Please include the following statement in the
veitten record of the hearing before the
Senate Subcommittee on Indian Affairs, held
at Nespelem, Washington, October 25, 1963,

Senator Frank Churchy, Chairman

To explain the basis of the following opinions on S,1442 and S.1169
1'd 1ike first to tell you of the type of research made to be sure of the
justice of our recommendaiionse

About a year and 2 helf ago two Coiville women came to ouxr Chamber of
Commerce and asked for our support in bringing about the termination of
Federal Indian Bureau control of this reservation. I, a non-lndian, volun-
teered to investigate and report back to the Chambex.

I began the investigatiun by interviewing the County Attorney, the
Counity Shexiff, the County Assessolr, the County Welfars Administrator and
one of the Colville womsn who had appsaled to our Chambex of Commercee.

Since then I have talked with the Couniy Commissioner whoy at the tims,
was handling Indian problems, with Joseph Wicks { our retired Supzrior Court
Judge), with the County Superintendent of Schools, the County Agricultural
Lgent, with a member of the Tribal Business Council and an ex-Council member,
with members of the Colwille Indian Association and of the Colville Liqui-
dation Promotexs, and with other Indians vho are not associated with either
organization.

I have studied copies of the Congressional Recoxd, +he recoxd of joint
Congressional hearings two ysars ago on Colville judgment funds, the record
of House hearings last year on Colville termination legisiation {H.R. 8469
which is the same as S, 1442 now being considerad. )

The Indian people have brought me many copies of the minutes of Tribal
Council meetings, the official audits of tribal funds {made by the Sass
Aczounting firm of Omak}, the Stanford Research Imstitute's report, and
many other documentsc

With this information to guide us the Oroville Chambexr of Commerce
subreits the following reccmmendations:

As to Se 1169, we axre not in a position to know whether $350 is the
exact sum due each Colwills from judgment funds, but we believe that ail
of their judgnent money and its accumuiated interest should be pald o the
Indian © °ple, op a per capita basis,; unless some other usse for the money
is yoted by the Indian people, themselves, in a frae slection. We belleve
this same principle should apply to 21} judgment funds, for a}l Indiansy and
that Congress should so direct the Secretary of the Interiox.



Now; in regard to S. 1442:

We believe the Colville people are ready for termination pow. Our sure
vey of the leaders in Okanogan County indicates they beiieve the same, Bui
we believe that S. 1442 is designed to dmpede termination and delay it as
long as possible. We believe the bill shoud provide a definite texmination
date, not to exceed five years,

As an example of the cpportumities for stalling contained in this bill
we cite the followings This bill provides for the tribe to present a membar-
ship roil within sit months of the passage of this act, with the Secretary
of the Interior directed to prepare the roll if the tribe fails to acts No
time 1limit is i{mposed on the Secretary.

Now this bill was introduced in the Senate in YMay. That same month the
Bureau issued per capita checks of $150 out of Colville comnunal, funds.
Either the Bureau had an accurate w1l at the time the bill was. introduced
or it appears to be guilty of gress negligence in handing out money without
first learning who was entitled to receive those checks,

Nore opportunities for procrastimation are apparent in the provision
for bringing up to date the ownership records. Fox land it holds in trust
the Burecau should have accurate records now.

The vhole bill is loadsd with devious devices to keep the Colvilles
under Bureau control. One such device §s the orovision for duplicating
studies already made. In 1959 the Bureau conucted an imtensive survey of
soil and grazing resources of this resexrvation. Tn addition to this the
Stanford Research Institute conducted an sxtarnsiyve survey of tribal resources.
The Bureau shou!: already have available in its files much of the information
needed for orderly termination of Faderal supervision.

The major exception is a mineral suxvey. On that there should be a
definite time limit. Also, all studies should run concurrently, not con-
secutively. Under S. 1442 the Bureau could gasily perpetuate its control
over these psople for another gemeration, just by adding unnecessary surveyss
{See p. 4, lines 21-29).

