Mining..INdians,

Yakima war

Just prior to the outbreak of the war (Yak ma war) an event occursed
which brought joy to many lyearts, :

#4 discovery of gold was reported to have been ma e in the viciniy
of the Hudson Pay company's ‘:ort “Yolville and not a little excitement
had been aroused Hn consequence.

It was hoped that this would cause the long-loocked for large
immigration of people into the territory and its more complete
wettlement .

Iﬁstead 1t furnished the immediate occasion for the melacholy war which
did so much to retard development and delay settlement,

The young commonwealth was fated to pass through a period of
trials , dissimilar in many respects to that experienced by
Uregon in the dark days of the Cayuse war, yet similar in that it
stirred the hea ts of the people to their m t profound depths and tried
their metal as with fire, |

So great was the feeling of security engendered by the successful
negotiation of the treaties at "alla lalla--treaties which incorporated
as one of thel r provisions pledges of gox will onthe part of the
Indians toward the white race--that persons traveling from
Puget “ound thfodgl ¢hed to the Colville gold fields hesitated not to pass
through the Inclan country singly or in small squads 11l equipped to
repealattack. Soon rumors reached the s ettlements that many such had been
murdered by Indlians and th& the Ykkimas had taken an a ttitude of
hostility tow rd white men.

lhefumors in the cases of Mattice,. Jamlson, "“alker, Eaton,

“umnings, Huffman, Yanjoy and others being partially confirmed, Sub
Agent “ndrew J., Bolon then en route to the ®pokans country to meet

Yov. Stevens turned aside into t he Yakima country to ascertain from
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Kamiakin himself the truth or falsity of the statements. He never
returned to tell the story

ees.At theclose of his pow wow campaign in the Yakima country
Wrli ot having failed to find any enemy to pppose had reported
to Yan. Wool that the war was at an end. The latter had on the
2d of “ugust 1ssued an order to Wright in which he said:
"The general congratulates you on your successful termination
o f the war with the Yakimas and Klickitats...Withthe least possible
delay you will conduct an expedition into the VYialla ¥alls country.
No emigrants or other whitesexcept the Hudson's bay company
or persons having ceded rights from the Indians wi 1l be permitted
to settle or remain in the I, dian country, or on land not ceded by
treaty confirmed by the senate and & puroved by the president of the
United ® ates excepting the miners at the Colville mines.*he e will be
mtified , however, that if t hey interfere with the Indians or their
squaws they will be punished and sent out of the countryee.
Kittitas, Klickitat, :akina history..Interstate, 1904,



Y01d. Peshastin

1855-56

One Capt. Ingalls, the discoverer of the Coos Bay mines in Ore.on
and a typical representative of the nomadic prospecting class
which formed so important a part of t he early population of the
west, may perhaps be comnsidered the ariginal discov erer of the
Pahastin dis'trict.

During the Indian war of 1855-56 he served as a sout and in company
with other scouts from the ranks of the friendly Indians
reconnoitered the eastern slope of the Cascade rang .

“hile on the Wenstchee river he and an “rdian named Colawagh found
in one of thetributary canyons several gold nuggets and other
substantial indications of the existence of placer deposits, fhey dare not
tarry for close investigation however far should they be discovered
by the hostiles their lives would not be worth a cent,

Ingalls was, therefore, compelled to abandon his find far the
t ime belng.

“hen at length the Indian troubles were at an end he
again entered the country but with h@0 &1l his experience in finding
Hs way in the wilderness oy landmarks he was unable to reéisc_over
the gold bea. ing gruvels or the c reek whoce bed and banks they
f ormed.,

bventually , in 1860, he went to the home of GColawash in the Klickitat
valley hoping to induce the red man to gulde him to the'spot. Vain
W er his efforss. 41l hope fromthat source had to be abandoned,

Ingalls then associated himself with Levi and #ndrew Jackson
Knott, Robert Lacd and one or two others with intent to male
& more extended search for the lost placers. Thelr expedition was
destined to be broightto an abrupt and melachony termination
While the canpany was in cemp I“galls was accidentally shot ami killed by



A7, Knott so the rest of the party left without a guide, were
compelled to return to the settlements,

the next effart to discover the lost placer was made by Charles #,
Splawn,thenliving near éoldandale. Inthe spring of 1860 he had gone %o
try his fortunes in the Similkameen mines having first talked with
Colawasy with whom he was on friendly terms, regarding the
'Lngalls discovery. Colawash refused to guide him or anybody else
to the spot but told Mp, Splawn that the name of the creek was
Peshastin, @lso drew & rough map for his further informations

While returning from the Similkameen district in the fall of
1860 Mp, Splawn fell in with four other returriing miners, whom he
readily induced h m in & search 690 for the Peshastln prospect.

