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of those

Few/persons from the valley aho have built summer homes
and still fewer of -those others who hexe visit ineral Kiﬁg annually
know that the place once was the center of a cold rushg and that
mony fortunes were lost in seeking the precious metal,

Sixty miles east of Visalia, at the source of the K,weah river,
is sltuated this beautiful section, Here, at an altitude of 8000
feet, fhe summer climate is cool and invigorating, and this, together
W th the numerous nearby scenic attractions, the abundant wild feed,
the pood fishing, has caused it to become a resort aection visitea
in the summer by nultitudes from throughout the nation.

Saw tooth, a peak of 13,000 feet, towers directly above and
from x its summit a reﬁarkable view of other peaks, divides,\
declivities and nestling lakes is obbtained, - Ilonarch and tagle lakes
are close té the camp and soda and other mineral 3prings are
numerous, ‘

The valley heads at Farewell gap, a pass of 10,600 feet
elevation, dividing the waters of the Kaweah from those of the ILittle
Kern, Over it pass trails leading to Trout lleadows, Kern lakas,

Mte Wnitney amd Inyo countys,

There is a std le population during the summer at lNineral
King and the number of visitors over the years has shown a startling
incrdase, |

There was a timé, however, when activities were of a different
character. Gold was discovered in the.early 1870's and hundreds of
miners flocked to the scene, The Fineral King lMining District was
formed and locations and transfers filed under federal laws, A tovm
sprung up and was naﬁed Beulah,

m ore
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Oi'o:}l _;:;ton: from the valley aho have bullt sumver hemes
and still fewer of those others who hmmsz visit Hineral King amually
know that the place unce was the centor of a gold rashy end that
many fortunes wore lost in aée'king" the precious metal, :

Sixty miles east of Visalis, at the sourse of the Eyweah river,
is -u?.i:uat'ed tids beautiful section, iere, at an altitude of 8000
foet, -the sumer elimate Is cool and 1zmvigo§!ating, &nd this, mgethgr
W th the numerous neerby scenic attractions, the shundant wild Teed,
the good fishing, hes caua_to\d it to become ¢ rcsort ,iac@i.on vislted
in the sumer by miltitudes frow throughout the natioue

Saw tooth, a posk of 15,000 feet, towers dircctly above and
from x its surmit s remarkebls view of otaer peaks, divides,
deslivities ancd néa_ltiing leices is obtaineds Monmreh snd Zagle lakes
are close %o the camp and soda &nd other minersl springs are
nume rouse NI &

‘.‘me valley heade at Farewell gap, a pass of 10,600 leet
elewvnticn, dividing the waters of the Kaweah from ﬂzoso of the ’Little
Kerm, Over it pass trails leading to Trout Meadows, Kern Mca,

Mt, Whimey md Inyo county,

There is a std le population during the surmer at Minerdl
King and the number of visltors over the years has shown & gbartiiang
inerdacze, | _ '

Therc was a time, however, when activities wers of a M. flevent
charsecter, Gold was di:sa'e-vg-r'ad in the eerly 18’:‘&)"3 and lmdreds of
miners flocked to the scene, Tho Mineral Xing Hining IDiatMcn was
.fouod and locations and tmartra filed under fedsral laws, A town

sprung up snd was nemed Beulash,
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stamp and saw mills were constructed, A road from Th;ee
Kivers, passing over difficult territory, was built at a cost -
of about 100,000 and at one time daily stages from Visaiia made-
the trip in one day.

