Blg Oszk Tree out at old cutler estate(on first home ranch)

site now owned by Mr. Cross g

tree 1s claimed to be one of the largest,if not THE largest oak trees
In the county=~-=-

12 feet up claimed to be 36 to 40 feot around

120 tiers of wood teken from this tree,which has suffered many

hardships in its days from lightining,wind and pests

600 to 600 years old is claimed
over 100 feet high

many of 1lts glant limbs have been cut off,some as result of
damage by lightning
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Report on the Tulare Valley of Yalifornia 4pril and May 1850

lhe country had improved much in aspect from the time of

leaving Moore's Yreek ' note. Deer Creck ) and upon fule River,
and during our march upon the 1l4th, we passed over rich tracts
of-arable land, fertile with every description of gress, and
covered in many places with a fine growth of heavy osk timber.
I observed that Tule Mver might be easlily bridged, it being
then at its highest stage and not subject to overflow, and
upon 1ts banks could be found plenty of timber available for
the purpose, while the rocky hills some five miles above the
crossing would furnish stone for the abutments and a piler, which
last could be erected upon a small island of hard gravel, cov=-
ered at present wlth willows, and situated at this point near
the middle of the stream,

 Upon the 14th we arrived at the river Frances ( note.
Kaweah ‘*iver ) a large stream nineteen mlles to the north of
the lule. This strecam flows nearly west from the hills and
emptl s into the Tache “ake about fwenty miles north of its
southeastern extremity.,lt is, at the point upon which we arrived,
divided into five branches or sloughs, four of which separate from
the main river,about five miles above, joining again from
one to ten miles below, while the southern branch as a sgparate
and disticnt course f om the slerra, and joins the main stream
in the marshy ground near its junction with the lake, The
country, some eight miles iIn length by six in width, contained
between these branches is a beautiful, sﬁooth, level plain,
covoreé with clover of different kinds and high grass, and
thickly shaded by one continlous grove of oaks of a larger and

finer description than I have seen in the country
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The Tulare Valley, from the mouth of the Mariposa to the
Tejon pass at its head, is about one hundred and twenty miles
in extent, and varies from eight to one hundred miles in width,
With the exception of a strip of fertile land upon the rivers
emptying into the lakes from the east, it 1s little better
thin a desert, ‘he soil is generally dry, decomposed, and in-
capable of cultivation} and the vegetation, consisting of arte
emesias and wild s-gé, is extremely sparse, fhe ocnly point in
the entire valley which struch me as at all suitable for a
military post was the amall portion of extern 1 land contalned
by the five creeks of the river Frances. A position here would
be central, being easy of comrmunication with the #ing's
river to the north end the Kern river to the south, upon which
two streams and their tributories are situated the greatest
number of Indian rancherias in the villeye The land is ex=-
cellent for cultivation, well timbered, and an abundance of
bullding material may be found in the vicinity, either stone
or heavy pine and oak timber. A road leadiﬁg through the Tejon
pgss from los “ngeles and intersecting the emmigrant trail
through Walker's pass near Kern River, passes directly
through this point to the northern mines of the San Joaquin
Valleye This road will undoubtedly be much traveled when
brought into notiee, and the post being est blished at this
point will contribute much to its safety and protection. *he
post could be supplied by wagons through the pass of 8an
Miguel, elther from San Iuls Obispo or Yonterey, or by a
wagon road from Monterey through the pass of Facheco or Santa
Anna, crossing the Ban Joaquin at 1ts southern bend and Bing's

river at the lower ferry,



There are two large rancherias upon the river, numbering to=-
gether about four hundred;they are, however,apparently quite
aeparate and distinct,one occupying the three southern, the other
the two northern branches., Yothing could exceed the kindness snd
hospitallty with which they received us, and I gave the captain
cervificates to that effect, which they will undoubtedly present to
all passersoy. Yhe name of the firat rancheria,as ne:rly aa I could
write 1t from their pronunciation, 1s the He-ame-e-tahs, their cap-
taln, De-e=~jah, lhe second rancheria is the Cowees,their captain,
Francisco, and o0ld mission lndian from San luis Obisbc. ihey called
the river the Be-dek, but . think the name Frances much more euphon-
- lous, ‘here were many mission Iindians among, thep, some from the
old misslon of ®an Juan, some from 3an Lorenzo, but mostly from
Saﬁ liiquel and ®an Luils Obispo. “11 these spoke Spanish a little,
‘hey appeared remarkably healthy, and though by no means beautiful,
werelcomparatively well favored, ‘he soll between the crecks being
80 well watered and shaded, is naturally of the riéhest description;
as an evidence of which 4 may mention that I observed ppleé of
willow stuck in the ground by the Indians as parts of rabbit
trape, whicn had trken root and sprouted intd trees, fhe distance
of the first or Pyramid Cree ( so called from ihe remarkable shape
of a hill near which it rises ) to the second is ﬁinety-eignt
hundredtis of a mile; from the second to the third, 1,04 miles;
between the third and the fourth, the 1l-st of which is the main stream,
2¢81 miles; and between the fourth and fifth, elghty~five hundredths
of a miled ‘he third, or main stream and the fourth are the widest
and most difficult of crossing; the second and fifth, 1 beleive to
be dry during thé summer, but they may all be very easily bridged

