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These sources of information lead to the pi enaer%‘ﬁ'int orical imperte
ance of the new State Park, i e; REzra Meeker in Tratedy of °hier
i >3 :. - .Luohi .

Mr. Jeeker who had preceded Wis father by ote Jear aaroas the p}.ain
for Puget Sound, learned while 4t Fort Stnilacoam that hls raeher a&
md pthprl in the wagon train were in distrus at yort \Va.lluls. ao '
in Augu:@ 1854 *zra Meeker oh Worse back and af oot Lst.arted east thm s
Naehel pass . thie was one year after the James Longmire train (wit:}\
Dav;d Longmire) crogesed the Naghes pass going west{md mo ono
year after the Qitiszen's ‘Committee from Miget Sound worked several
weeks with axe, saws, amd shovels to make the road s J.ittle more

pusabl,o. . Wi

MYT. ueckcx had ridden Oaat., crozsed Mches l’au and«wma@hed the Yaki=
ima v&llcy. ﬁhen nob inhabited except by msaionar:.aa ameng the
Indiang. Here ur. ieeker met a train of wagen mxgrs.ntn bound for._
Puget Sound.. ... 4ne. dmmigrantd were oamped on the present aite of
the Yakina Spostsmen State rarm.-
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Topoeraphy of the Valley would Lead one to suppose this was the .
Yakima vroasingnzra lieeker refera to. 1% nag in vd.:l. reot‘ dine frpﬁ.. :

" the loxee Pses that llertimore. Thorp uud gc,!gs years J,ater to get
into the MoXee Valley, and, the ﬂache,a mVaLLzy and haches Pasg bew
yond . 'l'here are two ether na’cural Oond,itign: tha:t sead pne to the
circumstantial conclusgion that the State Pgrk lite was: a‘ natural

camping grounds and the river crossing.

There was then ‘and is today a large island of some forty aoru in
the middle of the river which wou,\.d.make‘ ‘t'or ghallow water cruuim‘
otherwise the whole flow of the stream would have.to be breastéd
either above or below the island. fhe second deduction that

APX wou Ld lead‘ ixm'nigranta to crosse ai thig place would be the lone
pine tree that Spiawn and Mcm'xo*tar both refer toj and a living
farmer now less than sixty years old saw growing there. it oun.d...ba,

seen for miles end would stand cut from the lighter green folivage

of the willows and ¢ottonwood near by.

Quoting Fzra lieeker in Tragedy of chief 1eshi says on Pege 110w-==
n §e had met in the hither bank of the Takima rivu', where the old
trail orosses that river near where the flourishing city of N,
Yakima now is " ‘

There are other pilausible reagons leading on to conclude that this
location was lnown as the ‘akima Urossing, 1 e.:.

A. J. Spalwn = Page 239
Kapdakin 2nd edition.

"Weipsh the salmon man ot the tribe, with a few other Indians, had
2 teuporary encampment of the east bank of the river near the lone g

Pine, a short distance above the present lioxee bridge. ‘
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washington Historical Qquarterly, page 96; Vol. Vi1~ Mo, 2, April | ‘
i7th, 'V'hlief‘salull;:in's narrative , by MoWhorter----- | i ;
"It was , I think.- 'exlxe' or two years after this, our people were '
omping a.bove the (now) Moxee bridge (about tvo muos east of Horth

' Yakima) for a long time a bis TOPIS »(p_inve;) trge._ptood t‘nere. "

"ona day an n.l.d mm Ya-num-hzm. ome to see me and said: Two :King

George men Hoaat 1 ik Makiwes them,® |
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The lone pine tree thatw the pioneers amd Indians to its
sheltered bows hras gone, ItThe State Park has taken 1ta plaoe and
bothm all to rest on the green cvarbh under the atate).y cotton
woods besides its atin. Waters and babb.l.ing breok. or to touow in V
the traoet of the old Pionoer road that travones the Fark, likely
some day destined to become a bridle path.
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