But the mines proved but the graveyard of many fortunes,

Nothing came of thém but disaster and the little btown was abandoned
and many of the deserted homes for years wiere used by visitors who
went up from the valley for a summer outing, These early residences,
however, eventually were destroyed by sﬁows and rains,

A vivid picture of the glory that was Beulah'!s in 1879, the year
which marked its greatest prosperity, may be gained from the following,
written by the late Sunerior Judge W.B , Wallace:

"Ex=Senator Fowler had purchased the Empire mine and with
cha racteristic energy was completing the rond, erecting a quartz mill _
and tramway and driving a long tunnel into the mountain, Things were

moving that vears A sav mill va s in operation ang cabins were going

up in all directions, An assay office was established and

~

mines were located by the hundreds,

"The N.E. Tunnel and Smelting company was incorporated in
1875, another was organized in 1876, and the ‘hite ?Hief Gold and
Silver Mining company was called into being in 1880, But the
year 1879 was the most fruitful in the production of those artificial
persons for that camp., That year, 10 companies were organized
with an aggregﬁte capital stock which would put to shﬂﬁe that little
kerosene side issue of the Standard 0il companye

more J



ad one beulsh mineral king /

s,;mp and saw mills were constructed, & road from Three
Rivers, passing over diffieult territory, was wuilt at a cost
of about $100,000 and at cne time dally stages from Visalla made
the trip in one day, "

But the mimes proved but the sravuf;lrﬁ of many farhineil.
Nothing came cf them but dlsaster and the little town wae abandcomed
and many of the deserted homes for years were used by visitors who f
went up from the valley for a summer outing-. These early residences,
however, eventually were destroyed by snows and rains.

A vivid picimre of the glory thl"' was Benlzh's in 18'2'9 the year
which marled its greatest presperity, mey be gained from the following,
‘wpritten by the late Superior Judge W.B , Wallaees

"Ex-8enator Fowler had purchased the m mine and with
cha recteristic energy wes completing the rond, erecting & quartz mill
snd tremwey apd driving a long tunnel imto the mowntain, Things were

moving that year, A saw mill wa s in operation and éabins were going

up in all directlons, An assay oifice was esteblished and
mines were located by the hundrads,

"The W.E, Tunnel and mulung company was mwmntad in
18‘75, another was organized in 1876, anc the Vpite c,,:ur Gold and
Silver Nining company wes called into being in 1880, PBut the
year 1879 vas the most frultful in the produetion of those artigicial
persons for thet camp. That year, 10 ecompsnies were organized
with an aggregate capital stock which would put to shame that 1lttle
kerosens side lgsue of the Standard 011 companys '
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"At the general elecfion held in 1879, the candidates for |
lieutenant governor and chief justice of the supreme court
received 137 votes for each officé and the candidates for
superior judge, éssemblyman and x district attorney received 136
votes in Mineral Kinge

"There were 10 and perhaps 12 places where intoxicating
1liquors were sold, and events proved that the recorder, who received
%5 for recording every location notice, and the saloon men worked
the only paying mines, But there wes very little riotousness and

bl

disorder. There were no such éssentially bad men as there are usually
found igjginin; c#mps, with notched pistol handles and private
buryinj grounds to which they could poin t withblood=-curdling

sug_estidns. There was but on shooting affray that I.recall, It grew
~out ofa dispute over the right to possession of a émall %ract of land,
One of the participants received a alight woundessessssa

"In the early days, Orlando Barton was the Hestor of the
camp, naving thé“mogt extended and varied fund of kngwledge.
James HMaukins and John Crabtree were perhaps the best prospectors;
John lieadows was the most enthusiastic and confident of the early
locators, rating his'posséssions worth #i868z860 1,000,000, He was
a fa rmer, stock raiser, miner, preacher and a fighter, but withal,
a brave, honest and conscientious man, - 2

"J.T. Trauger, vho came in for the New Bpglond company as
its superintendent and the last recorder of the district, was known to
all and was a favorite in the district, @ His wife was forzaanﬁ years th
good angel of the camp, whose chec rful disposition, stefling gualities
ond strngth of character won for her the respect and admiration of all
the curiously assorted denizens of the district. The trail was hevef
too rough, nor thg night too dark, to keep her from the bed éide of
the suffering miner whose cry of distress was heard, whethepr stricken

by sickness, crushed in an avalanche of snow or mangled by an

untimely blasf,. moxre
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"At the general election held in 1879, the sandidates for
lieutenant govermor and shief justice of the suprems ecourt
reveived 137 vetes for each oifice and the eandidates for
suporior judge, asseublymen eaxdd & distriect attorney received 136
votes in Minersl King, . : |