permanently, every materlial being ready on the s750tsese



 The whole mnumber of Indians in the valley as near as 1
can judge is avout four thousand. These are by no means connec ted
with eaclh other;the rancherias upon the southern rivers being
in fact ignorant of the e.istence of those slturted further to
the north, Thosze who have hrd an opportunity of becomin: acqualnte
wlth the whites, are friendly and well-dlsposed; the others,
although lgnorant, mischevious, and perhaps maliclously
inclineé, may easily be kept 1n subjection by a small force,
and by kind treatment.

I have the honor, etc.
Ueorge He Derby

Brevet-First Licutenant Yopographical
*ngineers

la jor HeRRe3eCanby
Ad jutant-General Tenth Military LPepartment
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do y\?u yﬁremtmber Mon,, May 8; and ‘ues aum,

"Do you ramlrmbor;" asks Gerard N, Davis of Woodlnkn;
when the Scuthern Paeifiec stosk yards were in the west pa rt of
Visalia and the country boys had to drive their caiile through
Visalia's best residential Stmixtmtdy diltrict, mch to the
detriment of well kept lawns and yards? The first move to have the
stock yards moved to other parts came about when "Billie" Welks,
old time cattle buyer had a stampede through several yards,
ineluding that of the W.R. Spaulding home and other zd3pinntn
adjoining show piuu. The elimax came when the Da wias boys had a
little stampede end seven head of country ralsed steers went through
the lovoly rose hnha arbor of the Timothy Hayes residence, It
wasn't lomg %8 until the stock Yards had been moved to easteorn
Visalia,"

& . .

Fpom the Tulare C_unty Times, April 17, 18693 ' :

"The new and beautiful church biloz_lging to the North Methodist,
will be dedicated two weeks from tomorrow, The Reve Briggs and
others are expected to be present on the ooccasione™

= > v

Fram the Tulare Clunty Times, December 7, 1872

"It is sald that Dack Lee, & rather prominent 'heathenm Chinee!
in these parts, has becoms insane, Yesterday morning he armsed
himself by perambulating the streets with a 1ondef:1 shot gumn and
vhen he arrived in front of Grant's Variety's tore, he closed the
program by firing two shots into his show window, shattering 1t
to smithereens, He was arrested by Marshal Meyers,”

#
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do you remember Tues,., May 9, and Vdd, a.m,

"Do you rmmbor;" asks Roy P, Grant, "whem the southwest corner
of lgin and Court streets was oeccupled by the old Vueovich s aloong
when Mr, Vueovieh used to walk back and forth from front to baek
with hands behind him, wee ring a long talled coat with aide
potkets; when the First National bank was situated on the southeast
corner of Mein and Court streets, with Sug Mitehell as cashier;
when Zane Steuben, aged and white bearded, looked after the gffairs of
the Viells Fargo Express company in hils :_Ls.ttle boa.rdod, office, near the
corner of Main and Lecust, with his son, Will Steuben, as assistant?”

h :
 From the Tulare C’unty Times, Jamery 13, 1877:

"The eity authorities are sinking a well on Court street near
the M.E. Churech with the expectation that it cen be made awvailable

for fire pury:)eun."

- cm

From the ‘‘nlare C unt-y Ti.mu, May 15, 1871:

i "Our beard of trustees bas secured a cell in the c ounty ja.il,
which 1s being fitted wp by Marhskl Meyers for the preception of his
bou"ﬁ.rl. This i=s r;.ght. The old plan of chaining men to trees
was, to say the least, bad p-iiey. Mr, Meyers has made 2 good
beginning and, we voush, will make & good marshal,®

#



do you remember Wed., lMay 10, and Thurs, a.m,

"Do you remeuber,"asks Lydia &mgnirhh, "when Main street
ended at the end of the 800 bloek and from there on cut was
a big cow pasture?

