Cariboo trail

Early in 1849 the sleepy auiet of Victoria , Yancouver Islamd
was disturbed by the arrival of stragglin groups of r agged nonedescript
wanderers who werene lther trappers nor settlers.

They carried blanket packs on their backs and leatler belts filled
belted securelyaround the waist closeto their pistols. *hey did not
wear moccasins after the fashion of trappers but heavy , knee high
hobnailed boots. Ih place of guns oer their shoulders they had picks
and hammers ard such stout sticks as mountaineers use in climbing.

They v_olunteere;dlitcle infeo mati cnas towhence they had come or w hither
they w re going. ! heysought out “oderick Finlayso , chief trader for
the Hudson's Bay company. :hey wante provisioms from the company,
yes, rice, flour, ham, salt , pap er sugar and to vacco and at ‘the
smithy they demard ed shovels, picks, iron laddes and wire screens.

It was only when t hey came to pay that J“inlayson felt sure of vhat he
had already guessed. ’ILhe‘ unstrapp d those little leather bags around
their cartridge belts am produced in tiny gold nuggets tle price of what
tiey had bought.

eothe fur trader hated the miner. ‘heminer, wherever he went, sounded

the lmell of fur-trading and thetrapper did not like to have his game
mreserve owrrun by fellows who scared off all the animals from traps, set
fire going to to clear away underbrush and owned responsibil ¥y to
no autharitye. ‘

No doub t the men were argonauts, drifted upf rom the gold diggings in
Yalifornia; no doubt they w ere searching for new mines but who had
ever heard of gold in Vancouver islanl or in llew Caledonia as the
mainland was named,

oo Finlayson tooklt he nuggets at eleven dollars an ounce and sent the gold
dom to ®an Francis co, very doubtfulwlat the re sl value would prove,

It proved ¥16 tothe ouncee.
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for seven or eight years af terwards rumors kept floating in to the
eampany's £ orst of finds of gold. Many of the ¢ ompany‘s servants drifted
away to California in the wake of the forty-Niners anﬁ the c anpany found
I mrd to keep its trappers fram dese 'ting all up a d down the
Pacific coaste

"‘heque st for gold had become a sort ofyellow-fever madness. Men
flung certainity tothewinds and trekked recklessly to California, to
oregon, to tle hinterland of thecountry around Cflville and Okanagan,
ce+es ithin two miles of ¥ale 80 “ pdians and 30 white men wer working
the goldbars ; tand log boarding-houses and saloons éprang up
along the river-bank as if by magic,

“"aturally the last comers of '58 were too late to get a place on the
gold-bars amd theywent back to the coast in disgust, calling the gold
stampede ~the Fraser "iver humbug." Nevertheless men were washing,
sluicing,hr ocking am digging gold as far as Lillooet. Oftent he day:s
yield ranas high a s ¥800 a man and t he higher up the t reasurer
seekers pushed the ir way the coarser grew the gold flakes and grains.

Would the g olden lure lead finally to the mother lode of all the yellow
Paghddgddnwashings. That is the hope that draws the prospector from
river to stream, f rom s tream to dry gully bed; fromd ry gully to precipice edge
and oftenover the edge to death or fortune.

eethen he had pushed on up the river to Uariboo, travell ¢ as. he told
us by the Iudian trails over Jacob'!s ladders--wicker ard pole
swings to sevrve as bridges across chasms--wherever the float or
sign of mineral might leéd them. Poth on the ‘Fraser and in Cariboo he
had found his share of luck and 11 luck and ke regretted the passing of
the golden age of danger...but he said if we prospectors hadn't
blazed the trail of the canyon yo wo 1ldn'a have your
railroads here today-<ley only followed the t rail we fist cut and then

builte¥ followed the "float” up and they followed us.



What the trapper was to the fur tradg, the prospector was to the
mining era that ushered. civilization into the wilds with a ©08 blare o
dancehalls and wine and wassailand greed.

Float..

“hat was the float..a sandy chunk of gravel perhaps flaked with
ellow specks the size of a pin head., He wanted to know where that chunk
rolled downf r He knocked it open with his mallet It if had a
shiny yellow pebble inside only the size of a pea, the miner would stay
on that bank am begin bench diggings into the dry bank. By the spring
of ?b9 dry bench diggings had extended back fifty Miles from the
river.

“f the chunk revealed only tiny eyellow specks, perhaps mixed with
v ité quartz, the miner would try to find where it rolled from and would

ascent the gully or mountain torrent or precipice.