"There wore 10 and werhaps 12 places where intoxicating
liquors were sold, and events proved thal the recordsr, who recelved
&5 Ffor recerding evory leeation notice, end the saloon men worked
the only paying mines, Put there was very 1little riotousness and
disorder, There were ne such eossentlally bad mem as there ere usually
found "12/’;&111112'. cumps; wilith noteched plstol handlss and private
.Lu:r-ying groumcs to which they ecould poin't withbloodecurdling 5
suggestions, There was but on shooting affray that I recall. It grew
out ofa dispute over the right to possession of ‘e smell tract of land,
One of tma particlipanta recoiwd a slight wounGeesessscsse

"In the early days, Orlando Barton was the Neator of the ;
eamp, having tho most exbonda-d and varied fund of lmowledge, :
James Nauitins end John Crabtree were perhaps the best prospectors,
Joln Veadows was ithe moat enthusiastic and cgnﬂdont o-f"&xa early
; n,,'.__. e was
& fo rmor, stock ralser, miner, preacher snd a fighter, but withal,

locators, rating his possessions worth §

a orave, honest and gonsei_onﬂoua man,

7.7, Trauger, vwho came in for the New Eigland cmuny aa
tts superintendent and the last vecorder of the dlstriot, was lnown to
all and was a favorite in thI. districte His wife was for many years th(
good engel of the camp, whose chee rful disposition, sterling quelities
end strngth of character wom for her the respeet and sdmiration of all
the curiously assorted denizems o;f the distriets The trail was never
0o rough, nor the night too dark, to keep her fram the bed side of
the ‘!u’ffoﬂ?g miner whose cry of distress was heard, whether stricken

by sickmess. emmshad in an aw=l-—- v
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‘ "Politicians early discovered the necessity of winning the
lMineral Xing voters and several mectinzs were held there_zﬁ when
local voters avowed in various forms their willingness to
forego many personal pleaéures that they might serve the country.

"Itinerant ministers also preached to the assembled people, not
from great cathedrals decorated with puaintings of the old masters,,
ﬁor accompanied by the music of brand'organé, but in those-;roves
.

which were God's first temples, where swaying nine and mountain

streams made music, under a preat dome painted by the laster!s
hand, set with = thousend genms and softly lighted by the moon's pale
beams, and where all nature joined in anthems of praise,

"Mineral King was a silver camp an manj‘o? the old prospcctors
were actually silverized, In white, seamless rock t@oyAwould point
out wire silver and horn silver, They named the lekes and ledges
silver and saw end admired the silver lining to every.cloud.

The very word had such a fascination for them that thoy

\
-talhed in soft, silvery tones, They pricked'up theiruﬂars when- silver
gray foxes were alluded to and stood at attention when the old
bear hunters spoko.of the silver-~tipped grizzly, and ag they lay
devn et night end gazed at the full orbed moon, they viewed it as

the original of the silver dollar, having wmilled edges and a

i what
lotoered flat surface, and wondercd whether/they had looked atfrom
Infancy as the man in the moon might not, after all, be a mint impresse~-

ion of the American eagle,"
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"Politictans early diseovered the neeessity of winning the
Hineral Ling vosers and several meotings were held thore &m when
lccal voters avowed in .virious forms their willingneszs %o {
forego msny personal plessures that they might serve ths country.

