By Alex Saluskid
Chairman Yakim= Tribal Council

The.first Salmon festival in which I héd occasion to participate was
in 1907, =

M father, :eorge Saluskin, Aleck Shawaway, John Wildman , Charley
Washington , Pool-oot-kin and many others fished at Ahwatum

As a boy ab-ut 11, I carried the sORAfd sal-on to aPdgaendd the
home of my grandfather, Chief Saluskin. there the women to:#
full charge of pr paring them for the :enét.

Ma y people came to the feast, to rejoice =at the first catch of any
young fisherman or to thank the Great Maker of all things s in a ccordance

ith the religious beliefs and teachings of the people,

What I could understand from the old people whom w re thehea ' of the feast
was that their forefathers had held feasts to thank the Creator
and pray that there would bé an abundance of salmon migrate upstream to the
spawning grounds.

Thé Awahtum fisheries were always there before the corstruction of

the Sunnyside Irrigation dam , where the Yakima ®® tribe had ‘'ished

from time immemorial.

In the year of 1910 , June 6, William Pims drowned while fishing



party to search for the body, but the body never was found .
On June 25, while searching for the body, Soctillo Wddd Wildman
fell into the river and drowned. Hs body vwas found later.

On May 24, the next year, Jcseph Saluskin, Charley Saluskin and
Te-ya-ya-ne Wynaco @en®d were pulled over the dam. Joseph lost his 1 ife by
drowning. Gief Saluskin loved his grandson and in his deep Srrrow again
he declared the day closed to all fishirg.

On May 24,1925, Charley Harrison, Jake Felix, Frank Andrews and Frank
Johnson £ 11 in during a heavy fish run. Johnson was fhe only - ne survivinge.
After that, it pecame a tradition b mutual understanding that one day
~ ech year they should B0 have a memorial salmon day ast.
Jimmy and Charley @&luskin organized Salmon Day Rodeo whichwas
abandoned.

So Sunday, May 26 became a day which we as theYakimas dedi ate to the
lea ers who have reserved the exclusive right to takefish on al! streams
running through and bordering our Yakimg Reservation, and also to mnt and
fish at the usual and accustomed places 1~ n comron with eitizens of

the territory.

The stories of the old people are alwaysrepeated in the days when there

was s@O salmon in abundance i ‘all of the streams and fishermen were
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six days a_week and on Sunday no one was allowed to fish for
galmon and no one violated the tribal law.

Not too many years back it was still the general practice to
follow closely to the old traditions and custom laws. Of course
some fishermen traded this catch for vegetables, fruit, meat etc
to farmers who came from acrossthe river. No one said anything abut
it and the practice was not disapproved by the leaders of the tribe.

The fighermen supplemented tH@dddf their food needs , in absenceof
any specific 1d@ad languave i the tr@0&g 1855 treaty, that the salmon
caught by the Yakimas shall not be sold or exchanged for othér articles or

bartered
It was always theugener 1 understanding by the Yakimas that they @n

dovhat ever they can with the fish. The righ to take fish is the right
reserved in the Yakima 1855 treaty.

The need for irrigationvater and the building of the many irrigation
systems and the uncontrolled intakes of th e diversion Leadgates
caused the destruction and depletion of the Salkon run in the Yakima river.

The impounding of water and flooding‘%he spawning areas and polnfion

is 1so the major factor in reducing the salmon nopulati n in the -

Yakima rive .



When ILewis and Clark journeyed down the Columbia Captain Clark wrote
concerning his Celilo-obserVations of Oct. 22,1805..."the waters
is divided into several narrow channels which pa sthrough a hard black rock
forming islands of rocks at this stage of water, on tddé those island of
rock as well as at and about their lodges I observe great numbers of
stocks of pounded salmon neatly -preserved. .#xXx .. thus preserved these fish
may be kept sound and sweet several years as those eole informed me, .
great quantities asthey informus are so’d to the white pQOale who visit
the mouth f this river as well asto the nativesbelow."
The geﬁerél practice existed at every place where salmon was the
principal indust?y.
Ever since the salmonbtecame cne of the major industry of the northwest
thousands of commercial fishermen migrated to the lower Co’umbia river.
Large fish fraps and fish wheels made the major reduction of the salmon
run in the Columbia river. Naturally that caused the major reduction
of salmon run in the Yakima river.
The Celilo falls is now gone fo ever, the fishermen vho dip netted for
their econmic welfare are now looking around and askirg the question:

