E@ucation

Hilensburg Academy, Ellensburg, W.T. Opened September
10th, 1884, Unsurpassed in location, healthful;
instruction thorough; expenses moderate; influence Cphristiane
The training school or intermediate department,half rates. For
particulars apply to Rev, Jas. 4. ILaurie, principal, 086 Ejlensburg,

Washington Territory..Yakima Signal, N _ve 8, 1884.



Schools=-Hig tory

“ranging modes of the times are in no way better illustrated
than by a cogparison of the public schools and school
facilities of 35 years ago with those of todaye

School teachers of the present day might we ll throw up their
hands in horrow were they obliged to face such comditions as
Mrs. Hilda Meystre, one of the territorial.county achool
superinte rdents, experienced during her term of d fice from
1888 to 1890.

fa re calling her.pioneer experiences in the teaching prbf-
fession- which are of special interest at this time when
the ca nky is observing Nati onal Education week thethings which
stand ocut most clearly in Mps, Meystre's mind are the events
leading up to her election as superintendent of Yakima countys

Mrs. Meystre arrived in Yakima July 10, 1886 with a first
grade teaching certif iagte fram Minnesote. Her first school was
in the “htanum amd was given to her on th strength of ‘her .
Minnesota certificate by Yrof. W.F. Jones, then county
superintendent who told s r she waild not need to take the Yakima
examinations for a licefises Later he informed her that she must
appear before the e xamining ba rd.in this examination an
80A0ierndd erithmetic problem which she had Wworked correctly
but not according to the examiner:s method wasmarked wrong.

She as given only a second grede certificate. This was
something 6f a blow as s8he wilshed to sscure & territoriesl:
certificate amd to be eligible to - take the examination she must
have a first rgrade county license.

Shartlyafter t his Mrs, Meystre met the Littitas couhty =4
super int endant who advisedher to go to “ilensbwrg and take

the county exyminations under her, She did tnis and won first grade



cerficiate, Than she went to Olympla and secured a territorial
certificate fram J.H. Morgen, then territorial superintendent, now
Ejlensburg teachere.

This had all taken place dwing the summer..During all this
time she Bd beenworking with the idea of entering the race for
¢ mty superintendent. The election was held in fall of 1888
and Mps . Meystre,then Miss Hilda Engdahl, won on the Pemocratic
ticket over two competitors. Hermajority was five vqtes.

It was during the next two years &s county superintendent that her
real experiences came. Many of the incidents that were re &l hardships
in those days bring smiles as she recalls them now. Yakima county
then was much larger than now, including most of Benton county.
There were 28 school districts, as canpared with aout 60 now.

It was the duty of the superin éndent to visit tif8@ these schools
regularlye

For the mat part she made her trips on a little black pony and
frequently they were so lnng that she had to change horses ha 1f
WaY e She remembers ore trip to Prposser which was made at
night tothe music of coyotes, Her nardest trip was to a school in
a disgrict called the "Glades" near the Klickitat county
1line maede in the wirer when the grond was covered with ice .

She traveled 81l the way in the fear that her pony might slip and fall
at any time. Even the trips she tock on tis railroad, newly bullt,
were not,without danger. 'hile going t o Kennewick on one of her
visits the car shead of the one she was riding in was derailed.

For her se vices &s county superinterdent she received the
munificient salary of %100 per year. She also t aught her home
school for which she recelved $25 per month In the early days
the county superintendent always fond 1t necegsary to é&each
an the side in order to exist. The usual school term was 3

months, although a few ran an extra month.



3= School History

Even though :ashington was in the territorial stage in tio se
days Mrs . Meystre fand the co ntry schools much bc tter than in
Minnesota ‘where she had ten teaching. Often in Minnesota
reading was about the only subject taught but in
Washington she found capable t eqchers and instructions in all the
common branches,

School houses were crude and the equipment was adl@Bbddd nil but
the students were tiré0 there for business anmd no time was wasted.
*he floor of her “htanum school was covered with burlap and
three rough boards served ax a blackboard. Bl@0 Benches were
home maie and built for service rather than comfort.