"Itinerant ministers also preached to the assembled paoplo, not
frcnn great cathedrals decorated with paintinge of the old mstam,_,
nor accompenied by the mmsie of grand orgens, but in those gravon
which were Godty t‘:_lz'ut temples, where swRying pine and mountain
Sstreams made misic, under & great dome painted by the Master's
hand, set with a thowsend gems end softly lighted by the roon's pale

beams, _ma where &ll nebture joinod in enthems of pralse,

"Mineral King was & silver carp and weny of the old pmma%ﬁ'
wore actually silveriped, 1In white, seanless rock they would point
out wire silver and horn silver. They named the lakes and ledges
silver and sav and admirved the silver lining to every cloud,

“‘fhe very word had such a fascination for them that they
tallked in seft, silvery tones, They pricked up hhﬁir ears when silver
gray roxes were alluded to &nd stood at attontign vhen the old
bear hunters spoke of the &7 lverwtirped griz'ssl;f, and as they lay
down at night snd gazed at the full erbed moon, théy viewed it as
the original of the liﬁar dollar, having milled edges and a
lottered flat surface, and wondered whe tho??ﬁldy had locked st frem
Infaney az the uen in tha.maa might not, after ail, be & mint impresse
fon of ‘the American sagle,"
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early train /robberies

Traiﬁ robberies of the early days of railroading remain.
today one of the features of the "wild west" types of sensational
motion picture films and, in their dey, attracted great attention
in the bpress, Although express cars were designed with particular
care for defense, messengers were well & rmed and liberal rewards were
paid for capture of offenders, robberies were frequent even before
the appearsnce of the Sontag and Ivans maz ouflaw group in the
victure, '

A sensation robbery, typical of the er 8, was that known as
the ixley robbery which occurred near that station on the morning
of Mebruary 22, 1889, A8 train No, 17, James Symington conductor,
was leaving Pixley, two men wearing long maéks of black cloth climbed
over the tender to the locomotive cab and, presenting guns at Peter
Bolenger, the engineer, and C.C, Elder, the fireman, mffers® ordered
them to s top the-train at a point two miles from the station, under threa
of death, /

The engineer complied; he and the fireman were forced to forced
to 1eavé the cab and were placed asz shéelds in front of the robbers
who proceeded to the express car and ordered the messenger.to open ite
The messenger, J.R. Kelley, obeyed the order and one robber entered
while the other kept guard ¢nd took what treasure and valuables
they wished,

In the meantime, Edf RemiXmy Bently, a deputy-constablé of
Modesto who was on the train as a passenger, got off on the opposite

side from which the robbers were operating

(=R

unaware of the cause of
the traoin's delay and, going forward, bent over to look under the
car,

more



early train robberles

'l'!'lin robberies of tre sarly dnys of railroading remasin
todey enc.of‘ the features of the "uld‘ west" types of sensational
moticn plcture films and, in their day, attracted great attention
in the press, §1thon3h express cars were designed with particular
care for defonse, messengers were well a rmed snd liberal rewards were
pald for cspture of offenders, robberies were froquent even before
the appearance of the Semtag and Fvans xm® outlaw grouwp in the
pleture,

A sensation mbbery, typicul of ﬁm er a, vas that lmown as
‘v Pizley robbery whieh oceurred near thet stetion on the morning
of Febrvary 22, 18:89. 48 train No, 17, Jemes Symington condustor,
wes leaving Pixley, two men wearing long masks of black cloth elimbed
over ths tender to the loeomotive cabd m, promtj.ng guns at Peter
Boleriger, the englimeey, and C,.C, Mr,, the firemanm, uzm_.mma
them to s tor the train at & point two miles frem the statlion, unzior threa
of death, .

The engineer ccmplied; he snd the firemsn were forced i:o foreced
to leave the ceb and were plaeed as shéelds in front of the robbers i
who pmcooded- to. the express car and ordered the messenger to open it,
The messenger, J.R. Kelley, obeyed the crder end one ‘robber entered
while the other kept guu!d gnd took whnt treuuz-o a.nd valuakles
they wished,

. In the nuntm, Id. Rentivy Bontly, doputy constable of
Modeste who was on the train as a pusnangm s €0t off on the opposite ;
side from which the robbers were operating, unaware of the eause of
the trpin's delay and, going forward, bent over to lock under the

car,
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"Get baclk there, yoﬁ," shouted the robber on guard firing
at Bently and shattering his arm badly, In shooting Bently, the
robber dropped to the ground and fired between the legs of the
fireman,

