Wanapum Notes
Wanapums--Translated, River People [Wena, tNeSmtssmedn River;
fums, people or literally from the hesrt, the sound of the heart]

Source infarmation, which how ver contains some obvious inaccuracies,

is found, as you know in Fourteenth Annual Report, Bureau of Ethnology

Pt., II, 1892-93, Washington, Government Printing office, crmmonly

known as the Mooney [J.%W.] report or %he Ghost-Yance Religion and

the ®ioux Outbreck of 1890,

p. 708«- reference to "Smohalla," the dreamer prophet, subsequent
pazes, "The Beginning of Smoxhallae."

p. 716«=Chapter VII"Smohalla end His Uogtrine," continues p. 731,

p.735,"Tribes of the Columbia," see Palus reference to Wanapum
merging.

Pe 735=--"eeWanapum.

The factual differences in the Mooney account and those known to
be correct are rather compllc ted :;ﬂ explaine® ,.and of no consequence
in thdse notes,

Chiefly however 1s thename, "Smowhala," and the difference of
spelling with that used by Mooney. I believe he must have used
vakima scurces considerably for his information.

I have gone over this very carefully and hsve tape recordings of

n
the pronounciation, I have determined upon"Smowhala, which agrees

with old men who knew him rather intimately.

“bout myself
I bezan my Indien studies mmxExkharx®Exyrmesxsgsx 1n California
some 30 years ago, living at Yisalla in the San Joaquin Valley,

nearly the center of the land formerly occupied by the non-ward

Yokuts.
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The Yokuts consisted of approximately 50 sub-tribes, meny of
them extinct as of 25 years ago or perhaps longer. My sources and
contacts there were the last survivors of someof the sub tribes, peonle
¥ o spoke a separate dialect , although a Yokut from the extreme south

of his territory , below Bakersfield, could understand to an extent
a Yokut from the northem part, nearlv up to ®tockton, rouchly 200
miles apart,

My sources were old basket mskers, the ' lact chiefs" of their tribe,
0ld craftsmen.And my guiding hand , as an édvisar, wes Dr, F.W, Hodge ,
who has authored more books on the American Indien than any other
person, He 1s avery old men mow, in his 90s, &l is director of the
Southwest Museum at Huntington Perk [Pasadena and Los ®ngeles|

It was my 1dea to combine my art, sculpture and writing, with
preservationof Indian materisal .

My artjstudies " begm in Indiana, 86@#0d Denville, nar I.dianapolis,
where as & boy I used mXmyxf blue clay from the Hendricks ccunty
ocreek banks. My serious studies were cm tinued in Californie, summer
sessions at the Otis &rt Institute at Los Angeles, now the Los
Angeles County #rt institute. My instructor was the late Julis Bracken
Wendt, one ofthis nation's top sculptors, who herself studied with
Lorado Taft at the Cnicugo Art *nstitute.,“he wished me to come to
her studio to work as her "protogeé but I obteined & job on &
newspaper at Visalia /

I cemeto the Yaekima Valley elcht years ago and am city editor of
The Yekimae Daily Republic.
My studies Iin art and ethnolo y have continued on the basis of
extensive research, notes etc, and I have developed my own r esearch
librery , including not only Indien source material but “estern
Americana in general, heving perhaps 3,000 to 4,000 bound vols,,

seversl th-rsend documents and pounds and pounds of notes and



3

typescript material. This typescript material I belleve rather
unlque s d renresents a long=-continuing project, copying out of old
newspaper files al 1l historial material and then filing it with
interviews end fleld trip notes to supplement the documents and
books .

bbr Indance I have perhaps 1,500 pages on newspapers done,
2,000 on irrigstion , and other files covering founding of citiles,
gold, cattle, horses, ferry boats, steam boats, etc .g dozen or more
file drawers in all, Pesides this are maps, photos, microfilm,,photo
negatlves Including glass plates etc. etc,

I knew of the Wanapums as a non-trecty remmant group of course
before I ever ceme to Yakima @Ad&d and have worked with them for
five years,

The lete L.V. Mchhorter wePd0APASdAB036AtHAdA was a friend of the
Wanapums, did considereble for them such es securing them a fishing
right at one of their old locetions through state lezislat ion,
but he wes largely wrapped up with his Neg Perce rsearch, there being
remnant ez Perces coming 1nto this country from Yolville after they
had gmmE returned from the Indian country following the Neg J'-etﬂce war,