The party proceeded to the mouth Hf the Wgnatchee river where an Indian
guide was procured. #s they proceededup the “enatchee the Indian
nemed the different tributary streasms &s he came to them.

"henthe mrospector had reached a place between 15 and 20
mil.e.s from the river;s mouth the gulde polntedout a cansiderable creek
flowing in framthe south amd stated it was the Peshsstin of
which they w re in search.

Splawn st@® started up the stream, others took a hil trail agreeing
to meet MO at the summit of the vivide. I, the first narrow
canyon af ter leav ing the mouth of the creek Mr. “plawn dug out
& promising crevice and panned from 1ts conéents & dollar in gold. The
bed rock was slate,

‘hen he pushed on to the rendezvous where he found his companions
waiting. They had beenaccidentally joined by a young man named Russell,
He was the young man who had neen chosen to carry the news of .Lincmln's
election to the northern mines and was on his return to the sound when he

met the party. He became enthusiastic over the discove y and having begged



the gold from its owner mroceeded with it to Seattle,

Its exhibition there caused not a'little excitement. ‘he few
newspapers then in the Northwest published exaggerated accounts
of the discovery and sane of t hem indulged in uscless prophesying
as to the future extensive development & the region.
Numerous parties at onceou fitted and s tarted for the rew
diggings and Mr. Splawn estimated that seventy-five miners
spent the winter on the Peshastin.

But the gold fields though they mroduced nuggets weighing as high
as ®OQL ) 12 wore of small extent. *hey were soon overshadowed in public
interest by the most important discoveries mede in Idsho and Pritish
columoia about that time and eventually «(ceased entirely to be the center
d excltement, though gold was found there for several years and in later
days quartz ledges have been uncovered in the district.

‘he principal branch of Peshastin creek is known today &s Ingalls

creek, having ovbeen so named in honor of the man who first

discovered but did not live to open the mines.

Central “ashington histary, Interstate Pub. co 1904,



Gold

«.Wa3 the exhibit ion at Fort Simcoe by an old Indian named
“okeseye of soms silver bea ing rocke.

This was about 1862 or 1863,

Zokeseye gave the quzrtz to the agency seccretary, wha e

name was “alker amd a bout & week or 10 days later Valker took 1t with him
to Yhe “alles where he showed it, while intoxicated to "QDAD4&RC a
Califorr ia assayer named “lachley. Fully appreciative of the r ichness

the Ualifornian at once assayed the rock and found it too e nearly two
thirds silver,

“le questioned Walker regarding the the place where itwas dlscovered
and was sent to F. M.Thorp as the one who could most likely find

the ledge on account o his friendliness with the Indians.

ihorpe jloined him in a prospecting tour, taking along some Indian guides
of whom unfortunately Sok@B800 “ckeseye could not be ome as the old
red man had died shortly after giving Walker the rock.

The party prlspectved for more than a month going up the *ietan to the
summit of the Cascades, thence northwest to the hesdwaters of Bumping
river, exploring numerous ;-§treams but finmding nothing.

“@cfter returning fran his trip “lachley went back to California but
the next summer he was ag&in in the Yaki a& county ready for another
search. “i1th Thorp and Indian guides and part of the time
Charles ®plawn he explored the Wenatchee co ntry, the upper Yalkima
and towards llount Baker, goin wwherever the Indians reported the
existence of precious metals. ‘he search was bootless.

For several years afterwards F.M. Torp aml Charles “plawn
gave a portion of each summer to prospecting. Numerous other parties
and Individuals sought earne stly for the 860 4okeseye lode, during the

60s and 70s, and the story has beenr svived frequently in more

recent times, despite every effort, the led;e fran which the old
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Columbla river old=Ringold

Apout the fall of 1864 a discovery of placer gold was made on what is
knowiq as Ringold bar on the west side of the Columbiariver, twenty
miles north of Goldendale by a party of which & surveyor
ramed Hall was one .

