Mining

Swauk Mines, Ellensbwrg, ¥.T. ¥arch 17 '86,

Edita Farmer«The Swauk mining distriet, 25 miles neor thward of
Bjlemsbwg, W.T. 18 on Swauk creek, ten miles fram its osnfluence
with the Yakima r iver,

The creek is 28 miles long and runs about seuthwest through the
“ematchee ridge.

The pay gravel of the placer mines lie an th» first bench aleng
the sides of the crook to t he depth of three te s ix feot. "ame of A
the sie gulches lmvealse beerfound to pay well where the bed-
fodk is feur teen amnl eighteenfeet below the murxface,

The gravel contains gold frem ome feot belew the swface te
the bedreck but mest of the geld is found in streaks and srets
lying en the bedrock, The geld is coarasss ani unwashed, chunks from
the aise of 25 cents te $¥107 have been taken cut of the claims,

“bout twenty five white men and fourteen Chimamsn are now
weking in the dis &rict. ‘loao “ gompany o abeut 16 Chinamen remain
ecnstantly at werk slulcing t‘e gravel tars &t the confluence
of the creck with the Yakima.

These placers lave ben warled me o or less fer the last few
yoars. S em of the miners are making prepw atiems teo werk their
ciam tiy hpdraulic pewer $l® ceming seasan. Y014 quea ts ledges
have alsobeendiscovered in the hills back fram the
stream. 4 shest @i stance back int he hills abeutm.:t#o/re et abave
the bed of the ereek is a regulsr quarry of quartz. Surface

ck rmadn parts ef this huge ledge assays fromfeur te eight
dollars in gold. “everal locations imve been made on the lédge.
Not long sinm a quartz ledge in the dis trict, 15 feet wide,

assaying ‘BROdPM2badd $10 per ten was bended by John 4,
“houdy, & merchant of Ellensburgh, for ¥25,000,



e Swauk d strict, like meny others in the mining age o
thﬁ nortimwest, were rusled ever, pecked at by a fow of the 10,000
men that passed thregh the coun ry in GeU 61«2 tothe Carribee,
Smelikimeen and Frazer river geld mines amnd pronoujeed poor
diggings; sime that feow but famers and stocimen whe
ow ut 1itte about mining adcared less Im w been in the sountry.

Occasiamlly a straggling, always bus ted miner would cam® &leng,
make a stake out of the dis triet, depart to some lage cityl go tirag
his pile 'thof iret night a.nl continue on his reaming hap y wy
neverthinking @ aaring fa the Swauk distriet again/

Thus ‘the mines have beenbut 1ittls werked er even [roperly
[ espee ted ad until lately they are fast becaming knowm
smong mining men who seemingly begin to swake to the idea that in
to Swauks, among th ¢ mowcapped Jjagged Wenatchee peaks, may lie
a bODAYS&e.BeCo The Vashingtm Farmer,March 21, 1886,



Mining

What has become of that wonderful Menastache mining boom in
Kittitas county about which all the daily pavers contained boom
dispa ches for a long time? queried a Herald reporter of a prominett
citizen of Ellensburgh recently.

"0 , that was a fake, pure and simple," was the reply.

Ellensburgh derived some benefit from 1t as prospectors came
from all parts of the northwest., It happened in th s way,

Some good looing quartz was found along the Menastache ereek add
brought to Rllensburgh just at the time a plausable speaking man
who claimed to be all-wool,a yard wide, assayer, located there,

He was given some of the rock to assay and made fabulous
retﬁrns as to its richness, More rock was brought in , Glowing reports
were telegraphed in all directirns, *re gountry was on fire,

The whole country was staked off, Rock was sent abpgad
for assaying and the first returns dampered the enthusiasm,

It was all sald to contain only a trace of the precious metals and
was declared worthless for practical purposes.

