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Washington, Yct, 22,1661, Yenersl u.C. tieigs, auerterasster general
U.S. Army Washington

Generael: J have tho hoior to roport thet immeciately on the receint
ofyour énstructlons of the 7th instent ! proceeded to the Put-in-Bay
“glands, in Lake *rie, with the view of selk cting one of them for
a depot of prisoners of wer, and th following is theresult of ny
ex'nination:

On th- steamer -sl'n’ Queen whirh is encazed in the trade of those
islands 7T nasse | arcund the outer ones known as the Jorth and Middle
Sags, and passed the night at Put-in-"ay on South Yass islwﬁd

N rth “Yass is abcut a m'le scross in any direction; has up n it
su’ficient clrared préund for a depot o aedlby @ifferent persons wio

are engaged in cultivatiig the soil and fish wic as T ant informed

NZ,
would not be will ng to glve up thelr Tarms, ?be boat did rot stop long
enoigh for me to co sult them, But tte positlion of the lelend I s siuch as

to meclude *‘ts occupation Rmx as & depot. Lt s énly four or

ive miles from the nesrest of the Canads islands, the bourd ary lines
being midway bet.een them, which would afford & too invitiae opportualty
for their friends to attempt their rescue, “esldes belng so remote
from the mainland 'nd beinzg almost entirely cut of " from communication
with it for weeks or even months at a time during the wintep 1t would
be necesgsary to confine the ' risoners within 8ecuie ﬁalls oraihe
guard would have to tobe confine: within a very defensible work to
insure th& the prisoners sould at no tiwue overcome them and make
the ir escspe into Canada. lrurtner the island is so dis tant from
bandusky j. the neareét port, that it would noct be possible before

the navigation closes to erect the neces.ar quarters, hosptal,

store nouses etc, which the depot would r-quire.



Middle fnss, which 1s a mile withn theouter island has all the
objections to it which apply to Ngrth fuss, besides I ving no sultable
cléared lanéd upeon 1te <% re;aiued in Put-In-"ay till the next morning
and visite  the only rround which seemed available for the purposs,’

On the northwest point which forms the buy there is s acewiich by
including some timbersd land ébont ten acres may be ¢ut off by a fence,
... he point 1s cold, bleak iz winter, exnposed to all prevailing viinds...
ther st of ‘he island, fam lies plantcd vineyards whidh vield at he
rate of 200 to w400 a yenr andthey could not he induced tor ent their
farms. ...‘

Fut in Pay is twenty-fourmiles from “andusky, too fer distant....

On the followirg mornin; = proceeded to Kelleyjs Is1and where
- remained a day, “his ‘s@and ! the lers st of the group and is
e tensively culti-ated in grapes being occupie d by about 100 femi ies.
fbern Aa ohly twn ocations on the island which s een adanted to the
pirpcseessthis lan’ coulc be obtained for +250 ayesr inclndin: the use

of the wood for fuel (from downsd trees)

§

hore is anoth r trect on the soithwest polint of the igland of
thirty to forty asres very suitable, except that 1t would ha&- to
bi inclosed on three ides..“ greater difficulty is that it is adjoining
large vineyards an< a wi e anc brandy est-blishment whida I fear would
he too great a temptation to the gusrd to bs overcoms By any senuse of
right or fewr of pun’shmeat, *his ground can be had for 5 per scre.

“he peorle "he live on th!s island are ~ery willing to do all
inheir pow-r to serve the Yovernment thistime, even at some sacrifice
to th mselves, but . would be very reluctant to advise them to receive
éven wall digseciplined tr cns on their island with such powsxful and

Oy e
convenient i ducements. ‘his island is twelve miles fram “andusky and tB
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though there ray be enough of the season le”t to gise time for the
erection of the bulldings iand ™ tting out a gupply of stores forthe
winter 2t is very,doﬁbtful m&t ter--barely possible, ‘_"'nring the winter
months the mail 1is carried over generally twice a week by a man much
exp rienced in such matters who & most of the time obliped to use a
boat which he hauls over the ice when it is atrong enough und in
wnich ho crosses the open placocs.

I cmiot advise t herefore th: an zttempt be made to establish
a depot on any one of the rut-In-Bay islands this mter, and there
are gerious obJections tot heir being occupied for this purpose, at
any time., Kelley.s Island, which may bc consldersd one_of *%he ’group,
is only four o» five milss from the necrest Pritish lsland cslled the
Fast S ister,

*‘5ay oppositet the city., It is

1 examined also an islaad in @andusky
two and bhree quarters miles froum tha city and on the other side
it is & full mile from the mainland. it contains about :30 acres
one half of Xw& which with the privilege of usins the fallen timber
as fuel can be leased for ¥'00C a yesr with the entire cofltrol 'of the
remainder of the island, soc that no person would be 8 ramitted to lanrd
on t except by permission. *here are soue forty acres of clesred land
affording a {(@o86 site for the bui_dings froantine on the wa;er tovward
the city, +ts nearness to the ciiy zlves great fucilities Tor
building and furnishin supplles and it 1s accessible at all seasons
of the year.

