“arr Springse. ©nakes., Cormissioner of Indlan affairs, 1867

J9V? Perit Huntington, superintendent of Indian a fairs in Oregons

«.the Warm Spring res rvation so named from some large springs
which throw wut large quantities of water impr:gnated with
sulphur and various salts at a temperature of a bout 210 degrees
c ontains about 1,024,000 acres of which only ,3000 to 4,000
ars susce tible to cultivation..:he remainder is
either rocky, barrens or heavy timoer,
The tribes located here a~: the Wascos, Des Chutec, Thgy and JOhn Day
numbering 1,126.
4 jarge number of the able bodied men abow 100 in all enlisted
in the military service of the Tpited States in the summer of 1866
and are still in service. They have beenemployec against the hostile
Snakes and have proved very eificient warriors
The I,dians made a beginning in agriculture, etc.but two years of
campa igining ih savag e warfare stimulated by plunder and blood
and the blood ofwomen and infants as well as that of men has
effectually undone all snd wore than than all, the good that had been
a ttained. ‘
.esafterwards in my absence fran the state the I _dians to the numbe
of nearly 100 were enlisted in the military s rvice under pay &as
wivates of cavalry and inaddition promised all the property they
could capture and urged tomake the war one of extermination.
4 copy of the order of Ueneral Steele is hereto
appendec and I am informec thatLieutenatnt “ill am Porrows in a
xpeech to the Indians at the time of enlistment egfjjoined thefi
upon them that they should take no prisoners regardless of age or sex
Under tese orders the couts urnder command of Lieutenants lcKay and
Vgrragh surprBd ed a camp of Snale s in a &@aﬁ@@@d ngT'rOW canon on a
small fork of Yrooked rivwer, killed all the men, seven in number and

took fourteen women and chiidren prisoners. *heir oftf'icers directed



them to carry out their orders. Theyr emonstrated, but finally,
reluctantly iQ10 killed and s68@ scalped all the women
and children, they of fering no resistance. I  hudder when I
recall the fact that this is the first instance onreco d in
which soldiers in the service and wearing the Q8 uniform of the
United “tates, have by express orders butchered in c 0ld blood
unresisting women and children. * here have been s everal other
i nstances more reccntly in which women and children hgv been killed
but I am not advised as to t he particulars, It may be said t hat these
Indians were savaged, waging relentless war upon the white race and
that this was only a retalitation in kind; but even this is 1ot true
as t eilr habit ks been to make prisoners and slaves of women and
children captured. "hese they of ten maltreated and @8 abused
ho ribly but rarely or mever killed. It willrequire a long time if
such educationis applied to our friendly Indians tomake farmers,
scholars and Christians of theme
‘hts agency BOAfl has from its first establishment besn sub ject
to the predatory attacks of the “rakes. *heir depredations _have
been continued fr o yea to y.ar and in some instances the
amount of plunder taken was very large.
In 1859 they besieged the white employes and such of the
Irdiam as did not escape in the agency buildings ; kept them there
until their water and provisions were e.xhausted when they managed to
steal out int he night upobse ved and reach the white settlements.
The “nakes killed several Indians, took some prisoners and
drove off a large amount of cattle and orse;. * hese raids have
beenrepeated every year although never so extensive as the one
descrinhed above aml the agency is in constant dread of them.
Military protection has some times been afforcued and atother times been

withheld .



Varm Springs Snakes. Bannocks. leport of,' Indian commiss ioner
L86/%:

J . . . -

_.W. Perit Huntington, superintencent of I dian affairs in

“regon, 1867,

TThe hatile Snakes or Shoshones.These are a numerous race divided
into warious sub-tribes: sor bands and extending over a very large extent
o country, but their general characteristics are the smme.

Their language differs in its dialects but its groundwork is the
same,
They are a nomadic ,eople ranging fran levmda and Utah to Ore pon
Igaho, Yashington am Hrntana, often unde: flifferent names.

