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edition shortd

Many tales are told of the "devil may care" spirit that animated
Visalia during the mining dayse Ganbling, drinking, fighting and
frolicking were the @ccupations of many of the miners, especially
as happened in the fal of 1856 and 1857, when their pockets were
full of dust and they were off for San Francisco to spénd the
winter --and their cashe

visalia often offered such mrkemiz attractions that they
go no furtheme At one time about 25 of these miners
practically took memEsSX possession of the towne Wide open and
in full blast, the attractions were kept going, night and daye

T@is crowd had emong them a tall and lanky Missourian named
Ben g;iggs who could play the fiddle and, that his talents might
be exercised in a manner calculate: to attract the most attention
they purchased a jackass for him to ride and were accustomed
to march sround the town, halting in front of the different
saloons, treating all by=standers while the fiddler plgy ed

lustilye The musicien was paid $60 a month by the minerse

#



edition short
Many tales are told of the "devil may cere" spirit that animated
Visalia during the mining dty;. Ga bling, Grinﬂmq, fighting and
frolicking were the #eccupations of many of the miners, espeoially
as happened in the fdl of 1856 and 1857, when their pockets were
full of dust end they were off for San Francisco to spend the
winter =-and thelr cashe
Visalia often offered such mtkeméx attractions that they
go no furtheds, At one time &‘E;outr 25 of these miners
practically took memsx possession of the town, Wide open and
in full blast, the attractions were kept going, night and daye
This crowd had emong them a tall and lanky Missourlan named
e 8 who could play the fiddle and, that his talents might

be exercised in a manner calculate to attract the most attention
they purchased a Jackass for him to ride and were accustomed
to march around the town, halting in front of the different
saloons, treating all byw~standers while the ﬂddl&_r pley ed
lustilye The musicien was pald $60 a month by the miners. _
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Meny teles are told of the "devil may came” spirit that animated

frolicking were the decupations of many of the miners, especlally

as heppensd in the fal of 1856 and 1857, when their pockets were

go no furtho®s At ame time sbout 25 of these miners

practloglly teck memsm possession of the towne ¥idé open and
. infull blast, the attrections were kept soing, nicht amd daye

mumm play the £iddle and, that his talonts might

fhey purchased a jaclmss for hin to ride ani were accustomed

/%o mereh around the town, halting in front of the diffe-ent
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edition shert ,
davy talos are told of the “dovil may cere” spirit that enimeted
as happemoc -in the £al of 1056 and 1857, when thoir peckebs were
go mo furthods At one time about 25 of these mimers
practicelly tock pemsx possession of the towme Uide oben end
to marel around the town, halting in front of the diffe-ent
| ’
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edition short

Tulare countyls first cemetery was started in Visalia in
185 7, mear where the City 1library now stends, The first occupant
was a Butchman who was drowned in Mill creek snd whose only
_known name was Pete. On the rough' Pine box containing the remains
was duly inseribed YPete in the Box," the ssme inseription being
plased on the head board,

Among others whose bodies were lsidm to rest here and latoer
removed to the new cemetery were Jack Lorenz, lMrs. Thomes Baker,
Nrs. Nathan Baker and a men called Salty,

#



edition short

There was for years p cloud uron the titles to lots in ‘isalia

and ot one time serlious trouble wad feared, It appe ars that dft@r .
*Nat Vise gave up his préemption in fa or of the on=coming city, nothing
was done to comply with legal forms necessary to per fect a title,

On August9, 1857, the board of Supervisors passed an order
asking congress to grant the board the right to preempt the tovm site
of Vis alia, and the clerk was ordered to file'in the langd office, then
situated in San.Francisco, the necessary application,

The application was not received, the langd offiqe claiming
there was no evidence that the supervisors were the agents of Tulare
county, The matter was dropped until 1867, The Visalia Tand
District had been formed and oné George Garish ap ointed recéiver.
Discovering the lack of title on the towm site, he made application%
for the lands, his aroused the people and. steps were taken to

. berfect the title to the county for the lands, The issue had to be
talzen Dbefore the ;and commissioner at Washinston butJit final“y
was adjusted to the satisfaction of the people, . :

2
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edlition short _

There was for years g eloud uponr the titles to lots in Visalia
and at one time serious trouble wad feared, It appears that after
Nat Vise gave up his preemption in fa or of the on-coming eity, nothing
was done to eomply rith legal forms neeessary to per fect a title,

On A, gust9, 185?,‘ the board of supervisors passed an order
asking congress to grant the board the right to preempt the tom site

of Vi alia, and the clork was ordered to file in the ,land offia__o,_ then
situated in San F-ra.nei.m;-, the nmsury application,

The nppl:.cntim was neot recelved, the land office elaiming
there was no evidence that the  Supervisors were the agents of Tulare
cﬁunt’y. The matter was dropped until 1867, The Visalia Land 2
Diatritt bad been formed and one George Garish aprointed receiver,
Diseovering the lack of title on the tom site, he made applicationy
for the lands, This aroused the p_.‘éple ‘and steps were taken to
perfeet the title %o the county for the lands, The 1ssue had to be
taken before the land cormlssioner at la.lhj,ngt_?n but it finally
was adjusted to the satisfsction of the people,
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edition short

