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WASHINGTON

Ten years of population change in Washington will be measured by the
18th Decennial Census of the United States to be conducted in April 1960 by
the Bureau of the Census, Department of Commerce. The new statistics will
bring forward the information last collected in the 1950 Census.

The area which later became the State of Washington had a population
of 23,955 in 1870 when this section of the Nation first was counted. Eighty
years later, 1n'1950, the population had risen to 2,378,963 or nearly 100 times
the earlier.figure.

Population growth was rapid between 1870 and 1900, according to rec-
ords of the Census Bureau. The population in 1900 was 518,103 or more than 21
times the count in 1870. The rates of growth in the twentieth century ranged
from 11.1 percent for the decade 1930 to 1940 to 120.4 percent for the decade
1900 to 1910. The laigest numerical increase in the history of the State was
recorded between 1940 and 1950. The gain of 642,772 inhabitants for the dec-
ade represented an increase of 37.0 percent over the 1,736,191 counted in 1940.

Washington was organized as a Territory in 1853 from part of Oregon
Territory, and included an area now comprising the States of Washington, northern
Idaho, and part of Montana. In 1859, upon the admission of Oregon as a State,
the remaining portion of Oregon Territory, comprising the rest of Idaho and
parts of Montana and Wyoming, was added to the Territory of Washington. The
area of the Territory was reduced to the present limits of the State in 1863,
upon the organization of Idaho Territory. Washington was admitted to the Union
.in 1889 as the forty-second State.

The State has a land area of 66,786 square miles. In 1950, there was
an average of 35.6 inhabitants per square mile as compared with an average of
25.9 in 1940. Among the States, Washington ranked twenty-third in population
and nineteenth in land area.
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The 1950 urban population of Washington comprised 1,503,166 persons,
or 63.2 percent of the population of the State. This population was living in
the 66 urban places in the State and in other territory included in the urban-
fringe areas of the three urbanized areas in the State and the Washington part
of the urban fringe of the Portland, Oregon urbanized area.

The rural population of Washington comprised 875,797 persons, or 36.8
percent of the population of the State. Of the rural population, 97,857 per-
sons, or 11.2 percent, were living in the 51 incorporated places and the 12
unincorporated places of 1,000 to 2,500 inhabitants.

The 39 counties in Washington ranged in size from Garfield with a
population of 3,204 to King with a population of 732,992. Between 1940 and 1950,
33 of the counties increased in population as against 34 in the previous decade.
More than one-third of the population gain for the State was accounted for by
King County, which had an increase of 228,012, The second and third most popu-
lous counties in the State——Pierce and Spokane—had gains in excess of 50,000.
The population of Benton County more than quadrupled between 1940 and 1950.

There were 238 places incorporated as cities or towné in Washington
in 1950 an& 23 unincorporated places of 1,000 inhabitants or more. Of the
1,422,983 inhabitants of the incorporated places, 148,831 were in the 183 places
of fewer than 2,500 inhabitants. There were 75,483 persons living in the 23
unincorporated places, 18,600 of whom were in the 12 places of 1,000 to 2,500
inhabitants. The incorporated places ranged in size from Hatton town with a
population of 42 to Seattle city with a population of 467,591,

There were three urbanized areas entirely within Washington and another
partly within the State in 1950. The Seattle, Spokane, and Tacoma urbanized areas
had 621,509, 176,004 and 167,667 inhabitants, respectively. The Washington part
of the Portland, Oregon, urbanized area had a population of 42,352. Of the
1,007,532 persons in the State living in urbanized areas, 772,985 were in the
three central cities—Seattle, Spokane, and Tacoma—and 234,547 in the urban-
fringe areas. The urban-fringe areas had 68,777 persons living in nine incor-
porated places and 165,770 in the unincorporated parts.



WASHINGTON'S POPULATION IN CENSUSES SINCE IT FIRST WAS COUNTED

Increase over pre-
ceding census

Census date Population
Number Percent
1950 (April 1)........‘.'...I....‘.. 2’378’963 642,’7’72 37.0
1940 (April 1)--....0.-0...0-....... 1,736,191 172,795 11.1
1930 (April 1)-...-..0........00-... 1’563,396 206,775 1502
1920 TIMMUAYY 1)ssssrvannisvansonsiosl 10396 620 214,631 18.8
1910 (April 15)..0....0............‘ 1,141,990 623,88’7 120.4
19m (Jlme 1)"..‘.."I...I.‘Ol..... 518,103 160,871 45.0
1890 (Jmle 1)..Ql‘..l..l....il..'l.. 357’232 282’116 375.6
1880 (Jlme 1)......l.......l.l...l.. 75 116 51,161 213.6
1870 (June l)...'...I.l.‘..‘.'...... 23 955 12,361 106.6
TG0 (IUB- 1 )eiii v ubssnnnssribiossss 111 59 10,393 865.4
1850 (Jme 1)............O..oo...o.. 21 201 S0 00000t ee 000

lPopulation of Washington Territory; then included present States of
Washington and Idaho and parts of present States of Montana and Wyoming.
2Population of those parts of Oregon Territory taken to form part of

Washington Territory in 1853 and 1859.



