3701 Commonwealth Rd.
(11777777777 7/77

April 8,1964

Mr. D.E.Warren,
621 East dhird St.,
Moscow,Idaho.

De:r Mr, Warren:

First, my apologies for the delay in answering, but
we have been moving lnto our own home. Books, filing cabinets etc. have
contributed to making it a gigantic effort and it will continue for some
time, to realiy get organized.

In all fairness to you I think you would"progress" by locating
soueone capable of working vut the uass ofmaterial you no doubt have,
I have made "judicilous" inquiries in two directions without mentioning
names and drew "blanks." {wo writers both have "Indian material"
manuscripts they have been struggling with. Material of this type
never, to my knowledge, has pald for the "expense of writing,typing
etc." But that I fear gives you the wrong idea, because I huwe never
approached a writing project "to make money and conseguently have
not been disappointed. And I am well familiar with how pub ishers
operate and have to operate,

I knew Mrs. Cornelison aud in years past acquired several boges of
the Moorhouse negatives (most as you know are in the University of
Washington). I spent considerable time on my field trips making notes
etc. concerning her father gnd the Rev. was there at the house in
Fendleton.

I agree with you there ispotential material, as I agreed with her
but there were so many drawbacks. Moorhouse,himself was a study of
a "western phobggrapher,'" and it is regrettable he .imited himself to
certain kinds of photographs and utilized his sources so little.
His "Fishhawk" I beliesve is his masterpiece. ‘he Indians who knew him
knew him however as "Fishook," and have given me many stories about
this individual.(Maybe it 's reversed, I'd have to check t e Myorrhouse
negative-picture and my notes.

Ihe outline shows the good possibilities and you won't agree now
but eventually you will see the wisdomm of deilermining just what is to
be covered , the "theme! ‘he work as outlined would be in the class,as
to size, of McWhorter's Hear Me ,My Chiefs which had to be subsidized
before the publisher would touch it and had to be solid at 10, with
the result large numbers of copies were lefts Phohographs also ,
which would be important to the yroposed work scare the daylights out
of most publishers because of the printing cost. This work would have
g; bgé as outlined, around 110,000 words! Standard sized works run
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In other words, if you are going to tell the story of the Reves you
characterize him and tell his story. It is HIS work, his 1ife, his
bicgraphy. And a Presbyterian Fublishing house whould be interested,

If youare going to tell Maj. Moorhouse story it should be abutt him,
the man, his life work, what he, like the Rev. C. .eft on earth.

If you are going to tell Tndianlegends you should tell Indian legends;
anthropology, deal in anthropology; history, deal in it, etc.
1 know of one very good writing about Chief Moses, in which years of
research have gone, two talented men have put their time and it is
still batting around with possibility the U of 0 Press might take it
on when it 1is revised, wewritten etc.

Now I don't mean to sound like I am throwing a wei blanket on the
project., ‘here 1s material there. *here is work there and no one who
is in thewriting profession cares aboutwork. ‘*hey ENOW. They've becen
through it. For every 10,000 manuscripts written, two are published,
And for every book published, on: out of 10 clears more than $5~0 for
the author! I have lots of friends among authors and get a good side
of the picture.

Had 1 thought I could have "hacked" it with all involved, I would :ave,
as Mrs C wished me to do, taken the project on some years ago.

I learned long ago the most unkindest thing a eritic could do for an
author was to praise his work when it was not praiseworthy. Everyone
canprofit and only ones who have it made can ignore the facts.

