Fort Simcoe, W.T.

1gt Feb, 1859

My dear mother:

Mary's letter of Dec., 16ty was duly received and warmly
read-~a snow so deep had fallen a day or two before it arrived that
we all gave up the idea of another mail before spring and then
it had commenced snowing again when our exprecssman came in, about 8
08¢ p.m. Ma-y asks particularly how are my eyes. I have forgotten
that I have any , they became entirely well a few days after my arrival
here fpom home. They were aggregavated by a cold that had hung about

me very obstinately during my sojourn in San Francisco,

No news-=it is thought scme companies of our rgt. will be
sent to establish postf at Ft. Boise end Ft. Cglville, I hope It will
not be mine, I would not at all object on my own account object to g0
anyhere I had never been before but I think my company has had its
share of hewing wood and smoking brick and living out docp s through
the wintef while the houses are bullding,
With love to all

affectionately yours, J.Q. 4rcher,

P,8, Mary asks me to write my troubles as well as my pleasures , Tell
her I am very sorry on her acecount, and do not have any of the former
and few of the later, Everything goes cn her just as agre-able as

we would possibly hope for in a place where nothing ever happens and

which 1s so far away from a2ll I love.



Fort Simcoe, W.T,
15th Feb 1859
My dear mother:

I have afB@SAW® received Nannie's letter of 2nd Jan, You
who are at home can only guess at the eagerness with which I look for
the coming of every mail--thanks to Mary and Nannie I have never yet

been disappoined,

I have also receivad a long and interesting letter from William M
Williams, formerly of Navre de Grove @whom I had not seen or heard
of for a long time, e hasCe@®® been in living in Pen.a and chancing
to meet Rankin last spring learnsd from him of my wheareabouts,

Rankin has left the quartermaster dept. and gone to Olympia having
been appointed to some lucrative office there,
Tell Nennie to give my love to little Kate Dubal whom she mentioned
in he last letter, I should hive asked her I know if she is like
the MEB&® Landdales, all of whom I like and esteem so much,
We have nothing new here to interest us or that would be interesting
to Y8 you to hear-=~=an occasional rumor mBES¥ reaches us that
Ft. 8imcoe is to broken up in the spring and that the companies of
its garrison are to be sent tc establish new posts at Colville on the
Okinekane and at Ft. Bolse on an 0ld Indian trading post on Lewis Fork
of the Cplumbia about BOO'milas (200) south of Walla Walla.~;:§§§§g§a@
may be gg:; with regard to the two latter places, I do not think Ft,
Simeoe <c¢an be abandonrd for scme years to come., It is also rumored
that Col., Wright will be made & Brigadier General and assigned to the
command of thés department--these things however are not as interesting
to you®d you as us, ’
I received a long letter from Carr, He had been on recruiting
service at St, Louis with which he was much pleased but at the time
of writing was stationed at Newport barracks in Kentucky

We are all I¥ good health, with love to you all, yours truly and
affactinnatalv. .T_‘ Annhown



Fort Simcoe, W,7T.
15th Harch, 1859
My desr mothers
Nannie's letter of 2nd Feb received 12th inst and
Welcomed as her letters always are., I am glad you all seem to be having
a "good time,"
We hadﬁzg=grllttle excitement here by the last mail-~Capt.
Ingalls , QM at Wort Vancouver , the@ of Gen. Harney,; wrote to Capt.
Black#hat it 1s supposed to be Harney's intention to ®=@® break up ths
post 1n the spriNg and to send two of the companies to Cnlville and one
to some other place he didn't know where, The married officers
who have made themselves very comfortable here have nice
quarters and @Y everything they want and iWN great trouble but
they will have to go to Cplville where we would be a year without
houses to live iN and two or three years before they could expect to
have any comforts around them, They would be obliged to send their
wives home--I thénk the Lord on such occasions that I am not married,
8till stranger to say I have scarcely ever seen an army lady
who did not seem to prefer the army to any thing else,
With rcgard to the probability of the break up here I enclose
you a letter from Capt. Jordan who will give a better idea of how
probability there 1? in it and will show you at 2east that théme is
much idle rumor in the talk,
As for myself 1‘$2:2§ery little about it except that I wapt
to have a company of soldiers and not of men, hewers of wood and
drawers of water burners of brick as they will continue to be
1f we are sent away to establish anothif post,
Who 1s this Dr, Cummings about whom and his wife Nannie writes much?
Is he not a Catholic bishop and if so, hew happens he to have a wife ?
Nannle says a great deal in praise of "My Novel," She is bghind