This bill provides for a land consolidation study but glves the Indians
no opportunity to voie on whether they want land consolidation. In the last
six years approximately $670,000 of tribal nopgy has been used to buy land
to add to commmal holdings without giving the Indian people an cpportunity
to vote on whether they want additional commumal holdings. It is our belief
that very few Colvilles would vote in favor of iand eonsclidation expenditures.

In September President Kemnedy told the United Nations, "Paople of the
world must be free to choose their own future.” If this precept is right
for people behind the Iron Curtain it should also apply to people behind the
Bukskin Curtain,



These Indians not only have been denied the right to choose their own
future, they have also been denied the right to have zecess to their own
monbership roll. Since 75 per cent of the Colvilles live off the reserva-
tion, many living in other states, 1t is impossible for them to conduct an
indspendent survey of the opinions of tribal members without a list of the
namss and addresses of enrolled members of voting age.

Us believe this Senate Subcormittee has the power te requisition the
tribal roll and should make it availeble to any tribal ocganization that
wants it.

Public Law 772 specifically called for a termination bill to be presented
in 1961. S. 142 is not a terminastion bill. Even its strongest advocates
admit that it is not. We believe it should be rewritten to comply with
Public Law 772. 4 termiration bill is already two ysars overdue.

Following are some of the provisions we think a termination bill should
containsg

The question of hunting and fishing rights should be clearly settled.
S. 1442 makes no mention of such rights and thereby leasves the docor open for
future litigation,

There is no provision for guardianship for minors and incompetents.
i’o belisve provision should he made for such guardians to be appointed by
our local Supericr Comrt judge who is in a position to keop abreast of the
neads of these being protected.

Vle have heard reporta thot some Klamath Indian %esnagers married hastily,
to be free of gnardianship, and raceived their liquidation money before they
wore mabture enough to handis it wisely., We recemmsnd that safeguards against
euch practices be includcd in Colville termination leglslation.

Ve believe the bill preparsad by the Celville Indian Asgociatien (H.R.L918)
should have been introduced in the Senate so that it, tono, could have been
included in these hearingg. It sesms pecullar that hearinge are being held
orily on the bill which the Buresaw has already approved,

Ve believe Senator Jackson did a grave injustice io the Indian people
by refusing to introduce their bill «fter he had, by request, inmtroduced this
e which so heavily favors the Bureau.

Has this Bureaun bsen allcwed to grow into such a powerful monster that
our Senators are reluctant to imtroduce or hold hearings on legislation to
which the Bureau is opposed? It's no wonder the Colville Liquidation Pro-
noters are making plans to take their problems into covrt. It is a shame
on our state that these poople have been 30 neglected by their own representa-
tives in both the House and Senate.

‘e believe H.R. 4918 skould s%ill be introduced in the Semate and should
receive gnbiassed consideration in preparing final termination legislation.
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Ve belicve the tormination bill should »equire the Bursan to stop all
plans (not epproved by a vote of the people) for dovsloping this regervationy
and gpeed up plans for ite liquldabion. It should prohibit a1l business
commitments beyond five years. It should require the Purecau to issuve land
patents for privately ownod trust land 2s provided in the bill prepered by
the Colville Indien Assooiation (H.R. L918). This should be one of the first
sbeps toward complete teraivstion of Bursau conrol.

The bill ghould provide In-licueof toxss payments to Okenogan and Ferry
Comties to covor the period between termination and roceipt of the first
tax peyments somo thres years later.

Ve belleve the torminatlon bill should cell for a comprehensive audit
of all tribal funds, both locally end those handled by the Buresu. S. 1hl2
nakes no euch provision.

And finally, we bglieve the hearings on those two bills should be
followed by a thorough investigasbtion of condlitions on this reservation.
Thore are enovgh charges of graft and favoritism to warrant such ap inves-
tigation. Vhether the charges are true or false shouwld bs determined by an
Irpartial exaninntion by compeient people.

If Congress is tco apathetic to dempnd and get jushice for peepls of
Tndien blocd, then ws can expect mothing better for the obtlsr races that
meke wp Arerics.

Regpactfully svbmitted,
. Mrg. Ruth Seofield, Chairman

¢ Indian Affelrs Commitios
Orevilie Chamber of Commerce




