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Pe 174

“eesthere were several Indian éncampments scattered along the river
;nd & number of their inhabitants in the couwrse of the evening came
to the camp on horseback with dried and fresh fish to trade,

4%t the time of t he first occupation of #hiis region by parties
én.aged in tl® fur trade > & small party of men under the comnmand
of --«--Reit, constituting all the garrism of s little fort, were
surprised@ and msssacred by the Indians; and t o this event the stream
OWes 1ts occasional name of Reid's river,

On the 8th we travelled about- 26 miles, the r igge on theright
having scattersd Pines on the upper parts; amd continuing the next
day owr road along the river bottom, a fter g dayns travel of 24
mlles, we encamped in the evening on t e rgght bank of the river,

& mile above the mouth and early the next morning arrived at Fort
Boise. *his 1s a simple dwelling house on the right bank of the
Snake river, sbout g mile bel ow the mouth of Riviere 5oissee; and
on our arrival we were received with an agreeable hospit liby by
Mr. Payette an officer of the Hudson _Bay Cc:mpemsr, in charge of

the fort..eMre. Payette had made but slight attempts at cultivation,
hi s efforts being limited to raising a few vegetables in which he
succeeded tolerably well; the post being principally supported by
salmon..e.stock appeared to thrive extremely well; and we had an
unusual luxury in a present of f resh butter, which was however by
no means equal to that of Fort Hall, During the dgg we remained
th0® here, there were considerable numbers of miserable half-naked
Indians saround the fort, who had arrived from the neighboring

mountains. During the Summer the only subsistence of these people
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is derived from the salmon, of which they are not provident

enough to lay up a sufficient store for t he winter, during which
many of them die from absolute starvationees

Pe 174

October ll=-e-gbout sunset we reached the Riviere aux Malhesurs (the
unfortungte or unlucky river,) a considerable stream with an average
breadth of 50 feet, and at this time, 18 inches depth of water.

The bottom lands were generally ame and a half miles hroad, coversd
principally with long dry grass; and we ad difficulty to find
sufficient good grass for the campees
October 12-My attention was attracted by a smoke on the right
side of the river, a little below the ford, where I found on the
low bank, near the water, a consl derable number o f hot springs,
in which the temperature of the water was 1935 degrees,

P, 174

October 13-=.,.The horses had strayed off during the n ght...about
9 o'clock we heard the sound of an Indian song and drum approaching
and shortly after, three Cayuse Indians appeard in sight bringing
with them the two animals ...

We were not about to leave the valley of the great southern
branch of the Columbiae river, to which the absence of timber
and the scarcity of water give the appearance of a desert, toe nter
a montainous region wisre the soil 18 good, and inwh ch the face
of the country is covered with nutritious grassesand dense forestme-
land embracing many varieties of trees peculiar to the c ountry
and on which the timber exhibits a luxuriance of growth unknown to
the eastern part of the continent and to Europ@ese

Pe 174

ese0aving entirely the Snake river, which is said henceforth to

pursue itas course through canons, amldst rocky and impracticable
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mountains, where there is no possibility of traveling with
animals, we ascerded along armd somewhat steep hill, ard crossing

the dividing ridge, came dan into t he valley of Burnt river,
which here looks like a hole among the hills. The average breadth
of the stream here is 30 feet; it is well fringed with the usual
small timber; and the soil in the bottoms 1s good, with better
grass than we had lately been accustomed to 866..ethe mountains weee
covered with good bunch grass (festuca;) the water of the s treams
waw cold aml pure; their bottoms were handsomely wooded with various
kinds of trees; and huge and lofty and picturesque preclplices were
displayed wher. the river cut through the mountainse..

October l4... 8 fertile soll, with excellent grass and partly well
covered with pinGeee _

Pe 174¢esFrom the dividing grounds we descended to a mountaln
road to Powder river, on an 0ld ®d of which we encampede..
from the heights we looked in vain for a welleknown landmark
on Powder river which had beend escribed to me by Mr. Payette as
Btarbre seul,(the ILone Tree) and on arriving at the river we found
é fine tall pine stretched on the ground, whid had been felled
by some inconsiderate emigrant axe. It had Ben & beacon on the
road for many years past.