The only objection te it is tha it is too 1ittle 1solated, bub this
maybe yremedied by so inclosing the ground occupied by the priscners
as to confine them there sRcept wnen they go out by permission,

lhe cost of such a work would be much less than for anyv similar wok

on any of the outer islands and 1s of very l!ttle greaster extent.



The proximity of the c ity woulad pfevent any pogsibility of a rising
upon the guard, and if aﬁy vere to escapre the neighborhood., gould
be pkx mk put on the lookout for themi by the dk:éhzrgin; of a
cannon and their recaptu e woulc be almo:! certain. 1 recommend this
island--Johnson's .sland--as decid dly the best 1l ocation for a depot
that L have seen,

I visited Toledo also but 1%. of fers no desirsble situation, and thinking
that Dcagborn Argonsl might be mafe available forthe winter L+ visited .
it also; but it is too linited in its ex{ent end is too closely -
surrounded by privae Landlto be.a suifable place.

A covenlent tract of land nay be obtained near Cleveland at w8
per acre and the bni*dings can ie arected at perhaps a l1lecs cost than

at Sandisky, but the _ocatiog 8 ohjectionablie on scc nt of beiag inland
and too0 engy of access to vigﬂtors.

In order to form an estimate -of the cost an’ tluwe necessary to
establégb 8 cdepot | b o & cumed thet one-story wooden buildings framed
covered with shingles, ceiled overhsad, and for officers all sround, with
upright weatherbrardi g bsttened would he most suitable and economical,
£ bui ding 105 fect long, 24 e feet broad with 9-fooi walis, divided
into three rooms, deated by two stoves in ewch room, would accom odrie
180 men md would cost "300, # building 112 fget lon 29 feet.wide
contains 12 rooms 14 x 16 divded 1 to groups of four rooms by hells,
would quarter 48 officers and could cost *1;100. It would lessen the
cost somewhst to put up two or three buildings of these dimensions
to ether and if they could be built two stories high, it would still more
dim'nish the cogt, "ith these éstimates s the guicde the cost of £l 1 the -
buildingss can be ap roximeted, # hospitnl, gtore-houses axd ki'chen
will be required and probably mess-rooms &8s there will be scant

A o to .
rocm for esting in the quar ters.  he vicinity oX “andusky of Johneo, 13
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Isgand would render it unﬁenessary to have large store-houses

on the. 1slend. On the outer island st es for‘three months wuld have
to be kept on hand for the wintewp, |

“ora depot on Johnson 35 islend 7 would suggest a substantial phank
fence to inclose the ground on three sices,a high open pickéting closing
the fourth toward the water for cseeurity in winter time. “ zate at one
of the angles “h a blockhois suff chntly large for the -uara. #
gnall blockhouse also at the angle near the water’to gpuard that front
Sentinels\shou d be nosted at suitable points around the inclosure on
eleveted platforms so thayx that they could overbook the inside grounds,
The quarters. for thetror-s in charge should be cw&éﬂie.

Sandusky 1s a cheap and abundent market for lumber, and =~ have

consulted w’'th an experienc @ builder there who will - ive any
required security to put up seventesn bu’ldings of W& the kind T have
described by the 10th of Hecember and at : he cost ~-h#ve named,
adding the cost of deliverine the lumher on the island,

The guard for the depot should consist of 100 to. 150 men. Cne

ficer and ebout thirty men would bz regiirsd daily for guard sorvice,
anc the & v shoupld bve performgd in the strictest manner. Both
blockhouses should be armed with a small howitzer on a suitsble cariage
and canister smmunition. # gumd-boat would be regiiced at all times
when the b'y is free of ice. A

The prevalence of stormy wosther & this season of the year glong
the lake shore vould gre-tly retard the work, and I doubt if the necessary
oulldings could be erected before the 1lst of ianunry. lhough I propose
to heat the rooms w:th stoves, yet brick ch'mneys would be reiuired
for them , and brick furnaces or fireplaces would be needed in the -

kitchen., I am etc. W. Hoffman, Lieut Col, Eighth +nfantry,

Commissary General of priscners.
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(First Endorse ent )

Quartermaster - eneral 's Yffice, Yct. 23,1861 ‘eapectfilly

(34

. = 1
are. 1t is regwmended thé& Johnson s

1]

referred tu the Secretary of

<sland, Sandusky “ay, be rented and buildings for the accomiodations

ofil,OOD prisoners be erected immedlately, and that First Lieut R,

%, H.Resd, Tighth Infantry,now on varole, be detailed as actlng as:ishant

gquartermaster and commlssary of subsistence for the depot,.