Visalia wasn't always the city‘beautiful kamzetkizeng of which
¢ itizens todoy are so proud. In the spring of 1860 kextks
Rextxz a correspondent wrote as follows to the Deltas

"This region, including the town, is little more than a
labyrifith of crooked creeks, ditches, fences, brush, weeds, etc,
A quarter of a mile out of town is the wildefness.to all intents and
pUrposes,

"Streets are straight and mareas square as far as they go
but they don't go and it takes a mZghﬁémzi very uncomon owl to
get tofhi's reguldr roost ip the burg after dark, -~ Vonder what the
'Beau Brummel! of the Haribosa Gazette, who was here about two
weeksx ago, thinks of it, inquiring the wdy to Visalia about
a hundred yards from the Court street bridges"

gt
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edition short

Visalia wasn't always the olty beaut ful thazztiizens of which
e itigens today are so proud, In the spring of 1860 kaxths
Rakéxz = mr‘er'lputthnt wrote as follm'to the Deltes

"This region, ineluding the town, is little more then a
labyristh of crooked creeks, ditches, fences, brush, weeds, eto,
A quarter of a mile out of town is the wilderness to ell intents and
purpeses, '

" "gtreets are straight and um square as far as they go .
but they don't go and 1t takes a mizghizami very unecommen owl to
get to his regular roost in the burg efter dark, Wonder what _tho
'Beau Bml' of the hrlpnn Gazette, who was here about two
woeksx ago, thinks of 1t, inquiring the way to Visalis about
& hundred yards from the Court street bridges"
#



edition short
An ousted official in he early days in Visalia was not at all
inclined to take his beating without rotest, an old file of the

>

Times reveals,
was -
Dr., Vebbx mha mex ousted from his »900 a year position as
county physician and manager of the county hospital in X823y 2z 1871
and was replaced by a mon to whom Fhe Supervisors voted an annual
salary of 52000, .
The following card appeared in the Times of Hovember 11, 1871;
"Rev, James A. Vebb to the verjured supervisors of Tulare countys:
"Perjured villains, rebel deviis and fools:
"ile unscrupulous and perjured rebel devils hold Euxy political
sway in our dementéd rebel county no honest man or christian
can expect any favors from.tﬁeir nefarious hands,
"I would be glad to keep the covnﬁy haqpital for ({500 a year,
but because I am a union mn& , and not a perjured rebel devil, you will
rob me of my only means of support and give my hospital to
rebel traitors of your own kind for four times the price for which
I offer to keep it
"Therefore, I, the only true physician in Tulare county, Calif-
ornia, and the only true Gospel minister in Tulare county, and the
only Bible poet in Tulare county, and-tﬁe only Advent Rrovhet in
Tulare county, and the only Cfristian patriarch in Tulare county;
therefore, in the name mf and service of the Creat Jehovah, T offer
my services to God and Him only to continue my 55 years Bible task,
"What is your oath of office? Oh, yet perjured democratic
demons, Where is your conscience, you ungodly devils?  Have you any
reason why I should not damm you all together?!

*
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edltion short

An ousted official in the early dayl' in Visalie was not at all
inelined to take his beating without protest, an old file of tho
Times reveals, _

Dr, H.bb#-ﬁrt'm ousted from his $500 a yesr position as
county physielan and menager of the county hospital in I8¥%z 1871
and was replaced by & men to whom the supervisors voted an ammual
salary of $2000, _

The following card eppeared in the Times of November ll; 1871:

"Rev, James A, mbb to the perjured supervieors of Tulare eountys

 "Perjured villains, rebel devils and fools:

"While unserupulous and rerjured rebel devils hold xExg political
sway in our demented rebel county no honest man or ehrj.at!.m
can expeot any favors from theip nefarfous hands, .

"I would be glad to keep the county hospital for 4500 a m,
but because I am a union ma , and not a perjured rebel dﬂ'n, mu will
rob me of my only means of support nnd give my hospital to
rebel traitors of Jyour own kind for four tima the price for whieh
I offer to keep 1’c. :

"Therefore, I, the only true physician in Tulave aotmty, Calife
omj.l, and the only true Gospel miniakor in Tulere county, and the
only Bible peet in Tulare eounty, and the only Advent prophet in
Tulare county, and the only C ristian patriareh in Tulare county
therefore, in the name m and service of the Great Jehovah, T offer
‘my services.to God and Him only to contim:m my 50 years Bible task,

"What is your oath of cfri:c’! Oh, yet perjured demecratie
demons, VWhere is your conscience, you ungodly devils® Bave you any
reason why I should not daxm you all together?"

i



¢dition short

Wed, Zllis, county assessor of Tulare county in 1870, submitted,
as was the cusfom in those days, = stﬂtlstlcal report to the state
surveyor general showing the numbery of 1ife stock, areas Qevoted to
different cultures, quantity of different productions, etc,