Our Cayuses had become impatient to resbh their homes and travellsd
on ahead today; and this af ternoon we were visited by geveral
Indians who belonged to the tribes on the Columbia. 'll‘heyw ere on
horseback and were out on & hunting excursion, but had obtained
no better tame than a large gray hare , of which each had some six
or seven hanging to his saddle. We were also visited by an I*dian
who had his lodge and family in the mountaln to the left. He was
in want of ammunition and brought with him a beaver skin to
exchange, which he valuaé at 8ix charges of powder and ball. I

learned frau him that -there are very few of these animals



4
in this part of the country,

October 16-Far several weeks the weather in the daytime has

bsen very beautiful, clear ang warm; but tie nights in camparison
are very cold. During the night theve was ice & quarter of an ineh
thick in the lodge and at daylight the thermometer Was 16 degroees...
P, 175

s-eThere 18 snow yet visible in the neibh. oring mountains which
yesterday extended along our route to the left in & lofty and
dark-blue range, having much the appearance of the #ind river
mountains, It is probabile that they have received their name of the
Biue Mountains from the dark-blue appearance given them by the Pines,
The soil appeared to be very deep and i s black am extremely

good, as well among the hollows of the hills on the elevated plats
a3 on the river bottom; the vegetation being such as is usually
found in good ground. The following analytical result shows the
precise qualitiss of the soil and will justify to science the
character of fertility which the eye attribures to.

Analysis of Powder river soil,

Sjlica  72.20 0xide of iron 1,20
Alumina 6.25 Organic matter 4,50
Carbonate of 1ime 6.86 Water and loss 4.27
Carbonate of magnesis 4.62 Shelel .

100.00¢

eee0n elther side the mountains here are densely covered with
tall and handsome trees, and mingled with the green wiflehh of
the variety of pines is the yellow of the European larch (pinus lap
larix) which loses 1ts leaves in the fall, eecabout 2 in the
afternoon we reached g high point of the dividing ridge from which
We obtained a good view of the Grand Rond--a beautiful level

basin WO or mountain valley covered with good grass on
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on & rich soil, abundantly watered and surrounded by high and well
timbered mountains; and its name descriptive of its form--the great
circle. It is a place--one of the few we have seen in our Jjourney
80 far--where a farmer woudl delight to establish h imself if he were
content to live in the seclusion which it imposes, It is about 20
miles A@890 in diameter; ami may in time form a superb country.
pe PO00,, 179...

The o0l1d grass had been lately burnt of f fram the surroundhng
hills , and, wherever the fim héd passed, there was & recent growth
of strong, green, aml vigorous grass; armd the soll of the level
prairie, which sweeps directly up to the foot of t he surrounding
mountalns, appears to be very rich s broducing flax spdntaneously
and luxuriantly in various places. The elsvation of the encampment
is 2,940 feet above the sea.
essequitting therefare , this road, which & ter a very rough
crossing issues from the mountains by the l®ads of the Umatilah river,
we contlnued our northern course across the valley, following an
Indian trail which had been indicated to me by Mr. Payette, and
encamped &t the narthern extremity of t he Grand Rond, on a
s lough like stream of very deep water without any appsrent cur ent
There are some pires here on t he low hills at the er ek; and in
the northwest corner of the Rond 18 a very heavy body of timber
which gescends into the plainesesome indifferent observations
pPlaced the camp in longitude 117 degrees 28! 26'', latitude 45 degrees
26' 47'1; and the elevation was 2,600 feet sbove the ses.

October 19...We passed out of the Grand Rond by a fine road along
the creek, which for a short distance runs in s kind of rocky
chasm, Crossing a low point, which was a 1ittle ro&ky, the trail
conducted intothe open valey of t he stream--a handsome place for
farms; the soil, even of the hills being rich
Pe. 180
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and blacke. Passing through a point of pines, which bore evidences
of being much frequented by the Indians, and in which the t rees wee
sometimes apparently 200 feet high arml 3 to 7 feet in dlameter, we
halted for a few minutes in the afternoon at thefoot of the Blus
Mountains, on a branch o the Grand Romd river, at an elevation of
2,700 feeteae

after travelling occadionally through open places in the forest, we
were obliged to cut our way t rough a dense body of timber, from
which we p..l81

emerged on an open mountain side &8 where we found a number of
small springs and encamped after a day's journey of 10 miles,.