“hen in Ugah they of ten find it conve nient to call themselves
Pi-Utes. In otle r par ts of Idaho they 6Py are Bannocks.
They treat with UYove norllye in Nevada or they figh = with General
Yrook in Ure on and Igaho. “hey are determinedly and persistently
hostile treating for peace someti: s but never abiding by their

arreements,

They were formerly friendly. “he early emigrants to this coast
travelled throgﬁh'their country with friendly intercourse but of
lateyears their hand is against eviry man.

They were on friendly terms with the “asco and Des Chutes

@8 or Terrino Indiarms until 1856, It was their custom

t o meet thame trives at the Tygh valley, forty miles north of Yarm
Springs reservation every sumiier arnd spend severalweeks at a festival
of horsc racing and gambling, returning each totheir own country in
the autumn. I* 1855 two of the lerrino trie with their families
returned with the ®nakes to the erritory of the latter and were
murdered for their plunder , their wives and their children being sold
to tribes further sarth as sglaves. :etal;atian of course

occurred and s irce that time the conilicts between the Yarm Springs

Indians aml the “nakes have been as frequent as th ir friendly gatherhgs

farmerly were.
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In my annual r eport of 1865 I submitted a compilation of the
depredations com itted by the ®nake Iﬁdians from 1863
to 1865. 4ccompanying this report is a paper marle d D
which 1s a similar compilatiom extending fran the close
of the la:t me to th:ada’as of this report. I believe very few errors
will & found in it. It is a fearful record of loss of life and
destruction of property,

These I“dians are now beyond there:ch of the Indian bureau and
probablywlll never come under its control. The long continued
hostility existing between them and the whites has bitterly exagperated

both and there is no likelihood that they can ever live in pe:ace.
he military operations against them under Vajor lMarshall and
Géneral Crook in thefield Major General S®eédddd Steele commanding
the district, m e been prosecuted for the la tyear with grest vigor
amd with much more effici nt force than heretofore and the ir numbers
much seduced. They ha been so harassed for a year past that
they can hare laid upvery little supply of food and doubtless
many of them will perish the ensuing winier from starvation.,
I said & t hem in 1866;
What disposition can ul.timately bemade of them I do not
undertake to s aye Now nothing is to be done but fight and exterminate
them. Yet I am painfully conscious tha exterminatiion will cost the
lives of ten whites for every Iﬂdian and besides cost
milliions of money. 7o attempt totreat with them now is simple folly;
th'ey can ot be even brought to a council much less to a treaty. *heir
ultimate disposition is a matter that must be lei't totime to
determine.
And what I said then is rore true now. It Is utterly impossible
to trea with themand it is fearfully expensive s 8 aying nothing of

the loss of life, to fight them. i_he government would probaoly have

saved many dollars if it could have fif een year ago taken every Snake



Indian to a firsteclass hotel and boarded them far 1ife,.

The Woll-pah-pe tribe of Shakes with whom I mede atreaty in 1865
remainged for a few months upon the Klamath reservation and then
rejoined the hostile tribes. LIt is reported, on rather doubtful
authority, that Pau-li-ne, the most celebrated war chief

of the “nakes was killed in one of the confliits of la t year,

If this is true,they have lost t eir most oefficient leader,



Warm Springs
feport oif Irdian commissioner, 1871l. Felix R. Brunot.

«.#t Portland I met Hon. A.B. Meacham, superintement of Indian
affairs and learrsd fran him that tO88 the Umatilla council has been
postponed until the 7th day of Aygust. Deciding to occupy the interval
in visit ing the Nez Perces, the “arm Spring and the Yakima reserva tions,
I set out forthe f ormer. Owing to the sinking of the steamer on “nake
River amd the consequent delay I was obliged to abandon the proposed
visit to tl® lez Perces; and re tuming to the Dalles of the Columbia
went to tke “arm Spring reservation, seventy-five miles south of that

p ace in ®astern Oregon where Iarrived on Saturday, July 22,

igrm ®pringse reservation is about forty miles sguare and is a
miserable ¢ auntry as can be found in Oregon. Mountainous;, rocky or
sandy. It is covercd with sage brush and much « it produces no
grass. T'ne tillable portim occupied by the Indians cmsists of 500
acres stretched along two small streams which unite where the agency
buildings have enerected far a length of fow or five miles on
each. ‘he roals a e bad,but.little mr than pony trails in same
places and lmrdly passagble for wagoms. :'he crops seem to fail from

drought or toe destroyed by grasshoppers three years out of flive.