What can I do to earn enough to support my family. Three hurdred

fgmilies are affected. These people are untraired or skilled



The rightto take fish 1s the exclusive righit vhich cannot be
abrogaxted by state or federal government because it is the supreme law of
the land in equal stqtus with the Constitution of the Urted S@8& States.
It isthe authority of the tribe to reg 1ateltheir peonle.
The Yakima Tribal Council is making a study of the situation . Maybe in

one or two more seasons a reasonable regulation may be enforced



Northwest officers of
Civil “ar fame and other notes,

From Dr.%iffith:

I recall that Abe Lincoln, an I,dian of white descent, told me about

the old bathroom at Fort Simcoe when I was on recruiting dubty in 1915
It was formerly a chapel and had stained gla ss windows in it.

Lincoln told me that it was in this chapel that Archer'!s wife and
little son were lald out after their death.

Lincoln's mother was an Indian waman who was living with an of ficer.
She warned the men at the fort that the Ihdians planned an a ttack therse,
When she went to the Klickitat they followed her, caught her and

hung her on a rock near the mouth of the Klickitat river.
Oregon City was in the 1llth military district.
‘ucker and Loring-~2 companies.
All correspondence < the War Department referred to The Dai1es
as Camp Prum, a single issue ration post.It was made a double ration
post-~artillery being added tothe infantry. It was known as *:ort Drum at
the Dalles,

Jgrdan published the f irst newspapa at the Yalles. He espoused the
cause of the south and was assigned in the Confederate Army as chief

of staff for :ouregaard.

Winder was statlioned hers &8s captain. His son was named after
Steptoe. He went to “alla Walla and was second in comnand under Steptoe
in the Expedition into the Indian country.

He went tothe South and was with Stonewall Jackson. He was killed in &
the battle at Cedar mountain.

Capt. Taylor and D.Mac Gragg were here and at Walla Walla, He was
a lt. cavalry or dragoon, secord in com and with Uapt. Taylor.

Gregg later fought with the Union He was with Custer when Yus ter
defeated Jeb Stewart  int he battle of UGsttysburg.

Ggston, killed in the Steptoe expeditionwas alsohere.



Crooks was at port Simcoe.
Philip Sheridan arganized a company of dragoons--mounted men from the
valley of Champoeg. '
Archer was killed at Atlanta.
Pickett made a trip across the mountains amd was here awhile in 1859.
He was the Ysorge Pickett who gained fame at Uettysburg.
For sane reason or other, Laring didn't get along wellwith Jeff
Davis. #11 the others got to be ma jor gnera ls.
Randolph, a surgeonf ram Virginia, was with Steptos.
“har 1es Reynolds was killed in the DBattle of Gettysburg. He was

a general,

old road to Simcos f rom

The Dalles.

I remember you crood@dotid®dpiddpdhdde went down the valley to Hopper
Mills, it was up a draw an the othe side of the river and
down a valley. It is on that road that the f’olon momument is located.
That is the monument mrking the place where he was killed.

The old road turns right, goss down and west tob elow Ft. Simcoe armd

crosses Toppe nish creek,

jhe road to Walla Walla went out to Pufur road, cross d three miles,
crossed 15 miles where the Brooks place 1s now, then on east, crossed
the PeChutes river at the Free Bridge., thencame along highlands on
sath of theriver to Arlington



Yakima Reservation: (Father Wilbur)

I would recommend that a portion of the principle reservations,
those that have large tribes of Indians settled uwpon them, be surveyed
into small tracts in order that the Indian Department may be enabled to
give to each Indian a home in his own right, for the use of himself and

fanily.

From my personal knowledge, having been in the field in this
Territory for the past seven years as a deputy, I am satisfied that there
is nothing that could be done that would tend so much to civilize as well
as christisnize the Indian as to give him a small tract of land and let
him realige that he is a man and that he must depend upon his own exsrtions
to procure a livelihood. This would serve to break up his tribal relationss
it would create a desire for agricultural implements, a permanent house
instead of the bark shanty and a thousand other wants of the civilized man,
thereby inducing him to become an inhabitant of one locality rather than
a wanderer seeking a precarious living by the chase as his forefathers have
done for centuries before.