In that year there were 108 orange trees in thé<:ounty;, butter
production was 8150 pounds, there were 28, 604 head of stock catltle
a nd 158,631 head of sheep

In all, there were but 50,000 acres of enclosed land, 20,006
of which was cultivated,

Ellis, in a letter to the attorney general %ooked forward to
sceing XFmimpm "the plains of ‘lulare county covered with bemutiful
farms, nice farm houses, waving f ields of grain, The locomotive!s
whistle then will be heard,"

7



dition short ' y )

Wede mui, county asui,or of Tulare county in 1870, submitted,
as was the custom in t hose days, a statistical repc?rt to the state
surveyor general showing the numberg of life stock, areas devoted %o
different cultures, quantity of different productions , ete, :

in that year there were 108 orange trees in the ¢ ountyy, butter
productign was 8150 pou.ndl_-, there were 28,604 head of stoek cattle
a nd 158,631 head of sheep, ' .

In all, there were but 30,000 acres of enclosed _1|nd; 20,000
of which wu’cult:lnted‘

Ellis, in a lo-ttor to the attorney general looked forward te
seeing XExixwmm "the pla;nn of Tulare county eovered with bemutiful
farms, nice farm houses, weving f ields of grain, The locomotive'ls
vhistle then will be heard," !
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edition short

Brecautions not necessary in these days were taken in
the pioneer days of Visclia to keep prisoners secure against
their day in court, it would seem from the following orders
issued by the Tulare county board of supervisors, the first
on ebruery 4, 1868, and the second on September 8, 1869:

"The following claims were audited and the guditor directed
to draw warrants on the county tressurer for the respective amounts
payable to the parties-out of the funds indicated: Thomas and
‘Hedges, services for cutting off and putting irons on
prisoners, $14,"

"Thg following claim being on file and examined and allowed,
the duditor is directed to draw his warrants &n the county |
treasurer for ti'e same in favor of the following person and out
of the funds indicated: J.N, Thomas for services putting on and

removing shackles from prisoners &t the county jail,"

it



edition short

Rrecautions not necessary in those days were taken in
the pioneer dny:"o? Visaiia to keep prisoners secure against '
their day in court, it would seem from the following orders
issued by the Tuhm county board of superviaors;.. E:he first
on ebruary 4, 1868, and the second an September 8, 1869:

®The following oh:!-lll wore audited and the auditor directed
to draw warrants on the county treasurer for the respective o.mou‘nta
payable to the parties out of the funds indicated: Thamas and -
Hedges, sgrv&cgs for eutting off and putting irons on
prisoners, $14," '

"The following 6laim being on file and examined and allowed,
 the duditor is dlrected to draw his warrants &n the county
tmasurér for the same in favor of the feollowing person and out
of the funds indicated: J.N, Thomas for serviees pubtting on and
removing shackles from prisocners &t the county ,1'0.-3.‘1.."
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edition short

Newspapérs of early days did their bit for civie progress
eéven as they strive for improvements today,

The following article appeared in the Vigalia Yeekly
Delta of December 3y 1859;

."Our streets are in a bag condition this rainy season,
having no drainage whatever; consequently the water 1g standing in

great pools around the “rt681nn1J611 and in the middlo of the streét,

-Lentral between threes of the principal stores is a large log 1lying acros
the center of the street, madring it dangerous for stages coming in
in the night. Whose business is it to move it, VYells and Sweet,
I'itchell and Coes or Jordan and Co, 2"

In the Delta of HMarch 3l, 1864, the following appeared:

"Our streets, in wany insﬁances, present the appearance or
what, in the western states, 1s called a "clearing. The trees have
been felled and the logs and brusn impede the pProgress of tr'vel
and in many instances are a nulsance, especially to the fair sex,
with their 'sweeping trails,! wh%oh follow their-footsteps.

"Ie carnestly anoke theald of our friend Greely in having
these obstructions removed so that our town maf} present the appearance
,to visitors that it is inhabited by a c1v1lized and not a savage race,"

#



edition short

Wewspapers of early days did their bit for eivie progress
even as they strive for improvements today, |

The rallo'ing artiele appeared in the Visalia Veekly
Delta of December 3, 1859: y :

"Our streets are in a bad sondition this rainy season,
baving no drainage whatever; consequently the water is standing in :
great pools around the artesian well and in the middle of the strest,
Central between three of the prineipal stores is a large log 17:1_ng aeross
the center of the street, ms:ing it dangerous rgr steges soming ;n
in the night, Whose business is it to move it, Wells and Sweet,
M1 tehell and c;,. » or Jordan and Co.?"

In the Delta of March 31, 1864, the following appeared:

, "Our streets, in many instances, present the appearance of
what, in the western states, is called a "elearing,” The trees have
been felled and the logs and brush impede the progress of travel;
and in many instances are a"nuiun'eo_, espoeially to the fair sex,
with their tsweeping trails,' whieh follow their feotateps,

"We earnestly invoke theald of our friend Greely in having
these obstructions removed so that our tewn may present the appearance
to visitors that it is inhabited by a civilized end not a savage race,"
#





