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Dear Mr. Wathens ¢

The Reclamation Committee of the Yakims Chamber of Commerce re-
cently held a mecting with firrvigetion leaders from the Yakime Reservation
snd the Ahtanun Velley concerninz the report embracing the possible divere
sion from the Klickitat River made in Januery 1940. The mecting wes uncii-
moug in its desire that we obtain from you information comcerning the status
of this project commonly known ap the Klickitat Project and whether or not
it is included on the List of projects for development immediuteiy follow
ing tie war. Your Mr. Ersfeld wus present at this méeting.

It was our understending that the Kidckitet Projeet was on the
postwar construction list, but we are snxious to determine just what pomi-
tion it holds in that respect. That 15, is it a project that can be given
immediate considerction or is it so fdr down tde lime thet ite comstruction
would be extended to the distant future? It is also desired that you udvise
if it would be necessery to obbtain furtier duta coveréd by an additionsl
appropristion by Congress before the project would be placed in the position
for plans and specificetions for construction work.,

Horeover, the 1940 report smphesized tne necesagity of o power
development in connection aith the proposed project and mentioned awale of
power at the rete of two end ome-half milip per kilowatt hour at the switeh-
board. At the time of the 1940 wreport, did your office determine the con~
struction cost per acre for the irrijution of the new lend in the Toppenishe
Sinco ares, and the construction cost per acre for the supplementel sapply
for the Ahtanum ar fihethier or not this wee done, our commitiece 1s very
anxious to kmow shat ¥ié construction cost would be without the power devole
opment,
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nembers of the latter committee that it would desire to off'er its cooperstion
in obtaining favoreble agtion for the construction of the Kilckitet Froject.

Therefore 1 shall appreciste your advising me at your very earidest
convenlonce on tie matters in shieh we arc interested in comnection with thise
project and such other factors as you deem expedient. We roecognise, of course,
that the estimates included in the 1940 roport do not reflect the incressed
costs of material end labor reptly prevalent, but we do feel thet sn immedi-
ate considerstion of all of actore should be underteken in order that
the project, if entirely feasible, ashall be placed in position for eariy devei-
opmente ;

Your cooperation in this matter wiil be genulnely eppreciated and
with kindest personal regards, I am

Very sincerely yours,