"I lived at North Ene:l.m. and Center streets apd rode my
Biaynlo to this pasture to milk our cow twiece & day, rcade home
and ;’-trainegl the mtlk and then peddled milk all over towm with
my bieysle, recelving 75 eent per pint per month, Ve made threce
pounds of butter each week and I sold that, toos"

- - -

From the Tulare County Times, lay 18, 18723

"Miller, Xmx Fox and company have eomple ted the work of building
the fence around the jail, It is 135 feet lemg, 14 feet high,
cedar posts and a double wall of imch sedar boards, The contraet
price was §220, The sheriff was directed by the supervisors to
do the work,"

o < From the mimutes of the Board of
supervisors, February 6, 1874:

"Ordered that the following claim be allowed and the auditor
is hereby dirested to draw his warrant rgr' the seme, pq_tb:}.o -
~out of the funds designated: David Stong, erecting gallows, ete.,
$82,57," |

#



do you remember, Thurs, Mgy 11 and Fri, a.m,

"I remsmber when Jim MeCrory was henged on Ciristmas Eve
of 1872," says Austin Grant, 'ﬁy father had & store right near
the salcon where MeCrory shot C,arlie Allen to death and of eourse
I heard the shots, Then I heard some shouts sbout hanging
but my fether locked me up in the store and all I could hear was
the mob -ptti:;lg ready to hang MeCrory whieh they did over the Court
street bridge,"

From the Visalla Weekly Delta, December 12, 1861:

"Court House Square looke like the ineiplent 'elearing! of
some newly arrived a@m emigrant, being piled thiek with recumbent trees
and brenches, The sound frees are being topped snd the desayed omes
removed by order of the lupeﬁisors whieh will wastly :immw
1ts appearance,”

h . ; f :

From the Tulare C;anty Times, August 7, 1869s

"Low water in the San Joaquin has caused the withdrewal of
the steamery for the season, Freight will have to come direct f ram
Stockton until the resumption of navigation,”

&n : ’

From the Tulare County Times, September 14, 1872: ,.

"On Root island, owned by Messrs Atwell and Goldstein,
Inmdreds of skulls and other remains of uman skeletons are found
hezped together or seattered over the ielend, How they cm' there
is only eonjecture,* :

#



do you remember Fri,, May 12, and Sat, a.m,

"Do you remember;“ asks lirs, Inez G;o'; "the names of those
- on the Memorial Plasque in eastern Visalia, who dled tmxikm while
jn the nrvieo of ﬂum thelr countr:. They are '
Eldred Rush, Wilbur Houlk, John Mallosh, Charles Steimman,
Perry Leggett, €. oahy Bridges, laltor Togni, Le wis Robertson
and Paul Alexander,"
& 4 .

From the Tulare County Times, June 29, 18723 :

"Stage fare from here to tho Visalia station is $1,00; ’
the railroad makes no charge to Fresmoj from Fresno to Sen Franciseo,
$1-3‘." When passenger cars rin to our station, which is expected to
be about the 1lst, it is understood fare to the Bay will be $16,"

o ‘ %

Frem the Tulare C unty Times, November 9, 18723

"There are now six immates of the county jail, Three are
under sentence of death for murder mmgf in the first d.gm; one is
confined on a charge of assault and one for being drunk end
disorderly and there is one insane men ewalting trensportation to
the stockton asylum,®

3 Z ’

Prom the Tulare C:unty Times, May 12, 1877:

"The ever go=ahead D.B, James has almost completed his water
tank and the steam .ngin has arrived for the water works, Visalia
may expect to be well supplied in this respect soon,"

#



do you remember Sate, May 13, end Mon, a.m,

"Do you remember,” asks ¥emgxigits Lydia J‘uns'irth, Twhen
the Bardley family lived om the corner of School eand Court streets and
the romainder of that bloek was in fineyard? I Go~=I was
'borrowing! some grapes eand got into e hormet's nest and
Lyan Bu@lay chased me aoross the stre-t--he was wearing knee
bresches, white shirt with muffle oollar_ and ouffs,"
Fram the Tulare C_unty Times, Novewber 5, 18851
"Dontt fargot to attend the soeial of the Lad:taa' Aid Soclety of
the M.E, C uch, South, in the Holt bu:tlding, temorrow nights _
The refreshments will consist of msh ‘and milk, eoffee n:nd sendwiches,
The evening undoubtedly will be_wll and pleasantly spent, All
are cordlally invited to attend,"
Sm s ,
From the Visalla WVeelly ﬁoltﬂ, October 10, 1861:
"The eamels mbout which S much has been said are used in
hauling wagons & la mlul obstinatus, about Los Angeles, ;
Tho #¥xw Star thinks this business is net the camels! vocation,"
#



