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Yak:ma couple makes beautiful music together

If they can't do it together, they don't do it, and so,

after 40 year:
By LEANNE LaBISSONIERE
s ot

S,

In their 33-year marriage, Don and Rose Marie
u.u.m.-r have lived up to & simple motto — if they
semething h:rlherlher-lmldnu.l:u
e Yakima applied that adage
when they retired lmm the Y-mm Symphoay Oe.
chestra. After 40 years of membership in community
erchestras, the Aligaiers laid down Lheir instruments
atthe end of he 1996-87 seasan.
Don and Rose Marie met while students al Lewis
and Clark High School In Spokase. They started golng
while attending music camgp st Washingtoa
State University.
wm:. in high school, Rase Marle played trampet
Don played tuba with the Spokane Philharmonic.
*!lh music edocation degrees from Eastern
Washinglon University in hand, they moved to
Repablic, l’heu Don accepted bis first teaching

In |m the [amily moved to Yakima. Don speot
five years teaching in the West Valley schools, six
years in Naches and the last 15 ycars in Selah. He
Fetired in 1982 after & T-year Leaching career.

Rose Marie also carned a teaching degree from
Eastern, but pat her career on hold to stay hame and
raise o family. Looking back, she says she has ncver
regretied her decision.

*] am one of the fortunale ones. 1f | could live my
life over, 1 would make all of the same major dect-
‘slons and marry the same man,” she said.

On June 10, 1939, the couple's first anniversary,
Kose Marie doaned uation gown to recefve her
deogree. The following month, she gave birth to her
first son.

“Lackily, thal gown was loase enough to it over
myhgh:xl)‘ " she sald, laughing.
nstead of Laking a full-lme job, Rose Marie chose
u: stay home and teach private trumpet lessons.
Laaghlag, sbe sakd sbé gol a the havll o rocking &
buggy with her foot while she taght lessors.
7 The boys grew wp with 1. sho said
things she has taught her
ind:nh over the yoars haven't come oel of music
theery textbooks. 1 learnied the most abost teaching
from raising my ewn kids,” ahe said. *“They Laught

they are retiring from the YSO, together

me bow loteach music from the right perspective.”

Rose Marie describes herself as a strict music
teacher. She sends practice cards home with her
students and asks parents o see to it that their
ehildren practice dally

The trumpet teacher put ber ihree boys on her
lesson km..:c and had ber own method af getting
them to pra

1 the hnyl halked during practice time, she give

' choloe — practice their trumpet or wash the

disbes.

“All I'd bave (o was start to lake off my apron.
You'd b surprised bow {ast they got Lo their horna,"
she recalled, laughing.

Tha three boys— Dar. Bot aad xmn — are now
raised with children the Aligaiers
are enjoying their nm;ummum

Rese Marie has sbout 20 trumpet students and
teaches lessona one or two days daring the week and
llld.l)’&tlunh

said b hasn't had any trouble filling his days
sum he retired. He enjoys daing odd jobs around the
hoase, sings with the choir at Holy Family Church
and repairs band instruments. Both be and Rose
Mario are members of the Yakima Community Band.

Rose Marie plays trumpet at both the 9 a.m. and 11
a.m, Masses al Holy Family and also plays for all
lecal military funerals.

Bul, their favorite pastime I riding bicycles.
Because they have always been a one-car family,
Rose Marie sald she rode her bike wherever she had
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Now, the car is In the driveway, bat she prefers to
ride ber bike. Everyday, the couple seta out for a 10-
mile bike ride. They both have 16-speeds and bicycles
suitable for riding on rougher terrain.

Tho couple rarely misses a day of riding. Rose
Marie even rides during the winter months.

“Semetimes Don thinis I'm kind of stupid to set out
a0 my bike, but 1 just have to go." she said. “My lile
ia wound op In biccles and trumpets.”

In tveir years with the o the con
ander fou conduciors, DAl Hecbet, B
miller, Bill Wood and Brooke Creswell.

Creswell, who has directed the orchestra since
1967, said people like Don and Rose Marie Allgaler

le played
Drucken-

i g o Tt

Don and Rote Maria Aligaier recont
playing with community orehos|

ate whal make a community orehestra suecessful,

“They typily the kind of devotion that people had to
display over the years Lo make orcheatral music hap-
pen in this arca,” he said.

With six rehearsals required for every concert
plus practice time al home — belng & member of &
commaunity prcheatra is & commitment, But, the cos-
ple 2aid the Ume investod iz worthwh

the Yskima Sympheny @yesrsor

Whather she's speaking of teaching trumpet
leasons or playing with the symphoay, Rose Marie
said the thing she enjoys most are the (riendships
Tormed

“There's a sense of excitement that comes from be-
ing on stage ai satisfaction that comes
from performing,” she said. “But, V‘Ml 1 enjoyed
mast were the wonderful people § met,*
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