Charter of the City of
Y akima, Washington

We, the people of the City of Yak-
ima, Yakima County, State of Wash-
ington, the same being a city of the
first class under the constitution and
laws of said state, do ordain, enact
and adopt the following as the char-
ter of said city.

ARTICLE 1
Name, Boundaries, Powers, Rights and
Liabilities

Section 1 The people of the City
of Yakima, within the boundaries as
now established. or as hereafter
established, shall continue to be the
body politic and corporate by name
of City of Yakima, and under that
name shall have perpetual succession;
shall use a corporate seal; may sue
and be sued; may acquire property
within or without its boundaries for
municipal purposes by purchase. gift,
devise, lease or condemnation, and
may sell, lease, hold, manage and
control such property as its interests
may require, except that property
purchased for park purposes shall be
within the city limits; and except
as prohibited by the constitution of
the State of Washington, or restricted
by this charter. the City of Yakima
shall have all municipal powers
functions. rights, privileges and im-
munities of every name and nature
whatsoever pertaining 'to cities of the
first class within the State of Wash-
ington.

Section 2. The enumeration of par-
ticular powers by .this charter shall
not be held or deemed to be ex-
clusive, but in addition to the pow-
ers enumerated herein, implied here-
by or appropriate to the exercise
thereof, the City of Yakima shall
have, and may exercise. all powers
which under the constitution and
laws of the State of Washington it
would be lawful for said charter spe-
cifically to enumerate. All powers of
the city, whether express or implied,
shall be exercised in the manner pre-
scribed by this charter, or if not pre-
scribed herein, then in the manner
provided by law. ordinance or resolu-
tion of the city commission.

ARTICLE 11
Elective Officers—Commission Form
of Government

Section 1 At all general municipal
elections there shall be elected a
mayor, a commissioner of finance and
accounting, and a commissioner of
public works, who together shall con-
stitute the council and be known as
the “city commission,” and who shall
serve for a term of three years and
until their successors shall be elected
and qualified. If any vacancy occurs
in the city commission the remaining
members of said commission shall by
appointment fill such vacancy for
the unexpired term. Each member
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of the city commission shall before
qualifying give a good and sufficient
bond to the city in a sum equal to
three times the amount of his an-
nual salary, conditioned upon the
faithful performance of the duties of
his office, which said bond shall be
approved by a judge of the Superior
Court of Yakima County, Washing-
ton, and filed with the clerk of said
Court.

Section 2. The legislative author-
ity of the city shall be vested in
the city commission. The executive
and administrative powers, author-
ity and duty shall be distributed
into and among three departments.
as follows:

(1) Department of Public Safe-
ty; to be in charge of the mayor,
who shall supervise public health
fire and police departments.

(2) Department of Finance and Ac-
counting, to be in charge of the Com-
missioner of Finance and Accounting
who shall supervise accounting, fi-
nance, purchasing and library.

(3) Department of Public Works. to
be in charge of the commissioner of
public works, who shall supervise
streets, lights, sidewalks. cemetery.
garbage collection, parks and play-
grounds, building. plumbing and
electrical divisions.

(4) The municipal water systems
shall be under the direction of the
city commission.

Section 3 The mayor shall pre-
side at all meetings of the city com-
mission but shall have no veto pow-
er. He shall appoint the chief of
police, chief of the fire department,
city attorney, city health officer,
subject to confirmation by the city
commission

Section 4. The city commission
shall appoint by majority vote a city
clerk, a city treasurer and such
other officers and assistants as
shall be provided for by ordinance:
provided, that any officer or as-
sistant, other than a member of the
city commission, may be removed
from office at any time by a vote
of a majority of the city commission.
The city commission shall prescribe
the powers, duties. salaries and wages
of employees, may assign the em-
ployees to one or more departments,
and make such other rules and regu-
lations as they deem necessary and
proper for the efficient and economi-
cal conduct of the business of the
city. The city commission shall have
power to create, fill and discontinue
offices and employments and may
prescribe, limit or change the com-
pensation of all officers and em-
ployees Persons hereafter employed
by the city shall be residents of the
city except those whose duties re-



qiltl;ire them to live outside of the
city.

Section 5. The salary of the mayor
shall be thirty-six hundred dollars
per year and that of each of the
commissioners shall be three thous-
{md dollars per year. payable month-
y.