the age,"Wrat will he do with it" is the book she o ght to have

said, I have Jjust sesured it bY mall together with Carlisle's
"Frederick the Great" Prescott's thiRd vol, of Philip 2nd; Holmes
"Autocrat of the Breakfast Table" and Sydney Smith's "¢ Wisdom

I wrote tc Carr to send me some books and think he has sent them
through his cousin,Mary from Yew York but have no letter to tell where
they came from,

Nannle speaks of a most pleasant visit you had from co.sin Allce
Stump, I should have liked much to hive bsen with yOou,

I congratulat- you on your mild winBler.Our winter here has been
comraratively mild but then at the head df the valley the snow has
lain on the ground from the last of November until yrs (sic) day-
while = few miles lower down the valley the snow melted off a
month ago.

We will have much marching to do in a few days, however uncertain
it may be that we will enjoy tha points,

With love to all
Affectionately yours

JdeQe Archer.



Quarters,
Fort Jimcoe, W.T,
lst April, 1859
My dear mother:
I received Mary's letter of 17th Feb., a few days since.
Spring has at last, after much coquetting, consmeted to remain
with use-the snow still rests on the side of ths hills and winter
can be plainly seen in the distance but I have no fear of 1ts coming
back again, We are getting along fine with our company gardens which
we persist in meking 1in spite of all worryings to the contrary,
Captain Ingalls wrote us from Vancouver that the @oi’ Gen,
Harney --the other day, advising us not to go to any gre=zt trouble or
expensse about anytiing for possibiiity that within thres months the
p-st would be turned over to the Indian departmenqénd the troips would
g0 , notbody knows where, I have no doubt however that at least
one comrany will remain here for a year longsr, 1f no more, although
ef the inspection General Mansfield did say in his report that "it"
(8imeoe) 1is on no route to any particular place and the travel
oasls when the OEEBtpost is r=ached,"
I send you a drawing of the fort made for me by the
scldiers of my company,
For the last four days I have been on a genaral court martial,

a very tedious ...and 1t adjourned this morning,

Yours affectionately

J.Y. Archer



Fort Simece, W.P.
15th Arri , 1859
My dear mother:

A few days sinee I recelved a letter from Nannie
telling me that you are all well, Mr, Carr also write#&e that he
had been to see you but that you were not well enough to come down
while he was there., We have had fine weather for a week past and I

have been riding out a great deal,

Hill and prairie are at this season covered with flowerse=hills
that a month hence will be parched and brewn are covered for many acres
with sweet scented violets and heliotrope.

We are 1in profound ignorance of our destination, It is not
thovght now that any of the pots will be broken Up=e= an order was
received last mall at department quarters forbldding the building of
ény new pogts=- 380 that it seems necessary that all the old ones
should bs retained for winter quarters,

I am sorry now that I did not wait until next fall to g0 home,

I hope howsver that the day is not far distant when I will be able
to see you againecertainly I will never let pa s an opportunity to

be with ycu,

With love, to all,
I remain as ever
Affectionately yours
J.g. Archer



& Port Vancouber,; w.T.

