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To David M. Campbell , his prother in -law

San Jose, Calif,
Sept. 87 ,1850-

Dear Brother:

Your two sons David & James arrived here yesterday
about noon. They came into my store and introduced themselves to
me gs your sons, they were but children when T saw tiem last and
I neve  had eard of their coming to the country and when they
informed me who they were I was +ruly gratified to see my sisterl®s
Jame's children in this distant land. Not paving g fsmily with me
they felt something like my own children and I assure you I recelved
them he-rtily. I have this morning gt.pted them to Billies four miles
in the country.

They a rrived in California on the upper Sacramento about the 6th or
7th of this month and not knowing what was pest to do, on
account of the mines npeing .rowded with people and but 1ittle
chance of success there, they left thelr jyagon and team at a Rancho
some 250 miles from this place with part of their company and came
here to see myself and Brother Billy to make inquiry as to thenode of
operation. They have gone to their Uncle Billys and wil! return in a
few days a' d then we will advise some pl:zn that they can make
money.

The emigration is ye y large this year and the greater part go to
the mines. That ,nanch is entirely over done , somuch so that those there
canrot get room to work profd®dc proflitably. There are hundreéds of
thousands in the mines from all nations under heaven that ever heard
of California. The gold taken out in the agragate will be this year
immense, perhaps one hundred millions of dollars but there is so

~many at the business that the share of jach will pe small qpt+ET the
expenses arepaid and I thin that gold digging at t his time .is the

poorest business done in California. Farming tR140t0d8d040¢Aa0d06De SEOBOSA!
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is now the be t business in California for years to come and perhaps
foraver.,

Such a2 large proportion of the inhabitance will pe emplayed in
mining and in comrerce and so small in farping that produce
will 3¢ all times yring a high price gnd more can be produced here
to the labor hestowed than in any other courtry.

One acre of land produces from 40 to 75 bushels of wheat, barley
from 60 to 100, potatoes 200 to 400, onions from 1/2 to 2 1lb. each,
beats that rahge from 10 to 30 1b gach, cabage from 20 to 50 lbf gach
and everything else in provortion, except Indian corn which I do#A not
think will do for & field crop, bul ,,erything else (and a great
many think that will do here¥ grows more luxuriantly here than
any other place I gyer gaw, llow the prices, barley is corth 6 to
10 cents per 1b (all thingsa e sold here by the pound) potatoes
8 to 12, onions 30 to 50, cabage from 25 to 140 erch and all other things i
in rrorortion and I think these prices will continue for some time
to comse.

There are the price<s given at the farms. In the mines they are much
higher and in great gerand and always will be as long as °
the rnines hold out. One hand can make ,t farming more than twenty
times as much money here than in Illinois. I think if your sors will conclt
to farm that they can nake go.erzl thousand dollars next year. I imve
land 1f they cannot do hetter I will _tart them in on my land, furnish
seed and do the hest for them I can. I have no doubt of their
success as they apiear to be of ﬁhe right stripe for Calif ornia.

They are both in fine health and since they got here
I think in good spirits. A1l that I ragret 1s that they left their
fami ies behind. If they had brought them we could have settled them

down and they could nake a 1 fetime business of it add succeed
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much better. ri'hey will be sure to bring their famileys sooner or
later, for no one can ever live in the Stgtes after they have been
here one year.

When I first arrived here I was not perhaps so in favor of the
coun ry but the longer I stay the better I like it yntill now I think
this country is gvery point preferable to any paht of the states.

I think so much of it that I am getermined to have my family here as
soon as I can have them brought, next winter at the furthest.

I would like to hear that you Sister Jane and family were
coming out next spring , but when your sons hecome better joquainted
with the country they will write you on that subject.,

San Jose is the seat of government of Cal fornia and is
improving yery fast, is now one of the prettiest 1ittle cities
in the world and is gestined to be quite large. Society is .etting to
be good and will in a short ti e e very fine. Several churches are
formed and meeting houses building, preach ng in different
parts of the city every Sabath and several fine schools and I
think shortly we will have .very refined Society equal to the pgst in
the States. All that we lack is a sufficient nﬁ%ber of pagmileys. They
are coming in dayly but the number of men are much larger than
women., I will write you agaln shortly. Give my love to Sister
Jane and your Brother James, all yours and his family.