“uite & la ge number of men flocked to the diggings whichwere
wrked withwater from the “olumbiar iver.

L.L. Thorp spent three months there and r eceived as
recompense for his labors only a twenty-dollar cleanup, but
“hite & Biack, four claims below him, too. out ¥2,500 in lessthan
six weeks while a French company did even bettere.

The bar yielded some thirty thousand or farty thousand dollars to
white miners and an unknown sum to the Chinamen who washed 1ts graves
in termittently forseveral years afterwards. Ventral Vashington

History, I terstate, 1204,



Gold Mining
1871 or 1873
During 1873(some say 1871) occured an event of greas nmoment in
the settlement of the futwe L:ttitas county,namely the discovery of
gold in the “wauk region,
©8 rearly as 1867 a prospecting pa ty & which N,Thomas Yoodwin
Penton £00dwin and “dward Towner weremembers had passed throgh this
country and w hile following one of the many Indian trails, namely that led
leading to the Peshastin district,had made a discovery the importance
ov ewhich t hey did not realize at the time,
“hile camped for their midday meal mar Swauk creek “enton oodwin
busisedhimself in panning one of the bars of the stre. . ““e was
ignorant of the appearance of native gold but suspecting that yellow
psrticles he faund in theb ottom of his pan might be the precious metal
he showed them to Towner the only experiencedprospector inthe party.
The latter pronounced them fine gold. His statements were
receiv d with considersble doubt by the party whch passed on
having first jocularly named the place, Discovery bard
'“uring the ensuing two or three ycears t e region wa s prospected
oc asionally but no ome found enough gold to warrant the
establishment of a camp. In the fall of 1873 how ver a party of men met
with better success than a y of their predecessors,
In this company were Newton Thomas Goodwin and Penton ®6w Goodwin
who hadbeen in the party that made t e discovery six years
prrevious, also W,H. Beck, Yeorge Mycock,whose name wa s later
changdd by the legislature to Starr amd a young Kentuckian named D,Y,
Borden. The men were very much dispiri ed h,ving been unsuccessful in
their quest of fortune andb e ing e xhausted and nearly out of provisions but
Benton amd N.T. Goodwin accepted the proposal of the Kentuckian t.o
prospect Swauk creek , Penton Goodwin soon di cover d a small nugged.

: f
He called the others to him who soon found a pot hole in the center O
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the stream . ‘o dig down to » edrock was the work of but & short time
as there was nothing in the cavity but wash gravel. Fram a panful of
dirt teken out of thebottom of t he hole jjorden washed & small nugged
worth about fifteen cents. The rest of the men were summoned
Yeaving their sizzling supper to take care of 1tself they set to vork
pnning the rrgvel from the pot hole and within an h ur had over 5
worthof coarse dust and nu;gets, some of the latter weighing a dollar,

Next day the party divided its forcs, Starr and Becx going be@oa
below and the rest above the camp.
Those who a Ecended the creek found & spot where as evidenced by the
protruding r@6z. rroots of a lar; e tree thebedrock was close to
the swface.D igging here “nﬂorden took a nugget welghing over an ounce
ard worth ¥16. lle also found gravel that ylelded thirty to fortycents
to the pan.

HT'he five prospectors prepared now for systematic work,
staking out claims in t the regular way and sending to
John L. Vaughn's place for provisions. CGreat pains were taken to keep the
i discovery a secret but in about two weeks rumors of it reached
the outside world through the Indians. Ip that time however the party
had secured between ¥500 and ¥600, even with the crude equipments at
hand. One day it is said they dug out %150 with a butcher knife,

News of the disvovery soon p ecipitated a rush of miners and others
ard ere long ther s were many hundreds on the ground.ihat fall the
Swauk creek mining district was organized with D.Y, B;rden as the first
recorder. It was agreed that claims wshouldbe 200 feet long ard f rom
rimrock to ri rock. "o  on the creckwas located from t its mouth, five
miles below Yjgcovery bar tothe f orks 15 miles upstream but the
miners wer unable to find gold in paying quantities except on and in the

ijmmediate vicinity of the var. “'s a result most of the people left

as speedily as they had come and that winter less than 50 were there.



