edition nodern eitrut'
by J.C. T chnston, Assistant Tulare Cunty Farm Advisor

One of the most important eitrus growing areas in California
extends aeross Tulare county from north to south elong the warm foot
hills at an elewation of 300 to 1500 feet above sea level. Since
ranchers of the walley began 50 years ago to break up their
wheat fields to make way for tree erops, eitms. fruits have been
2 leading produet of the county, |
The eool winters and hot summers of the valley combine to
produce early fruit whigh 1s noted for its high eolor; rich flavor
and long=-keeping quealitles, This fruit is ideal for export and
as & result Tulare county has a large share in the export market,
At the present time, appzmtaly 40,000 aeres are dovlotel
to eltrus fruits, In round numbers, the o:imgst in the A
prineipal vqr;otiel_ is as follows: Nawels, 25,000 acres; m
Valenelas, 12,000 aeres; lemons, 1200 aeres, and grepefruit,
800 aeres, IMiscsllaneous varieties, such as limes, mandarine )
oranges and seedling oranges malle up the remainer of the screage,
The acreage of cltrus frult hes remained almost constant for
the past 10 years, but production has inereased becaused of
improved eultural praetices, Most of the inerease has cceurred since
1934 when the use of gine as & fertilizer ms was introdused., Ior
example, the average yleld of Navel oranges for the periecd from
1923 to 192'7‘\“--- 143,9 packed boxes per acrej for the period from
1933 to 1937, it was 173,8 packed boxes per ao'n’, and the average
‘yleld for the three years since the use of zine became general
(1935; 1936 and 1937) is 194,7 packed boxes per acre.
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ad one modern citrus

] Total prodnctioa for the ¢ ounty has w ranged between
5 »000,000 and 9,000,000 bexes for oranges and 95,000 to
190,000 boxes for lemons,

Cltrus fruits have returned more money to the county than
any other crop in 19 out of the past 20 years, eecording to the
Tulare uunty Bonrd er’ Tredes The returns have ranged between
¢6 ,eoo;-o- and $15,000,000 annually,

It 1s fortunate that citrus fruits are adapted to a variety
of soils for this rtvo_regl foothill area ineludes solls ranging from
sand to heavy olay adobe, These wide wifferences in soils have made
it necessary to adopt cultural practieces to fit loeal condltions,
This has boen done so successfully that the ecounty is noted for
the ﬁhe appearance of its orchards,

| citrus growers of Tulare sounty are among the most progressive
in the state as shown by the fact GLhat wseveral of the importent
developments in the industry._ have had their beginnings in k
'I"ulart g‘ou.nty. qu example, the present program of reduced
tillage, the use of nonleguminous sover crops and the use of
zinc as a fertilizer were developed im this eounty.

The latter practice which came into oconmon use in Tulure
county in 1933, has spread to practically all other eitrus produeing
countries of the world, Tulare ecunty was the first to make mEmzmg
extensive use of maturity standards and controlled the movement
of rruj.t to market by means of the Central California Citrus Leagu.
more than 10 years before Jthe California-Arizons marketing

agreement was established,



ad two modern citrus

The eltrus grower of Tulare county has many di,li..ult
problems bu" he alsc has certaln important advantages,

The Ravel orange crop is early end reaches a desirable
narket; "the industry is not as heavily ctpit&li’-nd a8 in the case
in many distriets, The pest and diseeses which mmst be controlled
are few and the methods used are relatively inexpensive.

Many eltrus growers are also produeers of grapes and deciduous
fruits or are engaged in seme general farm entsrprise, This
diversification of orops has ztxbisxt stabilized income and has
enabled many growers to realigze falr returns Im even in the face
of present low prices, :

The outlooke for the citrus industry in Tylare eounty is goode
Priees are not likely to be high but the relatively low eost of
production, the progressive type of grower engaged in the imhntry,
the conservative methods of operztion and the oppe!;hmity Tor
dive rsification promise to keep the eltrus industry in first
place as a producer of revenue in the eountys

"



edition deciduous frult
by WeE, Gilfillan,
Tulare county farm mpemkx Adviser

Few countics in California have as large & diversified

dn-a}&umzl fruit industry as has Tulare ecounty, The total of
52,000 acres devoted to production of deeilduocus fruits and i
nuts 1s made up of mejor plantings of peaches, prunes, walnuts,
figs and plums and smeller plantings of apricets, apples,
neetarines, almonds end plmegranates,

There alsoa re coumercial plantings of smaller size in
pears, persirmmons and pecans. anparéd with other leading frult
counties of California, Tulare county ranks second in freestone
reaghes end neciarines; third in plums, figs and elingstone
peaches and fifth in pruncs, It is first with pamegranatcs,
with 60 per cent of the state's sercage.