I remain ycur brother
CeWl. Campbell
PeS. I will gend this to New Orleans by a friend who starts
tomorrow and where it will pe mailed,
(David M. Campbell married Jane Campbell which accounts for

the prothers-in-law having thename Campbell)
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To D.M. Campbell San Jo se, Calif. =
from James Camphell 0 t. 8th, 1850.

Dear Father and liother
I got a leter yesterdygy from you dated June the 28th. David and I

are well. Barny Springer and James Hickerson are well. 2 or 3 Weeks
ago we got to the mines, September the 6th and when we got a place to work
David and I wen to 8ee Uncle ¥Wm, and Uncle Charles. We got to San Jose
September the 28t., On Friday Octoher the 2nd David started back to
the mines grter the boys and the pagon. As Dgayid went back he got the 1
letter at Sacramento and read it, then remailed it gnd sent it
to me. I am glad to here you af@0dQdOdad are all geting along well. We
expect to 98§ stay at Uncle Wms. this winter and perhaps next
sumner., The mines have peen crouded so this fall that they are
not makeing but little. The truth of it is where one makés $10 pur
day fifty nmakes pnothing. Things have taken a fall sense we came
here from $1 to $3 a de@9 pur day is what people hires for, some
canrot hire a tall, hundreds are too lazy to work,

Farming is the pest bisness here for a sure hit, Potatoes from
10 to 12 1.2 cents a pound, unions 40 a pound. We people psge from
250 bushels to 300,potatoees 300 bushels pur achor.

It is now 9 o'clock at night, they are all siting a rourd
me talking and confuses me so I can hardly wrightl Uncle Wm. is
giting at py elbow telling his gold stories and talking about his uilis. He
has bought a little griss mill. He 1s always tinckering about a
mill or some kind of a mashine, he hac a party in the store.
David and 1 want to make anuff to buy the old place by

the time we go home anyhow., I think this yally is more healthy than
the States. Tell Thouaas and Edward unless you all move to

Callfornia they had phetter stay at home. I am rot sorry I came to

Cal fornia.
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It is how most 10 o'clock at night. If I w&s comeing agane I would bring
oxen and cows. Boys, don't get in a fret till I get home, then
we will all go to California together. Oncle Charles is most crazy for
us to move to California. I can't think of anything more to write about of
imjortance, Tell Thomas he must y,rite to me, Edward and Charles
also. I want to get a letter wvery few days, don't forget to wright.
I want you to all live as you may wish that you had of lived when

you come to die, that is of more inportance than all the gold in
California. While others are falling on t e right and on the left
we are yet spared to prepare for Eternity, death will come like a
thief in the night when we are not expecting4/ it, be prepared &t
all times. Love God and prepare to meete him in Glory.

Afterthis when yo w0264 wright to us direct your letters to
San Jose, Cal fornia ., When Davie gets pack we will both wright. I have
never got a letter rrow Elizabeth yet, don't all forget to
wright.,

. Dear Father, and lother !, Brothers and Sisters
Farewell
“ames Carpbell
09 I am reading my letter in a hurry. Wm, Finley says to tell you

that they are all well gnd he has 4 of theprittys children in the

world. Cosin Sarah looks like lother,
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Night=2

. ‘.Ir. C
To David M. Campbell San Jose California

Froms: David L. Campbell October 26, 1850

Pear Father and [other:
I gagain find an or ortu-ity to write to you. James and pmyself

" aTe in very good health, In fact I am heavier than I was at

thome. Ly throat is a little pai ful at times bul I have had but little
oprortunity to take care of myself since we got ine I got in to the
mines on the 6th of September and on the 8th I yroteto you and

“artha and James to Elizabeth. I then wrote that we got in gafe

with provisions enough etc. but I will jgain state that we lost

D8 Dan on the road and one steer lame which has since died, so then

we had three yoke of oxen and three cows left., I told you in my first
letter now we got our third cow on the road. We had tolerable good

luck bn comparison to wheat many had but I will now confine myself

to things since my rrival.