CGradually the wenaspums came to look upon me &8 a n adviser,
a rotP0 virtuel {indian agent I guess you would say and my vear ious
intercessions for them have re ulted in tuming out at leesst 3,000
letters, considerable newspsper writing and much reseerch,

In this connection, and to obtain recosnition for these people,

I have written Drummers and Dresmers of Priest u‘apids which 18 tobe

published by the “axton Printers of Caldwell Idaho [No publicet’'on dat e
yet set]

This 1s thestory of Smowhala the Prophet and his nephew, Pick Hyah
foot, the Last Prophet, b ut more than that it is the story of

what 1s In store for 0Qdd@d Indians who have to make their own way
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In a strange world, against handiceps...in other words, the future
of a blg percentage of those now on reserv:-tions, 1f government controls
are terminate! abruptly and without careful plenning to see that
individual cases are attended to. It 1s also the story of development
along the “Yolumbia River,'bhe big hydroelectric dams and developuent
of the Yolumbia pasin, a part of which was mce Wenapum territory.

Vantage southward to Pasco and

The Wanapums ranged from present
along both sides of the river, merging a t the edges with the adjoining
people such as the Kawachin or Moses' people on the north, the Palouse
on the east, the numerous bends and tribes on the south end the Yakimas
on the east,

Mgny of the Wanapums went onto the reservation in the old days,
but the Smowhala band remnained at ¥riest Hapids, the present

01880 dam site, refusing to become reservat!on people because their
EnEExknryximawkake sncestors, b cause of theilr religion md because
they would not desert their home land, refused to sign a tresty, They
were not subjects of the Yak ima war chiefs and refused to recognize
them,

the Yaxima County Yommissioners, mk upon petition of the Wanapums
in connection with my work, nassed resolution oreating a greve yerd of
their old burial grounds on the bluffs nesr Priest Rapids to preserve
it from wandalism, 1looting, etc.

New there are eight "full blood" Wanapums left, Although therexmxa
the two sons of Puck Hyah Toot [also known as Johnny Buck] have
married enrolled women, one enrolled with Yakimas, another with
Warm bpring_s, and have chlldren who have enrolled, they have refused
to enroll, Puck Hyah Tootfs dauzhter has enrolled, and while these
enrolled people are rezarded as rela‘ives, they are now regarded

as the Wanapum band or tribe by the old mm and the few other old

le aders,
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* har e encouraged them to retain t@ddr the good parts of their
old culture, but work on the following lines:

I do not edvise them to do anything . * merely put myself in the
position of helping them do what they want. As per:

They came to me wanting eagle festhers, I thought that would be
easy. Then I found eagles werc protected by both state and federal
law, I buillt up an esgle feather file, letters from senators,

Game and "11d Life Vept. eto., , quoting law, excerpts from it,
proclamat on making eagle the national bird, etc,

1 thouzht theyeould be procured in #laska where they are "bounty
birds,z but found they covld not be exported, sought @62r Congressional
aid to that effect without succe:-8. Faind you can get lives eagles
from & aska 1fyou have a zoo or something like that so Wanapums are
looking towardthe time they have their own place (and owmn zoo)

They have given me an In’ien name, Now Tow Look. [A kind of
s@all hawk, hovering]

Givinz Indim names is fal ly common, but the Wanapums have never
given one to enyone but me. ‘his 1s because they do it in the proper
0ld way, ‘he others just give & name, a0 any kind of a name. They
had to figure out some name coverins a long-dead Wanapum that
had my characteristics. They can't give a Yok 1ma neme or Umatilla,
Walla Walla name to me, or even & name outside of their fau 1y
wi thout throwing themselves open, a 8 was the o1ld custom, to paying
the descendants of that family for the name. That is why true nemes
8tay In famllies excepting in very 0@ rare cases,

Manhy whites, who have worked with lndians, like rodeo heads etc,
have cot Indian names, not formal ones, but just a general designation

to nleese the Individual, in other words, a name w ithout tradition

or significance,
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I heve sculptured the old man end some of the other old indians,

8irc e knowl~dge of these people had led me into acquain%anceship
WHO with many others, like *omuy Thompson, but I am mek ing no
Pad0@’) particular reference to sculpture atthis time as my 1dea 1Is
to make heads of mmy of the last of their races.

I have been invited to show at Maryhill Museum of Fine “rts and will,
eventually, when I have a proper sB6 amount of heads, etc, But this 1s
& long, slow process.

The 61d Man agreed to tell me the story of his people , the
Dreamer religion and about “mowhala so that these things could be
@8ded@dprezerved. B¢ saild that this his deuth most of this informat ion
would perish, and th& was the belief held tH:O by the other Wanapum
o0ld men, bo, over a neriod of years we went to work preserving it.

