days return without a word of explanation. By the fall of
1891 the enrollment had increased to eighty-seven; for fifty
of these the government made an al'lbtme;nt #r?funds; the other
thirty~seven wore cared for by the sisters.

On March 24, 1992, a real tragsdy overtook the school.

A sister had taken the children for a walk; on the way some
of them ate wild parsnips. Before they could be got home,
or helgabrought to them two died. Three more died during the
night.

This trial was followed by another. Father Laure, S.d. J
who had been in charge of the Indian mission }died on Decembepr
19, 1892. The priest who was appointed by his community to
replase Father Laure was not acceptable to the government
officials, Hence the monthly allotment was held back until
an agreement was reached, This took seven months. It was a
trying time for allp “trhe children had to be fed, the bullding
had ;,g be kept warm; and supplieﬁ had to be bought and paid
for.

In the spring of 1893sthe government sent an inspector
to examine the condition of the school, the studies taught,
the meals served, and everything that per-taineq to thc care
of the Indian children. Three months later he came for a
second visit, jhe arrived without notice and was surprised

ARy LR SE

to £ind things in tho seme condition as on his previous one.
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"fhe first time I came I thought that you hade made special
f:reparations for me b!jg now I see that you always have things
up to date~perfect.®

When school closed in June, 1896, there was no hint that
the contract for the Indian School would not be renewed. The
word came in July that no more help would be given to private
sectarlan schools by the United States Government through the
Department of Intarior.als.lnce this mission was too poor to
continue to educate and care for the %Ediané without governe
ment aid the school had to be closed.

Aftor twenty-one years of unceasing struggle in the
valley, S8aint Joseph's Academy found itself again at the
starting point. Not only must it re-commence but this time
under more adverse conditions, since the school was burdened
with a heavy debt and there were very few day-puplls and
only three 1:voe.=x.t-¢f’te\1's.83

8ister Mary Aurelia succeeded 8isler Honaldl as super-
lor in 1889, ad in turn was replaced by Slster Mary Eva in
July of 1.:97.

The convent was closed for the summer of 1898; the
sisters went to Vancouver for their annual retreat, returne
ing to Yakima an_ the t.wenty ifth of August, During the

ée vde v |
sunmer Reverend t}‘wr Diomedi. 8.d., the paator had been
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visiting the parishioners to find out their feeling regard=-
ing the establishmont of a parochial school for the boys.
Heetlngs were held following the principal Hass on Sundayse¢r
@d#&fter much digcussion the peopie decided in favor of a
parochial a%ool in Balnt Joseph's Parish, to care for the
grade boys.

From this time on, we find in the annals the same noe
tation for each year, "The children are not in school until
the first of October.® Entire families would go into the
hop fields for the piékj.ng season which usually lasted until
the middle of October. =8 |

During the previous years no school Sodality of the
Blessed Virgin had been formed. There were two in the pare
iahJ one for the young men and the other for the young ladiggy
but the school childred were yet to be enrolled. The Pas tor,
Father Diomedi, S.J.,erected one for the boys and girls in
the fall of 1998, Yyear later Father Diomedi left for
Brezil where he was to spend four years in the mission field.
In 1903, he returned to Yakima to supervise the construction
of the new Balnt Joseph t:'.ln.u"ch..a8

The summer of 1900 found many necessary improvements bee
ing made in the school. A sewage system was installed, and

85, t Jogeph Academy, Vol. l. p. 115
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two bathrooms completedg@ m&\pn addition the hoﬁsa was
equifed with electric lights. These improvements tended to
make & good 1mprosaiqn on the peoplc, and the enrollment ine
creased as a result.ugThis Eeptember the records show
forty-one boarders, one huggred thirty-five day pupils and
thirty-elght music pupils.