On the 9th of gseptember James and I im company with four ren that

came over the plains with us went to Nevada City on Deer Creek to

work but everything neing erowded we could npt get a place to work, so
we bought a claim and tools to work with at #$300 to be divided

gqually among the eight pen concerned, and we were to pay our provisicn
bill out of the first proceeds of the claim. Byt _e soon found that we coul
make but little Lt that claim so we sold the coﬁ that we got on the
plains for 35, p t the balance of the cattle out on a

rarch to be herded at $4,00 per month a head, there being two cows and
six oxen, and James and I gtarted to'see Uncle William. We went with
some waggens to ride and drive stock until we got twenty miles past
Sacramento City and they went so slow that we concluded to walk on.

Ve went to Stockton a distance of 40 jiles the first day and two and a half

days more we got to San Jose where we found Uncle Charles. We knew him
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at sight, he pypvors Mother very much. He has a store here ,nd is
doing very well,

Next jay we went to Uncle Williamis. He lives three miles from
town and from all we pet a warm reception; they persuaded us
that as the mine yore very uncertain that they would give us a
good =chance to farm on Uncls Williamis land, Uncle Charles
furnishes us with everything you need in the store. Uncle William
of fer d to board us or furnish a house and provisions and we do our own
cooking, so we took the latter, as we thought we wculd rather do our
own cooking then impose on our new aunt, but she has Hgen very kind this
far; and probably will continue, so James stayed here while I
returned for our cattlae,

I went by San Francisco , which is a large city with hundreds of
ships in the harbor. I took a gtgamship and went to Sacrgiento one
day, 160 miles. I there got a letter rrom you dated June 28th
and one from Martha gsted June 27th which géve me no little
gsgtisfactlon I gssure you. I gent your letter to James and started to
Nevada Ci;ty. I got back in 19 days whhle distance about 520 miles. Then
Johnson & *ennett the men that was with us and Barney and James
Marion went to the ranch to get our cattle and hunted two days and found
but four head of mine gnd eight out of thirteen &f Bennett's. Then I went wi
two others and hunted two days but found no more. I found three stee:s
and one cow as flllows: Ball, Broad and one of the Pemberton's stee s and
the red eow, so @B I bought a gtger from Bermett to rake the two yoke
and came on down to this place. Bennett and Johnson have gone to law for
theirs, Johnson is a lawyer and from t e circumstances of the
case I have no douit that they will get paid as the men have plenty of
property. -If they gain they will yrite to me and I will instiﬁute a
suit if they don't settle which they will be likely to do but I fesl

quite sure of getting pay. The boys made but little wiile I was gone
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so we gave up the claim to the 0888 men that we bought of with all
the tools so you see we have done but poorly so far as noley is
concerned.
We have only about $40 now after paying our expences down here, but
I am not ready to give up yet, though I wil! not be able to send
Iome money as soon as I expected, the provision is so high in this
country that unless a man has uninterrupted good luck it 4{s hard
to srave anything, farmers and tradesmen in a general way stop all the money
Uncle William has given us a chance to make something sure this
winter and springlin which there is but little risk by farming. He has
40 acres fenced in and rails enough to make two strings of another
60 acre fleld. He furnishes our provisions, team, seed, etc. and Crusin
David goes in to help work and fence the balance and make a hand
in the crop, and they take each one share and James and I take
four shares which 1s thewhole, there being gix parts.
We ave broken up the contract existing between us and Barney and
James Hickerson for two reasons, one that they cught not to
have what U cle gives us and the other hetween ourselves is they
are not of age and consequently we could rot hold them to the
bargain, but this you rmust say nothing about, never let on how
we are doing. I have hired Barney and James Hickerson for one year to divid
is made clear of all expense equally between us four until eafh has
$600 and then I give them 5 per cent on all that is pade cver the $2,400.
Wheat is gawed here the last of January and barley in f"ebruary.
Wiheat averagaes 45 bushels per acre and barley 70 bushels and never
failes. Flour is now worth $16 per hundred at the mill gnd
barley 10 cents a pound , ¢ c. There isone man in the valley who has
160 gcres and has sold $120,000 worth off of it this year. There is a gpgat