Dade chdedndeaBdaesna0d0dal P dra00
“nd to end the “ndian belief that the white man makes a fortune
from the Indlan, and %o possibly create & ncst-egg for purchase of
government land in the old home site of these peonle , the old man

w.s made a one-third p@® partner in Brumners and Dreamers , realizing

as [ explained to him t B® that the returns from such a book would be
few and {ar between,

This matter ha s not become & welfire matter, since we do not
approach things on that bases , even with the other Indiens. However
there is room for much on that score, --kids at Christmas time
who need toys etc. I try to enlist aid of groups for this kind of
Christmas work, but it is slow and few want to take hold of it.
There 18 a biz need 8ll over the reservation and down on the Columbie
around Celilo for thet. Yhere in Oregon Mrs. Martha Eerguson McKeown
of Hood fiver, (MacMillan #uthor) has done & good work and
organizcd "Bundles for Celilo" with ald of the Daughters of the

dmericen “‘evolution of Oregon,
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L gan't efmmd afford to do much of th& , but havehopes of getting
it organizéd a little better not mmky for the Wgnapums but for the
needy families all over the reservation , at Christmas time., You
can't epproach this like charity. But there ars many organlzat ions
who send things overseas that could do lots more right close to home.
The contacts and work with the Wanapums have b en too numerous
but & few excerpts from letters micht glve you the feeling of the work:
locate o0ld burial groundson Atomic Energy Yommiss'on holdings
pear Wnite Pluffs and other aseas in the Atomic Project, This was
arr:nged through ARC who took old men into areas, so they could point
out grave places thatin turn would not be destroyed by AEC
pro ject development, road construction, etc.
Agsisting Bureau of indim “#ffairs, Portland Nerional Office in
locating end determining graveyard locations along the river.,
Written star 1les pointing out that graveyards are "protected by law"
[a11 along the river{ and not subject to looting by rock hounds, etc,.
r

Communicated , as result of “angpum Council with ‘ederal Power

riest fapids

Commission pointing out that is home of the people , their graveyard

is there, etc. and thet while they wil' not oonpose construction of
dam, they wish their graveyard protected, and wish co'pensating home
in near by territory if and when dam is constructed. G.."should an

ano ication for license be filed you will be advised, and at that time
you mey recommend special conditions for inclusion in the license
for the protection of the Indians,.... Leon M., Fuquay, secretary
Federal Power (ommissione.."

" ..both the golden eesgle and the bald eagle are protected by
federal anc stste law in the state of “ashington...Den C, Barnett,
Digtrict Ceme Blologist, Depth of %ame, ®Seattle, March 18,1852,"

Priest Rapids
" Now To-Look... I am very happy to know that you are looki gup

old records about what haeppened iIn the past about Smowhala,, Ve may

move out before next Syndey. “e haven't taken down our long house
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where we held ¢ » feast, we']ll do that one of these days, I am
not well but I try to help, I do just & 1ittle of this and that..
1 am losing one suitcase of things in lpxee, so I'm rether worried
about it, ©11 the pictures that you cave me, one blanket and
one bead d outfit., *his is all, from Puck Hyah foot, & swer me to
Moxee " [sultcase was later faund, had te en stored in another place.]

" er.The “anapums are @@ still gathered hers, mourning over the loss
of our dear brother, 1 eam always worried over our problem here...

"L have noticed just some of the roots are conlng out but I
can;t say when or whether we'll have our usual root feasst ,but I'11
let you @AGdd GAodAd know socn or either T cen come to see you
personal, We can't decide yet since the death. ... L hope to hear from
you soon again..."
"eswreceived your letter but never answered cause [ thought
you would be over here before the hone harvest was over, now 1ts
over and I got hurt, Well, one night I came back one time from Moxee
(the day of harvest was over) and got off the ccr and tripped over
something and hit myself on an end of a cement'andtzut myself on the
right side of =y head sn d was unconscious amd ©06gd they , my sons,
took me to the doctor amd he put some stiches in for me. Lt hurts
pretty bad and I can t go any place so lddagdiodd Bdddddda¥adddd I
889 stay here in Moxee, “ou know lots of people get mad at me for
talking to you but of course that's my business., ily two sons and I
are going to 8 pend the winter at home on the Columbias river azain so
I'11 still expecting letters from you and I'll write often to let you
know how we are.Answer S00Nee."