During the month of May 1900, the young girls showed
their appreciation for the Sisters by devoting their after=
noons to quilt-making. By the end of the month they had
twenty quilts to present to the 8isters. The meetings were
held in the convent and many of the glrls brought their sew~
ing machines with thom. Since it was Our Lady's month, May
devotiong followed by a lunch which the Sisters served to the
enthuagtic workers, terminated the day's charitable active
et

Sister Mary Eva, Superior, was called in the summer of
1901 to other fields of labor., Her change was a great loss
to Saint Jopeph's Academy. It was dus to her efforts that
the sghool had been able to survive after the closing of the
Indien school, She had come to an almost deserted building
encumbered with a hcavy debt, When she left, Saint Joseph's
was again on its upward courae.gauany of the boardeyrs did

not rcturn because of Sister Mary Eva's departure, and the
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resources of the school were again reduced. But even after
her leave-taking, Sister's interest in Saint Joseph's cone
tinued, Bnd 1t was due to hor geel that ir, James Sunningham
of) Novenber 17, 1801, presented mgaﬁoademy with a gift of
$3,000 to help pay the hecavy debt,

Tho parish closed tho boys's¢ parochial school in Soptleme
ber, 1908, as the parishioners did not feel Justified in paye~
ing for a male teacher since there was such & small number
of hoys. From now on the boys were taught by the sisters
of the ,t!u:ademw’..94

Twenty-eight years of toil, hardships, struggle, and
undaunted persistont courage were finally rewarded by having
the first graduation class from high schoel on June 19, 1903,
In accordance with the wish of the pastor, Rev, Fathep Boilfoser
Feusi, B.d. m%&%ﬁl‘a’ “’é‘é‘s‘tﬁmamm}%

For some umxplamad reagon the Catholies of the locale
ity had teken very llttle intcrest in the sdvancement of
Catholic education in m&uﬁﬁ j?w%uon exereises
gave Father:Teusi.an opportunity to boast of the Academy's
aohievmn; despite the apparent indifference of the local
Catholics. Three students were graduated) *Cora Starrit, A
Mrs, Joseph Alcomn; Anna Heiser. m-s.ggmd Benoit; and
Beatrice Navarre, lirs. C. B, Simmons®, Senator W, L, Jones,

-~
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then 4in the race far senatership, addressed the class,

The next period of £ive yeersfin the life of the Acade
emy seens to have been one of peace and quiet growih. Nothe
ing of importance is noted in the Chronicles until Scptember
1908, when one reads that the rooms of the school were so
erowded that "many gatholic children were ;lgxrned awvay &nd
were obliged to attend ths public school.*

Plans were started to bulld an addition to the school so
that available space would be ready for the opening of
school in Ssptember, 1l2U%.

In January, 1909, the men of the parish held & meeting
to discuss the building of the new wing of Saint Joseph's.
They decided that the pardsh should pledge itself to bear
§10,000 of the cost of the now schogl building provided that
it would cost no less than §30,000, Stoeps were at once
taken for a drive for the necessary funds. Sister Hichael
of tho Angols was sent from Vancouver to assist in sollcit-
ing subscriptions for the new dbullding which was to adjoin
the old one and be constructed of black rock and brick. It
was to he 88 feet by 55 feet and three stories in height.
The i:éiters hoped to occupy it in time for school in Septeme~
ber.

As soon asschool closed mptme, the interior of the

Vol, 1. p. 187
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0old building was torn out and remsodeling began. During

this time the Sisters who had gone to Vancouver for thelr
annual petreat stayed there until the middle of Scptember.
Bister Mary Alice, Superior, resided at the neary-by Saint
Elizabothlﬂo:!pital to follow more closely the progressa of

the work.

School opened, Scplember 20th, and every bit of availe
eble space was used for the classrooms,@S the building wes
not yet completed. The dedlcation of the new wing took
place, December 12th, The building was blessed by the Right
Reve. E. J. O'Dea, Bishop of Seattle, assisted by Rev. C., Bru-
gteny £.J., pastor of Saint Joseph's Parish, and the Rev.. d.
8weens of Ellensburg. The Community was represented by Hothexr
James Kisal, Provincisl Superior, and Sister Mary James,
Direcjt:giss of 8chools of the Bis tarﬁbf Charity of ijovid-
ence,

The Enights of Columbus prescnted the sisters with a
check of £3,000 as & part of the parish cgggribution towerd
the paying of the debt of the new school,

. During the summer of 1912, the gquestion of a boys
achool again came up for discussion. The points at issue vere:
should it he a parochial school in Saint Joseph's Parish

and should it be for both boys and girls. After many meet-

t Jos Academy, Vol. l. p. 189




ings and conferences the parishioners decided thal the Pare
ochial System should be adopted for the grade school boys

and girls, loaving the high school on a tuition basis. The
gisters who taught in the grade school were to receive a
salary of $25 a month. ¥ith the opening of school ﬁ Septe
ember, 1918, there wus eh enrollment of two hundred’forty-
one pupils. VWhen the hmvc_ast season was finished the enroll-
ment climbed to three hunﬂrad seventyseight.

