Fort 'Slmcoe

From p,I, July 7, 1907.

North Yakima, July 4-0,8 of the prettiest spots in the s tate of

Washington and mertainly one of the richest in historical interest is
Fort Simcos s Seat of the I:%dian agency of the Yakima reservation,

The old fart still stands weattmrworn gnd sanewhat dipliidated but
full of memories for the early history of the territorye.

It is associated not only with thehistory of the I:dians wars but
also with that of the civil war. W Gs) A (mfFy

Among the first troops stationedthere was s detachment of Virginisg\&/wﬂ/
cavalry under the command of Maj. Garnett eand at the outbreak of ‘
the civil war these soldiers with their c oomander at their head marched
overland and joined the confeierate army. Yarnett amd many of his A
men fell fighting beore the army of Gen. Milroy. ‘he major's body fell
into the hands of the federal troops but was returned to his pso. . le ({Q’L
undder a flag of truce., Not long after this Con. Mil oy was appointecby
Indian agent at Simcoe.

The fbrt was established as a military post in 1856 and was con-
structed umie the direction of Maj. Garnett but in 10ead 1e6® (§397
it was turned over by the war department to t he I dian department,.

:"he fir st agent of whom tchiiie is any record was 4,3, Bolgn who
in 1855 was agent for the Yakima- Indians and stationed at Vancouver
Washe Just prior to the establishment of the fort Bolen -BGLON)
heqrd that there was trouble and dissatisfaction among the I, dian
and determined to make a personal inve stigation, With a view
to remedying any just cause tar dissatisfa tion that might existe.
Bolen traveled alone by way of ‘he Dalles across Ipdiantrails
ard held a council wih the Indians of the valley at the place where fort

Simcoe now stands. Unfortuna ely fa %olen and for t he historians,

what passed as this council never will be known for *“olen wa:s murdered



by Indians on his way back to Yhe Dalle$.

"Lhe murder of Bolen was followed oy othe crimes.S everal miners
and prospectors ewere lLilled in the Yakima valley and the news of Podedo
these murders reached tle ogovernor of the territory who made a d emand
® Chief Kamaikum snd the chiei's of other trives supposed to b e
harboring the muwderers that the gul. t men should be delivered up and
isimilar outrages stopped. 'f‘he demands and cont inued robbins and murderg
of whites with the result that the Indian war the Indian war of 1856
followed( missing 'J"he I:dians refused to comply with these demands,)

“he visitor to Fort Simcoe today who notes the beautiful o0ld oak
trees--transplanted(}é'\;g_—E;gland, garnled but rich in foliage--the
handsome residence of the Indian agent +the bit Indian school and
other buildirgs finds it hard to believe that fifty years ago the
country was the scene of savsve crimes and bloodshed. Now the
Ind:’Lstns are prosperous and happy.They ha' e valuable allotments which thhey
elther farm themselves or lsase at good rentals to whit4farmers and
Ssavage warfare is as farfrom theminds of the Yakima Ihdians of today
as it 1s from the minds of the white settlers in their midst,

ie w of the I,diam who took part in the troubles of the early days
are living although sveral of them who are friendly to the w ites and
acted as scouts and guides for t he “‘merican soldiers are still to be found
@ the reser a‘ation. 01d Chief Spencer, who acted as gulde and scout for
"right , Sheridan and others is alive and in fairly good health. He has
a comforatable home on the reservation. Poor spencer's s rvices to
the whites were 111 repaid for his first wife and her children were
thought to belong to the hostiles by a party of volunteers and were
murdered by their captors. Later S éncer married again and has several
Sons, one of whomis to have charge of the Indian sports at the state
fair this year,

:"ha material far the cons truction of the best of the old buildin;s and

for the fort itaelf was brought aroud the Horn and up the Columbia r iver
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to *he Dalles fromvwhich point it was brought alon, the trail over the
Simcoe mountains by pack horses and mules. "fhe records of the office show
that during the 50's and 60's thers of tev was a wry limited supply

of provisions especially in the winter time. and a good deal of

hardship resulted to the officers aml men stationed at Yort ®imcoe.

