosee if we could have a 7ittle fun and reduce the

number of our foes at the same time. Going to the top of the mountainsg



‘%
we were greatly anoyed by an Indian who from theshelter of a larege
rock in the gulcy below us, wa- trving to rlay a hand in our game.
Ee would step nut in full view and fire at us and befor = we could brig
bring to bear on him We was safely ensconsed behind his natural
breastworks, Watching mv opvrortunity I sli red away from the crowd
and rapidiy made mv —av arpund the hill, out of sight of the nesky
redskin,., Un-usrici~us of danger he stenned out to try another shont
at my comrads but b fore he could get *is gun in position I let him haave
one in the ribs and throwing his arms gbove his head #nd with a wild
yell he gently p=ssed into the spirit land. Years after his skull
wes found by L.H. Adkins, who died recently at Y&RM" Yakima city,
and is now among h s c@® collection of curios. Having run the "ndians
from the hills we started on tre 10th of M.vember to follow them up
the Ahtanum valley, and , in companv with Jnseph Buff and an Indian
'guide known as Cut-mouth John, I sengrated from the main body
in our com and and started around the mountain,
We had not nroceeded a great distance w en our Umatilla guide called
our attention to an Indian who was coming full tilt in our direction.
The Siwash rode directly toward us and as I pulled the trigeger 6f

-~
H

my gun the Yorse rode gave a sudden snring, throwing the muzzle
of my gun in the alr where it was discharged.

Mr, Indian came up within a few feet of me, snarning an old brass
HFudson *ay Comrany's revolver about two feet long right at me-
but the weapon failed to go off. By this time mv camuse had dis]odged
me and our dusky foe went whizzing by, followed by myv sad’'le animal
and Cut Wouth John, close behind., Our guide was riding a good horse
and soon overtook the fleeing savage., "lacing the muzzle of
his gun 9 'rectly between the shoulders of the Indian our J-hn pulled
the trikper ~nd blew a hole in that redskin that a cat could crawl
through., Twentv_.seven vears after the events recorded, T met Cut’outh &ohn

in Pendleton, Ore. 7nd we had a great wah-way about our camvaign in the



Yakima valley,

Catching my own and the Indian's horse, and allowing Cut wash
Mouth to denude the Indian of his scaln,we returned to the com and.

Our next stop was within two m les of the Catholic Mission, Several
of our men, myself among the number, went un to the old mission and
arriving there we found that some one had §"d83dA3&d8d preceded us.

A lot of devilment had been done, by wom it was never a=certained, and
the plgee was deserted, Cand]es, crucifixes, heads and other Romish
emblems were scattered in ruthless chaos all arnund and ®andal hands
had wor¥ed irreparablc injury t9 beautiful paintings and other
bric-a-brac.

& serious effort was made by our officers to discover the authors
of these impinus outrages and it would have fzred badly with the
offenders had them been discovere?, We found about a ton of flour and
a lot of Aried camas and berries cached away, and as we were then on half
rations , these came in very gratefully to the Webfoot bnys who had
learned to eat that sort of grub before leaving ‘orme,

On TOvembe 12, w ile still camped on the Ahtanum, sixteen inches of
snow fell and on the fo’’owing day ocuite a band of Tndian rorses were
rounded up. The officers ordered these animals ki 1ed and the mandate
was obeyed,

Having run the Indians to their m untain f astnesses, beyond our
regch, we were ordered to return to The Dalles, and on th
16th started ecross the Simcoe mountains. My horse gave out and
I sent wor& along tre line to ’djutant ™ H. Farrer, who rode back to
mef and ordered the men to *ill my horse and nut my sad’le and “lankets
on the pack horses, at the same time telling me to get on his horse and
ride to the top of the mountain, where I was to tie the animal to a
tree and go on afoot, and saving th t he would see that % my thines

got through



I think such men as Gen, Farrer should never die, I followed
his instructions and tving his horse at the top of the mountain
se’ out on foot, 0, thenight of the 17th T sat my boots close to the
éamn fire and -went to ®leep and on the following morning found |
trem burned to a cris . The snow %as not aboﬁt.four’feot deep an the
summit and I think it was about the coldest weather I ever experienced,
Nothing was left for me to do but to wrav my feet in pieces of
blankets and I had to trudge along through the snow in that biting
cold until 12 n'clock that night, alone for the command outtraveled me
considerably, and regthed the Klickitat valley several hnurs ahead of
me , |

