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Rep. Catherine May, 14th Distriot, ¥
eb, 18,1958

O1lympls, Yaghington . '

Dear Billte:

With the introducticn by Zen, CGanders of a bili regulating
salmon fishing at Prosser Yam, relating t- the Tresty Yekims Hation,
it oocurred to e thet possibly here wa g solution tc the humane problem

i

of the None-"reonty Wanepum Indlans, & snd I reynent band,

I am suggesting thls and relyinz ccmplotely and fully upon your judameht
and that of the bill's sponsor, since I do not wish to interfer or
sut in jeoposrdy in any way, eny wishes or Tre ty gights of the Yakimas
in these deye of complexities, lmpending termiia tion of government controle
over the Tresty indizna, etca

You will rocal) thet the Yenepums, who do not fish at Prosser, held

traditional fishing rithta at %anewish. com-only known as the Hern Dem
in ﬁenton county, some 10 miles below, Subsequently when these ights were
challenged an’ they wcre prohibited from fishing there, the lete L,v,
“Hekborter introduced legislation end petitioms and secured legisiation
pérmi'ing them to take fish for consumption of theaselves end for their
re igiocus feasts, slone, “his bill uas lster killed (1949) and last year
thie Ytate Department of fiaheriee enforcement division prevented the
fow remaining 9“anapums from taking fish there,., The e t' ey needed for their
roiigious prrpose , even for their hﬂalth:a sake as since proven. One of
the beys haeo become e tuberculsr pstient end is now confined in Yelah
Hoapitel.

Now the e peonle are entitled according to the Yakizas Lo enroll as

Igyimas, but some of them do not choose to do that, I presume for relipicus
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vreasond, “ome have enrolled. Some Yakimas are of part Wanspum and other

bloocd., T have preferred not to advisc these people,one way or the cother,

The Pirector of the State Department of i"isheries, through his Yepartment
has indicated that enforcement pertaining to these people should be
the same, [ comfur in that, in view of the frot that thelr legisletion wes
Killed. '

Tuat 18 why it ocourred to me thet possibly ,through brief and simple
amendment, the “anapums could be permitted to fish at vanawish iIn the saome
menner--the ssme days and other limitations--the Yekimas ere permitted to
fish et Prosser Pam, If that is the intent of “en, Canders bill,

I have chosen not to make an issue of thie matter, knowing of the
ramifications of problems like this, athough I know that ¥y rgil Mc¥horter
is anxious thet his father'sprotective bill be im-ins'atod.“

“ould it be amlss to see what Ben. ¥ anders thought of thise-including
the Wanmpums as & psragrnoph amendment on his billeeie: the same rights
ghall be extended to the nonetrecty remnant Indiens kiown as the “anspum
or Priest Rapids bend,"

There are ve 14 reasons uhy.

l-In the carrylng out of eventual terminatlon of govemment controls,
would not the xakma, now "treaty“ Indiens, rovert to practicelly the
same Btetus,

2-There are fow of th- ¥enapums left, the Henford Project has deprived
them of one of thelr major fisherieson the Columbis, Mite Brurse ; the
impending Priest “apids Pam would eliminate another,

3-The Wanapums were non- combattents during the Indlan “are, costing
the government nothing to control them, They have been most cooperative
during preliminary engineering work for Priest Rapids Dem, "fhe'y gre the
last of a historic rate and ere doomed to extirc tion.

4-Trhe ones entitled to £lsh there mom (Wanawish) could be enumersted

essily: Jom y Bugk or Puock Hyah 1'0°t, Prank Buck. Rox Buck, Bobby

Tomaliwash and poasibly thrse others. This would depend upon shether they
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enrolled as Yekimas or not. “ith the deaths of the men, their“right@ﬁ
would be automatically extinguished.
I do rot feel that they should be compelled to enroll as Yek imas,
if they do not wish to,'eapacially when the government's policy I8 to
tarminate control énd such, not increasse it. _

fhs take of theso people, nsc ssarﬁ for winter subsistence and
more especially forthelr rel igious uses, since salmon wmuat be teéien from
their home lsnd to be uscd as Mess is wed by the “atholics end Holy
“omsunion by the Protestents, would not excecd 40 to 80 fish a yesr.

This wourld help eliminate & welfare problem at a certsin time of the year.
They con1d be demmdedupon not to sell or otherwise dispose of selmon
from thet fishery, and fo ablide strictly by resulations without necessity

of survillence.

You know that large groupa_in ok ima ccunt&, Kittitas County, “enten
“aunty and elsewhere in our reglon have always felt atiowgly conc erning
thoe few Yanapoms, their free enterprise way of life.

I am enclosing a -arbon copy of this for the observation of other
logislators from this reglon, if you think !t wise, smmd if it is possible
to include humaﬁe relief in this menner, it sould be a-precisted by
@ large group. Of that I am more than com fident}) But again, plecse remember
there may be quirks thet I em not yet famliiler with, hence my faith in
your judzzent and that of the bill's sponsor,

#nd I do not see that 1f the State Degartmant of “isheries i1 agreesble
to other lezislation, that the Department would op osBe & humane aotion
althouch only a handful of people are invol ed.

I know you %11l recsll too that the Organic Aet provided just such
protection, romemdbering thst while titls to other Indim Jend wnas
extingui-hed, the government, in reslity has never extinguishod the
title to the lemd occupied by these people. *hat is my fimm belief.

And 1t 18 becaunse they are so few and have no one to represent them, that

I atvempt in a humble way to asosiast, Most Sincerely