It cost %5 a day for each cayouse (copy#Packing stuff from The

Dalles to the Fort and not only were provisions short but money also
was scarce, pso, 1 e iIn t he service of ten obliged to wait months for
their paye.

:he first mill constructed in “ashington territory, this side of the
mountains, was a grist mill erected at bimcoe, which together with a
sawmill constituteu the first industry of the place. fhe milli was
condemned and torn down in 1892,

R.H. Lansdale was the first Indiana gent permanently located
at Fort Simcoe, but he was suxpended f@AAGId or dismissed in 1860
for reasons unknown. e was succeeded byW.B. Gosnell, Indian sgent for
the territory of “ashington who remained in charge for several
ma ths until 4,.4. Bancroft was appointed in 1861,

/)A <17 wilhur (copy) was superin endent of irs truction under
Bancroft andiecame s ent at the €xpiration of Bancroi‘t;s term in
1864, ‘e was known as iather “ilbur, being a minister of tis
Methodis t persuasion. #ccording t o the records at Ssmcoe "ilbur got int
trouble in 1869 and as dismissed nand Lte. James #.M. 8 ,ith,United “tates
army was detailed to take charge. ‘he lisutenant remained as acting agent
until January 1, 1871, when "ilbur w reinstated and continued as agent
antil 2882, C fve Poliq Uharig)

Just what was the trdole wi h iather “ilbur does not appear on the
records but it is evident that he was eventual ly exonerated,8ad
otherwise he would notrave becn reinstated.

After tl® expiration of Fa her Wj, lbur's lon term R.H. Milroy was appointed



to the agency and shortly afterwards was succeeded by My . Burns,
‘gent Burns was dismissed af ter a few months service and Special Agent
Char les D%ckson took charge until the appointment of Thomas Priestly
of Wisconsin who held the post until July L1, 1887, *tollowing
Priestly was W,L, Stabler who served a few months in 1890
then resigned and was asucceeded by Yay Lynch, the present agent
to the end of the unexpired term of fair years.

Maj. Lynch wa s succeeded by L.T. Erwin now a police magistrate in
Alaska and who continued in of fice until 1897 when Maj. Lgnch
was again apyoointed in 1902 the agency was placed
under superintendeency under the civil service and Maj. Lynch
was appointed superin endent without being requir d to pass the
examination. J@ “aj, Lynch ms had no serious trouble with the Indians
during the administration although he has had toface considerable
opposition in re;ard to the allotment of land and opening of the reservatic

During the major's administration the old tribal ggg;ggzns have been
broken up . ‘he medicine men have ceased to be a power among the
Indians and the introduction of irri:ation systems has made the Indians
self supportinge.

:he ma jor is assisted in his work by Mrs. Lynch who is an enthusiast
on the subject o Indian life and history and whois one of thebest

@0h0P authoriths in the state on these subjec tse



Fort Simcoe Indian agency

Wapato, Oct. 25, 1909~ It 1s stuted here on what is considered
good authority that the I dien office at Fart Simcoe will soon
be moved to some points on the railroad, .robably Wapato or
Torpenish,

‘he citizens of Yapato propose to make an effort to have the
city chosen for the future site of the office argulng that
Wapa to being the center of the reservation is the most logical
place far it,



Wapato, Oct. 25, 1909 — It is stated here on what is considered good authority
that the Indian office at Fort Simcoe will soon be moved to some points on the
railroad, probably Wapato or Toppenish.

The citizens of Wapato propose to make an effort to have the city chosen for
the future site of the office arguing that Wapato being the center of the

reservation is the most logical place for it.



Wapato, Oct. 25, 1909 — It is stated here on what is considered good authority
that the Indian office at Fort Simcoe will soon be moved to some points on the
railroad, probably Wapato or Toppenishe.