‘hese cons isted of the Discovery “ompany, thenincr ased to 12 by the

addition of John P. Peck, G.W. Goodwin, 4  “hurchili, “avid Munn,

1
James and “amuel “ates and another and three otlr companies, namely
hglter A. Bull & Company on ®tarr bar, a French associatio led by
Joseph “uperneau, operating on Yilliams creek and a cooperatitive
company at the mouth of that stream,

The Wslliams creek miners met with little succe s that
winter though subsequently som srich ground was discovered
there. Indeed the explorations and operations of the first three
vyears ‘ailed to bring to light the @el@ wealth of the region
except on ‘_’:B covery Par where in the spring of 1874
sluices were bullt of whipsawed lumbe andwhere
an ounce & day tot he man was ave:raged that season. ;ut the next year
the lead played cut and in 1876 bthe mines were abandoned.

In the late seventles activitly was renewed in the ®wauk district;
lost leads wer di covered; the region ecame & prominent producer and
ever since it hascontinued to yield considerable quantities of
gold. Many who were attractedtot he cou try by the f irst
discoveries remsined to assist in the development of Kittitas
county's latent resources so PDAAdAGA the f inding of the yellow
metal r;nyb e dons idered one ofthe most important events of t he early
days; not slone in its direct but in its indirect effects.

Bean® Central "ashington history. I, terstate 1904,



Mining

However Yakima comnty shares with her neirhbors, King, Pierce,
ard Kittitas the extensive and important Summit mining district
w ituated at the head of Moore s cresk, a tributary of ‘perican
river,
‘he distict is approximate¥y 20 miles square on the ea:ttern and half on
the we tern s lope of the Cascade range but the greater part of the
mining is carring on on ;old hill an eastern spur of the great
divide,
Moore s creek, Unian creek, “anier fork ard ®merican
fiiver OopGdd furnish the district with an abundant water supply,
am thoughf it is within the Hanier forest reserve the gogerrment
permits the fking for mini purposes of necessary timber.
Silver creek, a tributary of Whit e river is the principal mining stream
of the western slope.
eothe matrix of the ore is pOo@ghbgd porphyry,magnesia and lime carrying
values of gold, silver and copper; is amendable to concentration in
the pr oportion of five to one; the size of the 1dg68 ledges
varies from a few inches to twenty feet. orein the “1izabeth ledge
agsays from ¥1l4 to »346.42 a ton, the values being in gold, silver,

copper ard leade...%entral Washington History, I“terstate, 1904,



Mining

1860
A,J. Splawn says that for a few months during 1860

Hald & Meigs of +
Mgnastash ford, Kittitas county f or the accommodation of travel

he Dalles, Oregon maintained a trading post at

to the “imilliameen mines.

Central “ashington History. Interstate, 1904,



Indian war

Priest;s Rapids

Gove Stevense..(Klickitat, Kittias and Yakima history..lnterstate,
1904,)=-~ page 75

“he country between the Plue mountains ard the Colmmbia was
overrun with Indiang numbering one thousad to dwwelve h undred warriors
including the f orce at Prlests' rapids under Kamiakin who had sworn to cut
me of f3 it was campletely blocked up. One effect of the campaign of the rg
regular svoDdfidd and volunteers in the Yakima country under Brig,
General Raines was to drive Kamiakin and his peopls on our side of
the Co umoia river and thus endanger our movement fro the Spokane
to the Nez Perce country. ‘hus we had been hermed in by & body of
hostile Indians through whom we could have only forced our way with

extreme difficulty and at great loss of life,

Pobtland Daily S tundard:

In the engagement at the Yakims river, mentioned in Major iains!
dispatch , “aptain Bennett's company, Company F and part of t he
Clackamas company, Cumparw C, took part amd ewere the first to
cross the river aml charge the enemy who fled with great rapidity
so much so that the dib abled state of the horses of the volunteers
rendered pursuit unsuccessful,

Captain Cornelius' cm pany, ~“anpany Y,having become separated
fromthe main body of the volunteers in the engagements at the
river, encountered a superiar force of Indians and fought them
rearly half a day.