M., Yeigs, quartermaster genseral,

(Fecond fndorsement)
Rd jutant-Yenersl's office Oct. 26,1861
Resﬁ:ctfully returned te th vartermaster-® aerel'x with

information th:t the “ecret ry of VWar ap rove of the recomiencations

in the within rcporﬁ anc directs him to take such measures as may bs

ne cessary forhaving then ¢ rried into execution. I.. Thomas,

: G
Adjutant- ‘eneral

(Tr:rd 1ndorserent)

Resprctfully returned to the £djutant-General with request to order

Lieutenant Rerd, Tighth Infantry, to report to Colonel Hnffman as

acting assistunt quartermaster and commissary of the depot. Yolonel

Hoffman is now in New York.
M.C. Melzs gm general

(inclosures}

Dstimate fordepot bu' ldings at Johnson s JIsland, Sandusky “ay

Quarters fecr elght officers w1,800
5 cookine stoves for officers 150
12 comuon stoves 140 -

4 t.o story buildinzs, to quarter 1,000 men(1,080 men) at ¥1,800
apisce, each building to a cco mods te 270 men wlth sleepling and mess room, $BC

¥5,600,
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12 cooking stoves at #500 $600
36 common stoves at ¥12 432
hospitpl ‘ 1,100
1 cooklag stove 50
6 common stoves 72
quartes for musrds 1,000
2 cookinz s toves 100
6 common stoves ' 72
“lockhouse fordaily guard w500
séore house _ 1,060
Eencing 400
Sudl blockhouse | 200
Outhousses - 500
Work on fencing etc 500
Miscellansous 5,000
19,218

. Hoffman, lisut col eighth infentry,.
comiissary genersl of prisoncrs
£dd to the above
Quarters for 200 officer -risoners $5, 000
¥eis rooms andkitchens for cofficer prisohers 1,000
10 cocking stoves 300

50 common stoves 780
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Waer of “rbecllion, Series II, ‘ol III, prisseners of “ar p 123
hA3jutant-General's Office
"ashington, October 29, 1861
Lieute Yol. William Eoffman, Eighth =nfantry .S, Army Yo. 30 Clinton
Yiace, W.Y. ‘
Colonel: I, reply to yourletter of the 2€th instant . am d;ufctea to

gay the a rsguisltion has beem made on tho G

overnpr of Ohio for a
select company of volunt ers for service as =2 gqard'for the depot of

prisoners of war near “andusiky, and that he “as been requested ‘o confer
with you 1in regard to the eppointment of officers and the selction of
men for this important trust, In accordancd «ith your request

authority is granted to you to provide such cloth'ng and bedding as

may be absolutely necesssry for the comfort and health of the prisoners,.

I an c¢oloriel atc.,

L. Thomes, acdjutant genor:le

Pe 124
Execntl e Depar tment, Columbus, Ohle, Yov. 1,188l
Hon Simon Yameron, gecreturry o f "ar, ¥Wash D,C,
“err Sir:; 7 have the honor to acknowledge the rcceipt of your letter

13 1

of the 29th ultimo in reply beg to say the 1 will cheerfully ¢ omply
with your re uest to raise for service of ﬁhe United ® tates & select
com any of volunteers for duty as a cuard for he de ot for the
prisoners of war socut © be established mert Pandusky 11 th s State.
+t will rive me pleasure to consult with “olonel Inffman in regard to
the apnecintment of offlc ers and the sel ctlion of men for th duty, and

will delay all action in respect to raising the company until L may

see him. How soon wlll b@R  he bas heras? “espectfull, yours W, lennison,



O0fficer Comiissary =Yena el of Ppisoners, *ew York C'ty “nve 1,188l

L:gut -.w,H, Reaé¢, “ighth infentry, % Troy, W.Y.
Sir:lﬁaving boen desirnated as quartermaster md commissary of the
depot of prlsoners o. wear about to be‘estpblisbéd near Sandusky, Ohio
you will proceed imiediately to thatcity and @@’ await further orders,
: %, Hoffman, Lieut ol Tignth Lnfantry, Somiigst onarr Gen
of prisoa rs.

Ps 129
Orfice Crm issary—f.weral of Pr'soners, Paadwsky; Chieo, Nov, 10,1881

Col, . Symington, commandin: #llegheny #rsenal, Pittsburg , PA

C-lonel: i am erectbing as port of the depot for prisoners of « ar

ﬂsqf the city ¢ tlock nouges wh!ch I propose to arm with a 12-pounder
how?ever each., I propose to mount fhe gun on a casemnate carringe

w’fk chassis, orof that style such as 1 bellee are rade by the Ordnance
Denartmet , sc arranzed that thé gun @ay be t ransferred from one port

" hole to another. “iliyou be kind enozh to give me the dimensions of such
a carrisge with a 1ittle plan of it, if it is not too much trouble,

"80 thet [ mav be able tc fix on the dlmensicns of the bui?diégs? I am
ete, W, maffrai, Lievt, gol. Eighth Inf ntry Yomnissary-Genersl of
Prisonera.

n 135

Officer Comnigsarv-Yenersl of prisonsrs, Sandiusky. Ohio, “ov 15,1861

u _
enersl M,0, Veipgs, quartermaster-genersl J.5, Ariw,"ashington, D.C.