'Cn the 18th of November , 1855, we st:srted from the remainder
of old fort Klickitat , en route to £the Dalles, and on the evening
of the 17th. Col. “‘esmeth and all the officers left us and went into
The Dalles, leaving me commander -in chief undil orders were retirned.
These we received on November 21,i structing us to come to The Dalles,
and in a few days some of the bnys, mvself among the numher, were granted
» discharge, The distharge was granted me No® ember 26, 1955,
as the following copy of a recint I *.ve in my rossession from my
captain, Samuel B. Stffford wil® show:

Dal'es, W:Vember 26, 1R55, Received of Wilburn G. "ills, one
s~ddle, one gun, one rowder flast, Samuel B. Stafford, Cant. Co. C.,
1st Regt. 0.M.V,

On receipt of this letter, I started for rome, on board a
steamer rinni ¢ between The Dalles and Tortland, arriving there
in a few days and going to work on the farm, not expecting
to be called back to the field of war ~gain., But
my next paper will show that I was froled.

Of course there were a number of interesting and exciting incidents

during my first campaign not chronicled herein, but the f-w I have



mentioned herein will give some idea of the condition of the Yakima

valley at the time of which I write, when there wa not a white

settler within a radius of two bhundred miles, extending from the
“olumbia river on the east to the Ca~cade range on the weqﬁ. M.G.

Wills, North Yakima, W.T. Nov, lst, 18R9,

Yakima Herald, Novemher 7, 1280,



Pioneers
Gen. Georpe L. Curry made the second call fo= volunteers *eb, 22,
1856, I started out sgain, under Cavnt, Wm, A. Cason, Comranv F,,
C1ackamas countv with W.C. Voore first lieutenant: Wm, ;itchel1
socond lieutenanf: Ueo Revnolds first sergeant and A; Holecomb second
sergeant, Lesvines Tortland March 3, 1856 we reached the Cascsdes on
the 6th and on the fth we were ordered to The Dalles, a rriving there
late in the a fternoon, q
On the morning nrevious tn our arrival guite a number of freight
teams st-rted to Fort Walla Walla, laden with rrovisions for the
troops and seventeen of our companv, ‘ncluding mvself unde Sgt. Reynolds
wera detailed to overtake and guard them to Fort Henrietta, We did not réx
re:zch them thet evening, and as we had st rted with nothing to e~t but
flour and coffee, T killed a steer to stay our apeties. The
vesrling belonged to Nathan (ilneyv and he should have been raid for
but it is doubtful it &t wa- ever rernrted.
Next day our comranv caught un, and we camred about half
way between the John Day river and WilTow creek, Early next morning
some Indians made a rush on the guards and cut off aboﬁt eighteen head
of our horses, stam'-ding them, About twenty of us gave chaée, following
the Indians almost to the mouth of Wi "ow creek and came on them in a camr
The boys fired on them at long range, and i'r, Depew shot and
cripréed a squaw, who fell, then pjumved up, nicked up her
baby nlaying near the fire =2nd ran Ento the wilfows along the creek,
Pa 't of our crowd went down the creek and some th® to the
Indianscamp, while others waited on the hill to nick off the
Indians as theyv ran. I was looking after the hor -es and a comrade named
aﬁd@dﬂd Groshmin asked me to look after the aﬁjmals in ris charge as he sayv
a siwash in the bush., He then crawled up and hid behind some greasewood
within twenty 'aces of the willows and bhad not got settled “nto his

position before an Indian about thirty yaqu away fired nnint blank



at my head. The hall, or slug of iron, shaved off a lock of hair just
above mv right ear and that member hras been, thoﬁgh nerhapé
ornamental,-a useless arpendage ever since, Just as the Tndian let
drive at me Mr, Groshon fired at him and *is aim w- good for the blood &
spurted all over the bmnwbklh,

We looked for *im "ut ths Indian jumped into a pool of water,
dyeing it with *is blood, and disapre-&d.