Section 6. The mayor and commis-
sioners shall devote their full time
to the duties of their respective of-
fices,

Section 7. Regular meetings of the
city commission shall be held at
least once each week at a time to
be fixed by the city commission. Spe-
cial meetings may be called by the
mayor or by two commissioners pro-
vided that due notice of such meet-
ings. their time and place, shall be
given to all members of the city com-
mission. All meetings of the city
commission shall be open to the
public The mayor shall oversee all
departments and report and recom-
mend to the city commission for ac-
tion any matters requiring attention
The commissioner of finance and ac-
counting shall be vice-chairman of
the city commission, and in the
absence or disability of the mayor
shall perform the duties of the

mayor.
ARTICLE I
Elections

Section 1. Elections shall be gen-
eral, primary or special. A general
election shall be held on the first
Monday in December, .1934, and all
general elections shall be held the
first Monday in December every third
year thereafter. The term of all of-
ficers elected at such general elec-
tions shall begin on the second day
of January following the election
Primary elections shall be held two
weeks prior to the date of the general
elections. All candidates to be voted
for at the general elections shall be
nominated at such primary elections
and the two candidates for each elec-
tive office receiving the highest num-
ber of votes therefor shall be the can-
didates for those offices at the gen-
eral election. Primary elections shall
be conducted in the manner provided
by the laws of the state for primary
elections in municipalities

Special elections shall be held
whenever required by the laws of the
state or by this charter.

The city commission shall by or-
dinance make all necessary rules for
holding elections and arrangements
therefor.

Section 2. Each candidate for an
elective office shall specify in his
declaration the particular office for
which he is a candidate and the votes
cast for him in the election shall be
counted for him for that office and

no other.
ARTICLE IV
Lgislation By the People

Section 1. The people of Yakima,
in addition to the method of legisla-
tion hereinbefore provided, shall have
direct legislation by the initiative and
referendum.

Section 2. The initiative shall be
exercised in the following manner;

(a) A petition signed by registered
and qualified electors of the city, ac-
companied by the proposed legislation
in the form of a proposed ordinance
and requesting that such ordinance
be submitted to a vote of the people
shall be filed with the city clerk.

(b) Within two days from the filing
of such petition the city clerk shall
certify the number of votes cast at
the last general city election and the
number of signers of such petition,
and shall present such certificate,
petition and proposed ordinance to
the city commission.

(c) If such petition be signed by
qualified electors in number equal
to twenty per centum of the total
number of votes cast at the last pre-
ceding general city election, the
city commission within twenty
days after receipt thereof, except as
otherwise provided in this charter.
shall either pass such ordinance with-
out alteration, or submit it to a pop-
ular vote at a special election which
must be held within thirty days after
the date of the ordering thereof
Provided, however. that if any other
municipal election is to be held more
than thirty days but within ninety
days after the filing of the petition,
said proposed ordinance shall be sub-
mitted without alteration to be voted
upon at such election.

Section 3 If, prior to the date
when any ordinance shall take ef-
fect, a petition signed by qualified
eléctors equal in number to ten per
centum of the entire vote cast at the
last preceding general city election
shall be filed with the city clerk, pro-
testing against the enactment of
such ordinance. it shall be sus-
pended from ' taking effect. Im-
mediately upon the filing of the
petition the city clerk shall do all
things required in Section 2 of this
article Thereupon, the city commis-
sion shall immediately reconsider
such ordinance, and, if it does not en-
tirely repeal the same, shall submit
it to popular vote at the next muni-
cipal election; or, the city commis-
sion may call a special election for
that purpose; and such ordinance
shall not take effect. unless a major-
ity of the qualified electors voting
thereon at such elction shall vote
in favor thereof.

Section 4. The city commission
may submit to popular vote for adop-
tion or rejection at any election
any proposed ordinance in the same
manner and effect as provided in this
article for submission on petition

Section 5 There shall not be held
under this article more than one
special election in any period of six
months.

Section 6. T'he city commission, by
ordinance. shall make further regula-
tions for carying out the provisions
of this article not inconsistent here-

with.
ARTICLE V
The Recall
Section 1. The holder of any elec-
tive office, whether elected or ap-
pointed thereto, may be removed
from such office by recall proceed-
ings as provided by the laws of the

State of Washington for elective of-
ficers. Section 2 An officer re-
moved from office by recall election
or who shall resign from such office
pending recall proceedings against
him shall not be eligible to hold any
city office or employment within two
years after such removal or resigna-

tion
ARTICLE V1

Additional Powers and Limitations

on Officers

Section 1. At all meetings of the
city commission every motion, reso-
lution or ordinance shall be in writ-
ing and read before the vote is taken
thereon, and upon every vote the yeas
and nays shall be called and recorded.
All ordinances, except ordinances
making appropriations or codifying or
rearranging existing ordinances. shall
be confined to one subject which
shall be clearly expressed in the title.
Ordinances making appropriations
shall be confined to the subject of
appropriations. The enacting clause
of all ordinances shall be, “Be it or-
dained by the City of Yakima.”