bk = il §

Geacrsl: I have the hoior to inclose her with the lease (omitted)

“or the land to be occupied on Johnqu's island forthe depot of
prisoners of war; also the contrach (omnitted) s&nd bond fort ne erection
of the bul dinzs, all nadeundef uy airectdon. Some Little additional
expoense hg- bee  put on the buildin-s to nake them iore suitable

-~

for winter climate and L have a lowed the contractors Y1.500 tn
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cover the increased exnensé of erecting the buildings on the islang,
an amoﬁnt which seems to me only reasonable. The quartérs for the
of icers who are prisoners w ll accommnodate 256 persons, one =-{ourth
more than oﬁ my estimate, and haw four small rocms and two large
rooms in easch bulldl w “or w ssrooms and “itchens,.
“#11 the quertews with thehosp tal, store and block-house an (the
fencing wihich on xzhe account of tﬁe character of the lumber will
.2 Cost m re than I expected will glwe a total cost of less than ¥28,000,
énd there can be Littla doubt that WSO,COO w 11 cover &8 ° continsencies,
I also inclose a plen of ths arrsngement of the bulldings on the
ground., In t 6 two lines of bullidin s for prisoners there are
sites for two additlonal buildings forofficers and two. for soldiers
besides ground for a t i.d 1iie if mors room should be fequlrad. A
site is alsc selected for *he com anding of ficer's quarters if it
shoul bothought advisable to order a major to comuand, as I hiank will
be found toc ha absolutely 1ecessar§, and a site for another bullding
if wmore dquarters should be reqiired fer the guard.-rhe pnie dlock to be
erected for the gusrd will guarter two comnaniss of sight-four men eache

The plat contens only part of the cleard ground and is less thsn.one

ct
jo)
Pt

hird of the iand lewsed, Much of the lumber is slresdy on the ground

.an® the work ig chﬁres;ing'raﬁidly. The contrectors are ener?etié,
réliable men and .ill complete the work in 'hs le:sst nnssivle time. I

gave tihe~ until Yebrusry 1 because crcumstinces m ght.reduce it bevond
tholr po&er to f ulfill the contract t less time but I am satisfied if

the weather !s fevo . ble they v 17 do i% wibhin that time.
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office Commissary -“eneral of Prisoners, Uolumbus, Ohio,ﬂec.-17,1861

Governor William Dennison, Governor of Ohlo: Sir: I am suthorized
by the adjutant-general of the Army to call on you for an additional
om any of select men to makeup the guard for %he depct of prisoners
of war at Sandusky. I am also authorized to ask the appol: tment of a
major to command the guerd, and to £:11 tre position I respeztfully
reduest , if it meets your approbatlon that Mr. William S, Pierson of
Sandusky, might be appoint=d....Mr. "lerson has no exmpe rience in
military matters nor can we expect to find one who has possessing the
other necessary qualifications who 1is not now engaged in duties of greater
or equal importance, but he has the ability and the ambition to fit
himself for all t heduties of the office ....
'y, Hof ‘man
Lisut. “ol. Ligith Infantry Comtissary-General of Prisoners

e p 171

office “omnissary-Genersl of Prisoners, Sandusky, December 28,1861
Maj. w.S. pierson, Oh o Vo unteers, Sandusky, ohlo
Maj or: Having been.com-issioned by the gowrnor of Ohio es ma jor of the
battalion of volunteers now beilng raised as a guard for the depot of
prisoners of war on Johnson's “sland you wl 1l bn the first proximo assume
command of the dp t and take all neceszary measures for the orgen'z ation,
discipline ard instruction of the companies as the men arrive., You will
also as far as practicsble give such &8ss tance to the quar termaster
by men on e tra or dally duty as he may re uire in completion of the
work.now in progress, being -overned by Army regulatidns in making

the detdls.. s (A, ffman)
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p 196

Orrice “omniss onaryuﬁeneral-etc,
New York City, Jenuery 17,1862
Dr. C.A. Finley, surgeon-zeneral U.S. Army, +vashington D,C,

Sir: I am authorized by the adjutant-general t employ a private
physiclan to attend the troops and prisoners at the depot of prisoners
or war re v Sandusky, and asit will take some time to find a suitable
person I respectfully request in order to avoid inconvenient delay that
bdrg. R.S. Satterlee, medical purveyor in this city, may be d4di ected
to firnish such redicines and hospital stores for the depot as he may
deep requisite for a com-and of 1,000 men for six months, vigz,
two companies of = hundred méen each with nine commis=ioned officers
and ® 600 to 800 prisoners. The location i1shealthy and I apo® dop't
apprehend much sickness,

The mphaician who attends the depot must live on the island end I doubt
if any campetent person cen be found to accebt the place on the
compensation which the regulations allow, ¥80 a month wl t out other
allowance, whatever, not even fuel and quarters.