24th Ayri., 1859

My de:r mother:
Contrary to the opinion of Cole Wright and all other

offlicers acquainted with the country Gen, Harney has determined
to abandon Ft. Simcoe--«0n 17th inst, I recelved orders
to proceed in command of a battalion of two companies "C" (capt,
Frazer) Cand "I", mg own cumpany to the 49th parallel in the Okinakane
valley to relieve Capt. Woodruff?g company and fbrm the escort
to the N.W. Boundary commission--Capt. Black's co (G) goes to Ft:
Delles to relieve Cos A and K which companies under Major [‘P"‘K“"%.]
Lugenbetl will proceed to Colville % and there establish a temporeyry
post to protect the surplies destined for the boundary commission,
I am here now to meke prepar:tions for my departure from Fort Simcoe
by 15th Hay-eyou may know I am in good health when I tell you I rede -
last Wednesday between day€bre:zk and sun@set 80 miles and felt
perfectly fresh the next day.

I find it quite gay here as besides the general and his staff
there are five and one 1nft, company at the post,.

Gov, Stevens, the delegate from Washington territory and

Zenator Smith gf® of Oregon are also here having arrived last rniight
on the mail stoamer from the east, I dined yesterday with a numbep
of the officers at the general's and afte® my sinple way of living
at Simecos found 1t quite hard to get through a formal dinner of
innumerable courses,

25th April--I havofsot baen able to get my letters out of the
mail--the post master having been censured for opening the mail
to accommodate individuals here so that I will not know anything

lies
from home until I go to Ft, day after tomorrow,



I am at Capt, Ingalls--yes aerday I diNed at the bacihelor officerdh
mess =-thls afternoon I go to Portland to make a few purchasesg-w
then I will meet ®apt. Frazer who has gone to Salem and we will go back
to Salem together,

As I think the boundary ecommission will not be able to rezch the
Okinakane for at least a month after the aprropriate time I axpect
to depart from my route so far as to go about to Célville, at
point where my command will winter, then spend the intervening time
in planting some turnips aend potatoes to make sure against scurvgy
amongst the troops and making some preparations for hutting my'post
=-there will be but 1little time, there will be little time for
anything of the kind when we knock off work in the fall,

With Love to all ,
affectiocnately

J.9. Archer,



Fort Simcce,‘d.T.
lst Lay, 1859
My Dear Mother:

I returned yesterday from Vancouver and Dalles just in time for
muster which had been postponed from the usual hour in the morning
to awalt my arrival,

I have been busy since and would not write now only that I do not
wlsh a mail to go without letting you know that I am well,

e would all a little bit rather remain where we are than be
turned out house and lock on the world . But since I have commenced
preparations I begin to be interested to depart . FEEEXKY X PBEXEN
BB X X XA F A R XL B B 1V T YHY Y EHA F Y HEYHRERE YRy XEEMINRA
My duty is to escort the commission to the summit of the Rocky
Mountains==possibly but not probably I wil! go all the way to Lake
Superior in which event I would get home in a year or two and be

satisfied for what does not aprear to be a very desirable duty

Ever affectionately
J.g, Archey



Camp of North West Boundary Escort
Atanum creek, 29 May , 1859
My dear Nannie:
I think I_mentioned that Fort 84mcoe has been turned over

to the Indian Department. Yesterday I sent off the troops, Cos. C
and I in advance while I remained to close up the affairs of the post.
I have just come up with the battalion. We are very pleasantly encamped
or rather bivouacked--my officers are Capt. Frazer, Lt, Camp, Lt,
Herker and Dr, Bernies(zEB Eferyone seems disposed to be agreeable to
everyone else and to make the duty we are engaged in as pleasant as
possible,

I am fortunate enough to secure letters from you andFister Hannah
Just before leaving S8imecoe, I expect my march tolslow and tedious on
a€count of the pack train}urnished me for transportation and by the
high water in the numerous rivers across our path, this being a season
of floods in the Columbia and its northern tributaries,

Camp Selaugnjme Yakima,
31st May, 59 (on same letter)
Yesteréay arrived at the Yakima just below the mouth of the Nachess
about 10 o'c a.ms, Found it very high and swift and managed by
8 the next morning to 3&2:& over the mules and hors 8 and ferry over
the men and baggage and prowisions and by 10 o'clock reached this
camp ossosite the mouth of P8 the Wenass
write me North West Boundary

com ission, via Ft, Colville, W.T.