Pack stringe..
There is always the wise o0ld bell-mare leading ti® 'ay,. fhere is
always the lazy packer that B s to be nipped by the horse behind him.
There are always the shanky colts who bolt to s tampede where the trail

widens, but even shanky-le;ged colts learn toleep in line in the wilds.

Uariboo..

Carivbou-
Yo the minera penetrating the wilds narth of the Frase: tie caribou
proved a £00Q godsend durim tmt lean first winter. ‘he miners spelled
it "cariboo’ aml thus gave the great gold area its name.
Cradliné

Wherever a sand -bar gave signs of mineral it was tested with the
primitive frying-pan. If the pan showed a deposit tie miner rigged up a
rocker, a contraption resemblirg a c radle with roclers below,about four
feet from e to end, two feet acposs and two deep. The sides converged to

bottome

At the head was a perfarated sheet-liron bottom like a housewifels colander,

~
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Into this box the gravel was s hovelled by one miner. * e man's pardner
poured in water androcked the cradle-cradled tle sand. ‘he water ran through
the perfarated bottom to a secomfloor of quicksilver or copperlahda or
wooly blanket which <c@ughtthe gold. Op a larger scale, when
strecms were directed through wooden boxes, the gold was sluiced;
on a still larger scals the rocess was hydraulic mining through the same
principals. ‘
In fact, in huge freemillng works where hydraulic machinery crushes the

gold-bsaring quartz and screens 1t to f ineness b efore catching the
gold ond elicate sisves, the process is mmly a canplex refinement of the
bar washer cradling his golde.

Cariboo trail..hemlocks, before clearsd by fire;
crisscrossed the height of a house with baranches interlaced like
wire. Yataracks fell over lofty ledgs in wind-blown spray.
“panish moss grey-green and feathery hungf ran branch to branch of the
huge Douglas fir,
Casbboo

Irdian unrest was probaly first amorg the causes which led the
miners to organize tlemselw s into leagues for protectione. :he Indians aof
tle fraser were no more friendly to newcomers nav than they had been
in the days of “lexander M ackenzie and ®imon Fr:ser

ihey now mrofessed gr at alrm for their fishing grounds. Men bn the
gold bars jostled and hustled and pegs marking limits were pulled
upe

A danger lay in t erows of saloons along the water-front, thew ell

nown danger of liquor to the Indians. o the minera at Yale formed a
vigilancé comittee arml established se lf-made laws. The saloons shouldbe
abolished whomsoever wa forbidden. #11 liquor,wherever found, was
ordercd spilled, Any one sell rg l'iqnor to an indienshould be seized aml

whi pped thirty-nine lashes an the bare back.® standing cormitetee of twelve



was appolnted to enforce the law till the regular government should be
organiz ed

It wasJuly '58 when the miners on the river-bars formed the ir committee,
'J‘he'y farmed it none too soon for the Indians were on the war path in
Wyshington and the unrest had spread to New “aledonia.

Young M!'Loughlin, son of t he famous John M'Loughlin of U:r'eg;on

coming up the Columbia overlani from Okanagan to Kamloops with & hundred and
s'ixty menk four hundred pack horses ard a drove d oxen had three men sniped
off by Indians in ambush and many cattle stolen.

At Big Uanyon ton the Fraser two !renchmen were found murdered. Yhen
ward came of this murder the vigilance éoﬁnittee of Yale formed & rifle
¢ ompany of forty which in Aygust started up to the forks at
Lykton A% Spuzzum there was a fight » Indians barred the way; but they
were routed and s even of them killed in a running fire and Indian villages
along the river were burned. Meanwhile a hundred and sixty
olunteers at Yale famed a compa y to go up the river under Captain
Pnydser . ."Lhe c ompany's trader at Yale was reluctant to s upply arms
forthe ccmpany:s policy had ever been to conciliate the Indiaﬁs.B ut
when a ragble oftwo thousand angry miners gathered around the store tie
rifles were handed over on candition that forty of the worst fire
eaters in the band should remainbehind. Snyder thenled his
men up the river and joined the f irst campany at bnuzzum.

44 Chima Bar five miners were fourid hiding in a hole in the banke. “ith
a numbef of canpanions the biy had beendrivendown stream from the 06RO
Thompson by Indians and hadbeen sniped all the way for forty miles,
Magn after man had fallen and thefive survivors in the bank were all
wounded.. ‘

"hen the Indians say the company of armedmen under Snyder they fled
to the hills. Flags of truce were displaysd onboth sides ami a peace
patched up tillCovernar Yoiglas came up fromthe coast. (Sir James Douglas)



Ay Long Bar, when an Indian chief came with a flag of truce
two white men snatched it from him anl trmapled it in the mud. On the instant
the Indians shot both the whi e men where taney stood.