The people smelled a huge consniracy to bear the market,
Determined to crush the intrigute they took a ton of the quartz and
sent it to the Macoma smelter but before thev could get the returns
which was destined to bust their bubhle, the local assayer, who

had all of this time put on a bold front, suddenly weakened
and skipped for parts unknown, leaving an active and pushing
community to mourn over its blasted hopes and extreme gnllibility-

Yakima Herald, December 2h,-1891.



Miring

Captain J.T., Simmons has just returned from the mountains where
he has spent the past month prospecting . He exhibiss very fine
specimens of rock bearing ruby silver and an excellent quality of
coal from a vein four feet thick and almost limitless in axtent,

His companion in the mountain was Amos Hye and the two brought
down about one hundr d and fifty pounds of the silver bearing quartsz
which they will send to “acoma by J.J. Tyler to be worked.

Captain Simmons savs ther should be no fears about water for

irrigation in this valley as there is double the amount of
snow In the mountains as there was a year ago and that at the
head of the Nile it is twenty feet deep,

He visited the Fi+fes on Goos Pratte ~bout sixty
- miles from here and says they have a splendid garden of
corn and beans and potztoes, and that Joseph Fife, a
brother of Tom Fife who is renorted to be worth $50,000 and who
recently arrived from Wyoming, maintains that the climate up
there is preferable to that of his old home and that he will at once
send for his family to come out and settle on the timber culture
and homestezd he has taken up.

The :ifes have good mineral elaims on Bumring river
and at Gold Hill and they *ave now gone to the latter distriet to put in

an arrastre to work the ores--Yakima Herald, June 11, 1f91,



Mining

Okanogan, relased by Fred Parker:

Ruby City,Conconully and loomhston , thre three mining
settlements in that county, are all astir on account of mining
operations in the vicinity of each.

At Ruby, two milés and concentrators have been built at a cost of
®40,000 by an English syndicate; two mines of tunnel and shafting
are onened and being worked.

Conconully shows signs of activity and 4,00" men are prosvecting
in the hills within a radius of 10 miles. At Loomiston a stamn m}TI is
under construction,

I.F. and J. Lockwood have a shaft down 22 feet and were of fered
and refused $40,07" for treir mine.
The Rainbow mine was sold by Jacob Durr and associates for $105,000,
The Black Bear has recently been rurchased by the Tverett
Minirg Co. at a cost of %156,07, The shaft in this mine is down
190 feet and the vield varies between $30 and $4,000 per ton. This mine
was origi ally owned by M-Graty and Palmer and was sold by them for $8,000,
The interests of theVorth Lakima men look well and offers running
in the thousands have been made and refused.
Fvidences of the Great Northern are numerous and chances are still
good . The b @9@N bridge contrect across theColumbia has been
recalled and engineers are again looking for a pass to avoid
tunneling. The Moxee coulee will overcome that difficulty
and it is to be hoped they wi 1 discover that fact--Yakima Herald,
May 28, 1808,



Mines--Roslyn

P.Y, Heckman who directed the sinking of Shaft No. 1 of the
Roslyn Fuel .“o, mine while itssuperintendent same yeams ago
returned to North Yakima 'fuzsuaya fter visiting the s cene of the
terrific explosion and fire on Sundayb ringingb ack the report
that t he fire had been s topped and t hat the mine owners would
start toc lear away the debris immediately/

The Hoslyn mine willbe worked again, it 1s not as badly
damaged as might be expected after such a terrific explosion of
fire damp said the Ngorth Yakima mane. ‘he newspaper
reports relative to the d 1saster are hbout sccurate , t en were killed
and me badly injured. No others were in the mine.

The siaft 18 choked up withdsbris fram the burning shaft
house and fran the exp osion and it w 11 take two months to
clear things away., I believe thatt his wrk canb e done in
that ti1.e and t he mine will be shipping outcoal again.