The only reservation in this Territory, and the only one in the
United States, so far as I know, where the Indians are increasing in number,
is the Yakima agency.

The Reve Jo He Wilbur has induced about two hundred red families to
Wadopt the habits of the whites™ to the extent of becoming farmers. They
have selected small parcels of land, built comfortable houses, have good
churches in which they hold regular services, and are fast becoming not
only civiliged, but christianigzed. A survey of a portion of the best landa
in each principle reservation would be a great blessing to the remaining few

who are fast passing away.

They want "somsthing they can leave their children when they go to
the happy hunting ground.® The reservations, if surveyed into small tracts
and a portion set aside to such as are willing to occupy it with a proviso
that 1t shall never be sold out of the tribe would in my opinion work a
lasting good to a race of people who are rapidly decreasing in number.

Le P. Bsach, Surveyor General, Washington Territory. (1870%)



Officers at Fort Sinmcoe

Auvzgust, 1856 - monthly reports from all Posts. Robert S, Garnett
assigned to command troops ordered to establish the temporary post,
Fort Simcoe in the Simcoe Valley, Yakuma County, W To, Auge 6, '56,
by orders No, 10 of that date from Hgrs, llorthern District of the
Pacific, :

Joseph B, Brown - assistant surgeon,

Dickenson Woodruff, Capt,, 9th Inf, Co, F

Francis L, Bowman, L) g i 1l G

Harvey Douglas 2 X1 YNNI ERNEAE i ne oG

Charles A, Reynolds " " " o NI
Absent

Henry M, Black, lst. Lt, 9th Inf,

John W, Frazer ) " it "

October, 1856, Monthly Reports = Officers Present

Robert S, Garnett, Iajor, 9th Inf,

Joseph B, Browm, assistant surgeon, medical depte

James J, Archer, Capt., 9th Inf, Coe I = joined from absence without
leave, Oct, 3, 18H6,

gaXTy 1lste Lt, Coo I = joine <from absence without leave,
game date.

George We
John C, Howard, 1lsta Lt., Cos C - jdined from leave of absence, Octe, 18,
Henry (Harvey 2) Douglas, 2nd Lt., Coe G - joined from lesve of ab. O, 18
Jesse K, Allen, 2nd Lt,, Co, C = joined from detached service Oct, 31,

Absent on leave - Frances E, Patterson, Capt, Co, C, 9th Inf,,
Charles A, Reynolds, 2nd Lt., Co, F, 9th Inf,

Absent without leave - William lleyers, 2nd Lt., Co. I, 9th Inf, Left
company on detached service Oct. 16, '55, and carried as AWOL since
Dacémber 15, '55,

lovember, 1856 - Officers Present
Dickenson Woedruff, Capt, Co., Fy, 9th -~- joined from detached service
at Fort Dalles, Ore, Terr, love 2le Assumed command at Simcoe, Hov,

21, relieving Capt, Archer, commanding since MNov, 19, '56,.

James J, Archer, John W, Fraser (Frazer?), Geo, W, Carr, John C.
Howard, Jesse X, Allen,



Absent without leave - Patterson; AWOL - Garnett, Brovm, Chas,
A, Reynolds, William Meyers, 2nd Lt.,s Coe C, 9th, left company
on detached service, Oct, 16, '56,

January, 1857 «~ Dickenson Woodruff in comman, Officers same as above,
William Meyers returned,

February, 1857 - Officers same as above, Anthony Hager, ass't surgeon,
assigned to post,

March, 1857 = same officers, lMany AVWOL

April, 1857 - game

May, 1857 = Officers presents-Garnett, joined from AWOL and assumed
command of post May 17. Anthony Heger (name spelled Hager before),
James Archer, Henry I, Black, John W, Fraser, John C, Howard,
¥m, Meyers, Chase A Reynolds, Jesse K., Allen, James B, Se Alexander,
2nd Ltes Coe C, Oth Inf, post adjutant,
Absent - Dickenson Woodruff, Henry Douglas,
Resigned - Francis E, Patterson,

Comments that no extra duty pay since August, '563 many men on
sick 1list to shirk works climate bad for rheumatic complaints,

121 recruits under command of Gar nett and Capt. Black (arrived
with Garnett?)