The robbers ‘having mﬁkz obtained theim boot y marched the
engineer and fireman back to their posts and then, backing off into
the darkness, disappeared where their horses and confederate were
said to have been concealed, The train b aoked to Pixley, telegraphed
news of the robbery and again broceeded on its way, Upn meaching the
scene of the crime, the body of Charles Gubert, a passenger on the
train, was discovered and it was assumed he had left the car out of
curiousity and had been shot by the robbers,

The Southern Pecific and exXpress éompanes offered a reward of
52000 for the arrest and conviction of each robber and B¥memd special
trains with officers, men and horses left Tulare and Bakérsfield f'or the
place of the robbery, Trails were fqund leading toward the coast
but the marauders were not discovered,

The Goshen train robbery occurred on the morning of January 24,
1890, As train To. 19 was leaving Goshen station that morning, the
role of the Pixley robbery was re~enacted, Two men, wearing long
masks and armed with shot guns, came over the tender to the
locomotive ﬁnd, under threats of deatﬁ, ordered the engineer to
stop the train at the Hanford crossing,

The engineer, S.H. DePue, professed ignorance of what was
meant, but the man in the mask seid, = "You kmow d--= well vhat is
wanted, bmgxz and withéut further &nstrucﬁion the train was halted
as rematzedx ordered,

more
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"Get back there, you," shouted the robber om guard firing
at Bently and shattering his arm badly, In shooting Dently, the
robber dropped to the groﬁnd and fired between the legs of the
fireman,

The robbers having mbxk obitained their boot y marsched the
engineer and fireman back to their posts and then, baeking off into
the darlmess, disappeared where their horses and 'c.'qnf.o&arn"ca woro
said 'i:a heve been concealeds The train b acked to Pixley, telegraphed
newa of the robbary and again pregeeded on 1.ta"u1. Upn meaching the
sgene of the erime, the body of Charles Gubert, a passenger on th."
train, was discovered and i1t was sssumed he had left the car out of
curiousity and had been shot by the robbers,

The Southern Pacific and express compenes offered s reward of
m for the arreit'and aon-vi_eﬁan of eaeh robber and mimxemd special
trains with orﬁ:eei'a,-_- men and horul left Tulare and Pgkersfield for tﬁa
place of the robbery, Trails were found leading toward the soast
but the marauders were not discovereds 2

~ The Goshen train r'obbom occurred on the mming of Jemuary 24,
1890, As irain No, 19 was leaving Goslen station that moraing, the
role of the Pixley robbery was. re-oracted, Two men, wearing long
mesks and armed viﬁl shot guns, came over the tender to the
locomotive and, under threats of death, ordered the ensiﬁor to
stop the t:;l-in st the Hanford c:ouing;

~ The enginser, .M, DePuo professed ignorance of what vas
meant, but the men in the mask sald, "You lmow dee= well what is
wanted,$méxz end without further instruction the train was halted
as »amatrefx ordered, '
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The engineer and fireman, W.G. Lov ejoy, were forced to
leave the cab and to march before the robbers to the gxpress car
and the messenger was told not to shoot, as the engineer Woﬁld
be killed S e i e d'y The door was opened and one of the robbers
entered and filled a sack with valuables, The robbers then compelled
Lovejoy to extinguish the headlight,

In the meantime, x James Cnristensen, an itinerant, who was
riding under the baggage car, bel&eving himself the object of
the train halting, left his perch and walked on the opnosite side of the

=

train from the robiers, o isHe waslobserved and shot, the robber
remarking, "I got thﬁt fellowg" -

The robbers having left, the wounded man was taken on board
and the train proceéded to Tulare where he died the nextday, The
robbers were supposed to have taken {20,000, They were followed

toward the west by officers but not captured.
A attempt

kpurhexr train robbery/of consequence toock place near Alils and,
a 8 in previous cases, homicide resulteds As train No; 17 pulled
out of at 7:50 o'clock on the evening of February 6, iSQl,-the
engine was boarded by two masked men, one on each side, who, with
cocked revolvers pointed at Engineecer J.P. Thorn and Fireman