We mecaptured some of the horses and next morni g visited the
Indﬁans’ camr, burning all their ouvtfit but no savage- were visible
to the naked eve. We then went to Fnrt Henrietta on the Umatilla
river where now stands the town of Echo, and thence to old Fort Walla
Walla,

I think it was Avrril 15, 1856, our comnanv was cammped on Talla
Walla river,.when some seventaen of our boys went to the veirshhorhood of ™
Wild Horse creek and found thirteen hesd of ~attle, two of which were very
unruly bulls, ™e illed %he two bulls thest evening =nd the same night a
messenger tame into camp and startled us by the announcement that
Od@Od@éﬁéd“K?dNémdyéWﬁﬁéﬁdcémded“d the crmmands under Co?l, Cornelius
and Col, James K. Kellv, then camped in the forks of the “nake and
Columbia rivers, were in a starving condition--that if we could
send beef cattle to them to do so a* once, Cant, Cason ordered us
to cast lots and se- en men were elected to drive the eleven head of
cattle to the starvi g com ands. |

Tre only way to reach them was to swim the Snake river and drive
the cattle throigh the Indian country. On the morning of ?nril 16th
a number of us went down to the river, which was sbout a mile
=ecross and almost mush-ice, where the "orthern “.cific R.R.CO's
iron bridge now crosses at Ainsworth, We started the cattle and t%e
s~ven men af‘er then, and our brsve cantain and T followed them. The

captain an? T got across s-felv with the cattle but the other men Janded



opposite side of the river{ which was deep, wide and swift as

a mill=tail, On coming out of our "mrromntu tent a man named

User caught his gun lock in one of the willow noles and the

weanon discharged, the bz1l1 striking im in the groin and

coming out ris hir, We now had twe invalids on our hands, and thus
our r: ft would ndt reld them, Seening thst immediate action was
necessary, Jeff Miller and mgself agreed to risk our chances

with the river and ko to The Dalles for assistance. "Tunging into the
stream with our horses, after some difficulty, we were fortunate
enough to make the other side and started ranidiy to The Dalles,
some 60 miles distant,

We had Bone buf a short distance when looking =t a hill near us 7T
observed something resembling a bear or other wild animal ararently
sitting on his haunches watching us, With bovish spirit I told
Miller I was going to xare the animal and make it run. We had no guns,
being unable tn swim theriverwith them: so I rode toward thre
animal, Getting within about fiftv vards of the sur osed bear I
notiticer i1i* doge bebhind a rock:; and smelling a mice as it were, I turned
mv horse's head in the onnosite direction and nut cruvel spurs into
flanks, ‘ust in time to hear wild yells issuing from a score of dusky
throats., Sure enough, it was Injiuns, and the animal on ton of the
rock had been fixeﬂ.up as a decoy which came verv nearly being
successful. "en I overtook mv comranion, our steeds were in a dead
run snd then began a race for life,

Having no weanons we depended entirelv upon the speed of our
excellent animals, and the IAddians, recognizing the sureriority of
our animals, sought t cut us off, bu®f bv dint of dodging into canyons
and over precinitdus hills, we finally got out of treir réen re=ch.

Arriving 2t The Dalles without further incident, we endegvored
to puPS@d nersuade different doctors to go to the relief of our

disabled comrades,but t e gentlemen refused to endanver their lives



on the side from which they +ad started. e got 00P on our trorses
and started for the suffering commands. Just imagine
how cold the snow water of Snake river is in Arril, and after
swimming through a half mi"e of it to drive a bunch of cattle 12
miles with no clothing but an undersk:?t and a pair of
drawers, running our horses to keep un with the cattle,
the wind blowing chil! enough to freeze the shirts to our "acks till
they rattled like nasteboards--then next morning to ride back
and take the same dose in a spitting snow storm. But we did it ,
as Col. ‘as, nelley and T.R. Cornelius ,.who still 1ive, can testify,
Thay was the last time I ever saw Cant. B7) Hembrey. I warned
him to be c-reful as we had crossed a trail made aprarently by
at least six hundred Indians, who had ju t gone along
towardé the Columbia river, about six miles helow the noint where the
Cantainls command . were crossing; and from their maneuvers I
thought the Indians intended to cut the men off and canture their horses,
As I had feared, the Indians caught him and the gallant cantain was
immolated upon the altar erected for the sacrifice of
thousands of other intrepid heroes who infte rrosed thejr lives
to protect their families and save this fair western land as a
heritage to their chiddren and their children's children, forever,
Returning to mv co-and, I was detailed with 12 or 1% of mv companion:
at arms, to convey Samuel "rice, now a broth-r-in-law of Senator
Mitchell of Oregon, to The Dalles for medical treatment, as he was
suffering f rom the mountain fever.
Re ¢'ing the John Day river we found that stream very much
- swollen, and h-ving no means of crossing, we camned for the night,
The rain descended in torrents and we bent “willows and snread out

blanke®*s over them for nrotectionfrom the storm. The ensuing mornine we

began construction of a raft on which to convey the «ick man to the



by making the trip,

Fortunately for the sick men, a wagon train, guarded by troors,
passed in the vicinity of their camr and thew were brought into The
Dalles, where I am baprv to state thev both finally recovered,

In a few days our comrand w=~ mustered out of servire,
this ending mv experience as an active camnaigner against the wily
red man,

These intidents y and those recorded in mv first paper a short
time since, will be recalled by many of mv conrads, several of whom reed
reside in Yakima countv and are members of WMultnomah Camnp No, 2,
Indian War Veterans. M.G. Wells, Vorth Yakima, "ash, Nov, 19,

1889, November 21, 1889 paper.