deal raised here with but 1little labor.
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We will plant a garden so as to have something to sel early, the crop
will be finished jn August and then if we conclude to mine we will throw
up dirt in thedry season and wash it out next winter in the
early part of the wet sesson, a2s we expect to try and pe ready to start
home by the first of January.

If we can raise only two thirds as much as peorle say they raise and
get one third as much as things now are James and I will clear over
$3,000, but I think there is but little doubt we will make ygtyeen $3,000
and $6,000, We will gend you the rirst roney we get and it is likely
that we can send some $200 or $300 by June next and possibly sooner,

You must not tell any person what we are doing further than that we have a
profitable job here this winter. We pave a good ¢ rame house to 1 ve in
with a cooking stove and everything nece:-cary to make us comfortabla,
It 1s vyery healthy here, but I have no' seen a sick person
since I have peen at San Jose. In a word this is quige a pleasant
plac and T have no doubt but that we wil dowell. I should have
said that I received your second letter as I came down with my wagon contail
containing one from brother ‘homas dated August 8 and one from Eliz.beth to
James dated August 15th. You asked ggyeral questions in your letter
which zre mostly answered in my first letter bu. I will have
more tire in a week or two and then I will answer Thomas and
‘¥E8ward more fully.,
| For the present they hed better raise hogs, horses, cattle,
wheat etc., and use just such a team and wagon as they like and haul
to Quincy with. From the hest information I can get from men who
ought to know say that Veliurry took home about $189888d $2,000
besides some rotes to the amount of $1,500 or $2,000 n re,

Do the best you can at home and do not give your selves any ureasiness

abott us. We are doing very well and I will write often and you must do
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the same.,
We have regular preaching here and things appear something

like we were at home. I am in a hurry to put this in themail,
Direct your letters to San Jose, Calif. May God Bless us all while we
are saparata.

Farewell

D.L. Campbell

P.S. Sunday 27thh I have just returned from church. The
morning lesson was Ezekiel, 33rd Chapt. Texth 1lth verse,

D.LlCl
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No. 3rd

From D.L. Campbell San Jose Calife
MOI’lday, D'.-'- ® 9, A.Da 1850

to D.M. Campbell
Dear Father:

T once nore take an op ortunity to inform you that I am well
and in good spirits. I weigh 154 pounes which is heavier than I ever
weighed before and ten pounds than when I left the Statees.

Brother James has been sick as you will find from a letter written
to Brother Bhomas & Edward some two weeks since; James is now
well as ever he was, but is not stout yet, but his flesh 1is
gaining fart and he thinks will pe all the bpetter for it. The other
boys are well and getting out timbers for our fences.
The weat her is fine and pleasant. We pave had put 1little rain,
yet not enough to ditch to gdvantage; gut the gr ss oats and
mustard is coming up, and it looks fine indeed. I am at Uncle Charles'
in San J,se tonight. Brother James came in this evenlng, hé is getting
by me reading and our prospects look very flattering without which makes u
feel quite comfortable but still ye would like to know how you all are and
whether or not you are happy and contended, but we can only com end you to
Father in Heagen , believing that he will do all things for fhe
best; though we do not always pnderstznd his profidence but still we
ought not to complain for he knows beste.
T su: o0se that s#ith whgt little work I have been aible to do
besides attending cn Brother while sick would amount to near $150 but it
is not all collected yet but it is good. I am affraid that I shall not
be able to send yo much money socn, but I will try and send a little
sometime during the winter and next summer I think I will be able to
do something right handsome.
be contented and believe we will do all we can and you try and

make every edge cut , save all you can and we will do the same and wewilll

a1l +rv and eninv it toegether.
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Now for something pretty good, Uncle James of Oregon came down
here last Friday on his way to the Stote:. He 1s yery friendly

and I am very much pleased with him. He is Sorry we did not go to Oregon a
he thinks we could done well in money matters pecides taking a
claim. He insists on our going to Oregon to look at the country next
fall after he comes pack, which we may do if ye make "the hat full and
so. ething to spare."