+.3. Radcliffe and.ordered‘fhem to stop the train at a trestle half

a mile south of the station,

The order was obeyed and the robbers, marching the engineer and
Rare fireman before them, proceeded to the express car and ordered it
opened, Mr, Haswell, suspecting the situation, had extinguished the
lights and upor receiving the order fired Ehxenghzx several shots
bhrqugh the door one of which fatally wounded Radcliffe, the fireman,
f%e shots were returned by the robbers. The battle frightened the
robbers who fled without accomplishing the robbery,

more



ad two robberdes '

The engineer and fimmr:, W.G. Lov-ejoy, were forced to
leave tho cah and to march before the robbers to the express car
and the messenger was told not to shoot, as the engineer would
be killed if he fired., The door was opened and one of the robbers
entered and filled a ssek with valuables, The robbers then eorpelled
Lovejoy to extinguish tbs headlight,

In the meentime, x James Gnrisbonaln, sn itinerant, who wes
riding under the baggege car, believing himself the object of
"the train halting, left his perch end walked on the opposite side of the
train from the rob*;erir. + He was observed and shot, the robber
remarking, "I got that follot.

The robbers having left, the wounded men was talen on, board
end the train proceeded to Tulare nhare_ he dled the nextdaye, The
' robbers were suppesed to have taken §$20,000, They were follewed
. toward fahe west by offiaors but net captured,

m train mb;:ry 1{': consequenee took place near Allla a:a.d,
A &I provioua cases, hoamieide resulted, As t:-'t_.-!.'x_x Hoe 17 pulled
out of at 7:50 o'cloek on tha evening of Febrmary 6, 1891, the
engine was hoarded b‘."f two masked men, one on eéach side, who; with
 eocked revolvers pointed at Engineeer J.P. Thorn and Firemen
G.2. Radeliffe and ord.amd.thsm to stop the trein at a trestle half
a mile south of the station.

The order was ebqud and the robbers, marching the engineer and
fans fireman before them, progeeded to the express car and ordered it
opened, Mr, Haswell, susvecting the situation, had extinguished the
lights and vpon reeeiving the order fired threemghzx nm'arp.l shots
Bhrough the door one of whieh fatally wounded Redeliffe, the fireman,
The shots were returmed by the robbers, The battle frightemed the
robbers who fled without accomplishing the robbery,

more
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Subsequently'the express company gave Radcliffe's widow
+2500 because of the death of her husband but without ﬁdkﬁowledging
\

the shot had been fired by the messengers

The news having been telegraphed from Delano, Sheriff Kay
proceeded from Visalia to the scene and found the tfail of three
horsemen 1eadifg to the northwest which he followed.i . In the
following lay,! William and Grattan Dalton were arrested, charged
with the crime, '

In August,\Grattan Dalton was found guilty but legal
technicalities prevented his sentencing at that time and in
September, he and two other pPis;ners escaped from jail, %
William Dalton was tried in October and acquitted,

A more <etailed story qf activities of the Dalton brothers

oppears elsewhere in thg Anniversaries Edition,

#



ad three robberies

' Subsequently the express company gave Radeliffe's widow
$2500 besause of the death of her husband but without aelmowiedging
the shot had been fired by the messenger, '

The news having been telegraphed fram Delamo, Sheriff Kay
proceeded from Visalia to the scene and found the trail of three
horsemen leading to the northwest which he followed.y In the
following liay, Williem and Grattan Dalton were arrested, charged
with the erime, :

_:}a August, Grattan Dalton was found guilty but legal
tnhnicalj'.tiu- prevented his sentencing at that time and :l;n.
September, he and two other prisoners escaped from jail, ®&
William Delton was tried in October and mcquitted,

A mﬂ detailed atory of metivitles of the Dalton brothers
appesars elsewhere in the Apniversaries Ldition,