It frequent ly got so hot s tudents had to pour water on the
flo0r and some time shad to go outside,

4fter her term as superintendent ended in 1890 Mps, Meystre
quite teaching until 1920 when she filled in for a term &t
the valley school. She some times thinks shew ould like to enter
the gare again but decides to devote her time to her famous
dahlias~-The Yakima Republic, Nov. 16,1925,



School lands

Washington, NMillions of acres belonging [0 western stal.es
being lands granted to the states by the federal government
for school purposes are today tied up in forest res rves where the vy
are unavailable, unsalgble and virgually useless so far as
the states are concerned.

Litle to many of these school sections in forest
reserves has never passed to the states though the equity
exlsts and until the reserves are surveydéd there is no way under
existing law whereby the states can reap any prOf@btO. ® nefit
fron their extensive property rights within forest reserves,

Congress granted to the various public states sections 16 and
36 1n every township, with the understanding that the states
would dispose of the se lands and apply the money so raised to
establishment arnd maintenance of public schools and other
educational institutions.... oo

the list is nd complete but embraces only a
few of thestates of the Ilorthwest, Oregon, 16,221,368 a res
in reserve, 900,000 school lands in the reserve,

Washington 12,065,500 acres in forest reserve, 700,000
in school reserve; Igaho 20,099,020 and 1,000,000; lontana
20,589,696 and 1,000,000; “yoming 8,998,723 and 450,00\.

...“ep. Hamer of Idaho, the first nan to takehold of the
subject, hntroduced a bill last session (speciali ession spring)
and his bill with all others will be considered by the committ e,
“eprecentative Humphrey of Washington ha a bill ap,licable to “ash-
ington «

\

On February 5 betw-en the hours of 10 in the forenoon and 4 in te

C

af ternoon at the court house Younty Suditor Yilbur “roeker



will sell s veral tracts of school lands in fakima county

Under theterms of the sale one tenth of the purchase price
must be paid on the day of the sale and me tenth annually
thereafter on the first day of March in each year witha ccrued
interest at 6 per cent, provided however that-any purchaser
may make full payment at any time and secured a deed.

On the same date school lands in all the counties of the
state will te sold, Tracts listed in Yakima, “enton, Kittitas
and Klickitat counties.

Typical: A plication No.6615, NE 1-4 of HW 1l-=4 and
lot 1 of s ction 18, township 15 orth range 16 east WM containing
75 acres appraised at $10 per acre or ¥753.30 subject to an
eastment for a right of way for state road 60 feet in width
over and across lot 1 as surveyed and platted and improvement s

approximating ¥8ee*he Ygkine llepublic, January 21, 1910,



Ioxee

A new school district to be classdfiied as No, 56 has been
organized wunder the new ditch on the Moxee. Bonds will De
voted to build a five -rocom school house.

County."‘uperintendent Dickey says the large influx of new
residents into that section has rendered the formation of

the new district imperative as the number of children will

make a big school=-The Yakim Yemocrat, ept. 28, 1901,

The Yemocrat scribe on luesday accepted the invitation
of Scnator lesh and took a drive with that gentleman on his daily
tour of inspection over the lpxes cmnpany's big ranche.

The rirst step was made at the new hop house located on the
company's land recently built by the Seat tle “rewing &

lere Senator Hembich of that corporation was

Malting coe o *
found in the person busily superintendihg the deBydvad drying
of hops on the Pohemian plan.,
That gentleman feels sanguine that he is producing a
finished product that will compare favarably with the celebrated
uohemian hope Lhe Brewing Co. grow hops but have made a contract
with the Moxee co. to supyly them with she amount they
desire to cure, a contract hav ing been made for a period of five
years,

The Voxee company have this ye.r grown 110 acres of hops and
the ield for this year is estimated at but 1litile less than 100
®awesd tons, the yield being =bout 20 per cent le:ss than last
Vear.,

The Moxee corparation is by long odds the largest producer

of alfalfa hay in the valley, about 800 acres of this great feeding

érop being grown on the big ranch. # conservative 68 tima te

of this year's crop oeing 4,000 tons



The Moxee ranch will thisyear make a good showing in the
production of fruit. # trip through the orchad where toothsome
apples and pears on every hand were taxing to the!tmost the capaciyy
trees convinced the scribe of t.his., Particularly fine samples of
“olf River, King, fJaldwin and other apples were secured..Sept. 28,

1901,



MoXxee="chools

The new French colonists in the Mgxee want & school house near
them that the ir children may be ins tructed in the language of
the Englishe