The citizens of Wapato propose to make an effort to have the city chosen for
the future site of the office arguing that Wapato being the center of the

reservation is the most logical place for it,.



Fert Simcoe

Extracts taken fram an old let ter. *he aneient fors., Personal

mentian, |
Fors Simcoe was built during the trouble with the Indians
and 1s therefore i tereating and historic.

“look houses with their leop-holes where the soldiers wore
occasianally called upam to do shooting. The mansiom fer
She agent ami his family was bails in 1857 and cost $60,000,
Host of the materials used in its constructimwers brought around
Cape Horne

1t was originally plannsd and used by the general ocom ander
of the farces and I strongly suspect by the mnerocus number of
elosets andl ocupbosmrds that M must have md feminine assistamce,

Ig 48 large axd room (copy) and in eld coelenial style with
seni-gothiec from has latticed doors and windows amd
spacios veranda, ‘he entrance fram gate to portal is embewered
with gra_evines ﬁxioh are very old and heavily weighted with
frui t,

They make a very pleasing amd delightful cutlook ami furhish
& refreshing shade as do also the fine old caks whioch form
the grove lurrunding- the fort, -

“he business affice, ceuncil reom and pestoffice are im one
buildins. Hore the assiducus agent(our wellkmowa Jay Dynbh) and
Mr., Chas. Lembard his ocapable olerk hold ferth.

It has been the oustam to mame the Indiam children just
vhat the pi-ontl or any paSOd influential persem thought fitting
censequently in scme families theare is mo family name and Abe
Lincola , Stiek Joe amd Calvim Hale might be brothers which is
decidedly oamfusing and the government desires te abandenm it if
pa sible,



2«Fort Simcoe

vory nice farms & ¢ seon in all direetions with leavily
hd;n erchards and plenty of horses amd cattle; some of the
feneces are both imgeniouws amd ludicrous,

Tafeagh the area of the ressrvatiam is quite large
40 by 60 miles and comtaining 800,000 aeres there is not mere tham
50,000 acres of arable lamd,

Much of t he country is mountainous and lack of irrigating
faoilities renders other parts mtuhblo--?b Yakima Herald,
Sgptember 13, 1911,



Extracts taken from an old letter. The ancient fort. Personal mention

Fort Simcoe was built during the trouble with the Indians and is therefore
interesting and historic,

Block houses with their loop~holes where the soldiers were oceasionally called
upon to do shooting. The mausion for the agent and his family was built in 1857
and cost $60,000/ Most of the materials used in its construction were brought
around Cape Horn. .

It was originally planned and used by the general commander of the forces
and I strongly suspect by the genercus number of closets and cupboards that he
must have had feminine assistance.

It is large and room (copy) and in old colonial style with semi-gothic front
has latticed doors and windows and spacious veranda. The entrance from gate to
‘portal is embowered with grapevines which are very old and heavily weighted with
fruit.

They make a very pleasing and delightful outlook and furnish a refreshing
shade as do also the fine old oaks which form the grove surrounding the fort.

The business office, council room and postoffice are in one building., Here
the assiduous agent (our wellknown Jay Lynch) and Mr, Chas. Lombard his capable
clerk hold forth,

It has been the custom to name the Indian children just what the parents or
any influential person thought fitting consequently in some families there is no
family name and Abe Lincoln, Stick Joe and Calvin Hale might be brothers which is
decidediy confusing and the government desires to abandon it if possible,

Very nice farms are seen in all directions with heavily laden orchards and

plenty of horses and cattle; some of the fences are both ingenious and ludicrous,.