June, 1857 = same officers,

July, 1857 - same officers, Elisha E, Camp, 2nd Lt, 9th Inf,; Co,
I, on detachied service, i

August, 1857 - officers present the same as July.
September, 1857 - officers present same as July and August
October, 1857 -~ same

November, 1857 = same

Decenber, 1857 -~ same, Officers present - Woodruff, Fraser, Carr, Howard,
Harvey (Henry?) Dougles,, 2nd Lt, Co, I, joinmed from AWOL Dec, 21,
1856,

Absent with leave = Garnett = for 60 days from time of leaving
the Department, with permission to apply for one month extension,
Special Orders llo, 112, Hars, Dep't of Pacific, Benicia, Calif,,
Octe 2, '564 Relinquished command, left post Nov. 19,

Absent without leave =~ Jos., (Jas.?) Brown, ass't surgeons Chas, A,
Reynolds, 2nd Lt, Co, I'y 9th Inf,

n oOnvw Lo ’.ﬁ Q3 mma o
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Authorize Garnett ® avail himself of leave granted in Special Orders
No Ps 112.

January, 1858 -~ same officers, with addition of David P, McKibbon,
2nd, Lte, 9th Inf,; Coe Fe

James J, Archer left Company on Octe 22, 1857
Letters mention troops cengaged with hostile Indians

A1l this time building operations on - carpenters receiving $4
% 34450 a dey, mesons $5. Cook $75 a month,

February, 1858 = same offigers.

March, 1858 - gsamee Ps A, Owen, 1lst Ltes 9th (Co, C. ?) transferred,

April, May, June, July - many absent on leave or on detached service,

Auveust, 1858 - Present Henry M, Judah, assumed command August 10, '58;
Anthony Heger, James B, S. Alexander, All the other officers under
M2 je. Garnett on expeditiin against hostile Indians, Some few
recruiting, Jesse K, Allen killed near Yakama River, Aug, 15,
Many reinfercements - Co's D & B, 4th Inf,, and C, G, & I of the
9th took the field agai nst Indians for 50 days,.

September, 1858 - Officers all back, Some on detached service,

October, 1858 -~ Garnett relinquished command Oct, 14 - sixty days
leave, Compliments to Garnett and Wriglh over campaign,

Tovember, December -~ Archer in command,

January and February, 1859 = Feb, orders: get as meny men ready as
possible soon as can - report all serviceable and unserviceable
means of transportation, Archer in command,

March, 1858 = Archer in command,

Post evacuated May 22, 1859, Buildings turned over to Indian Department
same date,

Above notes made by Ethel Semple Swansgtrom - War Dept,
Washington, D Ce.y October, 1936,



B:F. Kendall supt. Ind Affairs in
®elaiion to return of “rms.

(Bancroft)

Dalles Oregon Yet 14, 1861
Sir: :

Enclosed you wi 11 find a copy of a lo tter from the Indian a gent
at Yek ima, A,A, Bancroft esq. in regard to arms.

His request may be someamhat extravagant but if ya have any arms
belonging to the territory o that you could furnish them some sixteen
or twenty stand and a reasonable number of rounds of amrmunition it
would seem to be one highly proper.

The employees are located some sixty five miles from the Dalles
among themountains and circumstances not anticipated now night render
it Important to have arms at hand,

Please advise me dgdddd in regards to thismatter.

Yirect to me care J. Hénman , “alles Regards and
oblige.

Yours Respectfully , B,F. Kendall, supte. indian affairs, W.T,

“opy

Office Yakima Ind., #gency

Fort Simcoe W.T, Oct. 12, 1 €61
Sir; ¥:11 you cause to be sent to this a -ency forty stand of U.S.
rifles, muskets with four th sand r-unds of ammunition for the same.
In ca e themuskets cannot be procured the rifle 1s next desirscble.

Yours Resprctfully

A°A_ Bancroft, Ind, Agent

Lakima Nation,
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Empty shell of government buildings ..
inOmdedoﬂedgé@ﬂ@dmﬁaﬂOﬂbQQﬁu
62 years after the fort was built and after the
military rule passed, the Yakimas looked to the agency
superintendent ;or'th r allotments of m oney and
govermment regulations and in $B0J0&d 1922 a bill was
pa. sed in congress providing for transfer of the agency amd prudd
providing TS0,0UO forthe work +o Toppenish or WpaAl lapato.

