¥r. Walter fart Ylumenthal, Dec. 13,1955
The Drake, #pt. 1912,
Philadelp  ia 2.

Dear Hr. Blumenthal:

Thank you for your not of Dec., 1, which for
obvious reasons, the Yakima General Uouneil, I have been unable to
answer. # few sconttering oclippings are enclosed to glve you @ briefing,
I was asked to be cheirman of an impartisl election observation bosrd.,

I am enclosing a postal note for your American I dlans Dispossessed
plus a 1ittle postage, and hope I may be'EBIE'fS’BEEETﬁ'Eﬁ'ngﬁéiiﬁﬁﬁa
or presentation copye. Somewhere slong the line one of the dealers I
gend occasional memos to, requesting they order such and such a book,
hes not yet come thnrough with a copy.

Some of the "anapums are to be in next week totakg dellivery on some
contraband venison that is being given them by the ame Degpartment
for a Christmas time ceremonial,.[They had an ancient ceremonial
When Sun Turns Round that was obcerved before they had contact with
the whites{] And * shall explore the possibility of a Wanapum nam@.
I hold 1ittle hope because these people adhere strictly to the old
custom. Giving & name for a sprcific thing 1s not in trzdlt’on., Names
are family nemes and are perpetuated in that man er. The name they guve
me 1s an old famlly name,posgesved "y & man long te "ore Lewis anduclark.
Since the femily has "prun cut it wes necessary for them to "clesr it
with any remote blood relations, Any objection would have thrown them
open to tribute pald to that family upon demand, But there are no
survivors.

However whilc attending the ueneral Council I took up your name
with a venerable of the vakime Tribe, an aging man and the son of
one of the last tw surviving recognize% chiefs in the Horthwest until
his death last spring high in his 90s, “his =man I talked to & d for
whom I have done iany things, 1s "homas K, Yallup and has gone to
Eas?éngton as a tribel delegcte, ile 1s an educ: ted man yet a long
raid,

The name is Wow Shu Ya Thle (phometic). Itdx literal interpretstion
is that of 8 prop‘r nsme, & person who is constently searching for
something, impelled to contlnue that -ear:h by a deep hunger, an
inner hungere.

When the book is received and inspected, and the venerabls, ‘homas K.
allup zets a chence to recd 1t 1if I can get him to do it, it may be
cen preveil upon him to have one of his sons write you 2 note,

calling you by that neme and commenting on the book. &y friends are

glvays unpredictable, Right now they are flghtlng for thelr very
existence, I told *om that I belleved yon wrote as I had besen writing
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to tell of tho meny ways that his people s ffered becsuse of the 5
land settlement. .

‘t is possible too, thet inasmuch as Pniladelphia not too fa r from
Washington, that when one of the tribsl ded gaotions goes to Yashington
1t would be possible for you to be there at the ssme time and meet
some of them (the Yakimas/ Right now there is a deciged cempalgn on
in officfal circles againat what they term "Do Gooders yet I em of
the corviction that those with a 1ittle bit more know-How than somg
of the officisls sre not in that classsificetion. The verious women s
clubs, church groups ete. has done much to stir up the officlals
against Yo Gooders, :

Yhe fact that I do not held strictly with the Indians inall their
absurd claims, 1f they are absurl I further believe takes me out of
that clasgification,yBt when you oppose officisl action they try to
heang the Do Gooder stlgme on you.

Ag the danapum situation developes at Priest Rapids and their
protection_of burilal ground eto. is carried cut with construction
of Priest Rapids and  ¥anapum Pams, I have in mind of getting s Yanapum
Long House group under way. This will be en officiel group, reco-nized
formally by the “anapums as entitkd to perticipate in any Long House
activity (end that has always been banned to white men and even
meny Yakimas) I do not know whether the hanapums will aporove that
or not, but I think they will since I am working diligently for them
to preserve the last remalning true lamg house--a tule mat house on
the banks of the Yolumbis at Friest Tapids. 4nd I am oconvinced that
these bullding the dams mre-meking svery effort to make this comne to
pass, mxkmuwmhxixax even though the “anapums are non tresty people
in contrast to the treaty nat ion, the vakimas,

I hope the clippings gilve vou & few ideas as to the newest situation,
which 1s quite similar In meny ways to that pertainiing to thse Klamaths,

I believe the part-bloods of the Yskima tribe, those living off
have a shgre to say ia treir stook in thereservetion, I & a real
problem. Yertal 1y , too, it must be recognized that some of these
peorle, who have 11w d off the reservsotion, mede their own way etc.
are entitled to, if they wish, thelr share Iin the reservation in one
lump sum, Surely too, and more strongly 80, becsause of the humane and
moral rights, those who have always lived on the reservation are
entitled to the protection the government prom’s ed them.

- You understand of course there 18 no relation between the “anapums--
and their remnant band, and these reservation people, excepting Ssome
of the ‘dnapume have married with the Yakima,

I asked this 5ndian venersble, *homas K. Yallup, for gn interpretation
of "The Searcher’ in the Yakima tongue, which is in the Shaheptian
dialect, snd L am sure quite siailar to the “anapum, yerhaps in this
case the exact word, I told him it was wanted for him go give the name
to a good friend of the Yakimas. He gave 1t unhesitantly. T 13 implied
he consented to “name you.' Otherwise he would have withheld giving 1t.
‘hat is the way the o0ld peBple , the venerables operste. “asves a lot
of talking end argument,

So, untll other things develop, { remain,
S8incerely