In the space of aﬁx leen years the sarollment had ine
creased [ron ':afew da,r Py %%B. three boarders, and a per-
sonnel of three sisteps,® to three hundred fifty~three day
pupila, ﬁévirty-aightp.f'ﬁaa;dars , and a personnel of thirtean
sisters. | |

fince such prog‘#ss had been made in the developaent
of Saint Josaph's Madeqy. the Pastor, Rev. Conrad Brusten,
8, J. suggested W t,ﬁe sisters that application be mede to the
State Depariment of__-’jEduca;t.ian for accreditation of the school.
ir. Edwin Tw:l.t:nayq(é. smtﬁ. High 8chool Inspector, made the
necessary invastiglléztion in \'the full of 1913, and approved
the fl.rat three yéws m tihe High 8chool depnrtxnent.

During the month Qf iéhy 1914, invitations were sent to
all g,raduataa,xof Saint .’ansﬂph'a to meet on ftha fourteenth
of June inthe Academy fm. the purpose of q;-gm_ging an
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Alumnae Assoclation. On the designated date the assembled
group made plans for the framing of a constitution and by-
laws for the organization. At the close of the meeting Reve
erend Father Conrad Brusten, 8,J. gave an inspirational talk
entitled “"Loyalty to One's School and Teadmrs."mg

On November 7, 1915, the Sisters had the joy of Vele
coning to North Yakima one of the three foundresses of the
mission in 18759 Mother Mary Mela.niefﬁoow one of the Assiste
antg Qeneral of the Inatimta.lmuother Mary Melanie had
been delegated by the Superior Genocral to make the official
visit of the Western Provinces for that period.

Later in November, ir. E. Twitmeyer, State High 8School
Inspector, accompanied by Mr., Rodney Achely, County Superin-
tendent, made a thorough inspecyion of the high school. He
gave thd assurance that a favorable report would be sent to
the State Board for full accreditation.lum June 10, 1816
at the annual meeting of the StateBoard of Education in
Olympia, v:éahingwn, Hr, Twitmeyer's report and rocoaaend=-
ation for complete accreditation of Saint Joseph's High School
were read, studied and appioved. The letter bearing the
news of full accreditation of the four ycar high school
course arrived June £20, 1916. Salnt Joseph Academy was now
on the list of the accredited high schools of the State of
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Washingtan.

In 1927, Baint Joseph's Academy received full accredit=
tation by the University of tho State of Washingtons Doctor

Bolton, Dean of the Departaent of Education of the Univer-
sity of Wnahing,ton)had visited the school the previous ycar
and it was due to his report of the scholastic standﬂ% af

1
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the school that this added distinction was recelived.
Saint Joseph's Alumnse Assoclation held its first

S

anmial meeting June, 4, 1915, with the following elected as
officers: Margaret Hamel, President; Helen Cleaver, Vice=~

President; Olivia Eshbach, Secrctary; Eliﬁgeth Gleason, /
Treasurer, and Marie McArthur, Historian,
‘- 8ince the plotting and moving of the town in 1085, the
presont city had been designated as North Yakima. After
many meetings and discussions on the part of the City Comnisse
ioners, 1t was finally egreed on January 1, 1918, to change
the name of North Yakima to Yokima. Hengeforth, the town
formerly imown as Yakima City paeds e 11ed Union ﬂap.lls
Soon after the opening of school in September 1918, an
epidenic of Spanish Influenze which had been raging in many
parts of the United States broke out in Yakima, It spread

with such rapidity throughout the city that Dr, Samith, City
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Health Officer, decmed it expedient to decla.e & general
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quarantine, closing all schools, churches, end theaters, He
also banned all public meetings for an indefinite period.
The schools were not reopened until November mirteanth-. Dur-
ing this enforced vacation fwenty boarders. reminad at the
Academy and there was no siclﬂuaas among them aa}l.ong ag the
quarantine was mintaimd.