Don M. Carr, superh tendent since 1912 was handling a business
close to half a million dollars a year in tribal funds and land
leases fa t he Yakimas onthe reservation. Wapato , center of
Indian population on the re servation likely choice for headquarters.

fefore 1920 ..Indian school was closed

decay starting

Mi roy 1882-85

Charles H. Dickson 1885-1886,

‘homa Ppiestly 1886-1890,
Webster L, Stabler 1890-91 L7 Qi 1%
P I\....-(- .‘;‘d

M
S e V¥

Jay L¥nch 1891~ 19@000DD 1908.
S JANM., 088 Young Q608U 1908-1912,

Don Mo Carraee.



wilbur entered service supt teachinz inl 860, agencr 1864

Urcanized in 1877,summer of 1877. J.H. Wilbur, U.S. Indian agent.

;ec 4-1874- Ulothes ordered , shipred, not received, letter to E.A.

-d

vat, commis 1 oner,

&

ec. 13 , 1878, 3,500 belong to reserve, 2,000 live on it, 1,600 head

of cattle, 25 he8B dollars a head, 15,000 head of horses.

Military took over Sept 1864, Lt. J.M Smith, “ilbur resumedJen 1,
1871
1879 M.A. Royal was chief, left, 40 on force, toc many,
dismi sed 30, unweildy. Eneas capt. Succeeded by Jokn Lymley,

J.H. Fa rchild chief.

Fep 56,1878, ar ival of Paiutes, and of 200 “mowhalla indians.,

543 palutes

Yet 1879--Police forc end families rec iving 43,800 pounds of beef
rations annually, 48 cents, f1,752; 36,500 pounds of f lour, sugr,
co fes, syrup beans, rice and salt, total of T7,557.50
November 17,1989 1879, Wwilbur spnointed Jpohn Lymley captaln at
¥8 a month “getting *5; 1880 dlscontinued rations.

W1lour, “ethodist, dismissed Eneas, a devout Catholic.

nw/‘r&
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1879--Eneas, 40,
Ortz, pvt. born in Oregon, a Falute.
labyowan, private, temporarly emploved at Tumwater. “hite Salmon.,
Pwinden, private, :umﬂater, “hite Salmon,
John Luymley,first sgt. 43, born on theCow itz, a Klickitat, ,5 a month.
aprointed captain “ect 1,B9¢ 1879
Thomas *inpson, at fumwater, nominafed for 1t. c mmended.
Peer,sgt, bon at Tumwater, & ,ascopam,
Luxillo, a private, Skeinna.
Oscar Mark, private, plic itat.
“harlo, Yakima born.
Jim wesley, private
Dave Wallamet
Dick “erman, a pri vate, ‘alute, born in Yevata.
hlickitat Peter, private, Yakima, O®D Klickitat
Pa dy Caps, Paiute, born -‘evada.
‘homes Crees, lieutenant, promoted, pay wB& @dgadn: %96 a yeur
Ho towit, died 1880.
Senson. ‘ .
“husta Sattas, Klickitat
Sattas Bleck, from the Satus, Y60 a year.

Geo coldays

1878--record of council, Yakima, own decision in case of man charged
with murder. “ouncil objected to having fried in U.5. court, protested
they ¢ 1d settle o n affairs, found@0! gullty imorisoned a year at the

agency, fi e of 10 horses or more.

1888--Gsorre Talioferro, clerk and eR-officio chief. Mpses Strong lieut.

Pe-el sgt. Charles Miller, Peter Kllckitat, w<allace Arquette, “oscoe
Miller, Isaac Asa and Sharlow, polic men.



1880=--
AdQ@Geg “#dultery..man confined to gua dho se in irons,thme
woeks ;woman 15 lashes on bare back, man taken to blacksmith shop

and iorned, sentence on women c=rried out by olice,

Man and wo an, another punishement confinement of man, irons, two months
and 7 lashes at end; woman 1 month and 50 lashes, approvedby agent,
provisicn if deemed excessive co 1d mo@ify it.

