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l--What do the Wanapsm call themselves in their owm
language?
The “anapums cel 1 themselves "Wanapums,"

Interp etation: Wana, "rivery" pum, "people." Sometimes they
say "Priest Rapids" usiig the English words rather t en the naté
ive word, "P'nai &lthough P'na sprcifically means "fish weir,"
t ey refer to thet penerasl arees on the river, including & vills.e
gite wh'ch has another name, a2z P'ne, They will say "we are going
to hold e dance at P'na, = or"we are rpoing to hold a dence at
Priest Fiapids.” But I neve heard them tell curious visitors when
asked what kind of Indiens they were, "We are “anapums," or "we
are Priest Mapics people,” They never say "we are P'na people,”

If asked if they are xakimas, they will say, emphaticelly
and with a hint of paticent humor, "Wol"

{Footnote from manuscript, Drummers end Ureamers...&1exaﬁder

Ross, “dventures of the Pirst Settlers on the Oregon or Columbia

River, (Chicazo, 1923), ed. by Milo Milton Quaife, p. 145, gives
the name as Priest's Rapid., "‘mond S, ¥eany, Origin of “ashi-gton
“éogrqphic Names, (Sesttle, 1983), p, 232, gives the name as Priest

Rapids end quots Ross: "We named the place !'riest Hanids,"
(Oregon Se'tlers Early “estern Travels Ed,) pp. 143-44. United
“tates Department of the Interior Yeclogicel Survey, “ashington
quadrangle, glves the neme as Priest Rapids].

%1llilam Denison Lymen The Columbis River,The Columbia River,

G,P. Putnam's Sons, ¥Wcw York and London, 1909, p. 322,,.Alex-

ander Ross in his Sgwentures on the Columbis tells how Priest

Rapids ceme to be named., ‘he first exnedition of the Paciflic

Fur Cowpeny, of which ¥oss was s member, wes making its way from



Astoria up the river in 1811, and had recched the lower end of

this falle..s

2--As complete 8 1ist as possible of “anapum sites,
distingulshing between:

g=permant villege sites

b=temporary camp sites -

c~locelitles, rocks, etc. wh'ch represent place names

only
Providing a complete list is s lar~ge order, but realizing

that the rreatest value to the Department and ethnologist 1is
~avallability of a lerge end complete list, with explanatory
material for bsckground information, I have checked my notes,
checked and re-checked the informants and gone over wlth them,
for the 'nth time, mans of the areas involved,

“ 8ingle set of maps wes appended to anapum 1S I

provided in duplicate to the Department, #nile the marrative
included much material on habitation, occupation, use and
geographic names, I shall review this, elaborating upon it and
will include such &aformstion as may clarify sub-sectioas a, b,
anc¢ ¢ of Question 2,

Landmarks,and names given by white occupants are
cccasionally incl'ded to assist in orientstion. Yords are
spellsd phomméticrlly, ‘hat this provides a recognizable
pronounciation to the Wanapums I know from having some of the
words rend. to them by a non-interested party, capable only of
reading themas they sounded to him,

As a beckground to the village, fishery and historic sites
nomenclature, most, if noﬁ all of the names are prehistoric,
having been bestowed by the ancient animal people or the demi-

god Speelyi [Coyote], as he p: ssed downstream preparing the



country for the occupation by the Indians,

It must be remembered, too, that the stretch of
Columble *iver from Bevorly LTap, on the north, southwards to
Pasco, at the confluence of the “nake with thc Columbia niver,

a distance of a~nroximately elghty miles, wos the winter habitat
of the neople, They did not all gether in one 1arge village,

nor did they onerate with a complex political organizat'on of
authority and rule, ‘he first concern wes food and warmth. “o
they scattersd up snd down the river, inver axbly selccting

the place vhere firewood was most easily obtainable, A1though
this supply of driftwood could vary from se: son to season, there
were some places where after elther normal or abnormal runoff
8easons8, a sufficient supoly of wood we alweys avallable. #t
extreme times of h’ch water, a large supply of wood might be
washed downstresm to another location which became the winter
village for a group of peonle until the supply was depleted.