Though the area of the reservation is quite large 4O by 60 miles and containing
800,000 acres there is not more than 50,000 acres of arable land,

Much of the country is mountainous and lack of irrigating facilities renders
others parts untillable,

-=THE YAKIMA HERALD
September 13, 1911



Fort sSimcoe

#n acetylene gas plant of three humir<d lamp mpacity i1s to be
ins talled at F vt Stmooe to light the agency buildings thers.
Bids are ne bel ng called for by the department,
here has just been comple ®#d at Fort Simcoe, at the agency,

a mess cottage wich cost close to 56 ¥9,000 and which 1is a very
fine ami ¢ omfar table building,

The :lne_talht ion ofthe g a8 plant is the next big plece of work
to b e underteken . ‘he selection of the method of illumination was
made at Washington and provision is mmde for future growth
in the agencydemands, the plant to be instelled to Be suffich® ntly
strong tofu nish the light which will be needed far same years
to come=*he Yakime Herald, Nowember 11, 1911,



An acetylene gas plant of three hundred lamp capacity is to be installed
at Fort Simcoe to light the agency buildings there. Bids are now being called
for by the department,

There has just been completed at Fort Simcoe, at the agency, a mess
cottage which cost close to $9,000 and which is a very fine and comfortable
building.

The installation of the gas plant is the next big piece of work to be under-
taken. The selection of the method of illumination was made at Washington and
provision is made for future growth in the agency demands, the plant to be
installed to be sufficiently strong to furnish the light which will be needed for
some years to come,

~-THE YAKIMA HERALD
November 11, 1911



An acetylene gas plant of three hundred lamp capacity is to be installed
at Fort Simcoe to 1ight_the agency buildings there., Bids are now being called
for by the department.

There has just been completed at Fort Simcoe, at the agency, a mess
cottage which cost close to $9,000 and which is a very fine and comfortable
building.

The installation of the gas plant is the next big piece of work to be under=-
taken. The selection of the method of illumination was made at Washington and
provision is made for future growth in the agency demands, the plant to be
installed to be suffieiently strong to furnish the light which will be needed for
some years to come,

~-THE YAKIMA HERALD
November 11, 1911



014 Burials
(Mys ery-Ft. gimcoe)
0ld routes,

The skdletan of a man was gathered together Myday by 6oroner
Fred Shaw and 1s nw nicely disposed of at his office.

It was fourd on a hillside on the _narvey Young ranch in the
“ide Hollow, 14 milesf rom the city.

It 18 evidently the body of & man who was duly buried there. The
spotw as marked with stones. *he 81@®0 skeleton was three feet
beneath the surface and was placed withthe feet to ard the west,

whiclga®O Coroner Shaw says 1s unusual in such matters as bodies usually
are inbrred with the feet toward the east. "‘”he discover was made
by Messrs W.J. Davis, Harold Waite and J.P. Rush who are leveling
land for Mp, Younge
The body was evidently that € & young man for t he teeth were
perBecte ‘he man in life had 1® en lrge.

Coroner Shaw thinks h® might have been a soldier who was buried

a half century ago as the loca tion was on the old trail from Simcoe to

Wenas--Yakima Herald, 8411 5, 1912,
el »



for 150 ehlddren. Puring the last term only about half that number
attended, It is the ambition of the present agent and his energetic wife,
with assistance of capable superintendent and teachers, to materially increase
that numbernaxt term. The succe-s of this work, as wverywhere, d epends e-tire
upon the abllities of their instructors . The government 1liberally
supplies the children with good clothing, which the girls help to
make, They are also taught and alternately assist in all culinary and
domestiec work of the bulldings; the boys-likewiée learn agr*culturezlthe
care of horees and cattle, etc. under the sgperintendence of the
industrial teacher, To the gight of the agency are situated the
carpenter's, blacksmith 's and wheelright's shops which are ably
conducted by Indians to their respective tastes.