County Superintendent Dickey has been petitiomed to establish
a district in the lMoxce in which they reside. ! here are about 30
children of legal school age in that locality which will be
meterially increased when a new lot of imnigrants arrive from the

east within the next few da ys--Yakima Herald, Nov. 12, 1901,



Sunnyside

At the regular annual school election held f or the Sunnyside
district March 5, the que stion of bonding the district for
erection of a high s chool building will be settled by the verdict
of the voters,

Plans for the erection of a fine two-story pressed brick structure
to cost betwsen $350,000 and w35,000 have already been
considered by the present board and the details will be laid
before the voters.

‘he new building will be located on the puklic school

lot on Mayhew street back of the site of the present public

school building...Yakima _ep bic MOréacd <eb. 26, 1910.

“unnyside voted for the new school building at the election

Saturday, Yakima “epublic, “arch 11, 1910,

=52



Sunnyside

“unnyside, “ug. 16, 1909=Punnyside is to erect a modern brick
high school bullding, the other high school building being full
to overflowing.

A $30,000 bond issue will cover all warranted indebtedness
for the Improvement.

The r» w cement=block city hall is being pushed along as
rapidly as possible, so also is the electric plant which
will bs entirely of cement,



Sunnyside-Schools

The Sunnyside high school building is now completed.

It is a two-story frame structure, 55 x 72 feet with an east wing
18 x 45 and a west wing 18 x 55,

There is a double entrance at the front and back. # large
corridor extends the whole length of the building. Opthe first
floor are fouwr school ro ms, 28 x 3% feet with two entrances to each.

Each room in the bullding is lighted from ce side only, has its
owm cloak room and twosets of ventilators. #11 the r ooms are connected
with electric call bells,
“he building was planned by “orge W. Balladdof ‘acoma, the
contractor , G. Hibager of Sunnyside.the school
board, Lee 4, Johnson, J.3, G arge and F.B, NOble, Modern and up to
date furniture has been ordered by Eev. A.H. Lyons.

‘he o0ld school building conta ined five rooms and until two ye rs
ago was ample for the schools <The last census enrolled 500
pupils in this district with 60 pupils for the high
school or assembly room, we have 440 left for the eleven rooms
or 46 each .

Two typewriters have been ordered for the business department,
“_ drillec well, 150 feet deep will furish the pupils with pure
soft water. The schools will open September 12 with Miss L.K.

Brown superingendent--"unnyside bun, fugust 25, 1904,



Wapato

C.K, Bidwell, who is now acting as night clerk at the Hotel
Washington has been elected principal of schools at Wapa o and
will have charge of all the school work inthat town during the
® xt year.

:he W principal was engaged as school teacher at Blackrock
during the la' t year and made a record which indicates
that his promotion is one o which he is worthy.

%he Wapato schools have a term of nine months and there is a
salary of $100 a month in the position to which t he Il rth Yakima
man has been elected-The Yakima ‘lerald,July 1, 1910Q0 1908,



Wapato

w5pato, April 24-- An $85,000 union high school will be
erected in Wapato by the Harrah, Parker, East Pqrker, Parker
Heights and Wapato school districts if a movement in this
district, which is to be launched her at a meeting of the directors
of the three districts on May %, is approved.

The matter has been considered at two preliminary meetings

this week. | survey disclosed a 2 per cent tax levy would
raise the money.

Under present plans the @istricts use the Wapato high
school, paying tuition per pupil.--Yakima Republic, ADril 24,
1925,



Via pato

fhe new high school buil.!ding was opened guspiciously
at Yapato this morning. Therewas a large attendance of patrons,
the memie rs of the s chool board, County Superintendent
5.8, Bush and others.,

Ther1ew high school building I s eight rooums and is modern
in every resp cte.

The formal opening of the new high school tuilding at
Crandview will be held on Yriday evening this week.

Yakima wep“blic, Karch 18, 1910,



The & chers' insfitute is now in session. The attendance has

eeen large. R.B, Bryan of Olympnia, state superintendent of nublile

Instruction and ex state Superintendent J.BH. Morgan, principal

of the schools of Chehalis, are present and taking an

active rart, § —2 $eg8




	DOC020
	DOC021
	TRA-052-12-001