Planting of deoiduous fruits began in & small way aboutrhalf
a eentury ago with prunes, pears and apples, - Good fertlile bettom
land was selected in the Visaslia @ rea, Pears were grown
and shipped extensively from Traver until trouble Ffrom blight made
this unprofitable. Some of these old peavm trees are still.
itand:l.ng "but today pears are one of the minor fyruit erops with
less then 50 acres in commerclal orchards.

Prune plenting, however,. had no set haek in the early days
of fruit development and for 30 years were considered 'tho‘ most
profitable type of farming, The very best sub=irrigated lands
around Vijgulit and “armersville were used for the first prune

plantings,



ad one deolduous fruit _

The Mineral King rgrich éara':: of Visa119 was one of the
. most famous prune ranches, With high m-ld., three to five
tons per aere and low rroducing eosts, this Visalia prune 3
orehard wac widely lmown the country over im dried fruit eircles,

Produection spread to the area west of Pomr;vilqu and over
toward Tulare although the heart of the industry aiu;yl cantered
around Visalia, The peak was rcasched in the seriod fram 1920
to 1924 when more than 10,000 acres were in bearing,

After that veriod, export markets dropped off heavily,
lu:jplus tonnage beeame a freguent wrry} and prices averaged lower,
| The yoar 1920, because of ;‘mat Qamage in most brodueing areas
of the mimzm Pacific coast, showed real profits s again fop
Tulare county prune produsers 'put slnce then in qpi‘tg- of
co=operative merketing efforts » Sales campaigns snd reecent pro rate
a.nd federeal. marketing ugremgta » Toturns have bsen very
unsatinsfactory, As a rogul t'-,. few new, plantings have been made and
old orchards being pulled have decreased to eounty acreage to
5500 acres, B : _

Apother of the early fruit developments wus the peagh, As early
a8 1909 there were almost 3000 acres planted to neaches, mzm These
a leo were plantedl most heavily in the deep Tertile 'subint.tgafad.
lands near Visalie, Two of ths large plantings of those days
were made by thé California Packing Ccrpora.tionlm their holdings
south of Farmersville mmd just north of Visalila, '

Heaviest early pl@?&ng-s were of Ifree stone varieties for fresh
market, eanning and drying, This free stone serdage was widely
distributed from P_rterville te D miba end Kingsburg where the
bulk of the dr;o_d tonnege wes grown, Most pf the free stone aereage was
made up ofmuir, lovell and elberta varietiesg, all of which are s till

used extensively,

more



ad two deeiduous frw_l.t :

In about 1916, the use of eling stone xexet varieties for
eanning began o develop and by 1920 a real boam in cling stone
peaches was under way, The peek of this development was reached
" 4in 1828 when production in Cdl ifornia appeared too great for future

merket cutlets, Since then, eling stone peach ecreage has
remained stationary at about 4500 acres, The oree large planting
mown most widely is the Tagus rench north of Tulare, .