" Benton City, June 13,1952.. I will move to Ye ima for
ocherie pickin, "e been fishing it al1 out now so be seelng you

1
pretty soon, I go “ednesday...'
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".e.s they are accusing me of selling out to you because you are &
white man, canit trust all whites, # few of us are going-to
gather some -lace in near future. “hen we decide If1l let you know,
+..I think it “ecause they just don't try to understand...”

"ees just got back from Celilo falls todsy.. * man was sick and wanted
someone to go end s8ing with thems... the last nightthey cdenced and I
stayed up gl 1 night and all day ...on the way back I sure was
sleepy. e..that Indien man 1s all rizht noa (sic)...right now she
dosen't have the hide ready (to make moczesins) but will make it

soon as she works on the hide..."

"...they treast me good and I am well taken care of. I am staying
at my relstives home here in Celiloes."
And, from another Indisn, a reservat on man:
"My friend. I wish to ask you a favor, there are varicus
different problems c'nfronting me and got me to thinking and I wish
to bo' row your memolrs of the 1855 Treaty as bet.een the understanding
of the few of us, and it will stay within my custody until I an through
with 1t."
fnd so, on and on, about nothing in particula: but thinrs thut
make up the Indien way of life: get some toys , for which they
will pay when they come to town , because they come in at night
end the stores will be closed...get a 08 window ~lazed th& someone
shot out of their house--just ®ynday prowlers up‘ald down the
river shooting at old shacks...come to a feast,..and an occasional
telephons messagee... one of them has APOE dled, come to his
funersal.
There was no doctorfs certificate, no undertaker...just like
that. He was taren out on the bluff overlooking Priest “apids
and buried in the o0ld cemetery... a sticicler for the sheiiff

and a stickler for the coroner... what shall we do?" they asked.
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..."just make a record of the death on your day report," I said,"just
80 there is arecord.’
Then just trips in to see me and little requests, but to them

biz ones... write a XEkxx letter exnlaining who they are, so t hat
they are not bothered when they go fishing at their old place,
The %mm state washed gl 1 the Indian fishins laws of { with one fell
swoop without serving notice to anyone several years ago,..the
were gll killed by number, but they are very good tothese people,
letting them continue tofish in th:ir old accustomed place because
they do not take the fish and sell them, catching them only for thelr
winter food.

Trips too to the Fish Hatchery where ocontrsband deer and elk
have been seized from hunters...thekind of stuff they give out to
the jails, hospitels etc, end there an occasional quarter of deer
or elk , civen for one of their feassts because old time foods,
fish, deer or elk and roots must be used st the leasts,

:hen s Just visiting st thelr camp w ere they spend the

summer working...the old mean has worked over 50 years for one man
end has a 1little easler kind of work to do in the hops as hils age
incresses... Sitting around the dhP’ cemp cutside at night while
they tell stories of the old days, “peelyi or uoyote stories...meny
of them like jokes...the coming of fall and potato digging end thelr
last field work,Eaving sacks of potatoes to carry them through the
ong winter at Priest fapids int heir old mat house (a mat howse
that is the last on the Columbia Biver and will be going one of these
days, but thet's another story for later use of a free lance friend
who has been also & friend of the Wanapums)

Then digging in at Priest Rapids aml more le tter writing,.
#he mail is sent via Beverly and it is carried by the "track walker®
who maskes & dally trip on & little rotor cer to dnspect the camp.

It always seems tobe delivered. “nd scetims letters co e back,
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showing signs of being exposed to rain or snow.

Spring ezain and'preparations for the root feast, thédf the
first of the long succession of feasts, because the camas matures
early along their section of the river, ‘he feasts are few and far
bétween now--there was none at all this year , and when feasts are
held relatives by marrisge have to come in and help as tlkr drummers,
And so 1life goeson , seasonafter season In Smowhala:s old villaege
slong Priest Rapids, given that neme in 1811 by the explorer,
Thompson. %hey live In fear, always , the& the time is rrowing neer
when there will be a dam on their villape site, the last plece they
have haed to turn to elong the stretch of over 80 miles of
Columbia River, now that the #8d8dd Atomic ®nergy hems them in cn
one side and the Yekirs Firing Center almost hems them in on the
other.

When the center first sterted to expand the old man wanted to visit
the of ficer ther and tell them about the sraveyard so it woiul d not
be damaged and I be ‘eve the Army has it marked on their maps.

There's not an awful lot to tell, just month after QdOHA&0@
month of walting end writing letters to proper sources, .hich
always find eaympathetic ears but no action.

And that was one of the ressms £e® the old man wanted the

book,®9d@tead Drummers end p resmers of Priest Hapids written.