Dougla.; had been up as far as Yale in June but was nowb ack in
Victoria where couriers brought him word of the open fight in
August . e promptly organized a force df Royal engin ers axnd miners and
set out for the scene of the disorders.

Royal E* gineers to the number of a hundred and fif ty six and their
families had came out framnEngland for the bo ndary su veya rd their
presence must & v seemed providentaial to Douglas, nov that the
miners were f orming vi gilance committees of the ir own ad the Indians were
on the war pathe Hg went up the river in a small cruiser ard rasached
Hope on tv irst o September . Salutes were fired as he landed. He knew how
to use all the pomp of regimentals ard formality to impress the
Indians.

He opened a solemn powwow with the chiefs of the Fraser, 4g usual
¢ white man's fire-water was found tobe the chief cause of the trouble,
“$thout waiting for legislative auhority he issued a royal proclamation
égainst the sale of liquor and lef t & mining recorder tor egister clai s.
He also app inted a justice of the peace.jhen he went on to Yale.,

At Yale he conddered t e price of provisions too high and by arbitrarily
reducing the price at the company's sbores he broke the ring of petty
dealers. this won him t-e triendship of the miners. Within a week he had
allayed all irrigation between white man and Indiane.

British Cr-’lumbia

At ¥_rt Langley on lovember 19, 1858, the colony of British
columbia was proclaimed under the laws of Englande.

Ciaim jumping

..a man lost his claim when he stopped mining for 72 hoursSa.s
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... owards Spring when the prospectors had succeeded in packing in
mre provisions they begans triking back east from the main river,
following creeks to their sources oV er thle watershed to the sources of
creeks flowing in a opposite dire ction.

Llate in '59 men reached nuesnel Lake and Cariboo Lake. Pinding saplings
with withes the poled laboriously around these alpine lagoons a rd vhere they
faind creeks pourind dosn from the upper peaks they followed these up
to their sources.,

Pockets of guravel in the banks of both‘ylakes yleled as much as
twohundred dol ars a day. Oy Homse Fly Creek upfrom “uesnel Lake five men
washed out in primitive rockers a hundred ounces of nuggets in a wesk,

;he gold-fever which had subsided when all thebars of the
Fraser were occupied mounted again...Bank facings seemed to indicate that
the richest pay-dirt lay at bedrock. this kind of mining required sluicing
ad long ditches were cmstructed to bring the water to the dry
diggings. by the autum of '59 a thous and miners were at work around
*uesnel lake, By the spring of 60 only00 Yale ani Yope wer almost
deserted. Men on % eupper diggings were making from sixty to ahundred
dollars a day.

Only Chinamen r emained onth lower bars.

toled up the creck fivemiles followed signs up a dry ravine seven miles
faher. Reachingthe divide at last theycame on an open park-like ridge
bounded north and east b~ lofty shining peaks. Deer and caribou tracks
were everywhere ., It was not what ther egionbecams knowna s Cariboo,

e.%his was in the spring of '€l; and Antler creek proved only the

®® ginning of the rush to Sariboo. Yver t he divide in mad stampede rushed
the gold seekers nortiward arnd éastward..Williams creek

called Humbur creek when started to pan out..miners decided to 1 ok
beneath blue clay.took 48 hourw to dig down. “‘eward thousand doll-rs worth
of wash gravel. Put ins hafts and tunnels through t he clay amd

sluiced in more water for hydraulic work . Claims on “illiem's creek



produc d as hihb as forty pounds of gold in a day.

¥rom another creek, 400 feet long, 50,000 worth of g old taken in six weeks

Lightning Creek yieled a hundred thousand doll s inthree wesks,
in one year gold valued at two and one ha 1f million dollars swas shipped
from \‘ariboo...
Te whole wa 1ld tookf ire came by way of the Maritime Provinces, the
British Isles..allset 8g0.. came by vay of Panama, Pan *rancisco, ®pokane

ar:dv

ictoria,by way of ln’innipeg ard Edmondton came the gold seekers, indiff-
érent tc the pe ils of sea and mountains «.maddest rapids in America..
dance hall girls with only recklessness and Slippers and danced them to
Getriboo..:')y opening of '62 six thousadnd miners were in “ariboo ard
Barkerville md become the central camp. Some by packtrain, some by canoe,
ms t by foot,.Before the Cariboo Koad had been built,..
Gov. Douglas could notregulat e prices here and they
j mped. ¥lour thre ehundrecd dollars a barrel. Drisd apules two dollirs and
fifty cents a pound and for lack of fruit many miners died from
scurvey. Poots $50 a pair.
1 e places of the gold deposits were freakish,
bometimes fomd fifty feet under clay at thefoot of a creek
where the dashing waters swerved arounds ome roc ky point into a river,
0ld miners riow retired a t vale ani Hope say that the most ignorant
prospecotor could guess the place of t he gld as wellas the geologist.
illy Sarker
“illy Barker, after whom Barkerville was named struck it rich by
gdng down fifty feet below thesurface down the canyon,
Cariboo Cameron, the luckiest of t he minem and not originally
a prospector, foupd his wealth by going still dower on the wa tercow se
to a vertical depth of eighty feet.