Cannerles early were established by the Califormia Packing
G;rpomt!.oa and a local grower cp=operative, : Tals latter is the
plant now operated horei by the Visalia Canning coupany, Other
canneries ars at Tulave, PYrterville and Kingsburg. i

A lerge tonnage of poaches also 1s shipped te Iemoore and
to scuthern Celifommila canneries, VWhile the tuscen end phillip
varietles first made up the bullkt of the canning p‘euch crop,
new varioties have been plan’tad in the pest 10 years, consisting
of pelora, peak, halford, libbee, sims and cthers, °

Lighter pruning, heavier fertilization end more attention
to thinning the frult a e emomg the factors that have led to gradual
improvement in ylelds and grades so that today good orchards
produce from 12 to 18 tons of Nos 1 fruit per acrems (8t of
production on this class of property runs to about §20 a ton,
Prices have varioed enurmously in xhm recent years, In 1929, most
growers :;vo_ctq.vad W’a ton Lut yrise.a, notably last year, have been
as low as {7,50 and even §5, , Control of marketing im 1937 'brought
prices of about $42 to most growera,

m ore



ad three dseiduous fruit ;

Next to peaches and prunos, the‘mut extanslve deciduous
fruit aereage in Tulare sounty is figs, there being 3066 acres
of all varieties, This industry alsc is an old one although the
big development came between 1918 and 1024 with the planting of
Celmyma Tor shipping end drying and Xedota for eanning. Moat
of the fig aereeage is in the northern part of the county although
the Kadota fig area centors around Iva,nhée and Exeter,

Zarliest planfinga of figs were the White Adriatie and
the Black Misslon for drying, These are still used, The
Colmyrna, a superior quality for dryiug, held groat promise but
Guring the past 10 years has been dlscontlnued because of
disease problems,

Eadota figs prodneed here of oxeellent gquality are cammed et
Lenoore, D;tmbn and Mereed, Production at present is in excess
of market demands and a pro rate is in effeect,

Tulare eounty now 1s the most importent early shipping
plum distriet although third in the state in plum aeresge, There
are now 2264 aecres bearing end 202 acres non bearing, The most
important early variety is the Sante Fesa, with slightly more than

1000 aeros in bearing although the Deauty 1s a little earlier.
Shipments of these start sbout Mey 15 and are ﬂm first deciduous
fruits to reach emstern merkets, In most years, the Tulare Clunty
Beauties and the Sante losas are a few days to a week ur:!itar‘ than
the other mein produeing districts In northern California,

Another lmportant variety 1s the Tragedy pl}m. This is a
different type but 1s also fairly early and does well on the deep
delta soll, It has been produced here ror many years, Other '
varietics of impar teance are Climex, Kelsey, Xymk Wiekson and Burbcnk.



ad four deeiduous frult

Incame from the production of plums runs between saoo,ooo
and tsoo,wo e ysar, lsst year returning $215,000 or about
£150 gross per scre, The thinning, Fesiwx pigking and packing
of plums gives employment to meny local workers early in April,

Mey a;.:d June when other farm work is light, The paeking anc;!
shivping are ceantersd at Lxeter, Ivanhoe, Visalia and Dj_'nuha;.

Valnui production is relatively new to Visalla although
the first cormercial plantings near Visalia were started in sbout

1906, The first variﬁty pla.nted. did net do well here snd im
about 1915 the pla.nting of T e.nquell and Mayelthea
wa s found setisfactory and by 1956 almost 2000 acres were in bearing
with another 800 aeres of young trees plmtad. Tocay there are
2822 acrea, 80 per cent of which is within a Se-mile radius of
Visalla,

Feor walnuts, the very best alluvial solls are desired, Trees
grow exceptlonally large here and good mature plantings produce
2800 pounds of nuis per acres [or some yearsm when the industry
was starting the nuts were shipped to southern California
plan@ig ard to San Joaquin cocunty for processing but about six
yearas a;0, locdl growers formod the Sequeia Walmut Growers! ;
Azscelation, a l;vncal ol the Califormila Walmut Crowers Assceiation,
built & modern plart at Visalia and now handles 95 per cent ol )
the erope Valus of the erop runs £mam to about $300,000 a year,
gm&nli.y inereasing as the gro:ves mtui'a. |

Aprieots also are an important Tulare county erop although
.not ine eias:s with peaches, prunes, plums and walnuts,

moxre



ad five deeidunous fruit ]

Aprisot produetion is pretty well meattered sver the county,
There are 993 aeres with only a small smount of new planting, Baek
in 1029, there were 1433 acres, Considerable of this former 1
acreage was an Intercrop woth olives when the Planiing became erowded,
The erop is sold mainly for canning with a considsrable tonnesge
shipped f{resh,