It was luékw the disaster occured on “unday when few miners were

at work. --TheYakima Herald, Oct. 6, 1909,



uold and mining

Ejlensburg, July 28-- ® strike was mede in the Swauk
mining district yesterday according to Martin Meaghe: s who has
just returned from that;lace,

"I was up to the Swauk country ye sterday looking over same

of my property and learned that John Robinson who recently
p rchased an old claim found a $168 nugget. Mr. Robinson since
purchasing the mine has worked consistently an the north end of
the claim as the part was unworked. It was in this part of the
mne that he found the nugget and incidentally a good pay
streak,"” ]

The n;gget whichw as found an the old Higbee claim was brought
to Ellensburg thism;m'niné ard 18 now c@P in care of C.W. Johnsone
at the Yashington Nagtional bank. It is @bout three inches
long and 18 almost flat in shape,

One month ago a similar nugget was unearthed in t he szme
mine and this ds also in possessio of Mr. Johnsone.
The two pleces, elthough found &h separate intervels and at
a distance of over 20 feet apart, fit together as
though they were broken apart only recently--Yakima gepublic,
“ugust 5, 1910,

~



Mining

“t a special mesting of the board of dire ctors of the

Aurora Mining ami Tunnelsite “gmpany held in Negrth Yalkima

on Monday evening, October 23rd the fllowing reselution was
adopteds

"Resolt d , whereas it 1s deemed forthe best interests of the
company to pSOdpddd prosecute vigarously the development work
on BQ its claims during the coming winter &nd,

whereas the funds dPenow in the treasury may not be sufficient tO
meet all expenditures, therefore

It 18 he eby resolved by the board of directors that
additional s hares o treasury steck of said company to the
amount of tenthousand be placed upon the market at the price of
25 cents per share and that John H. Lynch be constituted and app-
olnted the special agent of tle company to d ispose of as much of
sald shares as may be deemed advisable,.

4nyone desiring to avail themselves of this offer may do so

by calling at my office, rooms 1 ard 2 of the Yakima National

Pank building within a regsonable time. I do nog guarantee
that all of these shares will be for salesat the price named

for any definite time as further faversable reports from
the mines will change the plans of‘the company. S igned,
John H. Lynch, agente.’he Yakima Perald, Oct. 25, 1905,



Mining=-Swauk

One of t he richest gold strikes that hes ever bsen made in Ventral
washington was made a f ew days a go by W.H. Taylor in the Swauk district.

The strike was made atthe north 1ine of the Swauk Mining
Ccmpany's clalms and is thought tobe a continuation of that ledge,

The ledge as far as has been ascértained runs from four to six feedt
and is believed by those who have investigated it to be not less than
200 and possibly 500 feet in length.

John W. Thomas of 11 North ‘ak 'ma avenue ,who 4s heavily
Interested in the prlerty where the sitrike was made said last
nightes

"It 18 a find of astonishing richness, Lhe
specimen's brought down since Taylor ma de the strike are nearly half
gold ard they will assay not less than ¥$20,000 to the ton. #

The miners went up fram Swauk camp to gee the strike and
they claim that 1t 1s by far the richest strike ever made in that
dB trict and that the ledgeshows indications of b eing much longer
and far richer than its discoverer thinks, . L.L. Thorp amié+k. Kinsey
who ar ¢ Intere ted in the mine,left yesterday for thec amp.

45 extra force of men was put tow ork clearing away the ground and
looking Into the extent of the ledge. If it proves tobe as long as 1¢
B8 anticlpated and as rich as the specimens indicate, the amount of gold
to be taken out will make all the stockholders riche

Mr. Taylor s been prospecting in that vicinity'for some time. Two
years ago two California pocket hunters worked on the sams hill but
they w rked to the no th side instead of the south side where the mdne

was located, "hatled to its discovery was the placer gold thd was
found at the bottom of the gulch. Mp. “aylor traced it step by step
until he came tothe rich treasurer that nature had concealed for

ages.,



Mining

It 18 peported new placer diggings s ve been discover d in the

Swauk districte # larg nugget wes found last week inte gulfh

that runs to the left from the Meaghersvilie stere and & number of
claims have been located during the week by people from Cle %£1lum, Ell-
ensburg anmd Yor th Yakima,

A pumber of prespectors went in during the week and alls eem
to think good paying gr unds will be opened up at once=-Ble Blum
Bcho, April, 1905,



Gold mining

The Cascade Miner, published at Hoslyn,Kittitas county, reports
& recent assay of ore from the “"Sure Thing" mine as yielding ¥2.07
ingold , ¥283.35 insilver and %42 in lead, a total of $327.42 to the

tme.