It should also be remembeféd thaet sice the e people
retaired their relicion in its original form, as pure as
possible to the extent of the ava lability of drumners or sing-
ers and the prescribed Indian foods, prircipally salmon, venison ,
bltterroot, huckleberries and camas, 1t wes analogous with
their village and flishery sites,

“hile it wes true that they clung to their old locations
to the best of the abillity, they alsoc rrtained their tulé mat
lodges In which they lived out the winters. This was not because
they did not know of the advantoges and comforts of modern,
wh'den cabins, hut becsuse it was a nart of their religion,
and their customs and culture, *herefore, since the glfts the earth

had to offer, such as food, water and things for utilitarian



use were for everyone to be sccepted freely from the earth,
certein of the ocustomery Wanapum dwelling places would, on
occasion, become the dwellins place for their cogeners, especially
if food had been difficult to obtain at other places, Because
the Columbis f'iver was the source which provided the greateat
share of the food supply for Indians “alling within its influence,
rhey were always williag to share with anyo-e the food avsilable
to them, because it was "Creator given" food, for everyons ,
It follows naturally that those who achered to the old faith,
end the strong followers of “mowhela [ca.1813-95] whoso home
was at Priest Rapids, “hite Bluffs or Coyote “apids, according
to the season, the availability of food end the severity of
the winter, remalned along the river., many of the weaker ones
left the ri er long amo and took up sllotments on the re.ervations
where thelr pure blood bccame assimilated with thet of various
bloods, and as a result, they have descendants now upon the
re ervstions, “trictly speaking the remnant group 43 the “mowhala
band of Wanapums,
Five quadrangle strip maps are requlired for the
locations. “outh to north, the maps are:
l-=Pasco (Washinrton)
2--Hanford (%ashington)
3--coyote Rapids (7Washin-ton)
4--Priest “apida (Washington)
5-=Beverly (Washington)
Reference to locaetion, with relation to the Eolumblia,
Snhake or Yakima rivers, smd the compass, will be left benk or
right bank, using the customary englaeering referenoe,"faci1g

downstr am." This #4411 be of some simplifiication to thm e not



thoroughly famildr with the twists and bends in the Columbia
River, which sometimes flows north to south, sometimes west to
east and even rarely slightly northwardly.
ihe annroximete date of occupancy is 1880-1900, The
informants have dlsliked to "speculate" on pre-Spowhala pop-
ulastion,and only rarely throu-h refcrence or legend, indi ate
g population w'th which theywere not »nersoally assoclated.
They only know that their old people have told them thet "many
people" or ﬂlots and lots of peoplei lived along the river in
pre="mowhala days., Ihey believe from what thelr old people have
told them that as many as two tho sand people lived d ong the
river one-~hundred twenty-five to one-hundred eand fifty years
ago snd thils is indiceted in acrounts of explorations. Tre
principal villapes, to their cctual knowlsdge, were occupled
by from two hundred to four hundrcd people end vhen the salmon
runs rrached the places in verious seasows, spriac, late
sumner and fall, the populations sometimes doubled and trebeled,
The "guests"'wore sometimes blood relations, relatives by
marrioge or merely Valley people who came to obtsin food, trede,
gamble or narticlpate in the socilal jsutherings that were
always a part of such gathorings.
From Bouth to Worth
1==PASCO QUADRANCLE
AINSWORTH==Now extiact white reilway settloment in the
wedge of land on the 17t bank of the Columbia at its confluence
withthe “nake “iver snd on the richt bank of the “nake fiver,
built in 1879 with arrivsl of the NWorthern Pacific “‘allroad
and named for Je.C, Ainsworth, a Columbias Hiver boat captein.
Bopulation four hundred,

“insworth was at the anproximste location of the Indian



village

KOSI[TH~=[At the Point of Land], one of the largest
villages along the beginni of the lower-Columbia, One mile
downstream from the present city of Pasco, “ashington, It was
a permanent village, offering year-around food supply such as
deer and rabbits from the ncar-by hills; Blueback salmon and
sturgeon in the spring, Bog “slmon in the fall; stee head, suck=-
ers, white fish in the winter time and mussels, clams, beaver
1 d muskrats. The °ngke River, for seversl miles upstr-am was
glso a fishery. fhé permanent homes were tule mat longhouses,
althouch tipi style lodges were built LY vieli tors, Palouses
lived there along with the "anapums, *“allulapums, ¥“allawallapums,
Chamepums and others, thare being no village chief or government
no more than at the great fishery st Ye11lo Falls where explorers
have rrcounted there were many chiefs but no head chief,