Toy , gamblinz, one week confined, rele ased.

Seven young mén for markins calves without authority, tried by

council, received 20 lashes each.

| “oman, refusing to obey order of court and live with husband,

confined to jail. ;

Stop - U.S5. mail in *attgs canyon, brought in. , released at
request o mail carrier who did not wish to acquirs 1ill will of

priscner s friends.

Arrest of Paiuts for leaving reservation @tO without passes

"g1l of the prisoners escaped, having B0 preuredfiles and in that way
¢cut of! their irons,"

Une *ndians, difficulty over horses, tried by agent, dissatisfied,
went to Yalkima VYitvk haa parties arrested off reservation, “rse
decided the same, cost T5O and two horses wh ch council cons idered
sufficient :punishment for his contempt in appealing to a civ 1 tribunal
which had no jurisdiction.
But was persuaded underli d, vivorously , to go to jail,

1881--John Lumley, captain; Thomas Simpson, lieutenant; Fierre,
firs sgbt. “homas Cr =, second sgt.; pvts ®harlo, Dick Herman, Klicritat,
Pgter; “lamden, YaYowdn, Otis, totalnumber 10.

Convicted for taking ho ses off re ervation, where they w re
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1883--%11bur--Sometimes hundred miles outside of reservation,
"there beine no law re quiring a v ite man outside the reservatim to
respect the arthority of the indian poli‘ceman. I sugzest the enactment

of a law by Consress giving Indian polic men the poier aad authority

of a U.S. marshals in perfommance of ®0 duty outside the reservation

068344 1885-- R.H, Milroy, agent.. "the most beneficial improvenent
mede in our I dian policy of late ye s ,after that of industr al
boardi g scpool away from the reservation 1s the creation of an Indian
police force. I have found them entirely trusworthy and relis ble in
e ery emergency..

Lyyided reservation into 5 districts and had the Indians select
a justice of the peace in each disrict, taking the st@f0x territorial

J-'.

statutes as a cerner-l gw‘dé. 1 dian policeman in ach district

performed the duties of cors table for the JP.
T instituted a reser ation court of three jud-es with original

jurisdiction in highe c¢riminal andcivil ca<es and ap ellate jurisdic tion

in appeals from justices.of thepeace, reserving formysel the

dutises of a supreme court.

T avpoin ted the first the during the first two #ears but &0

at a rener-1l cle ction last £ 11 3 reservation judges and 3 commissioners
were elcted to p efrom duties of county commissioners were
elected.  he captain of lpolict acts as sherif’. Boord 1214 out
roads, div vidinr the reserve into three divisions
fhus the auntonomy of the r ervation is in 7ood run ing ofle®O order.
Used territorial statutes as general g®iGe0 guides, speclal cases
amended one of these new laws was the insti ution of the whipning nost. for

wife baating..



brended and selling them for 3 each, larme horses and 1.50 small,

domestic relations,.

1889-- “ined seven dollars for selli-~ one issue calf, paid fine.

Found 7 1ty of tr ding issue cattle for horse. Sen'enc to return
horse to ID on account of beins a cr pole,

Eoldone issue calf, sentence 4 days work on road. Spld one issue cdmpy

calf, three d&ys on road,
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.T. Erwin, repart 1895, 25 cases tried by thecourt , "ndlans
sreferr d to have cases tried by the agent.

Pol ice force cons ists of 1 captalin and 2 privates. I find

.

that soretimes their &ve8® eyesight 1is poor andthey fall to detect their
intimate friends when they are drunk, but this exception they are
diligbnt and faithful.

Whiskey, 83 convictedof selliing 1iqﬁor to +nl ans,.



Legends.

Molo molo (copy) Mool-Mool.)

"The place of solid comfort. Story. # great vavern extended
miles into the mountain. "Pure lemonade.!"
Great animal , half as large as a mountain, destroying people,
eating them, shook down half of mountain (Adams)
Its flippers were as large as a tepee. It had two curved hornse.
CY these horns it impaled people by the thousands, ,
It's weight sent 1t crashing through cavern floor.
It still lives, unable to disentangle itself., It's strugles
cause sacred springs to bubble,
Yakimas say molo-molo will free h mself from subterranean

prison and visit man with disaster againe.