Our elevation here was 5,000 feetees

a laborious day, which had advanced us only six miles on our road,
brought us in the afternoon to an opening in the f orest in which
there wa a fine mountain meadow with good grass, and a large
clear water stream, one of ti® head branches of the Umatilah
river. Some of the white spruces which I measured today were
twelve feet in circumference ...

we were on the westwardverge of the Blue M untains, long spurs of
which, very precipitous an either side, extended down into the
valley, the waters of the mountain roaring between them. On our
right was a mountain plateau, ceered with a dense forest; and to
the westward, immediately below us, was the great Nez Perce ,
(pierced nose) prairie » in which d ark lines of timber indicated the
course of many affluents to a corsiderabls stream that was seen
pursulng its way across the plain towards what appeared to B the
Columbia river. This I knew to be the Walahwalah river, and
occasional spotw along its banks, which resembled clearings, were
supposed t o be the mission or Indian settlements; but the weather

was smoky ard unfavorable to far views with the glass,
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be.about 4 o'clock in the afiernoon(Oct. 23) we reached

a 11ittle bottom cu the Walahwalah river where we found Mr.

Preuse, who yesterday had reached this place and found hi self

too far in advance of the camp to return. The stream here has just
issued from the narrow ravines, which are walled with precipices,
in which the rock has a brown and mare burnt appearance than above.
es¥e found the soil in the Blue mountains tobe of excellent

quaiity, and 1t appearcd also tobe good here among the lowsr

hills. Reaching a little eminence over which the trail divided and
spread over its bottam in a net work of water, receiving several other

tributaries from the mountains., :xhere was a band of several hundred
horses grazing on the hills sbout tw miles ahead,and as we advanceé
on the road, we met other bands,which Indlams were driving out

D pasture also on the hills.e.

In six miles we crossed a principal fork, below which the
scattered water of the r iver was gthered into one channel; and
passing on the way gseveral unfinished houses, and some ¢ leared
patches, where corn and potatoes were cultivated, we reached in
about eight miles farther, the missioma ry establishment of Dr.

Whitman which consisted, a thist ime, of one adobe house, i.e.,
built of unburnt bricks as in Mexlco

I foun: Pr, Whitman absent on a visit to the Dalles of the
Golumbia;-but had the pleasure to see & fine large famlily of emigrants,
men, pg. 185
women and ¢ hildren in robust health, all indemnifying themselves
for previoﬁs scanty fare, in a hearty consumption of potatoes
which are produced here of a remarksbly good quality. “e wers
disappointed in our expectations of dbtaining corn meal or flour
at this station, the mill belonging to the mission having been
lately burnt down; but an abundant supply of excellent potatoes
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banished regrets and furnished agrateful substitute Ffor bread.

# small town of Nez Perce Indians gave an inhabited and even &
populous appearance to the sta tlon; and af ter re maining about an
hour ,Bedd® we continued ow route ami encamped on the river
about four miles below, passing on the way an emigrant encampmentees

October .25-We halted a bout three miles above the mouth on account
of grass, and the next mord ng arriwd at the Nez Perce fort,' one

of the trading esta blishments of the Hudson Bay Gompany, a Roxkxsme

few hundred yards above the junction
of the Walahwalah ,with the C.,lumbia river. Here we had the first
view of thi s riveramd found it about 1,200 yards wide ami presenting
the appearance of a fine navigable Streameces

about nile miles above, and in sight fram the heights about the
post, 1s the junction of the two great forks which constitute

the maln stream--tha t on which we had beentravelling fran Fort Hall
and known by the names of Lewis's fork, Shoshonee and Spake River;
and the Ngrth fork, which has retained the name of Colugbia, as
being the main stream.