The somewhat transient population‘was around four-hundred
persons, never being entirely depleted.,

Here, as customary in ell Wanapum villages, the infirm
or 111 remained .hen it came time to go out on cames digring
or berry picking trips to distant places, Scme.capablo membe rs
of the femily remained to tske care of the ince-aciated,

Surisls were matle on 1slends in the Columbia and “nake
rivers and along both shores, there belng no especial burying
ground, ‘here were pecpleof many tribes and bands , incliding
Yakimes, buried slong the Columbia b/ cause & body was rarely
retumed home, even 1f death occurred far buck in the mcuntains ,

fhe Wgnapums also refer to Kosith as Kosispa, as a

locative, litersally, The Place or At the Point of Land.
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Kosith was especid ly known as an eel fishery. They
were calﬂbd ¢oosueyas by the Wanapums and Pel ouses and assum
by the Vakimas, *hey were caught at n'ght by canoe f!shermen
"who used hemp nets, cut lengthwise and hung up to smoke emd
dry like salmon, “mall eels were avallable the year around. The
large lamohreys arrived in July end were availasble for a monﬁh
to s8ix weoks,

KA MAP PA-[uninterprected,”“aske iver Indian" name]
for first 1sland up the “nake Biver, just & short distences

SHIMLOOT%=[¥o definition] was the name in the Wanapum
languageof the first islend in the Columbia “iver above the
mouth of the agake ‘‘iver, roughly, one mile, It wes a burial
place,end a fishery during -dszimp the Pog Salmon season in
the fall,

KOWIT KOWIT[No definition] half a mile to & mile
upstream from Kosith on the 1ft bank, was a permanent village
site, reslly a part of Kosith,

ANHYASH=--[Just 8 name] was the genersl arca now
occupied by Kennewlick on the right benk of the river, across
from Pasco, It was occupied by family groups, scattered., It
was also the name for the island there known now as Clover
Island and so marked on quadrangle, It was just upstream
from the automobile bridge now over the Columbia.

POS POS~-=[A Kind of "illow] was an ircidentsl place
a "short walk" from “nhwash, where a variety of willows grew
that were used to make posch, & medicine for colds and chills,

CHAMNA=-~[No definition] at the junction‘of the Yakima
River whore it flows into the Columbie from the west, on the

le ft bank of the Yakima and the right bank of the olumbia, was

the major villare of the Chamnanums, people described by
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the Priest hapids people, as being almost identical with them,
They say a very few Chammepums live on theumatilla e erva lon

at presont., ®lthourh Jemes Mooney, Fourteenth Annual Report Burcau

of bthnologg, II pe 739 locatos “hamna opposite “allula, this
does not agree with the positive location siven by Puck Hysh Loot
and other old “anapums.

“scounts relate that the Oblate scholasties, “harles

Yeorze Slanchet and a lay brother,

Yandosy, “Yasimir Chirouse end
Celestin Verney, under the direction of Father Pascal Ricard and
with the permission of the "alla Walla chief, Pco Peo Mox Hox
[Yellow Pird] ﬁ}he wild yellow canar;j estebl ished the lost Ste,
fose de Chemna mission at a place‘that according to the narrative
account would place it in the vortex of lend formed by the rivers,
and as { precdl, north of the Yakime River. “hile not conclusive,
but because the mission accounts were wrltten in French, there
is too much similarity between "Chemna" and "Chamna' to pass un-
noticed., “he mission was esteblished “ovember 30, 1847 and
80 Inscribed in the old “t, Jpseph d'Abtanem Mission Paptismal
Record Book pre erved in the Yakima Piocese hLpchives, *his does
not include the reference to the “alla "alla chief, but that
slgnificance, in published Catholic reports, is too obvious
in view of the Yakima Claim to escape notide since it places
a “alla Walla chief in control of or sneakin-~ for territory
that I believe was subsequently claimed by the “akimas,
Chama was a village of two hundr~d inhabitants,
TOWMHOSH==[No definition] marked on map, B.u,387
was on the left bank of the Columbia across from Chamna. It was
1argéHEnd in reality a place name only, Inclding residents

who looked upon Chamna as their home. It was at the ap-roximate

location of the rimmerman Eerry, shown on the quadrangle ,



TINUP PEPE was a hot spring on the right bank of the
$okims River, across from Chamna.