He kept t em at bay and succeeded in taking somecattle ard
driving them into camp that nighte. ‘wo of his men were

severely wounded. ‘he demage inflicted upon te I iand was not

kn own,

In the attack the next day at the mountain gorge spoken of by



kigjor Rainds otherwise called the Two puttes, the numoer of
Indians was not less than 500 hundred. #bout one hundred and fifty
were counted upon the top of the hill and the remairder were in the
brush. ®y some misundertmimding of orders given to surround them
& gapwas left open and those made their escape. Two only were killed,
pursult was of no avail, |

The regulars and volunteers encamped near the mission, which
lmving been abandoned , it wasconjectured that the -main force of: the
Indiand had eithez_' gone to the Naches pass to attack Uaptain Maloney or
up the Uolumbia to Priests' rapids.

Uol, Nesmith with & command of two hundred and fifty men
proceeded toward the pass and after an absence of three days
returned withouthaving seen the enemy. Ee fand the snow so desep
&3 to prevent the forage of his animals and was compelled tor eturn.,

:e found caches of Indian provisions which he destroyed ard several
Indian mares and colts which were killed as they would be of no service
to the voluntesrs. "ome wild Indian cattle were also found amd
killed, which furnished subsistence for t he troops. L, and about the mission
were found vegetablesand a varlety of useful articles,

On “olonel Nesmith's return & council of officers was
held by which it was deemed &nexpedient to proceed to “alla
Walla owing to't he scarcity of f orage, the weak comdition of the animals
and difficult ¥y of crossing the “olumbia with sick and wounded. It was
decided to return to The Dalles and recruit,

“fter burning the mission and & house owned by Kamiskin the whole
force of regularsand volunteers took up their 1line o march:for
the Dalles. Q, the way they met Captain “1lsongs command Cr'\mpnn'y A
with the pack train of supplies which train had suffered great loss

of animals and supplies by resson of the snows in the mountqins , in

Places fou feet Geep...Klickitat, Kittitas, Ya hist. Interstate, 1904,



®mohalla

In the seventies the famed Smohollah began preqching his celebrated
“reamer religion, s development o the old Indian idea of spirit.

It borrowed nathing f rom Christianity; indeed it had its root in
bitter enmity toward the white race, |

Smohollah lived on tie Columbia at least part of the time
eith a small following of his own branch, it is said, of the Spokane
tribe. fe held religious dances, presiding over the c eremonies as
megicine man aml dwelling persistently in his harangues upon a
revelation he claimed to mave received from the spirit land to the effect
that in the near future all thedeccased Il,dians were coning out of
their graves with physical bodies and were going to unlte with their
quick brethren in a tremendous effort to drive the whites from the
country.

The Indians of the east were to do likewise and from the étlantic
to the Pacific & high carnival of war was tobe held, Whenthe white.
man were &ll killed or driven out the barbarism o the ancient
days was to be once more established ardd t e Irndianwas to revel
and hunt and roam as in the glorious golden past.

This religion was certainlywell calculated to appeal to the
Indian imagination, the only objection to it, its utter lack of
truth--being a small one tothe minds of men long inured to the
thraldom of superstition.

The preaching of “moholiah w8Pe was not in vain. Considerable
excitement was s tirred upon among the Indlans of the Nyrthwest and the se
Yreamer doctrines no doibt incified some to take part in the wars
of 1877 and 1878 who might otherwise have remained at peace.

That a religion so manifestly absurd should have gained a healring
and a following a s recently as the later seventies is good evidence of

tre hold which the ancient barbarism still had upon the saWage mind and
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heart., Neither cen it be claimed that this hold has yet bsen loosened,
though it 18 certain tlm t con tant contact with the whites is slowly
bPeaking down the power of superstition amongthe Indiens of the
Yakima reservation.