He is going in to get an estate and see his friends if possible.

Cousin Benjamin Campbell wentlin last Spri g and is coming
ba ck next yezr across the plains with wome of the conrection.
" I told Uncle James about our situation at home concerning the

timber land and the cost against James, the old place, etc. He says
if he was at home he could fit it to our satisfaction and thinks
that he can yet arrange it if the river is open., He will go to see you
immnediately but if not he will prite to you to meet pim if possible
as he wil! have considerable toa ttend to. He expe ts to collect some
money for Wallace Finley who married Cousir Sarah and Cousin benjamin txd
several t ousand dollrs with him and from all there he thinks he can get enc
enough to pay for the $300 for the tinber land and cost for me and James ar
possibly more and I will pay then next fall, or knew that that much
money cannot be raised honestly by any means., Ifthat jprangement can be
effected and I have strong hoyes of it I will then be happily situated
so far as earthly things are concerned and bBelieve we could all live
comfortahly , enjoying rest for want of money having peace and plenty.

If Uncle James concludes to come back by land he may not be able

to come to see you and l'other, but if he comes by water he expects to
see you and go to ‘entucky , see Uncle Juhn and bring out
Uncle Charlesq ' family. I am in hopes he will be able to see

you all and make some srrongerents that will help us and

nat dndiima e
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We have not heard from Uncle Thoias for several months and he
was then sick, which makes us a littleuneasy about him, but ye
hope for the pest.

I think that by next swmner some of us will take a 1little round in
the Gold mines as we will pave our own provisions and it will not cost
us much and if we can make a gooe liaul we may work at it next
fall, but ,e will put in a large cropg this winter of wheat,
potatoes, beans, cabbage, onlons, etc. which wlll be sure to
turn us out a good pile of rLonsy,.

The mines are rot as good gs they formerly were and there never was
as tmuch clear nolrey made as people :épresented from the fact that the
expenses took nearly all the profits, but still ocnce in awhile a man
makes a handsome fortune, but nine of tendrink, gamble and spend money
foolishly , all of which we sgve.

Our oxen are picking 'up considerably, but I will not gell
them as they will be of service to me in hauling when they g et fate.
I have rot received any letters since your second but I have sent to
Sacramento City and think in a few days I shall have an answer by the
way of lettere. I have pot herd from Martha since the 27th of June.
I am very anxious to hear. This 4s py third letter to you since I came
in and one to Thomas & Edward. I have written two to Kartha and one to
Ir, FPruit. Say to Edward, Charles & Margaret to be good.,kind and
aflectionate one to another and abedient to you & Mother, do all
the good they can and nothing wrong. Lema: ber their Creator always and I ha
no doubt but they wil® find pleasure in so doing. Write to me about
eve ything you can think of,.

Give ny respects to lir. and lrs. lorey as wellas all
inguiring friends., I expected to send this by Uncle James but he left

here this evening before I was ready, so I will send this by mail

unless I should get a chance to send it to ‘him. Tell Mr, Mix to
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excuse me for my neglect as I have had so much to write that I forget
it., I called on D.G. Whitneyas I came from the mines but
could get nothing then., He gaid he would try and pay it this spring.
He has since com enced nerchandizing in Sacramento City and I think I will
be able to get it yet. Give lr. and Frs. Nix py respects, etec (Nix MNix)
Now Fathe , Mother, T omas, Edward, Charles, Margaret,
Hdariet, Wm. Leafddr and El zpbeth and John Sidney.
Farewell

D.L. Campbell

I Want you to go and see llartha if you can and see 1if she need
anything. 19 what you can for her and comfort one another, be

not distressed about anything.