Grants Pass, Ore, May &- The placer min:s of Southern Oregon are entering
upon the annual harvest a d making teir cleanup for the season,

¥rom this time on until late in July the warious mines of the
surrounding districts wlll be busy cleaning the gold fram t heir
8luices. More than 100 :pounds of nuggess and dust have been
brought in for exhange duringte last few days amd the harvest
is yet but begun,

lhe season has been an excellent one forthe surface miners. *he
rains have been long , heavy and there have been s good fall of
snow in t. e mountains,

the output of gold from the hundred o morehydraulic placer mines of
Southern Oregon clay fields will amount to 11,500,000 far the past
year. This is 30per cent greater than it has ever been fore‘.

‘he osgood hydraulic mines of the “aldo district, owned
by F.H. Osgood of Peattle, are yet busy. “heir water supply is
derived from the main branch of the Illinois river amd
they will not hav their final cleanup till late in the summeree
The Yakima Herald, May 6, 1905,



Gold.Mines Fort Spokane (Sprague)
Colville
*he Yolville mines, wh ch have come so prominentlylnto notice during
the last two years, lie due north of Sprague with which they are
connected by a good wagon road by the way o Fort Spokans near the mouth
of ®ponake river,
Both of these points a renearer Sprague than ®pokene Falls yet the
mail routes have been established f rom the latter place. #11 the supplies
for Fort Spokane are freighted from Sprague and if fhe Yes tern
mail were sent by the same route it would reach the fort a day earlier than
by the present route, #“n e . 'ort is being made tomve the postal authorities
take proper action in this m tter and establish a route fram Sprague.
The same is true of the nov famous mines of ®almon river in the Okanagan
(sic) country north of the Columbis.lhe distance to these mines
from Sprague is sbout thirtymiless less than from Spokane Falls ami &
mail route should be established in thatecity. Much teaming to the new

mines is being done fron Sprague
“est Shore, 1887, pp 665,



West Shore, 1887, PP 267
Gold-- Okanagan
The Salmon Creck mines are situa ted on a small stream known en the
various maps of Washington Territory as Conconnully river, about 12
miles above its confluence with the Okanagan river, and distant
probably thirty miles from the Columbia river.

Little was known of these mines until the Columbia resc<rvation
was thrown open,May &, 1886, when severzl locations were immediately made
by parties to whom the existence was known for some time prior,but uwing
to the fact that they were covered by an Indian reservation ard not
open to location, thefact was kept & close secret from the outside

world.,
Immediately upon the opening of the reservation however, there was
a rush made to the vicinity and some ten or twelve AIree district (sic)
ledges were dB covercd and about one hundred aml sixty locations made;
out winter setting in e arly the heavy snow I the mountains p t an emd
to prospecting and there rema ns a large tract of country,undoubtedly
richin miner al, not yet prospected.

Upto the present time little has been done in devel: ing the
discoveries already made, yet showing enough has been mede to attract the
attention of capital amd two mines are now bonded, the "Lady of
the Lake for Wio ,000 and the "Pirst Thought for *40 ,000, whilé the
owners of the Home Stake refused a bond of %50 ,000. # cross cut in the
shaft of the First Thought on the fifty foot level shows a ledge
gixteen feet wide with god walls on either side while the other

discoveries are 06 equslly as large.- - Ellensburg New Era,



Mining

Our fellow t_o'-‘fnaman Jnos Vi, Shull has receiwed from
assoclates in the a bove named mines advices as to the;lr great merilt
and also specimens of the ores '(Chewalah Mines)

