Febryery 7, 1964

Mr. Click Relender
1212 N. 32nd. Ave.,
Yekima, Weshington

Deer Mr. Relender;
From Cexton Printers Ltd. of Caldwell, Idsho I em informed thzt you once published

through thet firm 2 book entitled Drummers #And Dresmers. This book, I =m informed
further, is now entirely out of print.

Could you possibly tell me how I cen obtain 2 copy of Drummers And Dresmers? This
book, I understend, treasts comprehensively of the Dresmer religion of the Indiens
of the Pecific Northweste I azm intensely interested in this religious movement
especially s it may heve influenced the thought end psychology of the Indiens
during the period of unrest which culminated in the Nez Perce Wer of 1877.

Ifhould like to do some scholarly reseerch on nstive Americen religions, especielly
on the Dresmer religion end the Ghost Dence religion of the Psiutes. Any sources
or references you might supply me would be grestly epprecisted.

I thenk you for your kind sttention to this matter.

"‘ ' h’ﬂ——'
John R. Rogers |
li
/

Sincgpely y urs
gy

LL3 North Eleventh Ave.,
Pocetello, Ideho




Mr. Click Relender
3701 Commonweslth Road
Yekime,Washington

Desr Mr. Relender;

I wish to thenk you for your comprehensive end helpful
letter of April 8, 196L. I em sorry to hesr thet Drummers
end Dresmers is 21l but unobtrinsbles I definitely went
Strengers on the Lende This sounds es though it has much of the
kind of meterial in which I em interesteds

I hope, Mre. Relender, thet I did not give the impression
thet I 2m 2 "scholar" or en estsblished writer, for I am
neither. My vocetion - I em a railrosd locomotive engineer—
and the reering of my femily of five children pretty much
precludes the serious effort essential to comprehensive
reseerch end writing. My study and writing for the foreseezble
future, I think, must remein 2 subsidiery though fascinating
part of my life activity. In the field of writing I am an
smateur who, like 21l esmateurs, hopes some dey to become
professioneale

I am intensely interested in the history, ethnology,
culturel heritege and sociology of the Americen Indiens,
perticulerly of the Indisns of the Pecific Northwest. I
consider the Nez Perce tribe as they were es Lewis end Clark
found them e remerksble a2nd noble people end I further
consider the Nez Perce sege one of the noblest snd most tregic
in the history of heroic peoples. I would consider myself
fevored if I could quelify myself so thet I could some dey
write something of velue concerning these peoplee

From the tenor of your letter es well es from the titles
of your published works I think that I am not presumptuous in
concluding thet you, 2lso, velue the history end heritege
of the Americsn Indiene Through the efforts of interested
people such as yourself the Americsn people has some essurence
thet the heritesge of the Red Men will not be forgottene




I had thought thet if I could obtein the necessary reseerch
meterisl — end your suggestions end references will be most kEipX
helpful in this = I might esttempt 2 megezine erticle or two
centering upon the Dreemer religion. AMso, it seems to me thet
sn srticle or story bssed on the life of Too-Hool-Hool-Sote
might have possibilities, thet is if there is sufficient data
concerning his life end esctivities. Certeinly, the confrontatio
of Genersl Howard by the intrepid Dresmer is one of the more
dremstic episodes of Americen historye

As you say, religion, Dresmer or otherwise, pleyed 2
reletively minor role in the historicesl movement of the timese
Perhsps the irreligion and mism cynical misuse of religion
by certsin elements among the whites were the cetelytic end
precipiteting resgents in much of the ugliness znd ferment of
thet ers of history. Also, the hersh, even brutal, methods
of well-meesning but, perheps, ill-sdvised religionists - the
Whitmens, Speuldings, Whites end Lees - in forcing these
children of nsture into the strict end uncompromising Celvinist
mold invites further inquiry. There must be e number of
fascineting stories implicit in the situetion which preveiled
when the Nez Perces, for exsmple, were forcibly confronted

with the Lex Telionis. Chief Joseph, eccording to McWhorter
end others, wes completely disillusioned with the white men's
religion. It is implied thet his Dresmer connection was his
resction sgainst the contrrdictions end the disputetions of
the white religionistse

Still, es I understend it, the Indiens - some Indisns, ot
lesst - were intensely spiritual people. Chief Joseph, es 1
see it, displeyed grest depths of spirituality in his
forebesrsnce under injustice end persecution; yet he conducted
whet cen only be termed en inspired crmpeign in e lost but -
to him end his people - holy ceuse. His 2im was to join with
Sitting Bull, enother holy werrior who leter headed an Indien
Messisnic religion. According to McWhorter, high emmisseries
of the Nez Perces, smong whom may have been Joseph, conferred
with Sitting Bull prior to the battle of the Little Big Horn
snd hed considered joining the Plains Indiens in 2 massive
cempeign sgeinst the whites. I heve geined from somewhere
the impression thst this proposed war had religious overtones
and wes to be in the noture of 2 jihad or holy war.




I am teking the liberty of enclosing & poem, "The Dreemer's
Dence." This poem is imeginative end is based on my
admittedly scenty knowledge of the subject meterieles If you
would cere to criticize this poem from the technicel stendpoint
I would be most graotefule.

I have been working on 2 versified trestment of the Nez
Perce Story snd the Dresmer poem was written with this in mind.
I =1so enclose severesl other poems which would be included
in this projecte

The work essentisl in this would be monumental sand I em
not sure thet there would be 2 demand for such a work even
if it hed poetic or literery merit. Your opinion on this
would be epprecisted.

Agein, Mr. Relander, I thesnk you for your interest end
help. I enclose three dollers ($3.00) which I hope will
cover the purcherse price and meiling costs of Strengers on the
Lende I shell enticipete resding end essimilating its contents.

el, yours,

hn R. Roger

Lh3 North Eleventh Ave.
Pocetello, Ideaho