#
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edition early county schools

Yax payers of Tulare counfy gver nave been
genserous in supply funds for education, from the beginning, the:
has been a record of advancement in providing schools and, |
in fact, many of the county's most-prominent citizens of today
have been identified closely, as teachers or officials,
with the educational system of the countye

Th;fe were, in 1861, but three regularly ofganiz a
districts in the great area which- then included what is now
Kings county, Tulare county and part of Fresno countye
These were the Visal ia, the Woodville and the Tulae River
districtsa .

the Visalia School district for fhe year 1861-1862
was financed for (971670, Vioodville for {}618413 and Tule River
for $217.30. The lenfiths of school terms varied from thres
to six months, -

In gbout 1864, the following districts had been
organized: Elbow, Venice, Deep Cresk and O:tside Creeke Soon
followed Cottonwood, Fitzgerald (now Tulare), Farmersville,
Kawesh, Kings River, Packwood, Lockford,¥mizm Union,

Vandalia, Willow, Harmony, Mte View, Pfoneer, which included
pra&tically all of the present county of Kings; Antelope in
the Woodlake area, and Sand Creek, now Orosi,

Trus tees assoclilated with the early kixzx history
and development of the schools included:

Vigalia--i,W. Briggs, Nathan Baker, Stephen
Davenporte. =
Elbow-~John C tler, lMerrel Jasper, Philip Wagye

more



edition early county schools

Yax payers of Tulare county ever have been
generous iun supply funds Tor education. From the beginning, the
has been a record of advancement in providing schools and,
in faet, many of the county's most prominent citigens of today
have been identified closely, as teachers or officials,
with the educational system of the countys

There were, in 1861, but three regularly orgaMS~..d
distriots in the great area which then ineluded what is now .
Eings county, T lare county and part of Fresno countye
‘These were the Visal ia, "the Woodville and the Tulme Kiver
digtricts,e

the Visalia School district for the year 1861=1862
was financed for §9%1s70, Woodville for 618,15 and Tule River
for 217+30, 'The lengtha of school terms varied from three
to six montha,

In ebout 1864, the following districts had been
organized: Elbow, Venice, Deep Creek and O:ta'i-dn Creek, Soon
followed Cottonwood, Fivsgerald (now Tulare), Farmeraville,
Kaweah, Xiags River, Packwood, Rockford,iimtem Union,

Vandalia, Willow, Harmomy, lite View, Ploneer, which included
pratétically all of the present county oi‘.Kinga-g Antelope in
the Woodlake m, and Sand (reel, now Orosi,

_ Trus tees assoclated with the early hmsssk history
and development of the schxo'ola--_i.:lmqlndoa_!

Visalla=-i W, Briggs, Nethan Belker, Stephen
Davenporte . _

Elbow==John G tler, Merrel Jasper, Philip Wagye

nore
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Tule River--David Campbell, Deming Gibbons,
William Martine

Woodville==William iillsa

Schools of the early days were sppportedpartly
by the state, partly by the county and, to some extent, by
public subscriptione There was much freedom allowed the county
guperintendent of schools, who also was county treasurer, in '
the handling of fundse If one district needed money and anotherr
district needed it, i1t seemed a simple transaction to transfer
the fund from one district to anothers

An accuraﬁe account Wag-kept, however and
the transactions were carried out with a hipgh degree of honesty
and integritye

No restrictions were placed upon entrance to
public schocls of the periode Pupils five and six years
old as well as those of 25 were admitted, The subjects taught
w ere those that the =kt pupil or parent most desired. |
Penmanship was given much attention and singing schools
we re conducted in practically every district in the countye
These latter, however, generally were priveb e institutions,
short courses being given by some insﬁructor for a nominal feé.

A great development was noted in the early
1880!'s in the organization of new school districts, adoption
of regularly organized courses of study and the extension of the
schocl term to seven and sometimes even eight months.
Then came the introduction of the high schoole

Another account on the growth of the school
system appears elsewhere in the Aﬂniversaries Editione
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