i §
Yor seven miles along “illiam s creek worled four thousandmen

-

Cariboo Cameron took a hundred and fifty thousand out of his claim in

threemonths. In six months of '63 1ilson's Creek yieleded a million and



dollars ard this was only one of many rich creeks.

“rom '59 to 71 came twenty fivemillion dollars in gold from the
Cariboo country. f’y 65 hydraulic machinerywas coming in and the prospectors
were flocking out; but o this day the mines have remsined a freakish

gamble ,
Oyerlanders..

Cariboo RoadAs long as the discovery of gold was confined tot he Fraser
*iver bars the important matter of transportation gave the government
no difficultye.

Hudson's Bay s t_eamers crased from Victoria to Langley on the F_raser
whichv«as”a lar e fortand well equipped as a mse fa suppliesfor the
workers 1in the wilderness.

Stern-whehlers , canoes and miscellaneous craft could ,with care,
creep upfrom Langley to HOpe andV ale and thef ares charged a fforded a good

's bay company. “ven whenpr spectors struck above Yale

revenue to the Hudson
on up toHarrison lake ard a cross tolLillooet, a from the Okanagan to the
rl'hOmpson, the difficulties of transportation were soon surmounted.,

4 road was sha tly open df rom *a rison ;'ake to Lilloett, built by the
miners themselves under the d irection of .the Royal fngineers and as
go the Thompson,there was the well-worﬁ trail of the fur-traders
who hadbeen going overlamd to Kamloops tfar fif ty years,

It was whengold was discovered hi her up an the iraser and in Cariboo afte
the colony of Britishlolumbia had takenits place on the political
map that Govenor pouglas was put tothe task of building a great
road. Henforceforth for a year few at lesst the miners would t® the
backbone ifnot the whole body of the new colonye.

HHoweould, the alministration be carried on i f the government had
no road into the minirg regione.

“nd son the governor of ;nrit ish Columbia entered on the boldest

undertaking in road bullding ever launched by any comrunity of
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twenty thousand people.
Ihe Cariboo Hoad became to; ritish Columbia what the 4p_ian Way was
o rome o It was 18 feet wide and over four hundred and eighty miles
longe.
It was one of the finest roads ever built in t he c ountry. Yet it cost the
country only two thousand dollars a mile as against the forty thousand
dollars amilevwhich the two transcontinentalrailways spent later on
their readbeds along t e canyon. It was Sir James Douglas'sgreatest
monument .
¥4ive hundred volunteer mine-warkers built the r oad from Zmrrison
Lake to Lillooet in 1858 at the rate of ten miles a day; amd
when the road was opened in ®eptember packers!' charges fell fram a dollar
to fort, =eight cents and finally to eighteen c ents & pound.
Put presently the tremd of travel drew away from f‘arrison jake to the
line of the *raser. At first there wasnothing bu a mule-trail hacked ot

Y

of the rock £ rom *ale to Puzzum; but miners went voluntarily to work and

widened the bridle pathabovetheshe¥ ing waters.

Yrom ®

pizzum to Lytton theriver ledges seemed almost impassable

far pack animals; yet a cable fe ry was rigged up at Snuzzum ard ules wers
sent over the ledges to draw it up tle river. When the water rose so high
that the lower ledges were unsafe the packers ascended themountains

eight hundred feet above the roaring canyon. Vhen cliff's broke off they
sent the animals across an Indian bridge.

:'he marvel is not thatmany a poor beast fell headlibng do@AO eight
hundred feet down the precipice. ihe marvel is that any pack animal
eould ¢ ross such a trail at all. A traveler must trust hishands as much
af his feet wrote Begbie after his first experience on the trail,

But by 1862 cutting and blasting and tridge building had begun
under the dir ection of the f oyal Ehgineers ami before 1865 the great road
was completed into the heart of the mining country at Parkerville,.