Drying 1s used chiefiy &8s an outlet when the;s cther outlets
are not profitable, Gross income runa sbouat #200,000 per year,

Puring the past 10 years, there has been a metrlval of apple
production for the very parly martot, The Vhits &ekh Athsakan
Veriety doed well hore and goes on the Los Angeles and San Fransiseo !
markets before apples from t_ha"laz-ger producing districts of the state,
Plantings center about Viselia and Exeter, Ther arve today 400 aeres
of apples of which about one-third ere the newly plantedxksilx Athsalkan,
’ljho older district at Three T:i;mra produces several varieties with
Winesaps predominent,. .

Cormercial production of nectarines for fresh shipment started
on a major seale in about 1908, Teg!ay there are 350 aeres and the
la rgest bloek is on the Tagus rench, i

Almonds are produced on 340 scres, We pank very low as an almond
produeing county, This probably is gem because wh'c-n; large development
was 'Iaein:; made 1n deciduons frult about 1920 %o 1928, pédaches plums and
ﬁ:f:?;m w;:o more profitable. Lately some inkq;re-s’t in_'. Planting almonds hs

Other minor deelduous frults produced In Tylars ¢ ounty inelude
415 aeres of romegranates, 86 acres of pecans mostly not yet im heavy

bearing; 85 acres of persimmons; 18 acres of quince and eight aeres of
cherries in very small lots, ihe pecan 1s a new srop still to be

tried out on & ecommercial ‘basis, Pemsimmons do well but are limited by
profitable market outlets, Cherries eannot be prodused successfully

beeause of the dry hot elimatel
#



edition tpree rivers with early visaiia or early county

The villace of Three Rivers is situated about 28
iniithe foothlils,
miles east of Visalla,/at the Junction of the forks of the Kaweah
river.inxike
® The first known xhrexmamx white man to center
this sectien was lale D, Tharpe, a stock man, who came in the
fall of 1858, The Works family, William Swanson and family,
John ILovelace and fanily, Joseph Palmer, E’A. Everton, and
Ira Dlossom and fanily came shortly afterward and were the
pioneers of the districts
At the time.of Tharpe's arrival,
Indians were mumerous these these tribes are now practically éxtinct.
The progress of‘tﬁe settlement was s low, there being almost
no immigration of conseﬁuence untll 1878 when the gold |
excitement at hlneral King occurred, The mining activities
at Mineral King, describgd in an article elsewhere in the
A niversaries Edition, and the construction of a road to that place
caused a temporary influx of outsiders but after the mining
excitement had died down the population remained about as before,
In 1886, the Kaweaﬁ Co~ Operative € lony
made their base of mgxak opérations heres This project was
abandoned in 1890, most of the qolonists leaving the countyse
Those who reﬁained, howsver, added materially to the development
of the districte. |
A postoffice was established in 1878.at
Three Rivers, at Kaweah on the North Fork in 1892, at Hawiond
on the main river in 1905 and at X Ranger (Giant Forest) in

1907,

moie



editlon three rivers with early visalia or omrly county

The village of Taree Rivers is situated about 28
in the Toothills,
mi les eaut of Visaliae,/at the junci.lon of the forlks of the Laweah

river.taxtikg

The first known xix white man to center

this section was Hale D, Tharpe, a stock man, who eame in the
fall of 1858, The Worje family, Willlam Swansor ard family,
John i;ovalnce and fauwily, Joseph Pelmer, ¥ A, Ev'i“ton,. and
I.a Flossom ené family came shortly afterward =nd t&ra the
pioneers 1.)1' the districte
At the time of Tharpe's arrival,
indians were numerous these thess tribes are now practically sxtinots
The progress of the settlemont was s low, thers belng elmost
no immigration of consejuence until 1873 when the gold
"excltement at Mineral King eccurrede The mining activities
at iiineral King, deperi¥ed inm an article olsewhere in the
.&;ni-varsarie-s Bditién;, gnd the ccnstruction of a reoad to that place
caused a temporary influx of outsiders but after the mining
excitement had diled down the population remained about as befores
In 1886, the Kaweah Co= @perative 6 lo.n;r

made their hase of peeEsk operations heree  This project wag
abandoned in 1890, most of the coclonists leaving the countye
Those who remained,|. however, added materially to the dev eicpment
of the district, i |