A Spolmne Falls paper says tiat t he district is very
extengive and that experienc d quart, men  pronounce the
farmatio ihs very bteste. Uwners of claimsare ofifs ring to
work all whter, offsetting the 1' se:vices aginst provisions
firnished by merchants andare confident that t he oubtcome will be
imenses '

But 1ittle capital has yet gone in and most & the locators are
men of limited means. lire 11 72 Embry, thediscoverer of the first
group discovered the mines at Helena and thinks Chewyll ah
has a good lode as any in MOntans. the district is in the Colville
country, the oldest settled portion of Eastern ¥ashington ard
the impetus given by the rush o miners has emabled a newspaper to
start at the town of Fnbrye-The Washington Farmr, Christmas Pay,
1884,



Mining--Curios

ned sarnl . Y Nl a + 20 fyts o

N €6 “YliPimd ‘fofled " "tn 86X 66E6 n thd ‘Bwnikdlstridtwill Beo
greatly iftéreetéd ‘11w A148oWry sidde tHérTTaRoN6r eopatisulenly
wit the story which accompaniéf itief «f Tandslidd of Jaipeiwtively
recent dats whioch covered gold claims,

The e has been & groat deal of interest here far a score of
yosrs, revived fram time to time by the gold discoveries in the
“wauk end & g reat deal of “akima money and time, at ome time and
@&w, ave gone into the dis trict, the “ecord of Ellensburg
says.

%A curious fashiomed plece o iron, appearing muchlike an olde
fashioned gun lock has been fourd by John Robinscn on his claim
int he Swauk, 90 feet under ground. Ye 1is operating the old
Bigney claim and ymterday gave the pieoe of iron to W.B. Price
ﬁo states thathe wil probably sem the iron to eitﬁor the
Smithsonien institu ¢ o soms institutiom of similar nature in an
effort to unravel the mystery,

*"The Indians have always stated tha tthere was a landslide
in the Swauk before the days of the white man and that this covered
up the mast valuable gold cnm.'{b fanstion ofthe ground
would indicate thatthis is true accbrda.ng t o theminers,

"Phe discovery of the smmll piece of iron would indicate
tbat 1t was after white men had penstrated the Pacific
northwest or at lsast after a gun or same white man's tools or
machinery had fallen intothe hands of the Norhhwea; Indians,

"The meéal was found on bedrock 90 feet under ground. ~ixtye
rive feet underground Mr, *“obinsan found asection of an alder
treet with bark and lmba.i

The Cougar Mining and N1lling company has established a
ataz;lp mill on ¥WEROO "illiems creek, has 400,000 tans of ore on the



wer e waiting at t he dock,

‘here were same extra men from the office to guard the
treasures but the welght of the pouches , one of which two
men could barely lift,made robbery almost an impossibility.

‘he gold a fter delivery at the post office willbe forwarded to
themint through the assay office in this city,



Mininge.Upper “olumbiga=-Ferries..gold..Indians,

William S. Lewis, Spo&aned sOHGHetldNODEOEMN March 25, 1930. Spokesman
heview,
I was born at Fort Colville Jyly 17, 1847..
eeIn those day wthere were quite a number of "souapees: or white men
employed about the trading post...
The trading post proper was a square inclosure. lhe store
and warehouses were on the rorth side andChief Trader
McYonald's house wa: on the east side. The married employes, like
father, tived outside the inclos d post yard on the soth and west sides
fg ear ly @8 I can remember white plac r minems were mining gold along
the Columbia r iver v ars above andbelow the trading post. They traded
principally with Marcus Oppenheimer,who opened a store in one of
the old British boundary barracks buildings. ‘he trade at the Tudson's
ﬁay post wa:o mostly with Indians.
A man named Squaw Brown had a 1litt e store onthe site of the
wres:nt town of VMarcus som 300 to 400 yards fran Marcus Oppenhcimer's store.
fihen the best part of the bars had ®Ben worked out some hears later Chinamen
repla ed the white niners. I recall the Chines minirg camp at Chime
bar some six miles above Marcus and a nothe ghinese mining
camp dovn the river near the jresent town of Peach,
I rememer the old U.S. army post Fnrt Uolvilile, :Lhe
civlian town, Pinctney City =was buillt right across the creek
fran the army post where four cmpanies w:re usually sta ioned.
Sam 0, penheimer ad a store at Pinctney City. Other principal
mer chants I recall were Park Y“inans, Charles Montganery and
Spokane Jimmy Ionahan. ;he army post and little town were abo t