Pe 185

November 3-After two hours' ride through a fertile, hilly country
covered as all the pland here appears tobe with good green

grass, we descended again into the riwer bottom, along which we resumed

our sterile road, and in about four miles reched the ford of the
F

=

COlu.m.bia e Pyl74...

all river (Riviere aux Chutes s)a c onsiderable tributary to the

We hdd heard, on reaching the Ngz Perce fort, a repetition of

the account in regard to the unsettled character of the Columbia

Indlans at the present time; and to our 1ittle party they had at various
times manifested a not very friendly disposition

esselt entered the Columbia with a roar of falls and rapids
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amd 1s probably a favorite fishing station among the Indians, with

whom both banks of ths river werse populous; but they s carcely
pald any attention to USeesDe 187

We passeqd rapldly three or fowr miles down the level valley
and encamped near the mission., The character of the forest
growth here changed, ard we fourd ourselves, with bleasure, again
anong oaks and other forest trees of the e ast, to which we had long
been strangers; anl the hospltable endkind reception with which we
were welcomed among our country people at the mis Sion aided the
momentary illusion of home,

Two good-loeking wooden dwelling houses, aml a krge school
house, with stables, barn and garden, snd large cleared fields
be tween the hofi@800 houses and the river bank, on which were
scattered the wooden huts of an Indian village, @ve to the wvalley
the cheerful and busy air of civilization ard had in our eyes
an appearance of abumdant and enviable comfortee.our lam Journey
here found it® western terminatione
(trip to Vancouver described(

(return descrived)
Pe 195

we arrived again at the Dalles.

196=--0yr camp was now occupied in making preparations for our
lomeward jmrﬁey,which though homeward, contemplated a new route

and & great circuit to the south and southeast amd e explorak 1on

of thé Great Basin between the Hocky mountains and the Sisrra Nevada.,
Pe 197... Mr, Perkins succesded in obtaining as & guide to the
Tlamath [Klamath) lakee..

today we commenc d eur journeyee.
Pe 198..alang the little branch of ¥inanens creek, where t here was
good grass and timber
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Pe 201,

4fter Nov. 26, 27, 28, 29

e.Docember l--one of the guides informed me that thiw was a salmon
water, and pointed out several ingeniously contrived places to
catch fish; among the pines iInthe bottom I saw an immense one
about twelve feet indiameter. We encamped on the height of land in
a mrshy place among the pines, where there was an abundance of
grass. %e found here a single ‘ez Perce family, who had a very
handsome horse, in their drov , which we endeavoired to obtain in
exchange far a good cow; but the man "had two hearts, or rather he
had one and his wife had another; she wanted the cow,qbut he loved
the horse too much to part with it. ;hese people attach great
value to cattle, with which they are endeavoring to supply
themselvese.. (the latitude of this place 44 degrees, 35! 23!!
agd for longltude from the satelite 121 degrees 10 t 251,

P. 202,.

Doce 5eeeand found a good encampment on the verge of an open bottom
which had been an old @mping ground of the Cayuse Indians. #
great number of deer horns were lying about indicating game -

which indicated game in the neighborhoode.e.

December 6..."e met here a village of Nez Perce I:dians who
appeared to be _coming down from the mountains and had with them
fine barmis of horse . With them were a few Snake Indians of the
root digging species '

Pe 208,4ssDecomber 8e..today we crossed the last branch of the
Fall river, issuing like all the others we had crossed, in a
éouthweaterly direction fram the mountains, Our direction was a
little east of south, the trail leading contstantly through pine

forests., The soll was generally bare, consisting in greater part

of yellowish, white pumice stone, producirg varieties of
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of magnificient pines, but not a blade of gass; and tonight

our horses were obliged to do w ithout food, snd use snow for water.
These pines are remarkable for the red color of the bolls; and among
them occurs a species of which the I'dians bad infamed me when leaving
the Palles, 'he unusual size of the cone, 16 or 18 inches long,

had éttracted their a ttention and they pointed i1t out to ns among

the curlosities of the country, they are more remarkable for their

lar ge diameter than their helghts, which usually averages only 120
feote. s,

Yocember 9eesThe trail leads always through splendid pine forestse.

Dec mber 10--lhe country began to improve; and a bout 11 o'clock
w reached a spring of cold water on t he edge of a
savannah, or grassy meadow, which aur guides informed us was an

arm of the Tlamath lake ;(Klamath lake)