l party € U.S. surveyors in running lines on the reservation have

called attention to another spo called the "Sinnemarsh" about 15
miles from thse agency which is supposed to be fit for cultivation.
It is perhaps l@ge enough to make smallfarms for about fifty families,

I yisited amd examind this land ard nave some doubt as to its
avallablity except far grazing. I+t qappears tobe 1,00 O or 1,500
feet higher than tl®land novcultivated aml is mobacly subljeeted
to deep snows and lat amd early frosts; nevertheless the experiment

should be tried. The frequent failure of crops 60 has c ompelled

the Indians to resort to all tleir o0ld methods of sub=
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s08d4@d@I sistence by fis hing, hunting and gathering roots anmi berries
and greatly retards their advancement in civilization. ‘heir chierf fishery
is at the Yalles of the Columbia, seventy~-five miles distant where
they are subjected to many demoralizing influences from the whites
ek am 1ive for severalmonths in the ir mat houses in the utmost filth and
seeming degreg@gation.,
the r eservation was e stablished by the treaty of June 25, 1865 when tle
tribes , partie tothe treaty,were confederated. “cording to the
cénsus reported in 1870 they numbered as follows:
Wescos 117 males, 127 females,.
Leninos 45 males, 50 females,
Warm ®pp ing 112 males, 117 females,
Yeschutes 28 males, 29 females
Other tribes 16 males, 14 famales. ‘otal 654.

A census taken in 1862 sh@@ stated the number tob e 1,066, ‘he
differencs is partly attributable to absenteeism. # considerable number
who belong to the trcaty have never been settled upon t he reservation
and others who hae been oni thave been ircuced to leave by evil advice
from white men. ‘here ar about sixty Indian houses built with lumber and
lebor furnished by themselves, the employes superintending t heir
erectime.

«..8 much smaller of wh te men would find it difticult to sustain
themselves by cultiw ting the soil of the Warm s‘pring reservation and
¢ ertainly theI,dlans rever can susbist themselves without resorting to
» £ishing, hunting and gatlering roots and beeies...
+..The bondarges of the reservation about which there is much controveryy
should be defined.®#s the Ipndians will beunable to sussist themselves
w ithait it their r ight tofish & the DValles should be restored to

them. It is guaranteed to tiem in the treaty but they were induced

to relinquish » by af ormer superintendent for t he sun of %2,500,
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Ihe only access tc the fishery is over a pieceof ground or rock now
claimed by a white man who charged $60 for the right of passage for the
present season. “his should be purchas d. Other details will proba 1y
e suggested by the agent in his annual report,



Customs
Commissioner of Indian affairs, 1877
Warm S.rings Agency, Oregon, Septebber 1, 1877,
“eligious interestse..
There has been a decided progressin the field of Christian labor
here., luring tk winter an Interesting revival took place in whid over

e

one hundi'ed professed comversion. 's we have had no minister here

to hold comrunion services, none o them have been received into church
fellowship. Uur society has made provision forthe supvort of a

minister and his wife, who are to labor here as missionaries and we hope
to have them here in a short time.

‘he Sabbath services so iar have b eenmainly conducted by myself
requiring twonativasi to interpret into the two languages spoken by
the se Indianse. :'he atterdance 1 s always good, sometimes crowding our
building to its utmost capacity.

secOStume ..

There is a constant fall ng off in theway of game and peltries and
the Indians are more and more being compelled to resort to civilized
modes of procuring subsistence and to secure the means to
purchase ®pplies of food, clothing etc. *he traditional irdian
with his war paint andfeathers is fa t becoming a thing of the
past, amd 1t is quite rare to see one dressed in primitive
Indian style. In allt heir modes of 1ife there is a slow but radical

change being brought aboutecess s

John Smith, U.S. I.dian agent.