However, with the reopening of the schools, before a
weck had elapsed one of the boarders came down with scarlet
fever, soon seven other children were infected. Almost
immediately the dreaded influenza appeared; one by one the
sigters were stricken until only two remained to nurse the
sick, Sister Gertrude of Providence, Superior at Saint
Elizebeth's Hospital, hearing of conﬂitions at the Acadenmy,
sent Bister Dacian, R.N. and a secular nurse to n_élb m the
emergency. Tha.nkn to their mn{anﬂ land efforts all the pate-
ients mcwered without any serious effects. e _

From 1919 to 1985 the life at Saint Joseph's seens to
have been one of quiet persevering advancement. Under the
leadership of 8ister Mary Veronica, Superior, anothor milee
stone in the histo:7 of the school was commemorated. It was
the Golden Jubilee of Saint Joseph's Academy. After £ifty
years of falthful service to the youth of the Valley, the
Sisters t.oolt time out to look backward and forwerd and to
thank God for the blessings of the years. Everyocne joined in

116. ﬁg&;g}, s, Saint Jogeph Academy, Vol. 2, p. 35
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in the civic celebration of the occasion. HNono of the little
group of three who had spent "six days" making the journey
from Vancouver to Yakima c&ty; in 1875 was pmsant.lmme
little school building which housed the first nine pupils
wag goneg ﬁle town site had been moved, and with it the
schooly “he Indian school had been closed) and a now be=-
ginning had been medep The gradusl building up of good=
willj ef friendship and esteem had medeked the enrollment
" four hundred forty-nine pupils, in 1985, Such were some
of the tangible blessings insured by the valiant efforts of
the Founding Mothers.

The Golden Jubilee meant more than just fifty years of
ldving in the Yakima Velley, It bespoke the fullfilment .of
a task well-done, the growing and sproading of the faith
from seven familiesto an active living parigh 1life, and a
flourishing school in Saint Joseph's Parish, Yakima, It
was the fulngger to the pleading request of Father Caruana's
letters.

Because of lack of classroom space for the growlng
numbers of pupils and because of the crowded conditions in
the sisters' apartments, Father Brusten, pastor asked that
more of the academy be given over to classrooms. He urged
that the boarding department be closed. To compensate for

118, Sister Blandine of the Angels died in 1988, Sister
ilg?ﬁ’. Dorothea in 1911, and Mother Mary Melanie in
119. Appeﬁdix 1



this loss of income to the Sisters, the paidsh agreed to pay
the Sisters $10,000 a ycar end to keep up the repairs on the
building. it This arrangement wm#aver written formally as
a contract, but it was satisfactory as long as Rev. Father
Brusten was pastor. But the transaction was a poor picce of
business; for during the depression of 1934, the ncw adnin-
istration of the parish repudisted the verbal contruct and
guaranteed the salary of only the grade school teachers.
The high school wasagain forced to be put upon &
tuition basis, and the sisters struggled on through years
of depression.
The spacious grounds of the academy had been land=

scapedfﬁuus cowt-+m been installeq‘g‘ c¢lass trees had

become a traditionj and sll in all, Saint Jogseph's was great-

ly improved both inside and out.mgertmudép Kohls of the Class :‘

of 1908, who had becoue & member of this G\qmnmnit-y and wag
known as Sister lery Theodora, had a short life of service,
dying in Yakima in 1927, In memory of Sist&\x Hary Theodora,
the Kohls fanily erected on the grounds a bedutiful shrine

/
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in honor of Gur Blessed i‘ﬁfy A Carrara lMarble.statue stand- &é
}

ing about gix feet high, imported from ltaly \t-ms all,
who enter the grounds, of Our Lady, who with sai\p\t Jbseph

X
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px\utec\_ts her children. The outdoor shrine, made of native
awnes', was the gift of ur, and Mrs. Charles lMatthews. Iir.
Hatthews, himself doing all the work as a personal tribute
to the Queen of Heea.vem:I'm2

The feast of the Nativity of tho Blessed Virgin was
chosen as the day for the dedlication of the now shrine.

