oS

B

Qrgwille, Washingion
Hoventer 12, 1962

Open letter to

Hon, Walt Horan
House Office Bldgs
Washington, De. Ce

Dear IMr. Horans

This letter was delayed until after the election so that it could not be construed
as politicale. The problems to be discussed deserve the help of the best minds available,
regardless of political affiliations,

For nearly a ysar you have been receiving communications from the Oroville Chamber
of Commerce in regard to the Colville Indian Reservation. Shortly before you xeturned
to the 5th District you received a specific invitation to meet with our Chamber’s com-
mittee on Indian Affairs., You replied that you would be glad to meset with any group
that had constructive ideas on the Indian problems. :

We have what we belisve to be constructive suggestions so we assumed you had
act:pted our invitation » But, inspite of our correspendsnce, you came to Oroville and
by-passed the .Chamber of Commerce president, its secretary and both members of the Indian

" Affairs committee.

What is even vorse, you gave a compiete brush-off to the Colville Indiam Assoclations
This is an incorporated orgenization representing several hundred aduit Indians who
bitterly resent the way thelr property, money and lives are being treated by the Federal
Bureau of Indian Affairse These peoplie have been in constarrt contact with you, protesting

_glaring injustices, yet you came to Okanogan County and by-passed all their officers and

their nine chapter leadevs, both on and off the reservatione

Vren these Colville Indian Association people, whom you are supposed to rxepresent in
Congress, tried to make an appointmert to talk with you; the best they could get was an
appointment to talk with your secretary over in Spokane.

Mr. Hozan, are you sure you really wamt constructive suggestions?

These Indians, whom you ignoze, have good ryeason to protest. According to the report
of the Stanford Research Institute they have a psr capita investment in the rese—r-tion
of about $30,000. From this invesiment, under the management of the Federal Bureau; wnwy
usually receive an annual par capita returm of $157. Can you think of any trust fund
or savings account where t ey:could do worse?

According to this sams Stanfoxd report the Federal Bureau collects, annually, from
this Indian-owned reservation property, about $1,900,000, Host of this comes from the
sale of timber. Now, let’s look at what the P‘edergal Bureau doe¢s with this monsy that
belongs to the Indians. _

As an example we’ll take the fiscal year ending June 20, 1961. The Bureau returned
to them a per capita paymsni of $150, which, foxr 4600 Colvilles, came to less than
$700,000, The Buxrleau returned to the Tribal Business Council at Nespelem less then
$200,000 ox a total of under $900,000.

And the rest of their money? It was confiscated by the Bureau to be used for the
development of a reservation on which there are more white people living than Indians.
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niy-five percent of the Indian ownges of this movey don't even live
resayvation which the Federal Buvesau is deternined ¢o develop and keep under
controlo
Mr. Horan, are you sure you are representing these people in congress?
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When the greatly admired Judge Joseph Wicks recemtly wzote a fine letier to the
Croville Chamber of Commerce, giving us the benefit of his thinking on these Indian
problems, the Colville Indian Association had his letter entered in the Congressional
Record on Saptember 18th, by Thor Tollefson from the 6th Distriet. Nine days later,
for some reason, you had it placed in the Congressiormal Record for the second time.

When our committee protested that it §s unf rtupate for the Indlan citizens of
Okanogan County to have to work through a Congressman from another district because
you won®t talk with the, you answered; "It was I and not Thor Tollefson who placed
Jou Wicks® letier in the Congressiomal Record.”

My, Horan, are you sure you rouldn’t learn a little moze about what is happening
to our Indian ¢itizens, hoth hsve and in Washingtong; D, C.?

The Coliville Confederated Tribes have won judgements of over a million dollars
in the U. S, Court of Claims, plus 13% of $4,000,000 awazrded by the same court to
the Nez Perce, 13% of vhom bolong %o this Confederation. This money is drawing 455
interest in our Us So Treasuzy because the Federal Indiam Bureau refuses to let the
indians have it. The Bureau is deteimined to use that momey to dewvelop this resare
vation yhich Conaress has ordared ferminated!

Mz Hoxan are you sure this is ocur Amerxican brand of justice?

in 1956 Congress passed legislation inmstructing thot, within five years; a bill
be presented to texmimate this reservation. You presented a bill (HR 8469) which
even the Bureau admits doss mot provide for termination. VWhat i loes provide for is
unlimited stalling on the paxt of a power-hungry Bumsau.

My, Horan, are you sure you really want this reservation terminated during this
generation?

These are some of the isswes we had plammed to discuss with you privately, imstead
of in an open lettex. We hove suggestions which we beliewe to be c¢onmstructive but it
looks as if we will have tc do as the Indians do and wori thyough some other members
of Congress unless you can muster a little gemuine emthusiosm for the actual texmin-
ation of this reservation.

In your last latter ic us you wrote: in regard to termimation, "Such a program
is now under way - that it is moving awfully slow ! must admit - but I have seen no
other suggestion that offers more possibilities and less chaos.”

Mr. Horan, are you sure you are loocking for such suggestions?
Sincerely;
We Ge Scofield, Chairman
Varren Carey

Comuf titee on Indian Affairs
Oxovil @ Chamber of Commsrce