TOLA TOPFPEIA was an "evil smelliag" (sulphur ? spring)
toward Richland , between the Columbia and Lakime rivers. ‘his
spring relates to the mythic age. It was where “enowy, the strong
Chinook “ind Brother weshed his hair, conteminating the spring
nith"bugﬂ" aefter conquering the evil #“alla valla Wind Brothers
i1 & wrestlinr match. “his is a leg'nd, known only partid ly by
Yakima informants and then not to its conclusion or in & form
that would indicate it is g story handed down among them 1n
the area vhere the evil Walla Walla "*ind Brothers seized upon
the country, captivating the peonle and destroyins one by one
the brothers sent to wrestle theme The youngest brother as he
crew determired to avenge the deaths, He lived lower on the
river, below Celilo, and he practiced first pulling up small

‘buses, hmenhe grew he coild easily pull uplarge trees. “hen he

: put hig"vower" on a pole by his lodge and tolé his unck to watch
1t, and if it fell, to put it ba~k on thepcle, “‘e sct off upstream

uprootinz trees as he went to show his strength. His mother and
father were imprisoned by the ‘“alla ¥iella “ind Brothers,

fvetr mat 1odg§ wrs layered with snow and ice, *hey hoam @ 1t

melting and knew Yenowy was cominge. g arrived secretly md sent

“iyver to fish for sturgeon. “hen the

his father up the “nake
father returmed to the Yol mbia with a big sturieon the “all
walla "ind Brothers attempted to catch him and overturn the boat,
but Wenowy alway: blew the boat out of danger. ‘he level place
throuzth the ares wrs made by dragging the sturgeon to the village.
A1l the starving people came out of their lodges, “enowy made
hinself known and wr:stled the brothers, with 1life at forfeit,

one by one,
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“ig father rubbed him with sturgeon oil, and everytime Wenowy
started to ;reétle, his "power: wo dd fall from the pole at

home and his uncle wonld pant 1t up, Jjust before he wa thrown
because he would melt the 1ce on tho ground which was too

slippery a footing for his elder brothers m @ they were defreted,
lenowy threw the "alle #alla "ind Brotﬁ;rs one by one, condemniné
them to blow only at his will and promising to always come and
melt the snow énd ice when the Indians needed him., Then he went

to the spring and washed the sturgeon oil from his hair and it

and the "bugsg remained in the spring called Tola Topepeia,

TOIMOTTOVFE-=[Water Pulls Yown] wes the fishery on the
rizht baak at “ichland, *he ares around Mchland was celled

ANOYPA [Sticks] “mell winter caenps were located there,
fiehland was named in 1904 for Velson Rich,a Pposser settk r
in 1883. ?he town was  founded by Rich and Howard Amon,

AKACHPAH was & small 1sland opnosite the present city
of Richland, It was & part of -the fishery and was a burial
place,

STTKT{A==[Fall “!shing] was a favorite “ishin~ place
after the salmon had finished spawning., his wes late in September.
It was upstream from

SHU “IPA an 1sland opposite B.4, 509 (on msp),
which was ap roximately four miles from “ichland,

TOSH TOH MAN wes the name for the next island upstream,
aiso a “eptember fishing places

SUHL THUL TIT was the name for the hills on the left
bank of the Columblia in this region,meaning something like

