¥une 5,1956

The Hon Hal Holmes,
House of Hepresentatives,
“ashiington, D.C,

Year Congressman lals

Now that the Indlan situation seems to have cooled, and
worked out a8 you will find the vaest majority of whites and Indians
themselves wished it to be, other situations present t hemselves,

I would eppreclate it 1f no "stir' be made in thisrezsrd, but I am
more than curious conceraning the iHoren and Tollefson bill desling
with purchase of the'#Ajcorn pal tings for Ohief Joseph Dam vista house.

I note tﬁat"today, and gex previously, gress dispatches stated that
this hed the _supiort of the "ashington State Historical Soclety."

The acquisition of the paintings has our individual supnort, I am
wholeheartedly in favor of them that. Ieven would contribute my small
share to any fund,

S8everel months ago this matte r was brought up a the historiocsl
society meeting which I attended as a board mexkixp member or c¥rator.
I hed to drive over a slick pass then, end arrived a bit late, They
were just gettins ready to taske a vota , ‘hey voted and then although
I was ocold as to what was going on, 1 eskad to expre:s a persona}
opinion and was eccorded that privilege, “he vote was "unanimous
for going on r-cord to ask the Corns of Army Enginecrs to purchase
the paintings, i

I raised the point! that with Indiens, to my knowledge, not knowing
where their nextmeal was coming from up and down the very Eolumbia
etc, I did not think the #rmy Corpa of Engire ers wished to sperd
taxpayers money for this, when there was such a need for money Sor
finlshing up dams, starting work on others etc, Just d ong that line.

One after e other concurred including “ol.Hanson (former Army
%!giveer) Reno 0dlin, Tecomabanker end president; %Weyerhauser, etc.
“o0 0dlin sald that 1if 1t was okay, they'd just not record the vote
and let it rest at that. *hen I spoke for acquiring the paintings
in eny possible manner etc,

A counle of months la ter out comes a wirephoto with ¥ollefson ,
one of the Tacomaboard members %nd Col. Ichher and stotement of
support by Historicsl Sccietys “hen comes todey's wire story, I
telephoned Chapin Foster, our director, and he assured me that the
minutes show no action for support es abody etc. and t hat something



Wronge

How I dgn't wish to jeppardize the acquisition in anyway possible,
cause no EEEBsiky uneasiness, susplicion etc, nor let anyone
there know that I'm trylng to determine if there is something on
record there from the Society, that it, as a socisty, 18 favorable
and asks the Army Engineers to purchase the paintings. (They are good
paintings too, and very proverly should be preserved and perhaps
housed at Chief Joseph Tam)

I wish to be "armed" for my next trip to *acona to the s tato board
meeting, not with Ip tters or documents but 'just the knowledge of what
the true situation j}s. erhaps I am 1in error. I don't think I am
overly suspicious, “he voard gets along fine and 1s doing corstructive
thin s,but lwish to know what kind of ground {'mmx on, #nd I will
keep my source protected, “t "ay be in fact I will never open my
mouth, “ut I'd like to be ready. f the stetements are made on straight
or dir ctly sent storles from "ashingtm, they mdddd must be on the
bills or something.

One roason why I think it wise to"wait and sre"™ is I susweoct others
will foel as I did, or if they don't, then there e e such deams
coming up as The “alles where they most assuredly sho 13 have a 1ista
House , devel-ped to show the past 1ife of the erca ebo, fnd I
certeinly @d0dQA0EA¥6RAd am in favor of things like that, but alittle
dubious ebout where the money should originate from,

The PUD 4s being very helpful to the Ygnapums, I 8s8se they have
been granted a delay past the July 1 deadline for cons tructlon
stirt, They are g ing to provide the bgnapums with a hom etc.

It is far better that way I believe then resorting to legislative
action, I think putting the matter Into a memorandum is now under wWey.
The ird lans are most cooperative and aprre ciative o I'm not arguing
w' th the Yepartment of theinterior that it approve t e memorandum,
vecsuse surely the government must feel protect d against the future
and there must be & finality about the matter. “ut 1f other things
enter into it, such as trying to force the Yanapums into some tribe
etoc, 1 will contact you, it being their wishes, As things now are,
the PUD is moving the rocks or will mcve them rather of{ the island,
repair the oldhouse, move it, build a newhhouse etc, and protect

the graveyard and so e other things, This has all been volutury on
their part and has been worked out with Ylenn “mothers (now still
111 at home) end Nat "ashington and myself . “he poor Wanapums have
had to resort to ‘no legal employment and what t ey are gettling
worked out £ for them I do not believe couldhave been so easily
aocomplished had it not been generslly known that you hed your

eye on thelir welfiare etc,

My book,Prumters and “reemers goes on sale Oct. 6, Finished up
a five wee¥ Job ol (ndexing 1t two weeks ago. +t 18 running lrger
than { figured, closex to 390 pps. with 50 pps of pioturec. The
publisher 1s doing a top Jjob. I supnose i1twill be out about & month
earlier.l feel that Emmons even might 1ike it since there are two
sldes to every question end I try to show, in the small part

dealing with the Byreau, how the Burecu is working to put the Indians
on thetr feet, resardless of accusations in some praes=ure group

uarters., Bnoclos-d 1s invitation to be used during book tour which
ndians and I will meke In Orecson and Yash,

Kind regards

C11¢t Relander