Wenachl R:ver

Juns 5, 1859
ﬁno salutation, aprarently continuation of same letter =-previously)

Lat S8eptember returning from our expedition we crossed the

mountains from the Yakima to the Wenache (sic) valley by a gradual

and smooth ascent that vroute is now rendered Impassable by snows so
{hat we have been obliged to take a much longer and a rocky and broken
traile~arrived hers about 1 a.m. and had everything aeross the riverﬁb‘a
8 p.m,

Camp on Columbia river
7th June, 1859
liareched only six miles yesterday--a very rough rocky tralle-the
pack mules, ore of mine and two of the ether train missed their
footing and tumbled from the path down a JuuetpSesSElprecipice, 150 feet
high into the Cplumbia, I remain here today to rest the pack animals
end mend the trail around a rocky place and to build a wharf around a
rocky point this side where the Columbia river has coverfd the

trall deep enough to swim a mule,

Camp on the Columbia
4 miles from Enhatqua
9th June 1859
Yesterday marched six miles , ferried the biggage and swam the aniamals
across the 8@ Enhatqua, repacked and arrived here early this afterncone-
lost two mbles--one broke his(::hnd the other his skull by falls from
preclpices, Will camp here today to meke a path along the rocky
face of the mountain, The traik has been overflowed for a considerable

distance by the Columbia which is higher than for many years

Camp on Lake Chelan
10th June, 1857



Marched today four 1 e aloqg the co\&mb;a, crosso’ ovaR the mo-
untains to the foot of Lake Cchelan, 1l miles now and fefried and swam

the Chelan river and encamped before nightdk

Camp on Methow river
12th June, 18%9
Yesterday marched 20 miles and camped on the right bank of the
Methow river, Found it booming, having risen rapidly for the last
few days. A great deal of drift wood wss coming down., This morning
it had slightly fallen and there was but 1ittle driftwood, Ferried and
swam across with but little difficufty on‘igaﬁygade by lashing
together two cances, Was swamped with six men aboard--they were saved
by clinging to the boat but their rifles went down in a rapid
current 15 feet deep and were lost. I remain hers today.
Rode some distance up the river shore this afternoon with the
¢éxpressman and Iinterpreter who are old California miners and
prospecting for gold. Every panful of earth they washed contained
from two to 13 scales of gold which considering that the river is now
20 feet higher than low water mark and that the rieh washings are
alwpys in the bed of the stream, and that their pahfuls were taken
out 88 at random from the surface indicates rich deposits elsewhere,
Rich deposits have been found in small quantities at two other points
along our route
Camp on the Okinakane
Near the mouth of theSimilkaneen
16th June, 1859

Left the Methow at 4 a.m., on the 13th, Marched 20 miles and encamped
on the Okinakane, was not quite but very nearly eaten up by mosquitoses
Next day marched 18 miles and that part of us that w:zc left war taken
by the same saivtly bits of animated nature which in their geal

xR0 sing over and prey upon the miserable cases of humankind which



fall under ti.eir netéce yas‘lcedmar and zareled ubrut 18 mi es and ave
camped in the place where I suspect mosquitoes first came from,

I neveR saw or he:rd of or imagined anything like B& the numbe}s
and veracity of the mosquitoes and I hasten to write before my
body shal! have been entirely consumed by them., We will have to
remain here ten days or two weeks while I send all my pack mules to
Colville for provisions gg“% establish a depot about ths mouth of the
Similkemeen for @y supply whidh ascending that river,