Farewsll

D.L.C.
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To David pp Campbell Colupbia, Mo.
From Thomas C arnpbel Jan. 12, 1851

Mr., Campbell: Sir:
Yo r letter has come to han. I was much pliased to lurn that

your sons had landed in Cglifornia in good health and were well pleased
with the country. fhe longer the stay thare the will become more
pleaced as that is t e invariabel ase. If you coul get to
Califcrnla this year you would do well as property has fallen very much sin
I left that country.

I don't expect to return this spring. Joseph Lovel has moved to
Salane county for the purpo of going to Califonnia next spring
tho he and Mr. Finley ha eclined going and I suprose the will
never go and I suppose 1t is the he t for them not to start. If the
should start the haven't energay smfificient carrey them through and the
would dye on the road for want of it. Mr. Givian has no notion of
going, he is agfraild he will luse the proseads of one year's labor.

r. Norflesdt has declined goirg, he thinks h& would be unreligious to

go to Cal fornia,

Brother John ses he will gend two of his sons with me when I go
back and if the like the country and i1t a house then he will go .
He dos not say much about goilng but I can see from his arrangements
that he entends to go. In talking about his bisness he will say
that he ha. worked hard and long anuff for the papel of luhlenberg
County and if he stays thare he will have to worke all his life. Ag
California holds out the hest inducements he may nove to that cruntry

Robert h=ss sould ocut 'is tovern and is fixing for California in
the spring tho he wants to go by Watter , but is not entirely
abel to go that way. I wish you would wright fo him and get him in the
notion to cross the plans with you as that is much the best

way for a family to emigrate. The outfit will be worth twice the
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amount you pay for it , four when yoﬁ go by watter you get theare with emty
pockets and no outfit., That is Jjust the diflerance in going by land
and watter,

Your auld friend Thomas Mopprin went last spring with his family.
He got in in good time and order., Cole. Billey Willson of Ky. 1s going
out this spring with his family. Col. Willson when a young man lived 1n
Greenvill, When you wright to Robert direct your letter to Grenvill.
Ma 1s well Mary Duglass 1is at Norfleets this winter. I think the
emigration this year will be about sufficient for protection, pleasure

and comfort. Va tha Ann joins ,,e in love to you and all of the your family.

Thomas Campbell

NeBs Wright to me as sune as you sell your farm

L
L]
(S
-
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To David WM. Campbell
g No. 4
Frem David L. Campbell San Jose, Calif.,

Jan oell SEhs ADL 851

De-r Father:
I again inform you that Brother James and I jre well. James is
now able to work a little though rot as stout as he was pefore he was
sick, he weighed last Friday 186 1-2 pounds without his coat on. He is
much flesihr than ycu ever saw him and he is getting his strength
pretty fast. The last time I wa weighed I pulled down 157 1-2 which was so
three weeks since , so you se« I am gainirg. I am in hopes that we will
both get our healths well hefore we getréady to start back.
We have had but very little rain here yet, only erough to make
it good plowing. It 1s as pretty weather as you evér saw. We have been
plowing for EggUa or thres weeks past with our coats off, the
ground sca cely ever freezes over night. We have 17 acres of B-rley
that is up three inches high and six jores of whezt that is up;
we have thirty eight acres more brolie up ready to sow but the ground
is hardly as w:t as we would like for things to grow, besides 8 zcres
broke for potatoes etc. We have about thirty five acres to brake
yet. We have got along very fa:t .with our work since we got things
uncerway. We aqre fsrther along with our farming cperaticns than any .
other person arcund us. Mining is gqnite dull thiw winter, owing to the
fact that there is more at it than can find work and there has heen no
ralr to st:rt the branches so that they could get water tc wash the dirt.
Mining is ggtling to be a poor busines , in fact as soon as any busine
is found to be good , it is over run.
This is a fine climate and in some respects I would like to live
here. There is no cold pierceing winds, and no feeding of cgttle
and this winter it has been as fine weather as I aever seen and I am

fearful we will not have pain and mud enough to answer our purpose. Wood

is scarce, we have to haul our fire wood five or six miles and scarce
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at that, railes are hauled 10 or 12 miles out of the nountains. There we ge
redwood which is a species of wood between cedar and pine. It is the
prettiest timber to split I have yer seen, we have made ceveral hundred
posts and railes and never had an iron wedge, we split cuts six feet
through with the ax, but the valley 1s gettling up so fast that I
thirk that tiber will Be aliost impossible to come at in two or thres
years,