Section 2 Ordinances making the
annual tax levy or relating to local
improvements or assessments there-
for, or making appropriations, emer-
gency ordinances, or ordinances
adopted by vote of the-electors shall
take effect at the time indicated
therein; all other ordinances shall
take effect 30 days after the date of
the publication thereof as herein
provided. An emergency ordinance
is one to provide for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, pro-
perty, health or safety. The unani-
mous vote of the commission shall be
necessary for the passage of an
emergency ordinance. No measure
making or amending a grant, renewal
or extension of a franchise or other
special privilege shall ever be passed
as an emergency measure.

Section 3. Upon its final passage,
each ordinance or resolution shall be
authenticated by the signature of the
mayor and attested by the city clerk
and recorded in a book kept for that
purpose. The number and title of
each ordinance passed by the -city
commission, with certificate as here-
in provided, attached thereto, shall be
published once in the official news-
paper of the city Said certificate
shall be signed by the city clerk and
shall be in substantially the fol-
lowing form: “Ordinance No............
bearing above title, was duly and reg-
ularly passed by the city commission
of the City of Yakima, Washington.
ondithe. finaes. and ARY ORL GaL AL 2
19......, and is now on fie with the
undersigned at the office of the city
clerk, where the same is open to pub-
lic_inspection.

DA L

City Clerk”

Section 4. Members of the city
commission shall be qualified elec-
tors of the city, and shall not hold
any other public office except that
of Notary Public or member of the
military branch of the state or fed-

.eral government. A member of the

city commission ceasing to possess

any of the qualifications specified in
this section, or who may be convicted
of a crime involving moral turpitude
while in office shall immediately
forfeit his office. A certified copy of
the judgment of conviction filed in
the coffice of the city clerk shall be
prima facie evidence of forfeiture as
above provided.

Section 5. No officer or employee
of the city shall solicit or receive any
pay, commission, money or thing of
value, or derive any benefit, profit or
advantage, directly or indirectly.
from or by reason of any improve-
ment, alteration or repair, or pur-
chase of materials required by the
city. or any contract to which the
city shall be a party, except his law-
ful compensation or salary as such
officer or employee. A violation of
any of the provisions of this section
shall disqualify the offender to con-
tinue in office or employment and
?e shall be forthwith removed there-
rom.

Section 6. In all cases of work ro
be done by contract, or of the pur-
chase of property or material. when
the cost thereof exceeds five hundred
dollars ($500.00), unless the city com-
mission by resolution shall declare an
emergency, the city commission
shall advertise for bids there-
for in the official newspaper When-
such probable expenditure suali be
less than one thousand dollars
($1000.00) in amount such advertise-
ment shall be made in at least two
issues of the official newspaper. and
when more than one thousand dol-
lars ($1000.00) in at least three is-
sues thereof. The city comrnission
may. however, reject any and all bids.
The city commission shall regulate
by ordinance the manner of making
bids and letting contracts.

Section 7. In addiiton to the pro-
visions of the general law tune city
commission may by ordinance .reate
and establish special funds into
which all monies received for a spe-
cial or specfiic purpose mav bhe
placed: provided. however. ttat such
fund or funds shall be other thav
tanose deriving revenue from taxalion

ARTICLE VII
Limitation of Taxation

Section 1. The fiscal vear of the
city shall commence on the first day
f January and end on the last day
of December each year.

Section 2. The city commission shall
have power and authority to assess,
levy and collect taxes upon all che real
and personal property (not exempt
from taxation) within the :ity ftecr
the corporate uses and purposes
thereof and provide for the payment
Olft the debts and expenses of the
city.

Section 3. The aggresate ot all
the property taxes levied ot appro-
priated for city purposes including
funds for the library, parks and
playgrounds, police and firemen's re-
lief shall be taken and «pportioned.
bv the city commission from the cur-
rent expense fund which for any one
year shall not exceed eighteen mills
on each dollar of assessed valuation



of the property within the city ex-
cept as follows:

(a) The levies for redemption ot
and interest on the bonded debt of
the city heretofore or heveafter au-
%horized in the manner nrovided by
aw;

(b) The levy for local improvement
district assessment guaranty fund as
required by law;

(c) Such other levies as may have
been heretofore or which may here-
after be required by general law.

Section 4. No special l[evies shall
be made for other purposes than those
above specified except those which
may be authorized at an election

Section 5. All city funds shall be
administered by the city commission:
and boards or committees selected by
the city commission to assist in the
management of any municipal activi-
ties, if any are selected, shall act in
an advisory capacity only.