"one hill after another," or as near as they can explain, a

succession of rising hills,

Back from the Ift bank s d marked (outside of quadrangle
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map) wer e Jackass Mountsin and Lake Scooten where there were
camas beds, The “anapums had no immediately known name for
Jackass Mountain or Scodten Lake, d thourh the lake I have
proctically identified ac Klup Klup, drseriptive of sz ‘onapum
lerend concerning “peelyl who stopped there to drink water which
sounded "klup klup" [like a doz lapping water). The wavelets
of the lake, swishing or lapnin~ ageimst the shore, sound like
that now,"klup klup.” I am not yet positive of this leke
identification since the legend 1s a long one ané I have only
¢iscussed 1t three or four times with Puck Hyan Toot,
THILCHPA=-=[Desert Send Place] wrs & stretch d ong the
river back from the ri-ht bank, bet.usen Richland and Hanford,
ond one of “he few uninhabitable piaces. It was dese-%t, a
forbodins place and one not to be crossed unless of necessity,
brcuﬁse.of the lack of watcr and food,
2==HAVI0 D QUADTANCLE
PITISH=-{marked onposite B,M, 388) Savage I[sland, was the
source of many choke cherries, ?hey were calkd "tamish", usually
matured in lat: June or eariy July, were eaten raw; and were
ground, pomes and all, dried and stored in net bags for winter
food, Here again a fragmentary le gend, dcalin: with the origin
of the choke cher-y, 1ts distribution by brcsking and sentteriﬂg
the twigs to the four winds, *he Smowhala religlon forbsde the
gathering of choke cherry wood for fuel (consider the scarcity
of wood elong the river in bhat area) , or the breaking or
demaging of the 1limbs for any use, It was one of the "Cresator
given" foods, end like the ¥other Farth was so trested and revered,
CIIANOUT--[Water ¥hirls Around] was an important village
on sprroximately the sito of the lator-day Hanford, named for

Cornelius H, Hanford of ~esttle, a federal judge who was
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preaident of the “anford Irrigation and Power Company--in 1942
a village of 125 white residédnts, in 1943 headquarterrs for
construction of the “anford “tomic Project until Richland could
be bulilt and by 1944 the 1grgest construction cemp in the
nation, population fifty-one thousand. “y Msrch, 1945, the work ers
were quartered at Richland and ‘anford became a ghost town, in
1948 a wrecking company bid ¥103,000 for the seventeen million
dolleaer deserted city.

NOOKSIAF¥-=[Otter], Gable Mountain, opposite T,13 ¥. on

the quadrangle, was a mountsin with a top "flat like koockoolots"

[drum] (no photopgreph availa le bceause ftomic Energy Comnission
has cln sified 1t as restricted, It, like other country back
from the river wes deer hunting area, but better then the
surrounding hills, It was more importantly a spirit power
quest place where boys and girls went on overnight trips to
find their guardlen helpers or "wot" called "tah" by the Yekimas,
I have never hea-d it referred to by Yakima informants as a
spirit quest place, -he Wanapumsknew of only three such places,
two being comionly used, the t"ird being considered outside of
their territory. From south to north they were:

a==The Twin Sis‘ers, landmark of exploration dsys below
Wallula at flallula Gap, on the left benk at the sharp bend in
the river, Knom by no name to my Yok imeinformants, (nor to
the “anapums ),

b=-Nooksish or Gablec Mountain,

c-="everly Yap or ®entinel Buttes, tea miles upstrecem
from P'na or ’riest Rapilds proper,

At the two latter, the boys and girls merely went

on overnight trips, thus indicating the location not far
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disﬁant of permanent a&nd extersive villarces.

Those wno had reined power previously, went there for
longer stays to galn pdditional power,lecvin: tokens of arrowleads,
' 1f they wished to be hunters; gambling bones, if they wished to
become expert gamblers, etce -