1l am etc (Hoffman)

p 239
Sandusky, Oh o, February 4,1862

L’apt. =

« Myers, assstant quartermaster,'volumbus s Ohilo
Captain: Can you furnish blankets for the depot of prisoners of
war to be used by prisoners on my requisition? ‘ery e tc,

(Hof fman )

p 269
Davenport, ®eb, 17,1862
Hon James #, Grimes, U,S. Senate: Three thousand prisoners can bekept

here at 16 cents aach per day. Government furnishing wu ding,
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p 284
Hew York City Fevb. 19,1862

Maj. .S, Pierson, commanding pepot of Prisoners of Yar, “andusky, Ohio
Major: Yours of the 15th w!th Doctor W odbridge's accept ance of the
appointment of medical of ficer at W® the depot at flOO per month is
just received. I send a telegram to you requesting you to emp.oy him
immec iately. Ma e a contract with him according to Form 18 medicsl
regulations s;e cifying that he !8 to receive the fuel and quarters
of an assistant surseon.

When I retum té “andusky L will & fbvathe contract and forward
it to th: Surgeon “eneral, If L should not return ~ou c¢m forward
it as having been made by my order.

#hile the men are suffering with the mumps it maybe well to quarter
some of them in the officers' block nearest to the gate, north side, In
the inslscwme.

(Hoffman)

. p 317
New Ygrk City february 24,1862
General M.C. Weigs, quartermaster general U.S.Ammy “ashington D.C.
Yeneral:I have the honor to report that the depot isnow ready to
receivée a limited number of prisoners, say 500 to 600. *he guard 1s not
yot completely armed not having receivdd revolvers, nor is it
suffic¥ ntly instructedto take charge of a large number of prisoners., The
crossing to the 1sland 1s uncertsin Jjust nowon account of the
breasking up of the ice in thetﬁay,t)ut it camot e interrupted over
a day or two. I return %o bandusky this evening and ﬁil] repobt from

there (Hof fman)



14 p 321
Quartermééter General's Office, “ashington, Februery 25,1862
Lieut. “ol. w. Hoffman , commissary gener+l of prisoners, New Yokl
“olonel: You are directed to visit such posts on the lake where
propellers are m st used as you may deem neﬁassary to make a personal
examination ahd comparison in order to secure a proper guard-bost for
the use of the Sandusky depot in accordance with the gFequest contained
in your letter of the 18th inétant.

etc M.C. Meigs, guartermaster

p 327 (226)

Officer commissary general of prisoners, Sandusky, Ohio ‘eb. 26,1862
General 4.0, Meigs, quartermaster general U,S. Army Vashington D.C.
General I have the honor ?o acknowledge the receint of vour
instructions of the 25th by teiéuraph and I shall nroceed imuedlately
to carry them out,

The crossing to the 1sleand today is very unsafe andif the mild
weaﬁhar continues in two or threr daysthe ice will prbbably be all out
of the baye In this uncertaln state of things I would advise that no
prisoners be sent nere till they cin be orossed on a steam-boat; one will
be recdy to receive them as sokon as thelake is free of ice. The
revolvers
pegpbiers have not yet been receiwed nor the lanterns whidh 1 ordered
in New York City for lighting the prison inclosure and it wuld be safer

to have these articles on hand before prisoners are taken charge 6f .
1 wish tobe present when they arrive, mmd therefore sugrest that none
be ordered here until my r tum., The delay will give tlme for further
Instructions to t he guard which is much needed,
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I postponed the erection of quarters for the cor anding officer
during the winterowing to the inoclemency of the weather and the greater
exnense, ané I propose now to erect a bulilding on the plan of those
already erected which will accommodate the major and doctor. In the
ex-ectation of havin~ to receive a large number of prisoners at the depot
I propose also, unless you direct otherwise, to pu’t; up en aéditional
build ng for the guard which #ll give more roor;x for the guard as it is
and admit another company if found necessary as probably will be the cse.

The building occupied by theguard wes not mkks intended for 200
men and 1t 1s too much crowl!ed in warm weather,

These barracks being erected at this more fevorable season of the
- year and with some chm ges which cen be made to advantaze cen be put
up at less expense than those bullt in the winter.

Ma jor Pierson will tele graph to you if he is resdy to receive
the prisocners before my return.
m position as comuissary general of rrisoners has never been
announced to the Army, and in order that mv authority might not be
recognized merely through cour esy on the 7th of December last 1
requested thd the Adjutant Cenersl would notify those in charge of
prisoners of war of my appointment and the extent:of my‘authority, ife
am rot aware that smy such notice has been given, and to avoid
embarassing conci‘iict of authority I desire to call yourattention
tc tke subject in the hope that what is proper in the case willbe
done. . (Hof fman)

p 345

Sandusky , :Iﬁarch 53,1862 to Melgs
General: I find that there is a grester number of sick than I
anticipated\ andtto provide for them and for any further demand I