Section 6. The city commuission
shall make no appropriation in aid
of any corporation, person or society
not expressly authorized by this
charter

ARTICLE VII1

Special Boards

Section 1. The city commission
may appoint advisory boards toc as-
sist in administering the puablic li-
brary, parks and playgrounds and
city planning. The city commission
shall have full charge of the budgets
for such purposes and shall by ordi-
nance regulate the organization and
duties of such boards, and may cro-
vide that any monies acquired by
donation, bequest or from leases or
concessions, fines, or penalties shall
be used in addition to the amount
set aside in the annual budzet out
of the tax levy.

ARTICLE IX

Public Utilities

Section 1 The city commission
shall provide by ordinance rules and
regulations and make vprovisions for
the control, management ana opera-
tion of all public utilities owuned and
operated by the city, or which may
hereafter be acquired by the city in
the maner provided by law, or which
the city may by law govern. control
or regulate.

Section 2. The city commission
shall have power to arrange by ordi-
nance for the financing and repair.
replacement, rehabilitation or exten-
sion of any public utility owned and
operated by the city, provided, how-
ever that such financing shall be ar-
ranged upon the credit of the i1tility
itself and not upon the issuance of
general obligation bonds of the city

ARTICLE X

Claims

Section 1 All ciaims for damages
against the city, whether sounding

in tort or arising out of contract,
shall be presented in writing to the
city commission within 30 days after
the date upon which such damages
are claimed to have been sustained
Such claims shall accurately state
the time, place, cause, nature and ex-
tent of the alleged damages and give
the actual residence of the claimant
by street and number, if any, at
the date of presenting such claim,
and for six months immediately prior
to the time such claim for damages
accrued. and shall be verified by af-
fidavit of the claimant or if the
claimant be a minor or otherwise in-
capacitated from verifying, then such
claim shall be verified by any reia-
tive or by an attorney or agent of
such claimant, to the effect that the
same is true. No action shall be
maintained against the city for any
claim of damages until 60 days have
elapsed after the rejectinn of such
claim Failure to present any such
claim in the manner or wtihin the
time in this section provided shall
be a bar to any action against the
city therefor.

ARTICLE X1

Franchises

Section 1. No exclusive franchise
shall ever be granted.

Section 2. No franchise or right to
occupy or use the streets, highways.
bridges, or public places of the cily
shall be granted. renewed or extended
except by ordinance, which ordinance
shall be submitted to a vote of the
electors of the city at a zeneral or
special election and shall not vecome
operative unless approved by a ma-
jority of the electors voting upon said
franchise; provided. that the city
commission shall have authority
without necessity of reference to the
electors, to pass an ordinance grant-
ing permission to lay a spur track
or tracks connecting a main line of
railroad with adjacent manufacturing
plants, warehouses or other private
property.

Section 3 No franchise shall be
granted unless there be inserted
therein a provision that the city
may acquire the public utility for
the exercise of which the franchise
is granted, either by agreement or by
condemnation, and that upon such
purchase by the city, either by agree-
ment or condemnation, no value of
the franchise itself shall be taken
into account in fixing the price to
be paid by the city for such utility

Section 4. No franchise shall be
granted by the city for a longer term
than twenty-five years.

Section 5. No franchise shall be
renewed or extended earlier than
three years prior to its expiration.

Section 6. No franchise shall be
granted without provision for pro-
per compensation to the city. Such
compensation shall when feasible be
a percentage upon the gross earnings
of the person or corporation to whom
such franchise is granted arising
from the exercise of such franchise.

When the determination of the gross
earnings by the exercise of the fran-
chise is not feasible the ordinance
granting said franchise shall pre-
scribe such other mode of cdaeter-
mining the compensation to be paid
the city by the grantee as shall be
deemed reasonable and just

Section 7 The grantee or assignee
of any franchise granted by the city
shall submit to the city commission
within sixty days after the first day
of January of each year, an annual
report verified by the oath of such
person or the president, treasurer oOr
general manager of such corporation
which shall contain such detailed in-
formation as may be prescribed by
the city commission to enable it to
determine the amount of compensa-
tion to be paid to the city for the
use of said franchise during the
preceding year Any such person
persons, or corporations which shall
refuse or fail to make any such re-
port within the time specified shall
be liable to a penalty of one hun-
dred dollars for each and every day
during which he or it shall fail to
file such report, such penalty to be
sued .for and recovered by the city
in any court having ijurisdiction
thereof.