#+ some distunces there were other power qest places

used during the summer camas digczins trips or berrying journeys,
where those training to become shamens went for extended stays,
but these in fact were not in Yanapum territory. But I could learn
of no other places for those adolescent, in whose cascs the first
qiest was sade when the child wrs only five or seven years old.
LALAC==(“ee boundary description in Yakime Treaty),
wes a mruntain westerly from Nooksish or Ygble Mountein, and
not shown on guadrengles here clted,
It was the mountsin where Smowhala went on one of h's

medicine or power quests, and where “owshuxkluh [Oriole]

came to him in e dream and subsequently brceme the wooden bird
on the flazpole, used in the Washini religion. “his is the
bird that sleeps untll the midwinter Washat dance and then beglns
talking, tellinr everythins in turn to strrt srowing or get
ready to come up the river, 1like salmon, “his 1s a messgnger
bird to the Crestor, xommy Thompson, 90-¥ear-old Wyampum at
Celilo possessed such a bird, knew its origin from up the
river, ‘iashini or “mowhela religion, end was in the midst of
telling of the bird and the "seven layers of dewn, from midnight
to sunrise, when he broke down because of his old thoughts, and
could not continue a story he has promised to finish telling
me. I am interested in determining if the ¥“yemoums hed a

calendar of seamsong, '8 the “enapums, corresvonding to the

bird and his purpose, Until about & yeor ago I understood the
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%akimas hed no such calendar, and then I bogan plcking up
vague and Indefinite referonces to it. My observation is that
if they try to simulate the "anapum calendar they have & hamd
thing to do, beceuse my interpreter, the bvest wien he 1s sober,
couldn't even pronounce scme of the Wgnapum, very old names, for
the “gnapum calendar, nor isterpret~the meening, and we rcally
struzgléd--two half days , on two occasions, for six words and
six interpretations.
Lalac was one of the few places, beyond present Wanapum
memory, that the old men knew had a definite purpose,.
It was the habitat of the v lte mountain goats. *hey
are positive of that from stories the old people have told
them. "White poats with black, single spike horns," so far as
i know ncver even nentioned as existing there in historic times,
Lalac was also one of the wives of Anyghi[ Sun Man ]
in the fragmontary legends that antedate the ci8 tamary Speelyl
or Coyote legends, “un Man beccme 8o anzered at thd wife that
ho tore her up, leavirg her the present size as contrasbtdd to
the once equal size of Mount Adams, far in Yok ima territory. .
rahtoe[Mount f4dams] the ssme in both Yokima md Wanapum was
snothcr wife, Lalec has no definition and may be a contraction

of "the 1akel or some such term, since it had a small lake alop
it and@ since its pronounclation seems to vary cosiderably from
Wanapum i forment to Wanapum i:formant "telak," "lalac,"
"lelake" etc.
I havenever inspccted this mountain but understand
it is of volcenic origin (like Mount Adems) 1n wh'ch case (on
the fantestic anc strictly not professionsl viewpoint) thet

“anapum legend would indeed indicate aboriginal “snapum occupancy.

HUH SHOCK PAH was a huntins place eastwardly from the
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left bank of the Columbie, & "day's trip."

‘here were a few trees and edible roots there. A place
called

SHFE L’I AI was locatec here. Puck Hysh Toot flushed
a decr one winter, when there was a light snow on the ground.
He p rsued it for hours, {inslly running it over a smd 1 bluffl
on the banks of the Columbis and killing it with a knife. “hen
he wos a boy he had been trained as a foot recer by “mowhala,

WOWCTITCH==[Viaters Go Up)] & short distance upstream
from “anford on the ri-ht benk, w's on& of & series of almost
continuous villages or femily camps betwsen Hen‘ord smd “hite
Pluffs (indicated by later-day burial finds).

Other names ‘n this -ell-inhabited region were:

POUCHPOWOSTH==[Wh1lte Powder] a mining site where
the people procured face paint for the midwinter dance,

(Pecember 24 when sun=turns-around). rhis Is the seme kind of

powder that 1s mixed with water and used to clecan deerskins
after they have bran tanned, and 1s uscd to psaint buckskin
drum heads which are then placed ocutside in the sun and grow
taut,

TOSHOUPA=={T.ike “agebrush] three miles upstream
from Hanford. Here they procured sagebrush from the bark of
which they made rouch "blankets' in which dried fish were tled.

WAK /AT TCH=-~[Like a Seive].

POUGRHPOWPOW--[Spilled Powder] wa closed to
Wakwaltch ...lilke something white scettered around,

TOHOKFP=-[Pullinrs Tops ofl Weeds]...comekind of weeds
they used at & c rtain time of the yecar as greens, I never

could identify,