He has told me thinrs that the Wanapums In years past woul never
tell anyone and he 'as told them so they can be written for
pecple in proper places to know, ‘here's nothing sensational or

8ll re-ealing, Jjust a story of a people.



Wanapum Indians, 4lso called, Pyiest Rapids Band,
Research by Ciick Helander, Yalima,

LsV. MgWhorter collection in Washington ®tate Collego, Pullman,

U+S ¢ Dopartment of Interiar lstter to MeWhorters

government funds available year %o year, under authorized asction 5

of &ct of June 18, 1934 (48 St,989), No land availasble for

many and verient remnants of unarganized bands in Washington,
lettor fram John Collier, Yommissioner of Iédian affairs,

to MeWhorter, April, 1940, There were no “anapums.

Vanapum census as iisted bs Mc¥harter , 4pril 4, 1940
(Mcharter collection, ¥ashingtan State College, Pixllman.)
Thirty s8ix people and two head mene

Letter, 1937 00 Mc'horter: Apealed for aid against order, Sept. _
28,1937 , to E,E, Bennett of Kennewick against ard prohibiting
drylng and saving selmon for winter use,

Roghrock (Spokane) map, 1935: 8, ows F,gure 2 ranch across
river, Porden Spring, gulch deed, state lease, trail road, 8 miles
to Cold (reek alfslfa fields. '

“Indlanvillag located in fractimal portions of Sections 21
axx; 28, not far from mouth of Sourdough Canyon, owned by mgpelf,
(Rothrock) ard associates, Y have five or six miles of river
frontage along Hpiest Rapids, F,M. Rothroeck, March 28, 1940,"

Letter fram F,M, Rothrock, January 20, 1940: Six soctions,
£1ve sections of state land, My price ¥$2.50 per acre, concluded
4]
o0 make cash price $2 per acre if mde in 90 da'ya.ﬁ



ILetter to McWharter fram Homer L, Morrison, U.8. Department of
Interior, superintendent of Indian education, 1940z
"I am reasorably certain nothing will be dme,”

Letter fromM.A., Johnson, superintendent of Yakima Indian
“gency to McWhapters "Hap,y to help Johnny Puck get located in
berry picking arsa of Mg. Adama."

HcPhopter notes in 30'ses"8ixty Indiens, mostly women and childrens

three bDlind, one on crutches, one hunchback c¢rippled mans

Fa'e Ryhrock, Uniom Stockyards Spolkane, January 19, 1940,
letter relative to l:nd near Borden Springs.

Note, 1942¢ Den®d elk meats
Letiter, “ebruary 5, 1943: U.S, Demartment of I,terior. "No
funds avallableesto many lamdless Indians."



5

Population-*stimated by looney (1928) at 5,400 in 1780. In
1805 ILowis and Clark gave 1,600, In 1854 they wero sal d to
pumber 500 ‘ne census of 1910 re turned 82,

Pe 441
Sinkakaius. Meaning "botween peoplee"

Uonhaectiona=The Sinkakaius belon: ed to the interior division
of the Salishan linguistic stock ardl were camposed largely of
people from ti {ukoratum Band of Sinkaietk and the MOses COlumbia
peoplee -

Location=Bo tween Yplumbia Miver and the Urand Coulee in the
latitude of Wat;.e.r'vi llee

Do 426

Columbia or Sinkiuse-lolumbias Y, called because of thair

famer mominent associati on with Columbia 84 ver where

some of the most import’e‘xht bands had their homes,.

o soTho "5inkiuae—‘-cblimbia l‘iwé on thée east side of Columbia

River from Fort Okanogan to the neiphoorhood of Point Eatone

Later a reservation wus crested for thom known as Yolumbia

Re ervation. In 1870 Winans placod them 'on the eastand south

side of the “olumbia River from brand Coulce down to Prilost's’
Rapids,. They are ncw under the jurisdiction of the Colville

Agency and ore band, the Moses-tolumbia band, is in the southern
part of Colville Reservations

Population-Estimatod by Mooney (1928) to have numbered 800

in 1780, but w re probably consicerablymore numerous : 8 Telt(1927)
congld rs this tribe and the Pisquow together must have

totaled some thing like 10,000 nhefore the smallpox re ched them,

I, 1906, 555 were veparted; in 1908 299 ard in 1909 perhaps
including sore others, 540 were returmd, the census of 1910 gave 52,
Connoctiona~They belonged to the inland divisim of the Salishan
linguiagtlic stock, thelr meareat relatives beling the Wenatohee and Methows