propose to erect additional :ccommodations for the sick inside the

L IR R s
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inslosure, as the nEkuexX nature of the ground will admit of , the
buildinss to be of the s me plan, slightly enlarged, as thos« alresdy up
but much less expensive. J'Eey nesd only be prepared for summer use, and
even forwinter they may be made very comfortable at considersble less °
cost than the: we have.
if prisoners must be confined in an open camp my imprgssion is that
they cen best be ept on the island by simply extending the west fence
across to the water on t he north side of the island and estublishing a
cemp for prisoners on one-slde of the fence and for the guard on the
other.side. “uvarding the circuit of‘ths island by small boats relieved
every two or four hoirs would be less arduous then keeping up s
chain of sentinels about a camp on the mainland. For'this plan a
propeller would beindispensable,
I expecttc return to Chicego on or before the 10th and would be
glad to Eave your insiructions on these points at t hat time,
" (Hoffman)
p 3786
“ashington, March 13,1862 3
Yol. W. Hoffman, “andiusky, Ohlo:
Direct your Quartermaster of @ isoners to have steamboat ready to

transp rt them to the island,
M.C. Meigs

~andusky, Marchl3,1862
Yeneral M.C. Meigs...Telegram of this day received. Iw ant the order
for movzment of prisoners‘to nass8 thm ugh me to »revent delay.
(Roffman)
390
Sandusky , March 19,1862

Gonersl 1. Thomas, a?jutant generel, U.S. Army, "ashinéton Dot
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Si1r: Arran:ements are being male to ersct barracks for 3,000 to
5,000 prisoners at thils depot and as additional gmard wlll be necessary
1 respectfully request aut ority to call on Governor Tod of Ohio
for a third com~anye. It will be a month or six .eeks before the company
cen be or-anized snd by that time thedepot will be ready for the
reception of a large increase of prisoners over the num er now
nrovided for {Hoffman,

pe 408

Columbus, Ohio, March 28,1862
“gjor.General Halleck

1 advise@ as a measure of safety that 250 of the
prisoners of war, officers, at Yamp “hase be sent to Johnson's +sland,
Sandusky,

David Tod, governor of Ohlo
p. 410

“ar Department, “ashington, MHsrch 30,1862
19 pxcellency pavid *od, “overnor of Ohio:
I have delayed giving instructions in regard to t he mrisoners of war
at Yam “he'e until the views of Gov ernor Johﬁson could behad.
EOnsi erable difference of opinion exists In rele ion to the subject.

- The rebels have violated an acreement for exchange mvdé with Jeneral
woole. In the meantime there is much complai t of the license permitted
the rebel officer at Camp “hase, Yeneral Halleck has been directed to
correct the evil. By general reguiations the commander of the
department has charge of the prisoners. Edwin M. Stanton, secretary of

Ware



W/ 416

Burfalo, “#pril 2,1862
General Melgs
General: I am her e looking for a steanboat or propeller for service
at the depot at “andusky, au being not far from “ew York I propose
to be in that city for 8 fo days. As my dut¥s are now almost exclusively
In the *“est [ would be gléd toc move my headquarters from New York to
‘Detroit, a cert rcl position convenient to all the camps where there
are prisoners of war, and T respectfully ask for ord-rs accordingly
s 8tc. (H,ffman)
p 433
(Note atpp page Anpril Rk 8,1862 For fepr ts, corresronden® etce. 3
relating to the capture of island wWo. 10 sec Series I, Yoo VIII pe76
et seqe )
columbus Ohio, April 8,1862

G nersl Halleck;

Twenty six field anc staff officers, prisoner of war,
left this morning for B rt #mgymax Warren., ~t 18 very important thab
at least 200 more of the most dangerous should be trams ferred to
Johnson's I1sland or elsewhere., Please let me now what we may expect.

David 1~d, Governor of ohto
saint Lou's, April 8,1862

Governor Tod, Columbus, Ohio: T ansfer such of the prisoners of war
as yc may deem proper to Johnson's island and mals provision for
g8 rding them, i shall not be able afler tomorrow morning to

com unicate with you forseversl days. H.', Halleck, major general,

p 436
Office “Yom issary General of FPrisoners, Yew York, A-ril 9,1862

General M,C. Welgs, U.S. Aray quartermaster Cenersl “ash D.C.
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Gene*-al; In reply to yoﬁrletter of the 2nd inst, (Not found but see
March 26, p. 405)1 hévn the honor to state that the lateness of the .
season renders it neces ary that the buildings to be erected on Johnson's
Lsland shoild te ¢ t up with the lecst possible delay, and 1 was induced
to gi e the cntrac t to Messrs Gregg‘&' West upon the assurance of many
p ersong in Sandusky tha they were men of energy , integrity end means
end bet' r qalified--ir. Yregs parttcularly--for thdkind of wérk than
any one &n that part of the country, and that I m ght rely upon their
carrr'ng out their contract faithfull. fher'e. was no time for me to
draw up plz;ms~ and smcifications 'nd give p blic notice for proposals,

I was not disap;:-' inted in t he men., *he w rkws pushed to

copletddn with unusual cnerazy énd success within the tlme fixed by
the contfact, and in a manner tha.t is to me perfectly satisfacotry.