I think, you yourself have a better chance to sit down ans work it

out , whacking away a chapter now and then and it will straighten
around. You have an outline that is the basis for that.You need not
worry about capabllity of writing it. No one who can write an intelligent
letter, should. and there are certain fundamentals tofollow, which if
you decide to carry out, would help see you through and I'd be glad to
pass them on at no detail, they are so simple. Rit they are things
persons usually overlook and find out about after years of work. Don't
be afraid to try and write. You know your story. You feel it. Get it
clear cut in your wind and it comes out ok, Fancy words, emotions etc,
are useless in works of this kind. Youdetermine wre ther it is to be

a "schoiarly" work and footnoted or not. Anu as for being too busy,
1've never known where the best work was produced, but it was produced
under & kind of "pressure," All of my four writin%s, productions or
whatever you call them were done 'spare time." Ihe fact I work on a
newspgaperwas a greater handicap than anytbing else...stilted phrases,
etc. And a manuscript I turned two years ago, was finally returned by

uy agent (IN Southern California) to let simmer for a year or so before
re-doing{) ?hen she bumps into a TV program for which she is advisor,
reriember it and sei.ds for it., But Indian material, no, she's an Indian
fan, a history fan etc. but just not interested nor can she find
interest in any of many,many contaéts, except fo. what I haven't
tackled, "Juvenile material...with Indian flavor ).

I'm sorry my hand is a little crippled up because of earlygardening
in cold weather, gccounting far theme.sy job of typing. And I'm
rushing this along now that I finally got to it in my stack of
correspondence.



I certainly don't mean to discourage you ,because there is
possibility in {he production, but I think it wise to write frankly

Bnd honestly.

know of blg name writers who ha.e to re-write their works eight
and lé times befo%e they pass muster, then after a while, when their
name is r ally big, they have to write 1t and correct it and type it
out and that's about it. kost of my writings have been done three and
four times and that 's "quick" to what many writers I knos have to do.
But that necd not frighten you, either, You will find that when you
write sowething,put it away a few weeks and 1look at it, you see it in
its true light and can correct it to read properly.

I want to encourace you to wite your own material, tell the story
as you know it and have learned it from yo.r interest in such things.

Another thingg you are close to your source and locale. Doing =z
things by mail is far from satisfactory., I could sit down and explain
these things and many more in one_half the time it has taken to write,
and more clearly.

I'm returning the outline. Keep it on hand. Keep looking around if
you don't feel 1ike tying into it yourself. if you do, send me
a few pages about anything and let me write some notes abo t it for
you to explain what I'm driving at. By couparing your work then
with works in orint, you'll see what I mean.

So keep thinking about it and drop me a note as you give things a
good going over in your mind. I do want to keep in touech with you
whatever the result, and also the project. 2nd if I really thought
I could turn this for you so it would be acceptable to a publisher I
would be most ;lad to do so but publishers have to hawe things all therir
own way, in these days of high cost of printing. Just for instance,
Hnfordsi. might tell you one thing, but if you were tc write them and
say you would unde:write purchase of 500 books for ¥ay ¥1,500 or #2,000
they'd say they would lLave to sce the manuscript first and leave it
at that. *hen wien they saw the manuscript » if it passed muster,

Lthey'd publish say 4,000 c pies at the most, give a royalty of sbout

20 cents a book and you'd come out about y,300 behind and out all your
work etc. I said Binfords-,not zeaning apyxmsxEe¥NX that firm especilally,
but any firm dealing in regional publications. It costs a publisher
around ¥7,500 to ¥10,000 tc turn a book, He has to sell around 3,500
copiss before he gels iis zoney back. lhese and many other pointers
you can take as "generally standard,"”" and of ju.-t hints at what to
expect, Hit things like that never discouraged me although I've never
had to agree to buy any books, and ones publi hed are out of print and
selling in sowue cases by rare book dealers for $12 and %22.501 I can't
say I could have made a living on book wrlting except I had at least

10 books in publicationat one time. And that is true of many of my
author friends, including those whose publishers are big name publishers.
When you hit them, they'll pay $1,500 atoutset, which is usually all,
«nd is "advance royalty." ‘he rest never materializes excepl w. entaken
by moviews, TV, Neader's Digest etc. (They'.1 pay ®2,000 for a digest
of a book, if down their line whi:ch a publlsher will pay only ¥1,500
gor) 5o it goes. Just rampling ideas. Again, don't be discouraged

by my remarks, just trying to bass on s.me advice as I see it. I do
gope you find souzeone, satisfactory, if you can't see yourway clear to

it as y .
o &s you should Most Sincerely
Click Relander