This is resulling not somuch fran direct instructiona s fram the f act
that the two races arefusing the ir blood so that the number of half
breeds and quarter breeds is Increasing and the number of pure
Indians suffering a corresponding diminution. Of course the more
white there is in any individual the greater his aff'inity for the
customs and habits of the whites., Yaturall then, the ancient cale of
laws, the ancient religionwith its feasts and dancing and all the
ancient o servances anmdcustoms must soon go into obliviion. ‘he new
envirorment armd corditions have already f orced great mutations In the
life of the Indiansand with chan:;e of habitsmustcone the decline of the
re la ted ceremonials.,

Thus it hap ens tha tthe war dance andthe scalp damce have lost their
significance and whenindulged in at all are merely spectacular perfor-
mances; indeed the end o Indiang wars must s on mean the end of the pow-
wws and dances and drills and savage chivalry which are concomitants of

Indian belligerence, Other changes in the red men s mode of life
are alike inimical to his savage ceremonies,

The policy of gatherhg Indians upon peservations has in its

self , aside fraondire ct effarts to civilize amd Cpristianize them,
had amarked effect in destroying the anclent usages; the police now in
votue of inducingt he red men to a cept lands in severalty aml dilspose
of the surplus to he government will go a long way furtherin the same
dl ection; yet such is the conservatism of the Indian that we may
expect some vestiyes of his ancient beliefs, ceremonial

observance and supsrstions to persist until he shall have drawn his

latest breath, Interstate His TOTYs 49o0p



Smohdlla

During the summer of 1863 Mr. F.M., Thorp and his family were given
reason to belleve that & serious difficulty with Indilans was about
to be expereinced. .

One day the father and his son, Leonard descried a band of Indians
mounted and in full war paint apiroaching their home . Seized with
a sudden alarm they, with Char les “plawn and Mr. Thorpds other
sons, Willis amd ayless, hastily hid the women and children
and prepared to make &as stubborn & def nse as possible, taking their
stand behind & yard fence,

:he Indians rode up rapidly without sigh of ermityor mmtred. ‘he white ma
saw when t he advancing band came near enoughthat they were no other
than Smohalla, the dreamer, and his following.

Just as the head of the colum reached the fence, the older *‘horp
" sprang over, revolved in hand, selzed the chisf's horse by t he
bridle and demarded the reason for sucha warlil—xe approach.

The dreamer smiled affably, proffering his hand and s tated as the reason
for his conduct that he had heard of a report current among the whites

to the effect tha;c he was about to owerwhelm their settlements
with a thousand warriors and had come to reassure them by
exhibliting the smallness of his following. After a friendly
talk the chief rode away, bowing and smiling but Mr., Thorp always believed
that RA® the ugly looking revolvefr was really reasponsible for his a
apparent friendliness..The Yentral Wiashington history interstate,
1904,



Names
noslyn

Roslyn-~ftoslyn coal fi d ds opened to canmercial world in fall of
1886, Logan M., Bullitt plated the site, Dedication armd filing

papers sigred in lMinnesota, Sept 22, 1886 and filed far record in
Kittitas county eight dayslater. "t that'tdmxBullittvvan vice reasident
of Northern Pacif ic Coal company..romantically sald o be named

‘or hamlet in Deleware which was christened Roslyn over a century

ago (fron date 1885). Bullitt christened town #ugust 10,

1886 after town In which his loved ore once dr@® dwelled, event duly
c elebrated and decision made public by & bulletin Bnthe shape of

a8 board on which the name had been inscribed with a pine coal, *he
bulletin was miled to a large pine tree wh ch stood onthe site of FPatrick's
business property..Central Yashington History, Interstate, 1904,



Ngmes Yle-Elum

"In the poetic language of the red man who long since bad the
region & ford farewell Ele-“lum or TleOiluLum" as they pronouiice
i t signifies "“swift water. ~he Cle=~lum river from which the

-

town's name #es derived debo ches into the Ya ima about three
miles above the city. Quarter sectionViﬁs);(;g)ﬁgﬁ;JOQﬁ by Thomas L,

LIamblea, April 1883 and staked out on the 28th of that month

“econd character inthehistory amiman responsible more than

anhone else for exlstence of t om is VWalter J, Meed, an old friend

o Mp, “amble and one of Na th Yakima's founders. ‘hey met accidentally

in Yakima land office in “®pril, 1883 and entered into agreement that each
sho 1d assist the other in obtaining land..Central Washington

Higtory, Interstate, 1904.