Miss Gertrude Kohls, namesake and niece of Sister Hary
Theodora, wnveiled the statue in the presence of the student
body. The Rev. Faither Brusten, 8.J, delivered the occasional
eddress lg?s the virtues of the Blessed Virgin and blessed the
shrina. ,

Just the dby before school opened in 1931, Mrs. Emme
ghanno Bartholet was called by the Divine Teacher to her
reward. Fifty-eight years previously the little pirl had
been enrolled at\Baint Joseph's Academy.lggkima City (Union
Gap) as one of the first of nine pupils, Her children,her
grand-children, end her great-grandchildren are proud to
belong to a familyﬁfa for four generations-have obtuined an
education at an institution 11+m1ch their great grandmother
had endured all, the vicissitudes of iis precarious beginnes
P R g < Ay ko o s PYSV IS 2

From now on the story of Saint Joseph's Acaedemy is one
of expansion end improvement. 1947, saw the bullding and




opening of a parochial grade school under the direction of
the Rev. Father Paul Corkery, 8.J. This was constructed on
the southwest corner of the same block on which Baint Joseph
Church is located. It is of pumice Wmd on;e story in
height. &b‘é’g convened the twenty-seventh of September,
with accommodaiions for twelve classes, office, faculty
lounge, large kitchen, and spacious gymnaaium.m This
arrangenent eliminated the necessity of alggparate school
for the boys and the girls of the parish,

In 1948, the enrollment was five hundred fifty-four.

The entire academy had been given over to the high school
which is taxed to t.ta -cdpacity in trying to accommodate two
hundred twenty young ladies.

8o through seventy-five years of existence Saint Joseph '
Academy had seen all the struggles of pioneer life; the
moving and birth of & townj the gradual disappeatance of the
Indian, and the evolution of North Yakima to Yakima City,
now the hub of commercial and cultural growth in South
Central Washington.

125, cles, Saint Joseph Academy, Vol.£.p.
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Ste Joseph's Hission=
Yaldma CowAttanam=.S,
May 25th, 1875

Revs Slster Praxede, (slc) Vicaire
Reve Good Sister

Your welcome favor of the 9th inste came in with last mail, Thanke
ing you very sincersly for ite I hasten to satisfy to my duly and your
wishes with these hurried liness

1 am very grateful to your charity for taking so much trouble in
behalf of this Missions I had many reasons to invito your Society, in
proference of othors, to take the directicn of the contemplated Schocls
in tomt but should it be impossible, or should it even cblige your
community to submit to any hard sacrifico, then we have nothing else to do
but have patience; and submit ourselves to the Holy Will of God, and invite
some othor Society to tho same charitable businesse Please then to lot know
your Revorond lother General’s answor as soon as you will have it, that we could
act on immediatelys because things are so advanced here, that I forcsee it will
be impossible any longer deiay without losing thie favorable occasion with
those Thitess You will easily understend my presont difficult positlony and
consequently the reason of my hurrying on a definite answer from you, Ly
reminding tho purchasoc of a house to be robullt in towm on the granted land
(of which I spoke in my last) with the necessary furniture for the sum of $380650
in coin, to be paid as soon as tho house is ups low, this money is elroady
promised by the citimens, is true, and this for evident reasons in regard to
the public estecmy on the other hand I am bound to pay the gald sum of
money as soon as the ime fixed by the contract is at hands Of course, it was
prudent not to purchase anything before every other thing was settled before
handy but such opportunity, of purchasing the house and furniture for 90% less



than ite first cost, obliged me to do what I did, because the owmer could
not wait for any furthor time, and such opportunities do not present theme
selves everydaye I hope the aforesaild reason will apologize for my unpolite-
ness in hurrying on for an answer about the acceptence or refusal of these
schoolse

I will try with the Dishop for his material holp in our contemplated
Indian School as soon as I have the opportunity, as you kindly counsel me to
doe

Yes, I, too, principally wish to see the school going on among my
cherished Indians, but at the samc time I could not abandon the poor white
children, and then Providence cloarly wishes ite S0 you sce I am of the same
opinion propose in my first letters