Indians

1he Indian sitvation in Wyoming and the Dakotas continues threatengg
and Sitting Pull and his hostile followers are still keeping up the
ghost dance and are winning over friendlv Indians.

‘here has be~n no outbreak as yet, but the troops are being massed
on the borders preparatory to making a vigorous campaign should it be
deemed necess-ry,

the a®tvisabllity of arresting the leaders is now being

considered at Washington and General ¥Miles has been ordered to report

there to give his views on the matter--Yakima Herald, November 27, 1f90,



Agewt B olow
Rozen. |

Lhe }ﬁllowing account of the murder of 2.J. Bnlgk; Indian agent
at Fort Simcoe, was given by an old Indian, now a resident at
White Salmon, who had 1t direct1from the lips of Chief Gwhi's son
Just before his execution, who with his two cmmpanions were hung
by Col, Wright at §imcoe agency for the most unprovoked and cold
blooded murder,

War and rumors of war were rife: a vague uneasiness res*ed upon the
isolated families of eastern Oregon. The gov ernment, with its usual
stupidity and criminal negligence had falled to provide any
adequate protection against the numerous hordes of savages
that roamed thq plains,

The few straggling companies’of blue coats that were within
reach were as a rule poorly officere and total inacquainted with
Indian tactics and were held in supreme comtempt by their
dusky opponents.

Numerous murders had been commited on the frontier and there was an
ominous signs of an ‘mpending stogp, a general uprising of the tribes
of eastern Orqgon and Washington that the coming spring only too
surely fulfilled,

Col; Wright, in his helpless indignation , uttered threats of
direct vengeance should the red man rersist in his 'ittle game of
scalping and the cettain result was an Indian war with its usuql
accompaniment of rap{ne and murder upon us. in .our helplessness,

On ‘the 15th day of September, 1855, Indian Agent Bolan left The
Dalles on horseback for the agency at Simcoe. He was just retuwrning .
from a hurried trip to the Willamette va%ley and was hurrylng back
on account, of .the restless condition of the Yakima's, so e of whom had e

been accused of narticipating in some of the recent murders.



At Phe Dalles he was urged not to unde-take the trip alone,
but fe-ring no nersonal violence he started alone andunarmed.
On.his way through the Klickitat valley he overtook three Yakima
Irdians acromranied by three sguaws, all on their way to the agency
and all rode toward their destination.
The trail rain somewhere near where the presentg wagon road-
does, on the western slope of the Simcoe mountains, '
The distance (80 miles) being to grest to make that day,
camp was struck on one of the numerous streamlets that run down the
mountainside,
¥r. Bolﬁ% dismounted, unsaddled and staked his horse and
returning to the fire dividéd his scanty'store of provisions, store -
Biscuits and butter, with Ws dusky 06mMPddd companions, little dreaming
ofthe awful fate close before him,
The conversation turned upon the recent murders and verv unwisely
Bn%?n related Wright s ponderous threz;s of vengeance and extermjnation
Then and not till then was Bolgn.s death decided upon,

‘wo of the three quietly stepped behind him and » nioned his arms
while the third siézed him around the legs and threw him violently
to the ground, wherehe wa securely tied hand and foot.

When this was accomplished his captors held consultation as to
the disnosition to be made of the captive,

| Bolan plead piteouély for his 1ife, but to hearts that knew no
pitj. One of the savages seizing him by the hair and drawing his kead
across his knee, cut his throat from ear to ear,

The body was then placed on his horse and csrried some distance
below the trail where tHe horse was also killed and both bodies
covered with brush and left, “he remains were not found until
after the murders'were caught by members of fheir own tribe and handed

over to the m'1itéry for punishment, Lhen one of the three disclased the



location of t he body which was taken to Vancouver for burial--

Bood River Glacier, Nuwember, 1890,