! A postofiice was estublished in 1878 at
Three rivers, at Kewealh on the North Fork in 1892, at Hawcnd
on the main river in 1905 and at & Ranger (Giemnt Forest) in
1907,

morea



ad one three rivers:

Tn 1897, Britten brothers opened a general
merchandiée store and in 1910, the River Inn company, in
conmection with a hotel situated at the junction of the North ork,
opened anothers In 1899, the WMte. Whitney Power company
installed a power plamnts

During ths early days, stock raising was the
.sole industry of the érea, the surrounding country offering
an abundance of spring feed and the mouniain ranges contributing
the summer suﬁply.

Joe Palmer, in the early 1870's, carried in
on his baclk a few apple trees and became the pioneer of an
industry that has added to the nrosperity of the regions Apples
were found exéeptionélly suitable to the district and rmumerous
orchards now dot not only the river hottom 1aﬁ§s but are
pfoduced success fully as far_up s the pine belt at an elevation
of 4500 feet,

Two miles north of Three Iivers is Kaweah
beside a streamlet that is a feeder to the north furk of the
Kaweah rivers .

< North Tule is the name glven to the fertilse
valley of the Tule river after 1t issues fr@ﬁ the western slopes
of the Sierras, in tie southeastern part of Tulare countys The
valley is about 30 miles long with an adverage W idth of five miles
and with numerous side valleys'entering it., The soil in this
area is very fertile and hhe section is noted for applé productione

Other villages and settlements are fourd |
along the valley, among which are Kilo,'Cram;r, Baldwin Flats,

Duncan's Flat, Sgringville, Globe and China ['iatse

#



ad one three rivers

In 1897, Britten brothers opened a general
merchandise atore and in 1910, the fiver Imn company, in
comnection with a hotel situated at the junecition of ths North Fork,
openad anothere In 1899, the i, Vhitney Power company
installed a power plahte |

During tho esrly dayi, gtock ralsing was the
sole 1n@ustry of the arce, the surrounding country offering
an sbundance of spring fsed aad %he maunté&n rangss contributing
the swmmer supplye

| Joe Falmer, in the early 1870%s, carried in
on his back a few apple trees and became the ploneer of an
industry that hes added to the presperibty of the ragione Applos
were found exedptionally sulteble bo tue digtriet and mamerous
orchgids now dot not only the river bhobtiom 1aﬂi§‘hdt ara
produced success fully as far up =8 the pine belt at an elevation
of 4500 feet,

Two ailes norith of Throe Rivers is Kaweah
beslde a streamlet thet is a feeder to the north fork of the
Kaweah river,

; Forth Tule is the name given to the fertile
vniioy of the Tule river after 1t issues fyrom the western slopes
of thoe Slerras, in the southeastern part of Tulsre county, The
valley is abouv 30 milss long with an adverage w 1dth of fivg nlles
end with numerous side valleys entering it. The seoil in this
area is very fertile and ihe ssctiun is noted for &pple_pro&uction.

Other villeges and settlements are foumd
along the valley, emong which are Milo, Cremer, Baldwin Ilats,
Duncea's Flat, § ringville, Globe asd China Flabss
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sdition - other towns with e 2rly visalia or early ccuntcy

Aény small towns in Tulare county owe
their origin to_the coming or extension of the railroads and
other soctions and settlements have been named for their
productivity or the nature of the topography and appearances

Pixley is one of the‘stations of note on
the Snuthern Pacdific lines’ s It is in 8 wrich farming section and
is an important center for grain dealers, HMuch of the land about
thw town was owned by San I'rancisco residénts who named it in
honor of Frank Pixley, fOunder and editor of the Argonautas

The town of Tipton had its origin with the
coming of the Southern Pacific and is in the midst of a rich

farming and dalrying countrys It is the natural’shi ing point
for a larpge part of the lower Tule country and has a number of
mercantile and other husiness houses.