Lake Osoyoes
=H, 19th June, 1859
Found the Similk;ﬁeen very high and rapid and as the Indians had
no ?22333 and our only means of crossing wus a flogt boat made of
canvass stretched over an oaken frame-very good in still water
on a gentle current but perfectly unmanageable in the flooded
8imilkameen~-I erossed over the Okinakane and came up by the east bank,
coming up on this side of the river we had some difficulty on account
of the muddy condition of the river bank for the first mile after
that the trdll passed betwren a high steep bank and the wooded shore
through %E:ﬁﬂ? of mosquitoes so bad that the soldiers could rot stop
to seratch, I marched on, not @82 decring to halt and at last came to
open country and felt the cool breeze tenfold the more welcome that
1t carried off the mosqu toes, l'ight had closed and I had to go
I did not know how much further before I could get wood enough for cooking
the dinners but about 10 o'eclock I arrived hers where we have plenty
of fire wood within a short distance~~scarcely any mosquitoes and gocd
water for bathing. Now I will remein until Lt. Harker goes to
Colville ard returns with my supply traein. I have sent express out
to bring me information as to the whereabouts of the parties of the

boundary commissicne-I do nct think they will get near this point



I found near here, day before yesterday, a party of five
miners returning from the Frazer river gold mines-~they were entirely
destitute of provisions and almost starved. They will go into c;lvillo
with Lt, Harker, They could not make a living in the mines,

Today anoth er party, well mointed and provisioned came down who told

me the same story,
With love

Ycurs affectionately
J .9 Arecher,



Camp Osoyoos, W,T,.
éth J: 1y, 1859
My dear mother:
I received Mary's letter about a week ago. When I
wrote to Nannie I was much pleased with my camp on the bank of the
lake but sinee then the mosquitoes drove ds away up hers in the mountains
I am still 1n’fu11 view of the lake which is only (2 le2 miles
distance and about 300 feet below us.

We have fine provision for the animals, a small stream of excellent
water running through the camp ground, a fregaggggzgé/that never fails
and rather a fine view bounded by a snow capped ridge about 195
miles beyond the lake

The Indians supply us with plenty of salmon and with ice from a
natural ice hoise at the foot of a mountain three miles off on the
oprosite side of the lake, I ride down to the laks every day and
someti es twice, usually before breakfast for a bath. The Indian
expressian whom I sent out two weeks ago to comnunicate with the oundary
commission , evgn was not able to cross the snows of the Cascade range
and returned to me again, I sent ofﬂénother expressman today who I hope
will be more successful,

Lt, Harker returned 2nd inst with the supply train from Colville
bringing 50 days provisions. I think it ppebable that I will make this
a permanegt depot of supprlies for the operations of the season, The last
mail brought a letter from Lt, Carr..he is going to Europe on a ¥Year's
le:nve of absence and tells me to addre=s my letters to him care the
American minister at Paris. Garnett also w s going to Europeabout the
same time. Major Lugenbe¥l's command arrived.at Celville valley about the
same time I got here and he has established an express to Walla Walla
which lesvas Colville 1lth and 24th of each month and connects with the
Walla Walla express to Dalles, I will send an expre=s to Colville



PEN &nd 22 of esoh moMEh so that T think e wiil contnua to
regularly&rom each other. Capt. Black who was with us so long'a%r
t. Simcoe and who went with his company to Ft. Dalles where he had excellent
guarters for his famlly and wife is !n most respects an agreeable post,
has been ordered to a miserable place to establish a temporary one
company post or rather a camp on Snake r;var, at least such is the
rumor. His family 1in that event, I think‘,\‘\“go east for 1 have often heard
him say he would not take them to any such place. Mrs, B, would prefer
going with him,

Mrs, Lugenbe§l with her three children has ace®©®mpanied her husband to
Colville and as Lt. Harker reports, is having a good time,comfortable in

every respect but the want of servants, She has two or three large tents

adjoining vhieh serve as a suite of separate roocus,

Camp Osoyoos, W.T.
21st July, 1859
My 4 ar Mary:

Yours of May 17th was duly received, When my expressman
returned from Major Lugenbefl's c:mp in Colville valley I was much
veod by learning that after Lugenbekl writt&ng me that his mall would
| close 1llth and 24th of e:ch month he sent it off on the 7th two days
before mine arrived there, My letters thrrefore written for that
meil will have to lay over at Gélville until 2kth inst and you will not
receive them at home until the same time as you receive this,

I have been here in the same place ever since my last letter and kw4 "Nld
hoped to remain sometime longer but the the beautiful 1little stream of
cool water which I %:;éé:g so much in my last letter has gone dry
s0 I am obhliged to move.