In some placss the roofs have leaked a littls,but this has been
‘or will be corrected by the contructors,
«s.When work was berun I was in hope that much of it might be done
by the lahor of the men of the -*.,uard‘ but it was imp ssible to
carry this out as adl the work was completed by the contractors long
before the guard was orga._uized. Not a cent was paid to t he until
w_éeks after the work was finished and they "had to provide merns for
paving t helr mechaalcs as the work prr-*_:r'esséd.

fefore nmakinz a rangements for continuing the work this spring 1 was
anxious to take the couurse that would lead to the best economy of
time and money, end w' ‘le I was waiting for & reply to a refersnce of
the matter of *he 4 artermaster General 1 PrdPddd prepared a notice
calling for proposals which L laft at the p inter's of fice ready for

use in case that course was declded o-, but was informed by the gqm that
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reduction of 10 per cent on the o0ld prices under the existing contracts
would be satisfn tory and the notice as not published. The reduction
findl 1y agreed upon w2g not much short-if any of 25 per cent...

I heard of but one other p rson who wo uld be likely tobidf o the
work, one of the complainants, and he was ssid to be without
T8 NS es .

Hoffmane p 405
Washington pmarch 26,1862

Lisut Col Hoffuan e‘ce Colonel: Your letter of the 17th Instant as to
the style of huts to be bullt for prisoners, and alsc vour 1le tter of
the s me daté giving the prices of ureg“ & West at which they prorose to
erect asmany buildings as may bs requircd at the derot have been
Treceived, ™8 you a re the com:issary gene al of prisoners yo: best
know what 1s neces ary. ‘he Ssubject is Intrusted toAyour discretion and
Judrment, the i1 werests of the mi- ed States, the safety'of the prisoners

and thelr comfort belng kept i1n view , M.C. Meigs gm genersl

p 439
“Yashington, April 10,1862 .(to Hoffuen)
How many priscners can be accom odated now at th “andusky Ddpot?
It is suomestad to move the 1,000 officers confined at Columbus to
Sand1sky and to make that aprlson for officers alone.
| M.C. Meigs, quartermaster
_ gensral
P. 448
Washington, April 13,1862 (From Yar Department) to HOffman
Colonel: You will c ause the officers, rriscners of war at “olumbus

to be removed without delay to t he Sandusky depot, which will
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hereafter be held as & urison for offir ers al one.

Eqwin M.Stanton, secretary of war

p 462

General Orders 42; war pept. Adjt. General's Office, “ash-ington,
#pril 18,1862 =
I11--The headquarters of rleut Col, "illiam Hoffman, Bighth Infantry,
com1 8sary general of prisocners, is transferrcd from “‘ew York City
to Detroit Michigane By order of the Secretery of “ar, L
thomas, adjutant general, |

465
Office Commissary-Yene al of Prisoners, Sandusky, #~ril 20,1862
Hon David Tod, Governor of Ohio:

Dear sif: T am directed by the “ar Departzent to causs all the
officers prisoners of :ar at Camp “hase to be removed to the depot at
Sandusky, and . lave the horor to request that you will gl e the
necessary ingtruction to have the transfer made in m rties of about 200
at a time. *he depot will accommodate I addition to those now
there 800 to 1,000,

I am also authorized by t he “ar Departme t.to call on you for
another comrany for the depot guard and as it is mequirsd immediastely 1
would sugrest thet a company from one of the incomplete reziments :
of Ohio wo lunteers be assigned to this service. If this is mt
prac!icable I080 wil bs muc -obli ed to vou if veu will detach
a compasy for temporary duty at the dep t till one cmpany can bDe
orzaniz ed for the purpose. ‘he c mpany may be divided into two parts
end each undsr a reéponsible officer accoampmmy as ruards a detachment of

esdedunéénrd prisoners, Itshculd be f rnished with tents as the

quarters for it are nct yet complete and for aweek or tuo it dll have
to remain An canp. '
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Plesse cause rolls to be furnished to me of dll prisomers of wér sent
from Yamp Chase to the depot,showing the st:te, rank;'reniment and
c omnan: of each nan and when and_whﬁre captured as required by
paracraph IX Army rsgulations puablished in genersl orders from the
war Pepartment of April 2, 1862,

0Qd88&P&d8d Further accommodations for of ficem are being erected
at the depot, but in the meantime quarters for thosec recently captured
may be requived and I will direct that they be sent to Vamp Chase to
occupy those ow bein; vacated.