Hapfodd Henceforth passengers went in by sgage coach drawn by
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drawn b7 six horses,
Road-hous es a long t he way provided relays of fresh horses
Freightwent in by bull team, b ut péck horses amd mule were still used
to ca 'y miners ! provisions to the camps in the hills which lay off the
min road,
1t was while the r cad was still buildim that an enterprising packer
orow ht twenty one camels on tle tra 1.
~hey were not a success and caws ed countless stampedes. Iiorges ard
mules took fright at the slightest whiff of them. ‘he camels themselves
could stand neither the climate nor the hard rock road. 1beymre turned
adrift on the ‘hompson river where the last of them died in 1905.
There was something highly romantic inthe stage-coac travel of this
halcyon era, j‘he driver was aWways a crack whip, & man who called himself
an old-timer, though often his yearsnumbered fewer than twenty. Most of
the drivers however,knew the trail from having packed in onshanks' mares and
campedunderths starse.
“t the log taverns known as road houses travelers could s leep for the
nig;_h‘q and & tain meals.
On the down trips bags were piled on te roof with a couple of
front iersmen armed with rifles to guard them. Many were the devices for
the retuwning miner for concealing the gold which he had won. ™ fat hurdy-
gurdy girl whicWOR@O or some time s a squaw would climb toa place in the stage
“nd whenthe stage with a crack of the whip and a prance of the six horses came
rattling across the bridge armd rolling into Yale t e fat girl would be the
first to deposit her am le persm a tthe b ank or the express office when
the could cold be safelysent down to Vi toria. *nd when she emerged half an
lour latw shé would have thinned preciptibly. *hen the rough miner,who had
not addressed a word to he: m tle way down for :fear of a confidence man abod

would present Susy with ahandsome reward inthe form of a gaudy dress

of a year 's provisions.
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Start from a road house wasmade at dawn,
es.the mas:iengers tumbled frma.log-walle.d ro-ms where the beds were bench
perths andate breakfast in a dining hall where the seats were
hewn logs. "hefare consisted of tam fried in s labs, eggs, ancient apd
transform d to lea ther in lard, slapjacks, known as “Rocky Mountain
dead shot,” in maple syrup that never saw a maple tree ami was black
as a pot aI;d potatoes in soggy pyramids. Yet so keen wa the air
«.tha t the most fastidious travelldr felt he had fared

sumpti uously and gaily paid the two fifty for the meal,

Washing was anly a trivial incident of mountain t ravel in those
days .

:he pa senger jumped for a place in thecoach; the lnng whip cracked
"Lhe ha ses sprang forward andaway the stage rattledfound curves where
the hindwheel w uld try to go over the edge only the driver didn't let
it; down embankments where any normal wagonwould have pset
where no horses ought tooe drivwnat a drot and where the s ix
persisted at going at a gallope...

...Shuswaps and *

iwashes , fat, ill-smelling, insolent and plainly
highly amused in their beady , watchful black ferret eyes at the mad
days of this white race; a still more ill-smelling Chinamene.

Bull teams of twenty yokes,long lines of pack -horses,led by
a bell-mare , mule-teams with a tinkling of bells and singing of the
d rivers,metthe stage ani passed with hap y salute. #t nightfall
the camp-fires of foot travellers couldbe seen downat the water's
edge. “nd cthere was always danger enoughto a « zest tothe journey.

Whilethere was tent housand men in Cariboo (a he town)

in t' e winteroi 62 a_rﬁ perhaps twenty thousamd in the winter of 63,
there were le' s thanfive thousand in 7le...the cap ha changed fro a poor

manis camp to a cap for a cgpitalist or a company.
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It will be remember d tha the miners first found the gold in flakes,
y en farther up in nuggets, then that the nuggets had tobe pursued to
pay-dirt b eneath gravel and claye.

This meant shafts, tunnels, hydraulic machinery, s tamp mills,

?ater when the pay-dirt showsd signs ofmerging into quartz there
passed away far ever the day of the penniless prospector seeking the
golien fleece of the hills as his predecessor,the trapper md sought
t e pelt of the littlebeaver,

411 unwittingly, the miner, as wellas the trapper, was an
instrument in the hands of d estiny for shaplng empire;
cr itwas the inrush of miners which fave birth to the colony of
British Columbiae.

Kederation with the Canadisn Yominion followed in 1871; the railway and
the scttler came and the man with the pick and his eyes onthe “float;
gave place tothe man with the ploughe *he Cariboo Lrgil1,4 Cpronicle
of the Yold-fields of Pritish Columbia. 4gnes C. Laut. Toronto,

“Imsgow B66 Prook & Company,1920. Cop:right in all countries subscribing

tothe Berne conventione