I have nothing nore to write that Ilknow ofe I have pecelved
no letters from you since we c:me down here. I want vou to write about
eve ything about the fzrm and country, whether Browning or
Richardson goes to Congress , eic. and ma love and ki dness abound in us

all FParewell

L. Campbell

P.S. I believe I have never yritten, but likely you have heard, that
Bill Harrison died on Feather river last February. His last end was

mise =ble. He expressed the same opinion of that company out here

that we had at home. I understood he said that they treated him bad across
the plains, they took his team, sold it, took the money and left him

sick %o éie without a dime in his pocket or a friend to assist him,

%e gave a man from !Missouri his note for $300 to collected out of his agtat
{for taking care of him.

DeLsCo
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To D.M, Campbell
& - Hoe 25
From D.L. Campbell
San Jose, California
Jan, 20 A.D., 1851
Dear Father
I again take an opportunity of writing to you . Brother James
and I are still in good health and hope these lines may find you in the
enjoyment of' the sams blessing.,
I have nothing new to write. I wrote wy fourt letter to you on the
13th inst. We have been plowing since then and haw3 upwards of
50 acres broke. We run two teams of two yoke of oxen each. The ground
is not very hard to barake when it is wet enough, but at present
it 1s 1ost too dry. We pave had very little rain here this winter
the valley here where we are fa ming is covered with black mustard, clover
and oats and in the fall looks like an old field. It hrakes up wery nice
and loose but is petter for one crop to plow it twice, so we expect
to plow a part of it over again this week and sow it in wheat, and the
balance we will sowin barleyl plant potatoes, onions, cabhages, etc,
We are getting along very well. Our red cow had a calf
800 a pgw days ago and I harralned her gway to the Rev. lir. Owens for
one hundred dollars tobe paid in llarch next, provided I meet with no
opportunity to sell per for ready mcney sooner. When I get that I
will gend it to you in a check,
We are now so busy_at our rarming that we have ro time to
do little jobs for money but when spring comes if things are flourishing
wewlll pe able to make something that wady as cur stuff will peed no
attending. It js the nost peaubiful weather here T have eve seen so far as
personal comfort is concerned, but 1t is too dry for our pusiness. We.
work with our coats off and often sweat while plowing . We JTe
all doing well and could pe well satisfied if w€ could make a 1ittle more

rgady money, but we caniot gnd so that is the end of it. If the season is
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anyways favorable I feel quite confident of do ng well next fall.
I cn assure you that we spend no time in idleness, we are
aﬁways in the field at sunrise and drive like we were obliged to finish tha
Drivs ahead at home to the best possible advantage and may peace,
prosperity and happiness crown our efforts,

Farewell

D.L. Campbell
P.S. I send this by a man going home who lives in Iowa, viz John

MeCutchen, Van Buren county, I pelieve,

D.L.C.

January 26th
Dear Father:

Since writing the fo regoing Uncle Charles received a
1 tte of the 20th of November, 1850, I received it on the 22nd &nkt.
from which I was glad to learn that you were all well., It surprised me
to learn from it that you were trying to sell to move to California and
as I have heard nothing from home since the 8th of August last I am
unable to say wheather it is ygst or not. I would be gl-d to hear wheather
anytiiing new has transpired to put you in that notion . From all I know
if we had that place we wanted to get and were all g~ttled
once we would Dbe as well fixed as any need for so fa r as living is
conc- ned, but then there are other things in the neighborhood that ,re
very disabreeable. If _e %ggg all here now or had heen here onse
year ago we megight have made an independant for une and got a good
situation to live, but this country has changed wonderfully since
that time, bul if you have sold and are rpeady to come, then don't pe
sorry but come on. California has pany good qualities and in some