Section 8 No franchise granted by
the city shall ever be leased, assigned
or otherwise alienated without the
express consent of the city commis-
sion by ordinance passed for that
purpose. and no rule of estoppel shall
ever be invoked against the city in
case it shall assert the invalidity of
any attempted transfer in violation
of this section.

Section 9. The grant ot every
frunchise for a stret, suburban, or
interurban railroad or bus line shall
provide that all United States mail
carriers city officials. policemen and
firemen shall at all time while in
the actual discharge of their duties
be allowed to ride upon such cars or
busses under said franchise without
paying therefor, and with all rights
of other passengers

Section 10 No franchise. right.
privilege. or license shall be consid-
ered as granted by any ordinance ex-
cept when expressed therein in plain
and unambiguous terms, and if any
ambiguity appears therein it shall
be construed in favor of the city and
against the claimant under said or-
dinance

ARTICLE XI1

Power to Incur Indebtedness

Section 1 The city may borrow
money and become indebted in any
legal way, subject, as to the amount
and manner of incurring indebted-
ness, to the provisions and limita-
tions of the constitution and laws of
the state and this charter: and sub-
ject to the same provisions and lim-
itations, the city may issue bonds
to secure any existing or contem-
plated indebtedness.

Section 2. When a pcpular vote 1s
not required by law, the city com-

mission by ordinance may authorize
%ny dindebtedness and the issuance of
onds

ARTICLE XIII

Amendments

Section 1 This charter may be
amenced in the manner provided by
the laws of the State of Washington.
In addition thereto the city comis-
sion may provide by ordinance for a
special election to be held on the
first Monday in December, 1931, at
which time amendments to this char-
te may be submitted: provided, that
if a petition for such election signed
by not less than 500 qualified voters
of the city shall be submitted not
less than 30 days prior thereto, then
the city commission shall be required
to call such election. At the said
special election the city commission
may submit other questions which
in its judgment Sshould be deter-
mined by the people. In subsequent
years special elections for amending
this charter may be called by the city
commission or shall be called upon
petition of not less than 500 quali-
fied voters.

ARTICLE XIV

Schedule

Section 1 Upon the taking effect of
this charter all titie, right and inter-
est of the former corporation in and
to any and all property, real or per-
sonal. of whatever kind or character,
shall vest in and be owned by the
corporation created by this charter.

Section 2 All ordinances and reso-
lutions in force at the time this
charter shall go into effect and not
inconsistent herewith, shall remain
in force until amended or repealed
or until they expire by limitation
All rights and obligations in favor
of or against the city existing at the
time this charter shall go into effect.
shall continue without modification
All street and other improvements,
all vacations of public streets, alleys
or places, all assessments for improve-
ments, all suits and actions in court,
all fines, penalties and forfeitures
and all other matters relating to the
city that may have been begun and
not completed, shall be completed ac-
cording to the law and ordinances
existing prior to the time this char-
ter shall go into effect, and all taxes
and assessments levied and remain-
ing unpaid when this charter shall
go into effect shall be collected as
provided by the law existing and in
?ffgcé at the time the same were
evied.

Section 3. At the election to be.
held for the purpose of adopting or
rejecting this charter, articles num-
bered I to XIV, inclusive, shall be
submitted upon the ballot as a com-
plete charter and shall be included
in the vote “For the Charter” and
“Against the Charter.” and in event
that a majority of all votes cast
thereon shall be “For the Charter”
said charter shall be adopted



CERTIFICATE
-8STATE OF WASHINGTON

Ss
COUNTY OF YAKIMA }

We, the undersigned freeholders of
the City of Yakima, elected at the
special election held in said City of
Yakima on the 16th day of March,
1981, under the provisions of the
constitution and laws of the State of
Washington for advancement from a
city of the second class to a city of
the first class, to prepare a charter
for said city, do hereby certify that
the foregoing charter has been pre-
pared by us and hereby submitted as
a charter for said city.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, WE
HAVE HEREUNTO SET OUR HANDS.
this 17th day of April, 1931,

1.—R. D. ROVIG, Chairman
2.—LAURENCE WHARTON, Secretary
3.—HERMAN W. LOEVENSTEIN
4.—ROLFE WHITNALL

5.—G DELL BEARDSLEY

6.—H. R. SPINNER

7.—JOHN VERNON WHITEHAIR
8.—C. E. FRASER

9.—B. K. GAGE

10.—MRS. INA PHILLIPS WILLIAMS
11.—W. W. ROBERTSON

12.—A E. DARLING

13.—GEO. F. McAULAY

14.—JNO. C. VARCO

15—R B MILROY




