STATEMENT ON PROJECT CHARIOT

Executive Subcormittee, National Ccmmittee on Indian Health
Association on Americen Indian Affairs

The Executive Subcommittee of the National Ccmmittee on Indien Health, of
he Association on American Indian Affairs has hed under study for some time the
availeble data on Project Chariot, the proposed nuclear excavation et Cape Thomp-
son, Alaska. The project is for the experimental nuclear blasting of a harbor as

part of the Plowshare progrem for peaceful uses of atomic energy. The site was

chosen presumably because this region of Alzska is remote from large populetion

centers and sparsely inhabited. Thére are, however, three Eskimo villages in

the vieinity of the proposed expleosion. The harbor is not needed and would be
allowed to silt in after it has been excavated. A total of about 700 Eskimos live
in the three villages. It has been estimated by the Atcmic Energy Commission that
20 million cubic yards of dirt will be moved but that the radiocactive debriswillbe
so concentrated within the immediate vicinity thet the fall-out on the Eskimo
villagers will not be dangerous, at least insofar as cxternal radiation from

this scurce is concerned. The Eskimos depend for their subsistence largely on
hunting over a wide range, including the area of some square miles which will be
made uninhabitable for men and animals over a period of at leest scme months.
Contamination of foocd and water sources over a much wider arce is conceded to be
probable. Because the problem is complicated the Subccmmittee has until now with-
held judgment in recognition particularly of assurances given by spokesman for
the A.E.C. to representatives of this Association and to the Eskimos themselves
that nothing which might be dangerocus to the health and welfare of these inhabi-
tants of the area would be undertaken. These assurances are predicated on the
reliability of scientific predictions of what may result from underground atomic
explosicns of a size which never have been undertaken heretofore.

The size of the proposed Project Chariot vlast, as planned, will be of one
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charge of 200 kilotons (equivalent to 200,000 tons of TNT) plus four charges of

20 kilotons (or a total power fourteen times the Hiroshima bemb). The predict-

ability of the effects may be doubted, especially in the light of the recent un-
expeected results of the much smaller detonation (of only 5 kilotons) which went
amiss secveral days ego in a salt cavern in New Mexico. The consequences of error
in the tremendously larger Cherict explosions could be correspondingly much more
serious.

Whereas the Association on American Indian Affairs and its Health Committee
are in no manner opposed to the Plowshare progrem in general, they have been
deeply concerned about the possible hezards to the Eskimo population, both phy-
sical and psychological, which might result if the Project Chariot explosions are
carried out as planned. The Assceiation, through its exccutive committee, already
has issued a resolution calling cn the Department of the Interior to revoke the
license of the Atomic Energy Commission to use the land for this purpcse, on the
ground that the land is subjeet to rative claims. The Executive Subecmmittee of the
National Committee on Indian Health endorses the Acsociation's opposition to Pro-
Ject Chariot and recommends that the Ateonmic Energy Commission abandon this project,
or chift the proposed experiment to scme uninhabited and non-procductive regioa in

which the health and welfare of nearby populaticn grcoups could not be jeopardized.