WASHINGTON

POPULATION OF COUNTIES FROM EARLIEST CENSUS TO 1950

County 1950 1940 1930 1920 1910 1900 1890 1880 | 1870 | 1860
The State.. | 2,378,963 1,736,191 1,563,396 | 1,356,621 | 1,141,990 | 518,103 | #357,232 | 75,116 | 23,955 | 11,5%

AdsmEs. saioi 6,584 6,209 7,719 9,623 10,920 | 4,840 2,098 (7

Kdointi i, 10,878 8,365 8,136 6,539 5,831 | 3,366 1,580 (8)

Bentonsssessas 51,370 12,053 10,952 10,9032 7,937 ()

Chelanii covsas 39,301 34,412 31,634 20,906 14,104 | 3,931 (%)

Clallem..ieses 26,396 21,848 20,449 11,368 6,755 | 5,603 2,771 638 408 149
Clarkivesienssa 85,307 49,852 40,316 32,805 26,115 | 13,419 | 11,709| 5,490| 3,081| 2,384
Columbig...... 4,860 5,549 5,325 6,093 75042 |7 7,328 6,709 157,303 ] ~(e)
Cowlitzaesnkes 53,369 40,155 31,906 11,791 12561 |\ 7,877 5,917 | 2,062 730 406
Douglas..cseass 10,817 8,651 7,561 9,392 9,227 | 4,926 3,161 (%)

FerYY.sianan'ss 4,096 4,701 4,292 5,143 4,800 | 4,562 (%)

Franklin...... 13,563 6,307 6,137 5,877 5,153 486 6% | (%0)

Garfield.seo.s 3,204 3,383 3,662 3,875 4,199 [ 3,918 3,897 ()

Grant. e die . 24,346 14,668 5,666 7,771 8,698 (2

Grays Harbor.. 53,644 53,166 59,982 bdey Th5 35,590 | 15,124 9,249 921 401 285
“Teland.. sk 11,079 6,098 5,369 5,489 4,704 | 1,870 1,787 | 1,087 626 2%
Jefferson..... 11,618 8,918 8,346 6,557 8,337 | +5;m2 8,368 | 1,712| 1,268 531
King,eeesesses | 732,992 504,980 463,517| 389,273 | 284,638 (110,053 | 63,989| 6,910| 2,120 302
Kiteapesisseds 75,724 44,387 30,776 33,162 17,647 | 6,767 4,624 | 1,738 866 544
Kittitaseic.ss 22,235 20,230 18,154 177 18,561 | 9,704 8,777 (ley

Kitckitat: .. .. 12,049 11,357 9,825 9,268 10,180 | 6,407 5,167 45056 329 230
LowlBs s . eulanioe 43,755 41,393 40,034 36,840 32,127 |715,167 | sau,499 | 2,600 888 384
Lincoln. . svise s 10,970 11,361 11,876 15,141 17,539 | 11,969 ozl e (1)

MaBON. i sasena 15,022 11,603 10,060 4,919 5,156 | 3,810 2,826 639 289 162
OKanogaN.«.as . 29,131 24,546 18,519 17,09% 12,887 | 4,689 fede | L (%)

Patific.. i vus 16,558 15,928 14,970 14,891 12,532 | 5,983 4,358 | 1,645 738 420
Pend Oreille.. 7423 7,156 75150 6,363 (%)