Having sert off my pack traln for another supply of provisions I have

not encugh animals left to move the whole camp so I have sent



Capt. FrazeR's company today to cross the Okinakane and encamp on the
north bank of the Smilkamren, I will follow tomorrow. The whole distance
s only five miles, The Simi&gg;eggllegix or seven feet and is now
9
perflectly clear., Its waters are cool much more so than the Okinakane
which flowing for about 120 miles of its course through a chain of
lakes becames warm and dlsagr-able before it reaches the Osoyoos lake,
The expressman whom I dispatehed two weeks ago to fi#d the
advanced party of the boundary commission has nct yéf returncd to me,
I have heard nothing from the commission since I left Simecoe. I knew
it would be so before I s'arted and immediately after receiving my orders
to arrive here by the 1lst June I applied for permission te go to Colville
with my comrand and walt there through the middle of this month as I know
the snows on the Gascades would keep back the surveying party and I
wanteikthe company to have a month at Colville where it is contemplated
we are toc winter in order to make some rough gardens and raise a few
veretables to keepoff the survey from the troop.
I could not obtaln the permission as the commissioner throught he
would be here by the lst June. I do rot think they will get furthar
$han Ft, Okinakane all summer,
The time =@®mg8d would hang heavy on my hands where it not for
two or thr-e books I brought along with me, amongst them Allison;
Miscallanlesj and the long rides I take nearly every day.Pay before
yesterday I rode out with Lt. Harker. We started at 4 a.m,
and did not return until 3 p.m., We rode back into the mountains Bnd
discovered three small lakes more t an a thousand feet above the
level of the Osoyocos=eone of them is a red? sulpher lake,..we
killed seven ducks and five grouse which when game is so scarce is

considered very well, Yesterday I went out alone to select an encampment

on the Similkameen--hatte a magnificient bath in its cool waters,



then rode up the river about eight miles crossed over the dividing
ridge between it and the lake Osoyoos and returned to camp having
rid2en a distance of from 25 to 30 miles and without seeing any living
thing except one single solitary dove which I shot; and & few gnatts and
mosquitoese. The weather is excessively hot today, There is a strong

breeze blowing cut almost as dry and hot as a StmeemSdSI(MCO%E

Camp on Similkameen
22 July, 1859

All well, but the mosquitoes so bad that I cannot write any more,

Camp Osoyocos W.T. 7tk Aug

My dear mothert
My expressman came in last evening but brought me no letter

from the east, It is the first tize that my home ceorrespondents have
disappointed me, but I am all the more disappointed for that re:con
and am Inclined to believe that the fault is not at home buqéomewhere
between this and San Francisco, Alwaysaggz:g:=ﬂﬂmmﬁit your letters via
Ft, Dalles otherwise as some of the NWB commission aere on Puget Sound
my letters may go there. When I last wrote I moved my camp to the Simil
kameen but was soon driven to the hills again by the mosquitoes. I am
encamped about one mile from the lake on a plece of ground about 250
feet high close by four cool springs, even then the mosquitoes
are very troublesome for about an hour after sunset when the wind

invariably rises and then dies off--The surveying parties of the

comnission have not yet crossed the Cascadef range. Tﬂey will not get

further than the Simelkameen this year . Last week we had a visit of a
few days from Dr, Hammond of Ft, Colville ¥u8 our doctor returned

with him on a visit for a few days. All well





