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Bureau of Land Manapgement, (Department of Intorior)
Regional Administrator,
Swan Island Station, Pobbtland, 18, Orogone

Dear Sirs
| Purguant to previous correspondencc, and to correspondence
with the Depariment of Interior, Bf'reau of I;dian Affairs (P'ile 1664w4d)
I am com unicating again at mhest of the lanapum ‘_jand of Iiidians at
Priest Rapide, a non-treaty bande
This application amd comwnication is being renewed in light of
the logel notice of a public hearing in vhich tho Grant “ounty PUD
District 2 is asking the ‘:aderal Power Commission to grant a pormit for
constru@tion of & dam at priest Rapids, a site occupled many yoars by
the Vanapums, as their last place to turne
The VWenapums, now numbering less than a dozen non=-treaty people,
are the remnants of the band identified by Lewls and Clark as tho Sokulks
in 1805 and estimated then at 5,000 perasonse
They did not recognize Kamiakin, of part Yakima and part Palouse
blood as thoir leader,
Yoy wore not invited to the Traty of Yalla Valla, June 9, 1855
They re tired to the solitude of Fplest Rapids and we e lef't alone
there many yours until gradual closing in by various hranches o
governnont and land settlement.
¥3,.ally, they find themsdlves with no place but Prie: t Rapide and that
i now erdangercde
Supely, with all the land holdinpgs along the river, cnce held by the
Vanapums, t here is land that the “arapums can have vhere they can finish
out thelr yearse '.""hey have asked and will continue to ask before taking
other actlion:
l-Some larnd to range horses on as was long customarys

2 =Proservation of their graveyard near Prlest Rapids.



3= placo whoro they can have their mat houses and continue their
0ld custams and beliefs, 1: kesep n; withthe government'a policy to
perpadaate customs tothe final generation.
48" place wherse the artifacts amd rolics of the o:;'igin of thelr culture,
now on the Island of P'na opposite the Priest Rapids Dam site, can be
moved in e vent of construction; since these arti acts and relics are
thoso of the Vanapums and cannot be claimed by government ar branches
of govermment, national, state or local without authorization of the
peopla e
It occurs to the Wanapums that with the river development program

now being pushed, it is time for the Iand Management Sranch of government
 Interveno for these psople and secure for them home land. This can be
dme with support of congressmen and senstors and local supports since
the Priest Rapids pecple are lmovn as a suffering, patient people, worthy
of protectlion in their final years and mare worthy of protection than
certain birds amd animals which the govormrent has g@ean f 1t %o protect
and proserve by creation of reserves.

At the behest of Puck Hyah Toot, th head man, we are asking how
We can go about getting land for theso people in their home territory,
securing it for them against any further wvhite intrustion. We ask '
this because these people haw no. sused the gove rment 83 have other
pec les; because they are human boings and because they need your
assistance, as a guardian of the government, to secure land for them,

In the not too distant fubture, those people will prusent their cause
on & more extensive scale , but wishat this time to have your advice and
gldance.

Pleasc understand that the petition 1s boing made by a white man
the “anapums call Now Tow Look and "brother," vho 18 not paidinor will

be paid in any waye.
Sincerely

For Pyck Hyah Toot Click Relandor
Houte 3, box 146, Yakima, Now Tow Look