The town of Alila is in thé countary betweon
the sinlrzs of Deer creek and White river and a large amount of
gfain is handled herece F

Poplar is not the name of a town tut rather
of a rich farming country west and south from Porterviile, being
southeast from the ﬁnodville countrys In the early days, the
land owners united and b%ought in a supply of water from the Tule
river by means of the Bid ditch, |

One of the most beautiful secticns of Tulare
county 1s Frazier, which is situated about 25 miles east and
.north of Tulare,. It borders‘the Tule river above where the

river emerges into the more open plainses

more



editionA othor towns with e erly visalia or early county

| Many small towns in Tulare eountﬁ owe
their origin to the couing or oxtension of the rallroads and
other sections and settlements have been named for their
productivity or the nature of the topography and appearsnce,

Pixley is one of the stations of note on
the S:uthern Pagific line, It is in a rich farming section and
is an impSrtant center for grailn dealers, Iuch of the iand about
thw town was owned by San Francisco residents who named 1t in
honor of Frank Pixley, founder and editor of the Argonaut,

The town of Tipton had its origin_rith the
coming of the Southern Pacific and 1s in the midst of a rich
farming and dsirying country. It 1s the natural shiiping point
for a large part of the lower Tule country and has a mumber of
mercantile and other business houses.

| The town of Allla is in the country between
the sinks of Deer oreek and White river and a large amount of
grain is handled heres

Poplar is not the name of a towvn mut rather
of a rich farming country west and south from F rterville, being
southeast from the W _odville countrye In the early days, the
land owners united and brought in a supply of water from the Tule
river by means of the Bld ditche

| One of the most beautiful sections of Tulare
county is Fragler, which 1s situated about 25 miles east and
north of Tulares It borders the Tule river above where the
river emerges into the mo%c open plalnse

more



ad one other towns
F The name Woodville was giveh to a rich
famring country lying along the south side of t-o.Tﬁle river,
eight miles west from Portefville and 20 miles south of Visalia,
It derived its title from the exténsivé groves of white oak,
Strathmore is on the line of the railroad
between Lindsay and Porterville and is the center of a thriving
citrus industrye | |
A few miles east of Badger lies Eshom valley,
one of fthe beauty spots of Tulare countyes A;though situated at
a high altitude and not far below the edge of the pines, the soil
is warm and fertile, Eshom valley.has historic interest,
once having been the home of a great tribe of Indiahs whose
powerful chief Wuke~sa=che more than once led them to victory
in clashes. with the Monaches, The valley was,viéited as eafly as
1857 %y James Fisher nd Thomas Davis and took its name from
a man named Eshom, an early resident who eﬁgé eﬁgaged in farﬁing.
: In the early days,  Tulare lake covered a
huge area and near its southeastern xgx end existed an island owned
bj Judge Atwell-of Visalia and known as Atwell's island. Thq
island, as such, no lcnger exists, but its location is marked
by the tbwn of A;paughe The section was for years used by
s ¥g Miller and Lux for gragzing their herds of cattleas -

#



ad one other towns

The neme Woodville was giveh to a rich
famring country lying‘along the south side of t ¢ Tule river,
elght miles west from Portefville and 20 miles south of Visalia,
It derlved 1ts title from the extensive groves of white oak,

8trathmore 1s on the line of the railroad
between Lindsay and Portervlille and is the cenbter of a thriving
citrus industry,,

A few mlles east of Badger lies Eshom valley,
one of the beauty ap;ta of Tulere countye A:though situated at
& high altitude and not far below the edge of the pines, the soil
i1s warm and fertile, Eshom valley has historic interest,
once having been the home of a gro&t tribe of Indians whose
powerful chief Wuk-sa=-che more than once led them to viectery
in clashes with the Monaches, The valley was visited as early as
1857 by Jemes Fisher :nd Thomas Davis and took its name from .
& man named Eshom, an early resldent who enga edgeged in farming,
_ In the early days, Tulare lake covered a
buge area and near its southeastern xsX end oxisted an island owned
by Judge Atwell of (isalla and known as Atwell's islande The
island, as such, no ionger exlists, but its location is marled
by the towm of n;paugh. The section was for years used by
¥s Mller and Iux for graging thelr herds of cattle,
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