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Miss Ella Clerk, Fen. 4,1954
312 Columbia ®t.,
Pullmen, Wash,

Dear #1ss Ciark: _ :
hanks for your informat ive letters end the copy of

the telegram regarding dates for hearings on legislation terminating
federal relatlons with Oregon Indlens, I hasten to return it to you.

Personally I em not familar with the sentiment of the body of people
involved. I understand some wish it terminated, others do not. It has
its arguments on both sides, nut it seems to me the} there should be
little difficulty in obtaining the "true sentiment. And L think you are
wlse to just stand by end observe things, inasmuch as you, I and many
others are fundementel ly for the primary thing, fairness and justice for
those involved. &

I believe that the Yakimas sre opposed to eny withdrawal or terminat ion
a8 perteins to them, feeling that they are not resdy for it yet, or
rather that there would be many who would be In jured by such legilslation.

And, I am not too familiar with the operations of thé Associst ion on
Americen Indisn 4ffairs. I am a believer that the pecple should speak for
themselv ¢8, and that the actions of their governing bodles should be
thet which 18 teken inéo consideration. Put therein lies one of the
difficulties. The pesople do spesk for thewm elves end the legislaetors in
many instances ignore their sishes. I believe one of the duties of such as
Jou and I is t , as time goes on, make the generel run of people familiar
dth the situat ion so tha the lezislators do sbide by thé wishes of those
concerned, snd do not sub ject themselves to the wishes of presaure or lobby
groups. The Indians consider themselves a minority group. They are, aa
far as most lexislators--senators and congressmen are concerned--but
they are not so far as the many like you end I are concerned who believe in
justice for them, fair trestment , etc, Byt this larger body,being une
organlized, is in reslity & minority group snd hence is ocverridden by
the aforementloned pressure groups, tooc numerous to menticn. In fact, I
do not know who they are, it is all = mixed upe.

Tnere are some people 1n Oreszon who may be close to the situation,
and who ere , I know, true friends. Yne ig ¥rs, Harths Fergusom MeKeown,
like ycurself, an author., Her asddress is " oute tw , box 352, Hood Kiver,
She 1is the very good friend of Chief omfiy Thompson at Celilo, snd knows
many of the Opezon people, both on end of f the reservations,

f4nother 1s Mr, Jimmis James, 3351 NE 6lst Avye,, Portlend, 13,0regon.
He is a painter, opoosed *he Dalles Dam strongly snd 1 beileve has written
himself ragged , writing to various congressmen, senators, ete,

St111 another 1s Mr. A]len E. Chisholm, 8532 SE 17th bve.,
Portiana.
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I sm writinz at such length because it has long been my hope that
in time there could be develored a group, not as a lobby or pressure grocup
but those who ere trusted by the Indians, and who know about the
situation 8o in thelr various writings and comments g;m put in a good word
at the proper time for fairmess =mdi jJustice. So many organizations"
have gone off .on tangents, got allied with "red thinking etc, that I
shudder to attempt any organization. And neaven help anyore w o ever
thinks I have ide:s slong the "red 1line b cause there's no "blacker"
Bgpublicem 1n the stete of Washington than myself. 30 I just zo ahead
by mgself, putting myself in the category of serving rather than triing
to run anything, tr ing to educate people to know the Iadiana, which
you are doing through such writings as your "Legends," “1though the time
way come when I might have to stlck up for one group agalnst ancother,
ammg the Indlans themselves, because they es I sald, are divided In thelr
thinking etc. e

It is nice to hear thst the book is going so well. Why shouldn't it?
Thet 's - how I ressoned when youwere here and I made my prediction or
forecast on a sellout by March, wasn't 1t?

You have had a terrible strain axg are much to be admired for
continuing along a ~difficult road. *ut untll this legislative
matter clarifies, I sgain think you are very wise in staylang clear rom
thet phase. I'm doing all the rescarch I cen on the situstion, and it
seems unending, but perhaps as time goes on I can galin & good, stable
viewpoint.

I am keepincs sclip file on the verious happenings and shell send
you some later for your owm informstion, about various negétiations,
actions, decisions of tribal councils etc. concerning this region.

I'1]l meil vou soon too, a picture of the sculpture I referred
to.

‘hanks again for your time in writing vhen you ere so terribly
busy. It certainly shows your sincerity. *ore enon,

kind reg:rds

Click “elmnder





