January 22, 19563

Mrs. Thelma XKimnel,

Route 3, Toppenish.

Dear lirs, Kirmels
T an sure you are well acquainted with the organization,
now underway of the Fort S,mcoe at Mool Mool Hestoration sSoclety.
And, I am sure you are interested in participating more than as an
"onlooker™ in that vrojecte
fig chairman of the research committee, I am writing to ask if you
would be interested in serving on that cormittoe. Thus far I have
contacted only Mre H, Dean Yuie of Yakima ard Mr, Bennett of "hite
Swan, But I wish to spread the comiittee out so various districts can
_be represented. It will probably be several weeks before a more definlte
program can be undertakene
I Inow only that the duty oi the committee will be to (gther research
material, locate tho repositories of various documents, lettors and
artifacts, collect pictures, etc. for the furtherance of tie activ ty.
?hrough connections here hotographs that are deemed worthy can be
recopied, thus providing a negative thet will permit pictures of a uniform
gize. Interviews and material gathered by individuals should be carvon
copted 8o all the rmeterial can bo gathem d in one general fileg
a card index will be mai tained of repositories where documents, letteors
and rellcs are available forimspectlon , ®ypying or, in due time, Ior
direct application if the ownor wishes to prévide them to tis re atored
fort, in the event a museum is located there.
I sugest that the probable first major acktivity ol the comilttee
would be a meeting (start early anmd stay late) at Fort Simcoe when
weather perritse Wo would rally the Olneys, various old Indians and

other "source" raterial there for on the ground literviews, inspoctions
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When a commititee of sufficiont size Hf truly mctive and inkarested
people has bean selocted, we would moet and throuch a type of screening
or brilef discusslon, determino the sw cial talents of various menors,
Then those peonle would work in spoclalized flelds. One, for instance,
would pursue Eather Wilbur's trail ard even hig Ovegon connections;

anothor would deal wlth the nilitary side of thof ort, another with
the Indians, e tce and, all would try to locate relics connected with
the forte.
I am writing in cetall so youcen gain a gencral idea of our hopes
as rapidly aa posaible,

I sincerely hopo you will wish L0 sorve with us,

If you have any sugoestions of others who would perbaps ve will ng

to se ve wilth us, please do not hesitate to recom end then, glving
me thelr namos and addre:ses so I may com unicate with themg

Bven, in some cases; thoy nay o apread out a considerable distance
in the Valzina val?ey-

®nd, if you hw e any ideas about operations of the group, otca,
plesse do not hesitate to outline theme

“incerely hoping that you will join with us,
Click Relander
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