8ix miles fran the present town of Colvillse,.

I fdrove teams for a while about the amy post in 1878-79



I also freigh{ed goods to th post from Fort Walla Yalla
e Lauled grocerie s, food, d ry goods and whisky. “mong the
army o ficers Ir ecall a ILieutenant Rice and ®aptain Yaclson.

In freighting to Fort colville [ used a heavy wagon and
fowr horses, B2 pulling an av erage load of 4,000 pourds.
It usually took about 22 days for us to make the rourd trip. Iin
summer we got 3 cemts a pound for freight; in the fall
and winter 5 cents--say %150 to $200 far the trip. Ye earned it.There
were lots of freight wagoms on the road and we of ten traveled in company
Some times there would be seven or eight freight wagons traveling
along and camping together,

In those days ther as ’ots of Fravel goirg into the
Stud Horse gold diggings inBwitish Colunbia
ard into the &g Bend gold mines at the upper
bend of the Columbia, several hundred miles rorth o Fort Colville in
“ritish territory. Lots of pack trains me tarough carrying
supplies to those mines,

The padc trail to the mines in the®“ig Perd went on up to

the Columbia to the Little Dalles,then = (ross the
Columbia ard 1p on the north side. Pa 't of the freight
was carrisd by a steamboat, the Fe®0 Mor ty-nine which was built at
“arcus. I kmew Captmin Pingston who was master of the boat.

Isaving I{‘m't Colville light we usually made the Spkane
river in two days or less, xam ing on the north side of the
river. Crossig at Monaghan's feriy our next camp wa: at Rock creek
;he next day:s camp was at Colville lake on Kirkman's point; then at Cov
creek at Yastucna springs and on the north bank of the
Snake river at Dan Lyon's f@09 ferry at the mouth of the Palouse
r iver ., 0DA8s

Coming tack from the Yalla Yalls country heavily loaded of course we
did make rearly as good time. Going back we usually r cached

the Snake river in the ai'ternoon anc camped forthe 1pght on



S
the south side. Urossing by the ferry next mornirg we tried to
reach “astucna springs by night.

Uar next camp was at an old Irishmanis on Yow greei:. ‘he next
night our camp was at Kamiaken springs at the foot of Rpck
lake #h wasthen called Master's lake. L he next night we
tried to reach Bock creek,

Coming tack we had a regula amping place at the Willow springs
west of lledical lake; another at Coulee creek,right down
n the coules, t hen we camped for the night on the north sideof
the Spokams ri ver after crossing at Monaghan's ferry--usually
pret ty well up on the n@Ol, hill,

<‘he next camping place was at Jump Off Joe creek,this sideof
Sprindaie. ‘he f ollowing night we'd rea h sh «p cre k.
Anot er nightw ould find us at the site of Chewelah, One
wre day would bring us to the old Pinctney city, or
the army post. I never freighted into the present fown of
Colville which didn't exist in those days.

I, te dea 1y daysT knew Antoine rlantg who had his home a
the narth side of the Ppokane river and operated a ferry at

what is now called Trent..



M nes

“leven cars, ca'rying 500 negro miners for the Roslyn mines
passed through Yakima "ednesday ight, lhev are from Illinois and are to
sunnlant the striking white miners., This rove of the coal comnany will
rrobably settle the question and make Roslyn's a s-ble camp
for all time to come--Tre Yakima Ferald, North Yakima, W,T., Yebruary

T
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