VWith rogard to Ree Fe Girods, the last letter I had from him was of the
22d of last monthy he does not say a single word about your annual retreats
He wos still at St. Ignatius liisslon at the ond of last nmonth, but may be that
he is gone to Holena for his anmual vielt. B5o the surest way for you will be
to dircct your letter to your Sisters in lfissoula, they will lmow where he will
be and besides they are on his wey back to Ste Ignatius or to the Flat heads,

I end, my Rev. and Good Sister in Christ, asking your pardon for so much
trespassing on your time with this intorminsble lotter, and for the hurry with
which I wrote ite

Hoping to hear from you againg you will be go kind as to accept my
sincere wishes and regards for you and your Community with the humble petdtion
of the prayers of you all for my poor self, I am in great nced of prayers. On
ry part I ask the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary to assist and Bless you all
I romain in the same Scred Hearto.

Your humble servant, )
Jdulis Caruannay Se Je
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I would be & cause of extreme sorrow to mey should this letter,
or any expression contained in it, offend you or your estecmed
Commmity in the leasts, Almlght God know how far is from my mind and
will such a thing, I only intended to give you a fair idea of the
present state of things, and tell you the cause of my hurrying on a
definite answers = I repeat that I would prefer your Scciety, and one of
the reasons is, because maybe in course of time they will have also a
hospital, and your Soclety could do bothy but if you cannot accept the
care of the wished for schools, then I will be obliged to call on some
other Societys I hope to hear from you soon, Pray for me as I do you all,
whon I leave in the 85, Hearts of J & li,
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Ste Josephts MispewYakima~-httanan, WeTe
August 1Bth, 1875

Reve Ste Praxede, (sic) Sups
Pe Co

Good Sistor Vicairos

Allow me fow hurried lines to present my due thanks to yous for the
many charities and undesarved kindnese you lavished on mo while staying
there, and through you to the whole Community for their patlence and eg=
teenm they honored me with, to ell for your prayers said and promised on
my behalf, of which I had more than once evident proof in my trip home=
ward, and especially on the third day while ascending e stoop hill, the
good Brother drived could succeed to lock the whoels when the team stoppod,
and dowm it went against stonos and logs out of the way, end naturally, be~
gldes smashing evorythings I had to be crushed under the vagon and tho
driver had to break both his legst but at this critical moment Providence
gtopped the toam and #ll was saved, and with God's help we arrived here
safes Youwr letter to lrs Schanno was well roceived, but pecple was somchow
deappointed not secing the Sisters with me, and thorefore I will be bound
to male any sacrifice to have one Father teaching in town till the Slstors
w11 comey which homovor will upset my plan of having One Fathor wintering at
the indian carp o have them preparc for the Bishop's visite I lmow that
you are roady to holp as much as you can and I suggest to you the way of
doing it by accelerating the coming of the Sisters noxt f£ail, But how?
If I uwnderstood 'eréll, there will be threo or four novices who could make



thelr Profoseion next months if this is the case, why could I not go
thore and fetch thom ovor nent October? Vhat would you say?

Hever mind, if the two I picked up arc not in the mumbor, the thoice
is left to the Superior charged of them by Providence and not to mos here
will be welcomo whomever you will scnd, provided they are cble to give a
good start to these schoolsy I mnly taks the liberty of remind you of the
Superior we spoke of, if it is your pleasure to send her, which probably
will save her hoalth also, a8 you know as woil as I dos Please lot me know
your mind abouty

I hovey moreovers to bog your pardon for having kept you too long time
tho last ovening I loft yous I was under the impression that some Sister
was finishing Fre Gresei's goutanette, and I was waiting for ite S0 please
Excuse moe

I gent from the Dalles with lirs, Halongy the stuff for a suttanette for
Fo Raiberti, but thore is no hurry for it bofore next springs I hope that all a
and each of your esteensd Commmity are in good health, and striving onwerd on
thelr way to perfections Salute them all and tell them that with courage and
patience thoy will arrive through God's grace, as I daily ask for thems I
hope thoy will not forgot my miserable self in thoir prqyorss I will be
thankful to for some news about them and whatever concern you and yours

Asking ecarnestly for your proyers, I remain as ever

Your humble scrvant in the S.8, Hearts of Jy lla

Josoph Iy Carvanna; Se de