things great advan=ges over Iklinois. I will _,ive you a short description

of 3t 58 far as I know.
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When we got to the Siefa levada IMountains I found them covered
with the finest kind of Pine timber gnd as we gradually ascend, the timber
ijncreased in size and hight, when we got near the sumnit we found a
species of pine called fi, and some timber called Rgdwood which is
rather between pine and oggaT and grows very large. It ;s the finest timber
to split I have gyer s en.

All this cou try is wery broken and stony. Untill we got within 30
miles of Sacramento City where we found a level plain covered in places
with small stones. It is jald to be very beautiful in the springsetel
a wet season. This 1s not good farming land exéept close to the Sacramento
River which is on the west side and the American River which runs through
it east of the Sacramento River.

Sacramento City is about a half mile below the forks of the
Sacramento River and American River, on the east side; we tyen keep down
the vélley passing through strips of oak ti ber which is of but
little use except for firewood and the land ,ots better. After qrossing
two small streams we finally reach Stockton, distance from Sac'amento
City 65 miles. This is close to the Bay and near the San Joaquin River.
This part of the country night be cultivated to some extent if a
sufficiency of timber could be procured. From Stockton across the
River of the San Joacuin and its valley a distance of 30 miles
there is bﬁt 1ittle farming landj; but it is fine for pasture near the
river; then 15 wmiles over the mountains they are cov red with oats;
then a valley of 15 iiles covered with oats and clover

Here I gaw the fattest cattle I have ever seen. This has some

tolerable farning laﬂd but scarce of timber, then 10 miles over mountains
covered witl oats as thick as the oats fields in the States and then we get
into the valley of San Jose. This Tvalley begins at the lower end of the

Bay and runs south about 40 miles amd then (as I am informed) the mountains



42

come close together for a short distance and then widen out and conti ues
on down the Coast fer several hundred miles,

One part of this valley runs up the West side of the Bay of
F

Zest and the Pacific Ocean though there is a valley six or eight miles

San “rancisco. There is a range of mountains hetw en this valley on the
wide frém0> between the mountains and the Ocean. The Valley of San
Jose is about 30 miles wide. San Jose is near the center and eight
miles south of the Bay. It contains between 2 and 5 thousand inhabitsance a
is the seat of government. The valley is fine farming land dmrd is
covered thick as 1t can stand with black mustard, clover and oats,
1 have seen 10 thousand acres as thick set with oats as if i1t had been
sowed. People say they raise 46 or 50 bushels of wheat, 70 to 100
bushels of parley, 2 to 4 hundred bushels of potatoes and other things
in proportion, except for corn, it 1s not good for that, one thing they
have no good seead.

As to the climate it is just as fire as you could desire. The
days are not very warm, but for a short time, an' the nights are cool.
It i80generally rains thr3e or four months in the winter, but not so much
but what a person can work the greater portion of the time. This
winter it ha- been uncommonly dry, there has been but two rains
and the ground is row very dry. I am fearful that there will :ot he
enough to make it a good crop year. The land here is very rich and
nust undoubtedly produce well. A pan can live pere on very little ground
and but 1little labor as it is not necessary to lay up anything for his
stock, there being plenty all the year around growimg wild. There are
more cattle here than any place you have ever seen, but the
Spanish cattle are rot as good as the American cattle.

There are but few hogs and what is have to be kept up as tirber

is too scarce to fencea against them. There is gpppreely any timber in

the valley, it is all brought from the mountains west of it, and 1t
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Write everything you can thinlt of and if youn still want ©to come next year

James and I can bring you over so handy you would Be surprisede

(The letter above is a portion, four pages of an 11 page
letter mentioned later on. lLowever, the other pages are missing
but judge the material im this is covered pretty well by the

letter to Edward Campbell dated Januvary 28, 1851.)