iromotion for Hondny,m 8y and T es. a.me
& i
Z

Th Anniversaries Edition of the Vysalism
newspapers, to be published on lMay 24, Just prior to Homecoming
Day and the annual Visalla Rodeo, 'i-ll not be eonfined byk any
means to a history of Visalia but will include historical events
to every eity in the countyse ' |

The hardships encountered in the building of
the city of Tulare to its presemt proportions, for exgmple, will
be reviwed, Fires and the very elements themselves seeme. to
congpire to present the comstruction of & modern clty but the
ploneers of Tulare met each problem and set~back as it came
to bo able to mamgxg boast today of one of the most beautifil
commmnities in the Sgn Joaquin Valleye

Twice swept by fire and the railroad shops,
chief source of revenue, removed, early residents of Tulare turned
to their lands for a livelihood and formed a diteh company, th§
funds of which were largely consumed by litigations

Triumph of the early resldents over all forms
of adversity is reviewed in the Anniversaries Editlon,

8th anniversary of the Visalia newspapers, the

The Edition will mark the/87th anniversary
of the chartering of Tylare county, the 86th anniversary of the
founding of Visalia, the 65th enniversary of the chartering of
Visalia as a cit;;f and the 50th anniversary of the fo nding of
the Visalia Chamber of CYmmerces |

# .



promotlon for Tuesey May 9 and Wed. aenie

Wild horses once roamed a part of wamg Tuylare
kgxumw county, aocording to an article whieh will appear in
the A®niversaries Edltion of the Visalia newspapers, to be
published on May 24, just prior to Homecoming Day and the opening
of the ann:ml VisaliaRodeo,
One CHico Martines was lmown as the most
expert of all vacqueros in corraling the horses and once made
a contract with =g the owner of live atock o capture some 800
of the animals for which he was to retain a portion of them,
Martinez was highly successful and at the end of his contracy,
was the owner of some 200 head of fine horse fleshs
A complete story of Chico and his actifitles
will appear in the Apniversaries Edition together with other
facts concerning the early days ln Tulare county and Visalia,
Stories of early day clashes with the Indians
will not be neglected and the days when even the local
newspaper deplored the condition of the cit;;y"n streets will
be rocalled, | =
The Afnivorsarie Edition will mark the
80th annliversary of the Visalia newspapers, the 87th anniversary
of tiae chartering of Tulare ¢ ounty, the 86th anniversary of the
founding of Visallia, the 65th eanniversary of the ehartering of
Visalia as a city and the 50th snniversary of the Visalia
CHamber of C;mgrce, known in its earlier days as the Visalia
Board of Trades :

#



promotion for Wed,, May 10, and Thure &eme .
The turnover of those employed on the Visalia
newspapers has not been rapld, as will be noted by the ;
eccompanying photo of employes of the Visalia Dally T;me-a_,
taken on June 22, 1916,
The photo is published in conneetion
with the Anniversaries Edition of the Visallia Times=Delta and
the Morning Delta which will be issued on lay 24, just prlor
to Homecoming Day and the opening of the anmual Visalla Rodeos
_ Other photos, old and new, will be :
features of the Editions Main street in the early 1860's
will be shown as compared to the Md n street of todaye ?
Also will be reaclled the editorial boast
that Visalia now had running water on every street and the
zpkizpt énticipation of the day when en artesian well would
be a source of cool drinking water during the hot sumner
monthses The ploneers had their ups and downs and the Editlon
will cover as much of both as space will provides
The A:niveruaries Edltion will mark the
80th smniversary of the Visniia newspapers, the 87th anniversary
of the chartering of T;Jlare county§ the 86thx anniver sary of
the founding of Visalis, the 65th anniversary of the chartering
of Visalia as a city and the 50th enniversary of the founding
of the Vjsalla Chauber of (Vmmerces

#



. art with I_Jromotion for Mgy 10

Photo shows employes of the Visalia Det 1y Times on June
' bottom

22, 1916, In the fmmmk row (left to right) are Sam Crawford,
Arthur EBagle, R.G. Watkins, Doris Sgythe, Ford Spigelmyre,