Pierce.s.e.... | 275,876| 182,081| 163,842 144,127| 120,812| 55,515| . 50,940| 3,319| 1,409| 1,115
San JufN...... 3,245 3:157 3,097 3,605 3,603 | 2,928 2,072 948 5544 (12)
Skagit. ooiaais 43,273 37,650 35,142 33,373 29,241 | 14,272 8. TATHE w22y
_ Skamani@...... 4,788 4,633 2,891 2,357 2,887 | 1,688 77 809 133 173
Snohomish..... 111,580 88,754 78,861 67,690 59,209 | 23,950 8,514 | 1,387 599 (29)
Spokane....... 221,561 | 164,652 . 150,477 | - 141,289 | 139,404 | 57,542 | 37,487| 4,262 Gl 996
Stevensi...... 18,580 19,275 18,550 21,605 25,297 | 10,543 4,341 | 1,245 734
Thurston...... 4ty , 884 37,285 31,351 22,366 17,581 | 9,927 9,675/|..3,270 | 2,2%6F 1,507
Wahkiakum..... 3,835 4,286 3,862 3,472 3,285| 2,819 2,526 | 1,598 270 42
Walla Walla... 40,135 30,547 28,441 27,539 31,931 | 18,680 12,224| 8,716| 5,300| 1,318
Whatcom..eses. 66,733 60,355 59,128 50, 600 49,511 | 24,116 | 18,591| 3,137 534 352
Whitman....... 32,469 27,221 28,014 31,323 33,280 | 25,360 19,109| 7,014| « (3€)
Yakima. . sosvas | 70035, 723 99,019 77,402 63,710 41,709 | 13,462 4,429| 2,811 {\fs;

lPend Orielle organized from part of Stevens in 1911.
2Benton organized from parts of Klickitat and Yakima in 1905.
3Grant organized from part of Douglas in 1909.

“Total for 1890 includes

by counties.

population (7,842) of Indian Reservations

5Chelan organized from parts of Kittitas and Okanogan in 1899.
SFerry organized from part of Stevens in 1899.

7Adams organized from part of Whitman in 1883.
8Asotin organized from part of Garfield in 1883.
°Douglas organized from part of Lincoln in 1883.
19Franklin organized from part of Whitman in 1883.
1lgarfield organized from part of Columbia in 1881.
12gittitas organized from part of Yakima in 1883,
13Lincoln organized from part of Spokane in 1883.
l40kanogan organized from part of Stevens in 1883.
1%skagit organized from part of Whatcom in 1883.
16Columbia organized from part of Walla Walla in 1875.

17Population of Spokane County returned as part of Stevens County in

18yhitman organized from part of Walla Walla in 1871.
19san Juan formed from the "Disputed Islands" in 1873.
20snohomish organized from part of Island County in 1861l.

1870,

specially enumerated, not distributed



WASHINGTON
POPULATION OF URBAN PLACES OF 10,000 OR MORE FROM EARLIEST CENSUS TO 1950

[Minus sign (—) denotes decrease. Percent not shown where less than 0.1]

i

Increase over pre- Increase over pre- Increase over pre-
Urban place and census | Popula- ceding census Urban place and census | Popula- ceding census Urban place and census | Popula- ceding census
year tion year on ear on
Number | Percent Number | Percent Number | Percent
Aberdeen city: Olympia city—Con. Seattle euy—Con.
LR e A 19, 653 7 1900 3,863 —835 -17.8 1890 42,837 39, 304 1112.6
8, 4,698 3,466 281.3 1880.. 3,533 2,426 219.2
1,232 29 2.4 1870...- 7 g IRRESIRRSRYGY Bl E Ry
1,203 s s
pokane H
1950 161, 721 39,720 32.6
............................ 10, 228 6,315 6, 487 5.6
3,913 417 11,077 10.6
3,496 134 (.., 3 SRR SR
16.4 3,362 1,279 67,554 183.3
—4.9 2,083 1,829 16, 926 85.0
20,5 264
5.3
11,233 1,824 34, 265 31.3
9,409 —779 2, 591 2.4
82.9 10,188 4,837 9, 852 10.2
488 5,351 , 065 13,222 15.8
14.0 2,286 —35 46,029 122.0
198.0 2,321 1,708 4.7
12,022 7, 605 172.2
4,417 1,005 33.0
3,322 882 36,1
2, 440 -162 -6.2
2,602 1,204 98.9
1,308 50.7
868
26.9
2.7 112
-15.1 12.2
26.9 39.2
23,1 141.2
213.3 8.8
100.3 .2
—4.8
426.9
26.3 257.4
—9.8 10.5
38.1 23.1
.......... 20.5
64.2
[ B &) SR | EESSICCRUNRRR O e < R (TGRS RS
467, 591 27.0
10.4 368, 302 2,719 0.7
13.0 365, 583 50, 271 15.9
50.5 315, 312 78,118 32.9
1.4 237,194 | 156,523 194.0
6, 996 3,133 81.1 80, 671 37,834 88.3

1 Figures given for 1900 and 1890 in Vol. I, 1930, represent the combined population (11,062 in 1900; 8,135 in 1890) of Fairhaven and New What cities, lidated and incor-
porated as Bellingham city in 1903,

Bremerton and Charleston cities consolidated as Bremerton in 1928. Combined population for 1920, 12,256 ;for 1910, 4,055.