I desire also to be furnished with rolls of the @me0d samse
cherocter of all prisoners of war who have heretofore be'n in
onfinement at Camp “hase, showing whet dispositlion has bewon rade of

them; if releszed by whose authority, I am tc. ' (Hoffman)

pe 510
Hear Sandusky, ohio May 1,1862
Col Hnffman: Yourletter is just at hand...l am advised 300 nrisoners
wil® be here tOGEKT e riihetro ps fram COlumbus are iInferior in material,
dr:ll :nC_in every respcect. But a small portion of them can bestrusted on
the fence. fhe compa ¥ 18 not full, only one comilssioned officer now
ners, if with tho number.of prisoners coming , + am satisfied we are
nct sucure withJS}ch troops, lshallsuy so to Gove rnor Tod and have more
sent or betteres.”ith all the drawbacks 1 am satisfled the
discipline of this post is "the best of any in ohlo., .. Wm .S ,Pierson

p 548

Ygtroit, yay 17,1862
Hon I,M, Stanton, ecretary of war: Sir I have the honor to inclose

herewith (not found) letters from J.D, Lillard and Jemes E, Stewart

citizens of Kentueky, w o are held as prisoners of war at the depot’
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at “andusky, and a letter from Oliver Britt of Cincinnati in behal #
of his brother~in-law “harles K. Snyder of Kentucky wio is also A prisoner
of war at the same place,

From the statements of these letters it wo.ld seem t hat t here may be
sufflicient re son for releasing them on their taking the oath of ailegiance
and I respectfully sugcest if they ean furnish snv evidence tq
corrobor:te their statements that L may be authorized to relsase
then.

In my letter of the 15th of March to quartermaster-gene ral acconpanying
two letters éf the cherscter of these inclosed I sugrested that there
were probably other cases of prisoners who might with propriety be
released on the!lrtaking the oath of allegiance ,xx®kh but the
gction on that letter left me in doubt whether more thanlthe two name
were to be relenased.

(Hoffman)
Pe 574
Columbus, may 22,1862
Haj, w.s. Pierson, commandin denot of prisoners of “ar, Sandusky, 6hio.
Major: SCme fifty offic rs,  risoners of war, will besent to the
depot from Ugzmp “hese on Saturday. Zome of them have been on parole
in this city but on arrivins at the depot those ;aroles #111 be
withdrawn, Be preparedto Send back with the ~vard on Saturdny e aning
the enlisted wen and citizens «ho are nows among the prisoners of the
depot. =f there ére any enlis' ed men who are part cularly useful you may
permit them to-remain, A~y who are too Sick to travel W@ 11 of course

remain, (Hoffman)
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; p 590 e
confldential: 0 ficex Commissary-General of Prisoners, Detroit, HMich.
ay 24,1862

Major %.8, Pierson, com anding mep t of HwiSOﬂeré of "“ar, “ardusky, Ohio
Ma jor: I inclose instructions in relation to drill etc. It may seem

to make the duty on the men pratty hard, but it is red ly not to

compare with hard servi e in the field and the necessity is ample
justificetion for it.

’

There may be corplaints azainst 1t even by officers, but if

soldiers are qequired to do only xkk +hat they ars willing to do t here
can be 1:ittle d' scivline or instructions. ©#t all events ghe com anding
officer must -0t find excuses for'ﬁhe netleét of importent dutlies,
Plesse refer to my instructions 1n’relation to drill and observe
them as'dlosely as possible.
Hurry forward the drill of the new comhany sothat somé of the men
no: pre ent may be detailed for ;uerd'ssrvic? in ten or fifteen days.
The company from “ampdbhase cannot be relieved and it must do its
full share of duty. See that its captain attends the drills of
W13 company and that noné are absent ¥mo are not properly so. Lhe
do ctor must decide for himself who are really.sick.'

Heith r offlcers ror men must be excused f rom duby because they
%ill 1ot do it., It is not possible tha twenty-fiweof the company
cn be sick .

For offenses com itved by prisoners where you c annot discover the
{ndividual you must stop one third or one half of the rations of all
in the block for a3 long a period as may be necessary. Officers canuot
be excused on the lea that they did not know it was wrong , a&s was the

case in csl ing through the building when I was there., They must be

once (3ure?) they are fight or they must be p'mished when they go
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wronge. Yothinz but a strong deterwinatiod to act on a rigid rule
and in sllence will snable you to cogmand without trouble.

’ (Hoffman)

p 600

Detroit, may 27,1862
Hon E,H‘Stanton
I will call on the governors of Ohio, Illinois, | diana and "isconsin
fo -volunteers to guard rebel prisoners in place of those or ered to

tre flelde. W. Hoffran, commissary-geieral of priscners,

P é&O
Governor Tod, Columbus, Ohio Wash June 10,1862
The question in relation to prisoners is now under consideration
e théy are paroled grent complaint is mede by the friends of our prisoners
in the S uth.
No trct can be niacéd in their parole. I think it 1is cheaper to keep
them where they are than to send them basck as recrults for the
rebel government ill release them bylaw from their parole and force
Ohdf0dado@idcd all into the ranks wic do not g0 voluntarily, so that
we shall only have to £ ight and teke them agein,
Edwin M, Stanton, secretcry of

'I.-; a P [ ]