There are two large commissary bu’'ldings, one for the school
and the other under_the control of the agent for helpinr the vpoor and
helnless, The office , council ro~m and rostoffice are in one bu*lding.
Here the assiduous agent, our well known friend and fellow townsman,
Jay Lynch, and Mr, Charles Lombard, his capable glerk, are generally
to e found,

Incessant demands on their time and patience are corstantly being
made by the agent's very large family,for indeed they seem like
big children, and he their father, to whom they all come for advice
and assistance. He is doing very efficient and good wgrk and is greatly
appreciated by his community,

It has been thecustom to name Indian children at their birth
just what the parents or any influential person thought fit,
consequently in some families there is no family name and
Abe Lincoln, 9DéRd0ded Stick Joe, and C?lvin Hale might be brothers
and of the same parents.

It is decidely confusing and the government desires to abandon



The skeleton of a man was gathered togsther Monday by Coroner Fred Shaw and
is now nicely disposed of at his office.

It was found on a hillside on the Harvey Young ranch in the Wide Hollow,

14 miles from this city.

It is evidently the body of a man who was duly buried there., The spot was
marked with stones. The skeleton was three feet beneath the surface and was
placed with the feet toward the west, which Coroner Shaw says is unusual in such
matters as bodies usually are interred with the feet toward the east. The
discovery was made by Messrs. W. J. Davis, Harold White and J. P. Rush who are
leveling land for Mr. Young.

The body was evidently that of a young man for the teeth were perfect. The
man in life had been large.

Coroner Shaw thinks he might have been a soldier who was buried a half
century ago as the location was on the old trail from Simcoe to Wenas.

—YAKIMA HERALD

April 3, 1912



The skeleton of a man was gathered togsther Monday by Coroner Fred Shaw and
is now nicely disposed of at his office.

It was found on a hillside on the Harvey Young ranch in the Wide Hollow,

14 miles from this city.

It is evidently the body of a man who was duly buried there. The spot was
msr<ed with stones. The skeleton was three feet beneath the surface and was
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matters as bodies usually are interred with the feet toward the east., The
discovery was made by Messrs. W. J. Davis, Harold White and J. P. Rush who are
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i The body was evidently that of a young man for the teeth were perfect. The
man in life had been large.

Coroner Shaw thinks he might have been a soldier who was buried a half
century ago as the location was on the old trail from Simcoe to Wenas,
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Supt. J. C. Roth of the construction of the Fort Simcoe branch of the Northern
Pacific advises that it is his intention to have the work rushed along rapidly.

Any rumors to the effect that only enough construction is to be carried out to
hold the franchise are unfounded. _

"We are now working 25 men and a number of teams," said Mr. Roth, "and the
work will not stop until we reach White Swan, in any event and it may possibly go
further. Ve are proceeding with the purpose in view of having the road in operation
in time to move the crops from the section it will serve with this coming fall,

I have no doubt that this plan will be carried out to the letter."
—TOPPENISH REVIEW
May, 1912



Fort Simcoe
Railroads

White ®wan
Supte J«C. ROth of the c anstruction ofthe Fort Simcoe branch of

the Northern Pacific advises that it 1s his intention to have the wark
rushed along rapidly. #ny rumors to the effect that only enough
construction is to be carried out to hold the franchise are

unfounded

"We are now workirg 25 men and & number of teams, sa&id Mr. Roth" &nd
the wark will nd stop until we reach Yhite Swan, :n any event g

and it mey possibly go further.W are proceeding with the

purpose in view of having the r oad in operation in tie to move the
crops from the section it will serve this coming fall. I have no dowt
that this plan will be carried out to the lettera-Toppenish

Review, May, 1912,



Supt. J. C. Roth of the construction of the Fort Simcoe branch of the Northern
Pacific advises that it is his intention to have the work rushed along rapidly.

Any rumors to the effect that only enough construction is to be carried out to
hold the franchise are unfounded.

"We are now working 25 men and a number of teams,"” said Mr. Roth, "and the
work will not stop until we reach White Swan, in any event and it may possibly go
further. We are proceeding with the purpose in view of having the road in operation
in time to move the crops from the section it will serve with this coming fall.

I have no doubt that this plan will be carried out to the letter."
~—TOPPENISH REVIEW

May, 1912