Jack Zagle and Frod Hdwardsy top row (left to right) .o, Boyer,
Harry Keese, Gus Walther, James Moffett, Kemneth Uhl, Harry Cowie,
Frank Barton, lorley i, Maddox, John Ward end Carl Fergusons



_promotion for Thurse, May 1l, and Frie aem,

The court house EEREg was more or less the
:ocinl center as well as the center of gounty govermment
in the early daya, according to mmket articles which will
appear in the Lnnivwinrin Editlon of the Visalia Times=Delta and
the Morming Delta which 1s to be issued on ligy 24, just prior
to Homeeoming Day and the anmual Visalia Rodeo,

Many formal balls as well as church
gatherings were held there and there %s sre ascounts of !
road shows presenting entertaimment in the county propertye
Politlcal speeches often resounded in the court house and during
the tense Civil War days, a benefiit was given by those backing
the Unlon cause, -

Storlies of the early daye in Visalis and
'i’_:;lara county will abound in the Apniversarles Edition,
Hany 9:[' the names appearing memekm are names of fgmiliea today
prominent in the seeisl and busineas 1ife of the city and
cormunitye

Orders now are being accepted for the
Editlon, one eopy of which will be sent free %o every
subseriber of the Tymes-Delta and the Morning Deltas

The Edition will mark the 80th anniversary
of the Viulia hewspapers, the 87th anniversary of the chartering
of T lare county, the 86th emniversary of the founding of Visalia,
-the 65th anniversary of the chartering of Visalia as a g:l.-ty and
the 50th enniversary of the Visalia C:mbar of Cumerec.

#



prometion for Frie, May l_ﬂ/and Sgb e aeme

The Visalia H,gh school class of 1906
consisted mainly of young women, it seems from the photograph
published above in connectlion with the forthcoming j;nivnrsariel
Edition of the Visalia Times-Delta a:;nd the Morning Delta,

The Edition will be issued on May 24, Jjust prio:g- to Homecoming
Dnj- and the opening of the ammal Visalia Rodeoy
| Visalla, eccording to the A"niversaries

®dition, always was gonerous with funds for schools and the -
ecounty 11];3::!.;9-' was ready and willing to provide for educations
for the young, However, in the ploneer days, instruction was
limited to the most rudimentery subjects eand there was nothing
like the elaborate and expanding educatlional system of
today's |

| Many incidents related in the Anniversaries
Edition will be recalled by 1d time residents of the city
and nany -of the articles will be illustratede |

The A:niversari-es Edltion will mark the
80th anniversary of the Visalis newspapers, the 87th ammitversary
of the chartering of Tulare county, the 86th anniversary of the
founding of Visalia, the 65th anniversay of the chartering of
Visalla as a city and the 50th anniversery of the founding of the
V¢salia Chamber of C:meru_..

#



art with promotion for May 12

The Visalia High School class of 1905 is pictured aboves In top
row (left to right) are Edna Board, Harry SPaulding, Leila Lawrence,
Ediﬁh Orr, Elsie Crowley, Ralph Walkerj second row (left to right)
A:‘va Elc‘l{r ’ Virgiﬁia CHilson, Madge Elivens, lMabel White,

Nell Newman, Maude Parkery seated (left to right) Edna Duren,
Lenore Victor, Leta Massey, Carol Larkins, May Houghs



promotion for Sgte, May 13 and liong 2eme

Persons desiring to obtain exitra coples
of the l‘.:nivonariu Edition of the Visalia Times-Delta and
the Morning Delta which will be issued on May 24, Just prier
to Homecoming Dgy and the opening of the anmmal Visalla Rodeo,
are warned that the s upnly will be limited,

Oders are beilng taken now at the offices of
the Visalia nowspaperse One copy will be deliveréd to each
subseriber of the Times=Delta and the Moruing Delta but nons
subscribers and suberibers who wish additional copies are
advised to order them in advance to insure they will be
put aslde,

The A niversaries Edition will contain
history of the earliy days from the time of the 'Bpan:_llh 1nf1um'¢3_! '
down to the present highly developed period of agrieulture
and industrye

The Editlion will mark the 80th annlversary
of the Visalia newspapers, the 87th anniversary of the chartering
of 'I‘:lara county, the 86th anniversary of the founding of Visalia,
the 65th annivers-ry of the chartering of Visalia as a city
-nd the 50th annliver sary of the foundin of the Visalie

~

C_“nmbe-r of cotmerc-ﬁ.





